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GEOPOLITICAL VOLATILITY IN THE

MIDDLE EAST AND DOMESTIC

POLITICAL POLARIZATION STRAIN

PAKISTAN’S STRATEGIC

MANEUVERABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July  14-15,  2026,  marks  a  period  of  acute

strategic  tension  for  Pakistan,  characterized

by  a  dangerous  convergence  of  regional

military escalation and domestic institutional

friction.  Externally,  the  Middle  East  has

entered a cycle of direct kinetic confrontation

between the United States and Iran, following

a series of tanker attacks in the Persian Gulf

and massive retaliatory strikes. Pakistan finds

itself  in  a  precarious  diplomatic  position,

attempting  to  mediate  through  "shuttle

diplomacy"  by  Chief  of  Army  Staff  (COAS)

Asim  Munir  and  Prime  Minister  Shehbaz

Sharif  while  its  own  border  security  is

threatened by spillover from Afghanistan. The

state  is  actively  projecting  a  posture  of

"principled  neutrality"  while  simultaneously

seeking deepened military and economic ties

with  Turkey  and  Qatar  to  offset  internal

vulnerabilities.

Domestically, the Pakistani state is engaged in

a high-stakes information war to preserve the

"sanctity  of  the  military"  following

controversial  remarks  by  Maulana  Fazl-ur-

Rehman  regarding  the  compensation  of

martyrs.  This  has  triggered  a  massive,

coordinated  state-media  response  aimed  at

delegitizing  political  dissent  by  equating  it

with  an  affront  to  national  security.

Simultaneously, the government is struggling

to  suppress  a  escalating  civil  unrest

movement in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)

and  a  deteriorating  security  situation  in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), where state writ is

openly  challenged  after  sunset.  The

administration  is  leveraging  the  "cashless

economy" initiative and I.T. export growth as

evidence  of  resilience,  even  as  the  stock

market  and  commodity  prices  react  to  the

specter of a broader regional war.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional  Military  Escalation: The  US

has  conducted  three  consecutive  days  of

strikes  against  90  Iranian  targets  in

response to  tanker  attacks  in  the  Persian

Gulf  and  strikes  in  Jordan.  Iran  has

retaliated against US bases in the Gulf and

threatened to close the Strait  of  Hormuz,

causing global oil prices to spike by 9%.

Operation  Shaban/Shauban: A  large-

scale  counter-terrorism  operation  is

underway  in  Balochistan  and  KP  against

"Fitna  al-Khawarij"  (TTP)  and  associated

groups.  Security  forces  have  reportedly

killed  over  123  militants  since  July  5,

though  the  state  admits  significant

challenges to its writ in border regions.
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Political  Crisis  over  Martyrdom

Narrative: Maulana  Fazl-ur-Rehman’s

comments  linking  soldier  sacrifices  to

"salaries"  have  sparked  a  unprecedented

backlash  from  the  cabinet and  military

leadership,  who  characterize  the  remarks

as a "threat to national unity."

Azad Kashmir  Unrest: Clashes  between

the  Joint  Action  Committee  and  security

forces  in  Rawalakot  have  resulted  in  the

martyrdom  of  a  Ranger and  injuries  to

dozens,  with  the  state  accusing  the

movement  of  using  "human  shields"  and

having an "anti-state agenda."

Economic  Digitalization  Push: The

government  reports  a  significant  surge in

mobile  banking  users  (from 95  million  to

137 million) and a 300% increase in active

QR code merchants as part of a transition

to a "cashless economy."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization:

Operation  Shaban  remains  the  central

domestic  military  focus,  with  air  and

ground  assets  deployed  in  Balochistan  to

neutralize "foreign-backed" insurgents. The

military is also managing complex internal

security threats in Bannu and surrounding

areas.

Civil  Unrest  &  Social  Order: The

situation in AJK has reached a flashpoint,

with  the  government  declaring  a  "zero-

tolerance"  policy  against  protesters  who

have  blocked  major  highways.  The  state

frames this as a conspiracy to destroy the

peace of Kashmir.

Diplomacy  &  Statecraft: COAS  General

Asim Munir’s visit to Turkey resulted in him

receiving  the  highest  Turkish  military

award,  signaling  a  deepening  of  the

"strategic  brotherly  bond"  as  Pakistan

seeks to modernize its defense apparatus.

Terrorism  &  Asymmetric  Threats:

Intelligence  reports  highlight  a  "nexus"

between  "Fitna  al-Khawarij,"  "Fitna  al-

Hindustan,"  and  Jamaat-ul-Ahrar,  with

training  and  planning  traced  back  to

Afghan soil.

