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IRAN ASSERTS NAVAL DOMINANCE
IN THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ AND
ADOPTS AN OFFENSIVE MILITARY
DOCTRINE AMIDST THE ONGOING
THIRD IMPOSED WAR

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts of August 12, 2026, delineate
a nation transitioning from a purely defensive
posture to an aggressive regional strategy.
Central to this shift is the formalization of an
offensive military doctrine mandated by the
new leadership, which empowers the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRPC) to conduct
operations on "enemy soil" and far beyond
domestic borders. This strategic pivot
coincides with the claimed total withdrawal of
US combat vessels from the Persian Gulf,
leaving the Strait of Hormuz under exclusive
Iranian management. The administration is
leveraging this maritime leverage to demand
war reparations and an end to the US
maritime blockade, which recently saw a
missile strike against a Panamanian-flagged
vessel, the Vila Nova, bound for Iran.

Simultaneously, Iran is accelerating its
integration into Eastern economic blocs, with
the Central Bank announcing imminent

membership in the BRICS New
Development Bank. This "Pivot to the East"
is framed as a counter-offensive to US
"maritime piracy" and economic sanctions. On
the domestic front, the nation remains in a
state of high religious mobilization, marking
the martyrdom of the "Martyred Leader" (the
late Ayatollah Khamenei) alongside traditional
mourning for the Prophet Muhammad. This
fusion of contemporary war narrative with
historical religious suffering serves to bolster
public resilience and national unity during
what the state media terms the "Third
Imposed War," while portraying US President
Trump as a cowardly figure forced to hide in
service vehicles to escape regional wrath.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Military Doctrine Overhaul: The
Supreme Leader has issued new mandates
to military commanders to transition from a
purely defensive stance to an offensive
doctrine. This includes the capability to
carry out operations on enemy territory and
conduct high-tech, selective  strikes
wherever necessary to protect national
interests.

* Hormuz Strategic Leverage: Iran claims
to have effectively "trapped" the US and its
allies in a geopolitical stalemate. Data
suggests a 75% reduction in ship traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz, with Iran
now demanding the lifting of all blockades
and payment of reparations as a

prerequisite for reopening the waterway.

Eastern Economic Integration: Central
Bank Governor Hemmati announced that
Iran will soon join the BRICS New
Development Bank. This move is intended
to bypass the SWIFT system and facilitate
trade in national currencies with Russia
India, and China.
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e US Asset Depletion: State media
highlights reports of a crisis in US military
logistics, claiming that over 1,500 Patriot
missiles have been consumed in the conflict
with Iran, reducing US stockpiles to levels
that compromise global readiness in East
Asia.

* The "Makkah Pact" Security Shift: A
new defense treaty between Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and Pakistan (the Makkah Pact) is
analyzed as a sign of regional allies
abandoning the US security umbrella. Iran
interprets this as proof of US strategic
decline.

* Retrospective Mobilization: Extensive
coverage was given to the anniversary of
the Minab school bombing, using the
tragedy to build a "war crimes" case
against the US and Israel while fueling the
narrative of a sacred defense against
"child-killing" regimes.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The IRGC
has been tasked with acquiring "offensive
readiness," a departure from historical norms.
The appointment of Commander Azmayi to
lead the Navy emphasizes a hardline
approach to maintaining the blockade of
Hormuz. Reports also indicate the use of
"hybrid" tactics involving drones and missiles
to stress US air defenses.

Critical Infrastructure Security Internal
reports focus on protecting the South Pars
gas and oil fields, which supply 40% of the
nation's energy, following targeted strikes by
US/Israeli forces on rail bridges and power
plants. Resilience is highlighted through the
rebuilding of damaged hubs like the Shushtar

sugar industry.

Diplomacy & Statecraft President
Pezeshkian engaged in a high-level call with
Japanese PM Takaichi, who urged Iran to
use its influence to prevent tension in the Bab-
el-Mandeb. Concurrently, Iran is positioning
itself as a "regional regulator" by coordinating

with Turkey prior to new defense agreements.

Energy & Food Security The administration
has mandated that all government offices face
power cuts to ensure that industrial sectors

remain operational during the summer peak.