Information Warfare & Disinformation:

The state has launched a massive campaign

to counter "anti-state narratives" on social

media,  claiming that 20% of accounts are

involved in malicious activities.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Martyrdom: A

dominant  theme  is  the  use  of  the  "martyr"

(Shaheed) as an untouchable political symbol.

By  framing  Maulana  Fazl-ur-Rehman’s

criticism as an attack on the military’s soul,

the state is effectively shutting down debate

on the human and financial  cost  of  ongoing

counter-insurgency  efforts.  This  signals  a

trend  where  political  legitimacy  is

increasingly  tied  to  one's  proximity  to  the

military's ideological red lines.

Proxy  War Narrative  Seeding: Pakistan  is

aggressively  pushing  the  narrative  that  all

domestic unrest—from AJK protests to Baloch

insurgencies—is  the  result  of  a  coordinated

"Indian  proxy"  effort  using  Afghan  territory.

This  narrative  serves  to  externalize  internal

failures and  justify  the  use  of  heavy  kinetic

force against civilian-led movements.

Transition  to  Controlled  Digitalization:

The  push  for  a  "cashless  economy"  is
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presented  as  a  modernization  success,  but

between  the  lines,  it  functions  as  a

mechanism  for  increased  financial

surveillance  and  tax  documentation.  This  is

critical  as  the  state  faces  a  widening  trade

deficit  and  the  need  to  meet  international

financial commitments.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Pakistan  is  facing  a  profound  crisis  of

institutional  writ.  In  KP,  commentators  and

politicians  admit  that  the  government's  writ

vanishes at night, with militant groups moving

freely. The elite political environment is hyper-

polarized; the cabinet has spent the bulk of its

energy  attacking  Maulana  Fazl-ur-Rehman,

indicating  that  internal  factionalism  is

distracting  from  governance.  In  AJK,  the

transition from economic demands (electricity

prices)  to  an  "insurrectionary"  movement

suggests a loss of the government's mandate

in the territory. Furthermore, the introduction

of  a  bill  to  grant  "VIP  Blue  Passports"  to

parliamentarians and their children amidst a

national economic crisis highlights a growing

disconnect  between  the  ruling  class  and  a

public  burdened  by  inflation  and  security

fears.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Pakistan’s global posture is one of defensive

maneuvering in a "hostile threat matrix." The

international  system  is  portrayed  as

increasingly  anarchic,  particularly  with  the

US and Iran on the brink of war. Pakistan is

positioning  itself  as  a  potential  mediator to

prevent a regional collapse that would destroy

its  energy  supply  lines.  The  military’s

"Strategic Brotherly" outreach to Turkey and

Qatar  is  a  move  to  secure  non-Western

support  and  defense  technology.

Simultaneously,  the  state  portrays  India  as

being in "internal chaos" (citing Manipur and

press  freedom  declines)  to  counter  India’s

regional dominance.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is overshadowed by the

regional  energy  crisis,  though  the  state

highlights  specific  I.T.  sector  gains.  Market

sentiment  is  bearish  due  to  the  US-Iran

conflict.

Commodities: Brent  crude  jumped  to

$86.9 per barrel following a 9% daily spike.

Locally, there is a push to update refinery

policies  to  reduce  reliance  on  imported

diesel.

Currency & Markets: The Euro is trading

at  316.64  rupees.  The  stock  market  has

shown  a  "negative  trajectory"  due  to

international escalations.

Trade & Growth: I.T. exports reached $4.5

billion,  a  29%  year-on-year  increase.  Car

sales rose 39% due to improved financing

and new models.

Digitalization: Digital  payments  through

QR codes saw a 300% increase,  aimed at

curbing the undocumented economy.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The reporting focuses on the consolidation of

current leadership and the marginalization of

traditional religious-political figures.

Maulana  Fazl-ur-Rehman: Currently

faces  a  coordinated  campaign  of  political

isolation.  His  traditional  role  as  a

kingmaker  is  being  stripped  away  as  the

state labels his rhetoric as "anti-national."

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PTVNEWS_20260714_153000


General  Asim  Munir: Portrayed  as  the

architect  of  regional  security,  receiving

international accolades and managing high-

level diplomatic files in Turkey.

Mohammad  Ishaq  Dar: Emerging  as  a

key diplomatic figure, meeting with SAARC

and  UN  officials to  secure  Pakistan’s

regional standing.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

PTV  News  maintains  a  fiercely  nationalistic

and pro-military  editorial  posture.  The Lead

Stories consistently  revolve  around

"Operation  Shaban"  successes,  the

condemnation  of  Maulana  Fazl-ur-Rehman,

and the  diplomatic  "triumphs"  of  the  COAS.

These  are  designed  to  induce  a  sense  of

national pride and unity under threat. Buried

Stories include the specific grievances of the

AJK protesters  and the nuanced reasons for

the  government's  loss  of  writ  in  KP  border

districts.  Conspicuous  Omissions include

any  critical  analysis  of  the  "Blue  Passport"

bill's  impact  on  public  sentiment  or

independent  verification  of  the  civilian

casualty counts in AJK and KP operations.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext  reveals  a world viewed through

the lens of proxy warfare and "Great Power"

indifference.

Iran: Portrayed  as  a  "brotherly"  but

"emotional"  and  "overconfident" actor

whose  miscalculations  in  the  Gulf  are

endangering regional stability.

USA: Framed as a "parental figure" to the

Pakistani  elite  (the  "May-Baap"  narrative)

but  also  as  a  destabilizing  force whose

interests often conflict with regional peace.

India: Portrayed  as  "weak  and  chaotic,"

with  state-sponsored  reports  focusing  on

"racial  riots"  in  Manipur and  "failures  in

Nagaland"  to  diminish  India’s  image  of

regional competence.

Turkey: Portrayed as a "strong and stable"

model  for  Pakistan,  with  its  military  and

leadership treated as the ultimate strategic

partner.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  state  is  heavily

seeding  the  term  "Fitna  al-Khawarij"  to

label  the  TTP,  religiously  delegitizing  the

group while  framing  military  action  as  a

holy duty.

Censorship  &  Manipulation: PTV

provides  one-sided  coverage  of  the  AJK

unrest,  showing  only  "human  shield"

narratives  and  ignoring  the  underlying

economic protests.

Psy-Ops: The  broadcasting  of  "martyr's

family"  interviews  is  used  as  a

psychological  tool  to  silence  political

criticism of the defense budget and military

strategy.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Escalation  in  AJK: The  "zero-tolerance"

policy in AJK likely indicates an imminent

crackdown that  could  lead to  a  sustained

insurgency  if  local  economic  grievances

remain unaddressed.

Energy  Crisis: If  the  Iran-US  conflict

continues  for  more  than  two  weeks,

Pakistan will face severe fuel rationing and

a  possible  economic  standstill  as  Brent

prices cross the $100 threshold.
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Political  Realignment: The  attack  on

Fazl-ur-Rehman  signals  a  permanent  shift

away  from  the  traditional  "consensus

politics," leading toward a more autocratic

governance  model justified  by  national

security emergencies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect massive

arrests of Joint Action Committee members

in  AJK  and  a  further  "cleaning"  of  social

media  platforms  as  the  state  implements

new cyber-surveillance tools.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Shift

toward an "Energy Emergency" budget as

the  trade  deficit  widens  due  to  high  oil

costs.  Pakistan  may  formalize  a  new

defense production treaty with Turkey.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structural

transition  to  a  fully  digital,  tracked

economy,  with  the  elimination  of  the

informal  cash  sector to  facilitate  debt

repayment and surveillance.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Regional  War  Spilling  into  Pakistan:

Triggered by US-Iran kinetic strikes hitting

Iranian  border  provinces;  Likelihood:

Moderate/High;  Impact:  Catastrophic

destruction of trade and potential refugee

influx;  Mitigation:  Immediate  neutrality

declaration and shuttle diplomacy.

Collapse of State Writ in KP: Triggered

by the TTP seizing control of more border

districts  during  night  hours;  Likelihood:

High;  Impact:  Loss  of  sovereign  control

over  vast  territories;  Mitigation:

Reinforcing  paramilitary  presence and

negotiating local tribal militias.

Hyper-inflation  Shock: Triggered  by  oil

crossing $110/bbl due to the closure of the

Strait  of  Hormuz;  Likelihood:  Moderate;

Impact:  Civil  unrest  in  urban  centers;

Mitigation:  Accelerated  refinery  reforms

and emergency subsidies.

Azad Kashmir Insurgency: Triggered by

civilian  deaths  in  Rawalakot  during  a

crackdown;  Likelihood:  Moderate/High;

Impact:  Permanent  instability  in  the  most

sensitive  strategic  territory;  Mitigation:

Immediate  release  of  political  prisoners

and tariff reductions.

Internal  Institutional  Decay: Triggered

by the "VIP Passport" bill causing a public

revolt;  Likelihood:  Low/Moderate;  Impact:

Loss  of  elite  legitimacy;  Mitigation:

Withdrawal  of  the  bill and  austerity

measures.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcasts  fail  to  report  the  exact

nature  of  civilian  grievances in  AJK,

framing it entirely as a security issue rather

than a cost-of-living crisis.