Agriculture Minister Nuri is in Kabul to

food  supply chains through

cooperation with Afghanistan.

secure

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk The
Maijlis is finalizing the International Crimes
Bill, which would allow for the in-absentia
trial and asset seizure of US and Israeli
commanders for war crimes committed during
the conflict.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of the US Maritime
Hegemony A recurring strategic narrative is
the supposed "end of the aircraft carrier era."
State analysts emphasize that despite having
massive carriers, the US is unable to secure
the Strait of Hormuz against Iran's

asymmetric naval tactics. The narrative claims

that for the first time in decades, the Persian
Gulf has zero US warships, a situation the
state interprets as a permanent shift in the
global balance of power. This is used to signal
to regional neighbors that the US can no

longer protect its proxies.

Psychological Warfare: The "Trump in the
Trash" Narrative The media has latched onto
reports of Donald Trump hiding in a food or
garbage truck in Turkey to avoid an Iranian-
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linked threat. This story 1is wused to
systematically deconstruct the image of US
power, labeling the US President as "scared
and humiliated" ftrash truck incident. By
contrasting this with the "martyrdom" and
bravery of Iranian commanders, the state
media seeks to erode the psychological
deterrent of the US military.

Sanctions as War: The Human Cost
Narrative There is a deliberate effort to link
current sanctions and the maritime blockade
to the emotional legacy of the "Minab 168"
(the children killed in a school strike). This
serves to frame the economic conflict not
as a policy dispute, but as a genocidal
campaign against the Iranian people. This
thematic pillar is essential for maintaining
domestic support for a "total war" economy.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Iranian domestic environment is
characterized by enforced cohesion under
the guise of religious mourning. However,
cracks in state capacity are visible. The
"Kalabarg" (electronic subsidy) system faced
significant technical failures and confusion,
with many citizens being wrongly identified as
"residents abroad" after traveling to Iraq for
pilgrimages. The Ministry of Labor had to

issue a frantic clarification to prevent social

unrest subsidies panic.

Furthermore, the "100 Nights, 100
Inspections" program highlights the severity
of the power crisis, as the state struggles to
balance residential demands with the needs of
the industrial sector. While state media
portrays a unified populace "spending 165
nights in the streets" to support the military,
the government's focus on "neighborhood-
centric" governance and preventing

"partisan looks" in medical missions
suggests a fear of political fragmentation. In
the US, the broadcasts claim high levels of
"disgust" for Trump (2 out of 3 Americans)
and severe economic inflation due to the war
with Iran.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Iran frames the current world order as
"Western Lawlessness," with the Foreign
Ministry questioning if the 21st century has
returned to the "Wild West" due to the US
ignoring ICC warrants. In response, Iran is
projecting power by acting as a regional
arbiter. The administration is wusing its
control over energy corridors to force Japan
and European diplomatic
concessions.

nations into

The global posture is increasingly multipolar
and defiant. China’s "unprecedented" trade
retaliation against the US is celebrated as a
coordinated effort with Iran’s naval pressure
China retaliation. Iran is also positioning itself
as the strategic depth for Pakistan and a
primary partner for a "stable" Afghanistan,
essentially trying to build a contiguous land
corridor that is immune to US naval power.
The "Makkah Pact" is seen as the final nail in
the coffin for the "Petrodollar-for-Security"
deal that defined US-Saudi relations
Petrodollar end.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is one of severe "war
footing" with a reliance on the Eastern pivot.
Brent crude has risen to $85 per barrel, but
Iran is more focused on using oil as a
geopolitical weapon than as a simple
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revenue stream. The entry into the BRICS
bank is the primary hope for financial stability.

* Energy Market Disruption: Global transit
through Hormuz has fallen to an average of
11 vessels per day, down from normal
levels. Iran claims it will manage the
waterway's "new regime" new regime.

* BRICS Membership: Iran  expects
imminent full membership in the BRICS
New Development Bank to unlock
infrastructure loans and non-dollar trade.

* US Domestic Inflation: ABC News is cited
to claim the US lost 23,000 jobs last month
specifically due to the war with Iran, with
55% of Americans feeling their financial
situation is worsening.

* Trade Retaliation: China has implemented
vast restrictions on exports of drone
components and lithium batteries to the
US, effectively targeting the US tech supply
chain.

* Industrial Resilience: The Shushtar sugar
plant and provincial
reporting a 15-30% increase in production
since power cuts were shifted away from
industrial zones.

industries are

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The reorganization of the military high
command is the most significant personnel
shift, aimed at wunifying the command
structure for the "offensive doctrine."

e Commander Azmayi: Appointed as the
new JRGC Naval Commander, replacing
Tangsiri. His primary mission is to enforce
the "Iranian arrangements" in the Strait of
Hormuz.