There  is  no  discussion  of  the  specific

military  losses in  the  KP  "sunset  writ"

zones,  only  general  success  metrics  for

Operation Shaban.

The report on I.T. exports lacks context on

how global tech layoffs or AI advancements

might hinder the 29% growth trend.

The  US-Iran  conflict  reporting  relies

heavily on state-affiliated sources from all

three  sides,  with  little  independent

verification  of  target  destruction  or

casualty counts.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Strategic  Stalling: The  diplomatic

mediation efforts with Iran might actually

be  a  stalling  tactic to  allow  the  US  and

allies  to  reposition  assets  while  Pakistan

secures its own energy reserves.

Artificial  Crisis: The  "martyrdom"

controversy  may  have  been  narratively

seeded by the state specifically to provide a

pretext  for  silencing  Maulana  Fazl-ur-

Rehman and consolidating power ahead of

expected economic shocks.

Black Swan Event: An unplanned kinetic

exchange  between  Indian  and  Pakistani

forces  in  Kashmir,  triggered  by  unrest  in

AJK,  leading  to  a  two-front  war  scenario

while Pakistan is focused on the West.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prioritize  the  energy  diversification

strategy to  include  non-Gulf  sources  to

mitigate  the  risk  of  Strait  of  Hormuz

closure.

Immediately  de-escalate  in  AJK  through

political  rather  than  kinetic  means to

prevent  the  emergence  of  a  new militant

front.

Strengthen SAARC institutions as a neutral

diplomatic  buffer against  Great  Power

polarization.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investors should hedge against high energy

input  costs in  manufacturing  as  regional

tensions persist.

Opportunities  exist  in  the  I.T.  export  and

digital  services sector,  which remains the

only  high-growth  resilient  domestic

industry.

Compliance  teams  must  monitor  the  new

"cashless  economy"  regulations to  ensure

readiness  for  increased  tax  auditing  and

financial tracking.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  elite

privileges and economic modernization, with a

significant push for digital transition policies.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

VIP Blue Passport Bill: A proposal to

grant blue passports to parliamentarians

and their children to ensure prestige and

ease of travel.

Digital  Banking  Initiative: New

guidelines  to  transition  the  national

economy  to  cashless  systems for

increased documentation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Joint  Kashmir  Press  Conference:

Secretaries  of  Interior  and  Education

detailing  "anti-state"  activities in  AJK

and the resulting "zero-tolerance" policy.

Operation  Shaban  Briefing: Military

and CTD officials exposing the network

behind the  Karachi  Rangers  HQ attack

and training camps in Afghanistan.

KEY STORIES

US-Iran  Five-Day  Escalation: Extensive

coverage  of  US  strikes  on  90  targets,

tanker damage in the Gulf, and impending

total war scenarios.
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The  Fazl-ur-Rehman  "Martyr  Salary"

Controversy: Cabinet-wide  condemnation

of  JUI-F  leader  for  allegedly  insulting

martyrs.

Operation  Shaban  Successes: Security

forces  claim  killing  123  militants  and

dismantling facilitator networks in Karachi

and Balochistan.

AJK  Highway  Blockades: Reports  of

violent  clashes  in  Rawalakot  and  the

martyrdom of a Ranger due to "insurgent"

fire.

COAS Turkey Visit: General  Asim Munir

awarded  the  Legion  of  Merit in  Ankara

during  a  high-profile  defense  cooperation

summit.

Cashless  Economy  Surge: PM  Shehbaz

Sharif  celebrates  the  rise  to  137  million

mobile banking users.

Manipur  Violence: State-run  media

highlights  racial  fasaadat  (riots) and

burning  homes  in  the  Indian  state  of

Manipur.

Houthi Strikes on Saudi Arabia: Missile

attacks  on  Saudi  airports  and

infrastructure  condemned  by  Pakistani

leadership.

Nagaland  Military  Convoy  Attack:

Indian forces reportedly suffer heavy losses

from Naga rebel attacks.

PM’s  Qatar  Outreach: PM  Sharif  visits

Doha  to  condole  the  death  of  the  former

Emir and discuss LNG supply security.

SAARC  Revitalization: Ishaq  Dar  meets

SAARC  Secretary  General  to  discuss

regional trade resilience.

I.T.  Export Milestone: Pakistan achieves

$4.5 billion in tech exports despite regional

instability.

KP  Writ  Crisis: Admissions  by  political

analysts  that  the  KP  government  has  no

writ after sunset in many districts.

UN Secretary  General  Candidates: PM

Sharif  meets Michelle Bachelet  to discuss

Pakistan's role in global governance.

Stock  Market  Red  Trajectory: Market

volatility witnessed throughout the day due

to the Gulf escalation.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts
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that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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