* Commander Vahidi: His new appointment
within the Khatam-al-Anbiva HQ involves
coordinating the new offensive capabilities
across the joint staff.

e Roman Gofman (Mossad): Noted as the
new head of Mossad who has initiated a
purge of the Iran Desk and intelligence
directors following the failure of instability
plans in Tehran.

* Sajjad Anoushiravani: FElected as the
Secretary-General of Central Asian
Weightlifting, signaling Iran’s continued
use of "soft power" and sports diplomacy

sports diplomacy.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s hierarchy prioritized state-
sanctioned mourning and naval
dominance. The lead stories consistently
focused on the sheer number of pilgrims in
Mashhad (over 5 million) and the
"humiliation" of the US Navy. The Minab 168
retrospective was given extraordinary airtime,
utilizing high-quality 3D forensics to prove the
US hit a school, creating an emotional anchor
for the day’s more technical military news.
Buried stories included technical failures in
the national subsidy system and the details of
the "International Crimes" legislation, which
could have serious implications for diplomatic
immunity but were framed as mere
procedural wins. Conspicuous Omissions
include any mention of Iranian casualties in
the recent naval skirmishes or the specifics of
domestic inflation within Iran, which is likely
surging despite the "war resilience" narrative.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is divided into an ailing, panicked
West and a rising, principled East. Leaders
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are characterized by their adherence to INFORMATION WARFARE

"divine" or "historical" justice versus ENVIRONMENT
"materialistic" greed.

* Narrative Seeding: The state is actively
seeding the idea that Hormuz will never
return to the status quo ante. By
repeatedly citing US analysts like
Mearsheimer and Wendy Sherman, they
attempt to give "Western legitimacy" to the
claim that Iran has already won the naval
war.

* United States (Trump): Portrayed as
weak, irrational, and cowardly. "Trump is a
coward... hiding to protect himself while
putting journalists in danger" Trump
cowardice. The US is seen as an "exhausted
power" unable to maintain its own

stockpiles.

* Israel (Netanyahu): Framed as a "child-
killing" entity in the throes of a terminal
crisis. The Mossad purges are cited as
proof that the regime is eating its own due
to intelligence failures against Iran.

* Astro-turfed Sentiment: Interviews with
"ordinary Americans" (like an unnamed
man claiming he is "happy the US is
losing") are used to suggest that the US
government has lost its mandate.

* Technological Psy-Ops: Use of 3D
forensics and satellite imagery (Google
Maps) to "prove" US targeting of schools in
Minab, directly countering US claims of
hitting "military hubs" Minab forensics.

* China (Xi Jinping): Portrayed as a
"competent and principled" ally that has
finally lost patience with US "bullying."
Their tech sanctions are seen as a

legitimate self-defense measure.

* Japan (Takaichi): Framed as a
‘pragmatic” - player  seeking Iranian - pupGrHESES AND FUTURE
mediation to save its own supply lines in
the Red Sea. OUTLOOK

* Lebanon/Hezbollah: Portrayed as

* The Offensive doctrine in practice:
Within weeks, we may see the first IRGC
"selective strikes" on regional US bases or
naval assets in the North Indian Ocean,
rather than just in the Persian Gulf, as the

new doctrine is operationalized.

* Hormuz Toll System: Iran is likely to
implement a formal "reparation toll" or
"security fee" for all non-allied vessels
transiting Hormuz, effectively turning the
strait into a sovereign revenue source.

* BRICS Financial Parallel: Membership in
the New Development Bank will lead to a
surge in joint Iran-China industrial
projects in the "safe" northern corridors,
further insulating the regime from

maritime pressure.

"steadfast" (specifically regarding the Ali
Taher hill) while the Lebanese government
is framed as weak or potentially
complicit for its silence on Israeli border
encroachments.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued
technical volatility in the Iranian Kalabarg/
Subsidy system as the state tries to manage
domestic pressure while pilgrims return. In
Lebanon, the battle for Ali Taher hill will
likely escalate into a major flashpoint as Israel

attempts to improve its election-season optics.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): US Midterm
Elections (November 2026) will be the target
of intense Iranian and Chinese information
operations. Iran will likely maintain the
Hormuz blockade to maximize inflationary
pressure on the US electorate. The Makkah
Pact nations (Saudi, Turkey, Pakistan) may
begin formalizing a security architecture that

excludes the US Navy regional architecture.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in
global trade where the "Northern Corridor"
(Russia-Iran-India) becomes the primary
alternative to maritime routes. Iran’s
offensive doctrine could lead to a permanent
military presence in the "Blue Waters" of the
Atlantic or Mediterranean, mimicking the US

global reach beyond borders.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Regional Infrastructure War: Escalating
Iranian "offensive" strikes against UAE or
Saudi desalination and power plants in
retaliation for the US maritime blockade.
Triggers: Continued US missile strikes on
Iranian-bound commercial ships like the
Vila Nova. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Massive energy/water crisis in the Gulf.
Mitigations: Diplomatic mediation via
Japan or Oman to establish a "Safe Transit
Zone."

* US Stockpile Collapse & East Asia
Vacuum: The depletion of US interceptors
(Patriot/Tad) emboldens China to take
kinetic action against Taiwan. Triggers: US
being forced to deploy its last remaining
Pacific batteries to the Persian Gulf.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Global
conflict. Mitigations: Rapid US defense
production ramp-up or tactical withdrawal
from the "Third Imposed War."

Iranian Domestic Unrest via Subsidy
Failure: technical collapse of the Kalabarg
system during war-time inflation leads to
localized riots. Triggers: Widespread
"foreign resident" misidentification of
domestic citizens. Likelihood: Medium-
High. Impact: Threat to regime stability.
Mitigations: Immediate manual override
of subsidy disbursements and increased
police presence subsidy warnings.

* Lebanese Civil Conflict: A breakdown in
the Lebanese government over the
"Amnesty Law" for terrorists and the
silencing of the Christian Defense Minister.
Triggers: Resignation of the Defense
Minister or the army refusing to follow the
Prime Minister's orders. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: Destabilization of
Hezbollah's rear. Mitigations: Restoration
of the "Makkah Pact" style regional
mediation Lebanon crisis.

* Hormuz Environmental Catastrophe:
Oil spills from damaged vessels (like the
"foreign bulk mentioned)
destroying Gulf ecosystems. Triggers:
Kinetic strikes on tankers in the Strait.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Collapse of
regional  fisheries and  desalination.
Mitigations: Iranian/Omani joint
environmental response task force pollution
response.

carrier"
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

US Naval Position: The claim that "zero
US warships" remain in the Persian Gulf
contradicts US global posture; the
transcripts do not explain where the Fifth
Fleet has actually moved or if they are
simply operating from outside the Strait.

0Oil Revenue Reality: While Iran claims
$85 oil and Hormuz dominance, it omits the
actual volume of Iranian oil successfully
hitting markets despite the US blockade
and the "missile strike" on the Vila Nova.

Internal Dissent: The broadcasts mention
"165 nights in the streets," but do not
distinguish between voluntary supporters
and state-organized mobilization, nor do
they cover the sentiment of the millions not
in the streets.

The New Supreme Leader’s Role: There
is a significant gap in explaining how the
transition to "Imam Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei" was finalized and what his
specific powers are compared to his
predecessor.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Offensive" Bluff: The shift to an
"offensive doctrine" may not be a sign of
strength, but a desperate move to deter a
US land invasion that Iran believes is
imminent. By threatening strikes on US
soil, they are attempting a "Mutually
Assured Destruction" (MAD) for
infrastructure to compensate for traditional
military inferiority.

e The

e The

Japan-Iran Secret Channel:
Japanese PM Takaichi's call might not be
about Red Sea peace, but a back-channel
for a US-Iran energy-for-peace deal that
bypasses Trump's public hardline stance.
Japan, fearing for its economy, could be the
actual "bridge" while Oman is the "office."

"Black Swan": Gulf Alliance
Realignment: Saudi Arabia’s "Makkah
Pact" could be a precursor to a regional
non-aggression pact with Iran, where
Gulf monarchs trade the US security deal
for an "Iranian Guarantee" of Hormuz
passage, essentially flipping the entire post-
WWII security order.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* Supply Chains:

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Governments must prepare for

Iranian "offensive" asymmetric actions in
non-traditional theaters (e.g., the Atlantic
or Mediterranean).

Economic: Diversification away from
Middle Eastern energy transit is no longer
optional; Hormuz is now a politically
managed, not open, waterway strait
stalemate.

Diplomatic: Engagement with BRICS
institutions is necessary to understand the
new non-SWIFT trade settlement
mechanisms being pioneered by Iran and
China.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Companies reliant on
drone components or lithium should expect
significant delays or price hikes due to
China’s targeted retaliation tech war.
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Regulatory Compliance: The new
"International Crimes Bill" in Iran suggests
that firms with assets in Iran could see
them seized if their home governments

(specifically the US) are deemed
"belligerents" asset seizure bill.
Investment: Opportunities are shifting

toward the ‘“International North-South
Transport Corridor" (INSTC) as a war-proof
land alternative to maritime shipping.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Iranian Majlis and the Presidential office
focused on war-time administration and legal
countermeasures against foreign aggression.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

International Crimes Bill (25 Articles):
Aimed at criminalizing "war crimes,
genocide, and aggression" by foreign
powers, allowing for in-absentia trials and
the legal seizure of perpetrator assets
International Crimes Bill.

Energy Consumption Management
Directive: Mandates a "competitive and
motivational" mechanism for provinces to
reduce water and energy use, prioritizing
industrial production over government

bureaucracy Energy Directive.

Registration of Non-Immovable Assets
(Article 14): A long-delayed housing law
requiring unique codes for pre-sale units to
prevent fraud, now being fast-tracked as a
"social stability" measure Article 14.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Pezeshkian-Japanese PM Call: Focus on
regional de-escalation and the Bab-el-
Mandeb bottleneck Japan call.

« BRICS Ministerial

(Jaipur, India):
governor Hemmati pushing for the "BRICS
Bank" and non-dollar settlement Jaipur

meeting.

e Arbaeen/Safar Central HQ Presser: Vice

Minister of Interior announcing the
successful management of 4 million
pilgrims and the "national

Mashhad pilgrim stats.

gaze" on

KEY STORIES

* Prophet

Muhammad Mourning in
Mashhad: Over 5 million
including 700,000 on foot, gathered in
Mashhad to mark the end of the month of
Safar, fusing religious history with the
"Martyred Leader" narrative pilgrimage
coverage.

Offensive Military Doctrine Launch:
Commander Naghdi and other high-ranking
officials confirmed a shift to "offensive
readiness" and strikes on "enemy soil"
US Blockade Strike on Vila Nova: US
Central Command (CENTCOM) fired a
Hellfire missile at the engine room of the
Panamanian ship Vila Nova for attempting
to reach an Iranian port Vila Nova strike.

pilgrims,

Hormuz Traffic Collapse: WS] and Kepler
data show daily transits dropped to 6 ships
on Monday, with the vast majority choosing
Iranian management over US-protected
routes Hormuz data.

China’s Trade War escalation: Beijing
implemented massive trade and technology

restrictions against the US, targeting
magnets and lithium vital for drones
hina's w niz r
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* Trump "Hiding in Trash" Scandal:
Global media, including Washington Post
and Al-Mayadeen, mock Trump for hiding
in a food/garbage truck during a Turkey

trip to evade threats Trump truck story.

* Minab School Bombing Anniversary: A
high-production emotional retrospective on
the "Minab 168" children killed by US/
Israeli missiles, used as the primary case
for war crimes Minab Retrospective.

* Lebanon Ali Taher Front: Israeli forces
used phosphorus bombs to try and take the
strategic Ali Taher hill near Nabatieh, while
the Lebanese government remained silent
Ali Taher hill.

* Mossad Internal Purge: Mossad chief
Roman Gofman fired the Iran Desk head
and other top directors following
intelligence failures in the "Third Imposed

War" Mossad purges.

* BRICS Integration: governor Hemmati
confirmed Iran's request to join the New
Development Bank is being finalized in

India BRICS bank entry.

* Subsidy System Technical Glitch:
Conflicting Ministry of Labor reports on
why thousands of citizens had their
"Kalabarg" subsidies cut after visiting Iraq
subsidy chaos.

International Crimes Legislation: The
Majlis concluded the review of the war
crimes bill, preparing for "in-absentia"
trials of US leaders International Crimes
Bill.

e Japanese Diplomatic Overture: Japanese
PM Takaichi called Pezeshkian to discuss
regional stability and the Bab-el-Mandeb

straits Japan call.

e US Military Health Crisis: Families of
5,000 sailors on the USS Abraham Lincoln
filed a complaint over the "mental collapse"
of crew members at sea for 8 months
Lincoln crew crisis.

Shushtar Sugar Industry Recovery: The
sugar factory, bombed in the "Ramadan
War," has been restored using domestic

youth talent Shushtar recovery.

* West Bank House-to-House
Occupation: Reports of a "new phase" of
Israeli occupation in Nablus, involving the
takeover of civilian homes West Bank
takeover.

* Mourning for Music Legend: The death
of Hossein Khajeh Amiri (Iraj), a master of

Iranian song, at age 94 Iraj obituary.

* Asian Weightlifting Success: Iranian
youth weightlifters took 3 golds, 1 silver,
and 1 bronze in Uzbekistan Weightlifting
results.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
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level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.

nnouncing-our-
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