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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

RESTARTS KINETIC OPERATIONS IN

IRAN AS DOMESTIC LEGAL

SETBACKS AND FATAL FEDERAL

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS TRIGGER

INSTITUTIONAL CRISIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  Trump  administration  has  formally

notified Congress of a return to a "full-blown

hot war" with Iran, effectively ending a fragile

and  short-lived  ceasefire.  As  military

operations  enter  Day  108,  the  President  is

attempting  to  assert  unilateral  control  over

the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  proposing  a

controversial  20%  "protection  fee"  on

commercial  cargo—a  move  that  has  drawn

immediate  international  condemnation  and

led  to  a  sharp  reversal  within  24  hours

following pressure from regional allies and his

own  State  Department.  This  escalation  has

driven global oil prices to a one-month high,

threatening to erase recent inflationary gains

and  placing  the  Federal  Reserve  in  a

defensive  posture  as  interest  rate  hikes

remain on the table.

Domestically, the administration faces severe

scrutiny following two fatal ICE shootings in

Maine and Houston within a single week. Both

victims were non-targets, and the lack of body

camera  footage  has  fueled  accusations  of

racial  profiling  and  law  enforcement

lawlessness, leading ICE to temporarily pause

low-level  vehicle  stops.  Simultaneously,  the

Department  of  Justice’s  leadership  is  under

fire after a federal judge in Florida issued a

"scathing"  56-page  ruling  voiding  a  $1.8

billion "collusive" settlement between Trump

and  the  IRS.  The  judge  referred  several

Trump  attorneys,  including  Acting  Attorney

General Todd Blanche, for disciplinary action,

citing  a  "fraud  on  the  court"  intended  to

create  a  taxpayer-funded  slush  fund  for

political allies.

The political landscape is further complicated

by  the  sudden  death  of  Senator  Lindsey

Graham  and  the  ongoing  hospitalization  of

Senator Mitch McConnell, leaving the Senate

Republican majority in a state of flux. With a

one-seat edge on the Judiciary Committee, the

confirmation  of  Todd  Blanche  as  permanent

Attorney General is in significant peril. Amidst

these  crises,  the  President  is  preparing  a

prime-time  address  for  Thursday  night

focused  on  relitigating  the  2020  election,

reportedly  planning  to  use  cherry-picked,

declassified  intelligence  to  allege  foreign

interference,  a  move analysts  interpret  as  a

desperate  effort  to  distract  from  mounting

military  and  legal  failures  ahead  of  the

midterms.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Resumption of Open Hostilities with Iran

The  administration  officially  notified

Congress that the U.S. is back at war with

Iran,  restarting  the  60-day  War  Powers

clock.
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The  U.S.  conducted  a  third  consecutive

night of strikes on 300 targets, while Iran

hit UAE tankers in the Strait of Hormuz.

The President's proposal to charge tolls for

passage  through  international  waterways

was criticized as illegal under international

law by his own Secretary of State.

Federal  Judiciary  Rebukes  DOJ  "Self-

Dealing"

Judge  Kathleen  Williams  ruled  that  a

Trump-IRS lawsuit was a "sham" intended

to  funnel  $1.8  billion  to  a  slush  fund for

political allies.

Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche was

referred  to  the  New  York  Bar  for

misconduct and bad faith litigation.

The  ruling  characterized  the

administration’s  actions  as  an  attempt  to

"defile the very temple of justice" through

performative litigation.

ICE Fatalities and Policy Retrenchment

Deadly  shootings  of  26-year-old  Johann

Sebastian  Guerrero in  Maine  and

Lorenzo  Salgado  Araujo in  Houston

triggered massive local protests.

ICE  announced  a  temporary  pause  on

vehicle stops following reports that agents

were  not  targeting  the  men  killed  and

lacked body cameras.

Congressional  Democrats  and  regional

prosecutors  report  a  "complete  lack  of

cooperation"  from  federal  agencies  in

investigating these deaths.

Senate  Power  Shift  Following  Graham's

Death

The  appointment  of  Darlene  Graham

Nardone to her brother's seat complicates

Republican math for judicial confirmations.

Senator Ron Johnson is poised to take the

Budget Committee gavel,  signaling a shift

toward more radical fiscal policies.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  U.S.  military  is  reportedly  spending

over  $1  billion  per  day on  operations  in

Iran,  with  a  projected  supplemental

defense request reaching $1.5 trillion.

Trump  suggested  he  has  given  orders  to

"completely  decimate"  Iran  if  he  is

assassinated,  a  claim  legal  experts  call

"constitutional madness."

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The President met with the Prime Minister

of Iraq to discuss energy infrastructure and

regional  security,  though the U.S.  posture

appears increasingly isolated.

Representative Ro Khanna reported being

detained by Israeli military and settlers in

the West Bank, highlighting tensions within

the U.S.-Israel alliance.

Energy & Macroeconomics

June  inflation  was  recorded  at  3.5%,  but

economists warn that oil prices rebounding

to $80 will likely reverse this trend.

The Strait of Hormuz is effectively closed,

with  only  14  ships  passing  through on

Sunday compared to a pre-war average of

130.
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Leadership Dynamics & Governance

Supreme Court  Justices  Elena  Kagan  and

Amy  Coney  Barrett  testified  before

Congress requesting  an  additional  $228

million for  security  amid  a  38%  rise  in

threats.

The  "Shadow Docket"  remains  a  point  of

contention, with Justices defending its use

while  admitting  a  need  for  greater

transparency.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

A new White House Task Force,  involving

Bill  Pulte  and  John  Solomon,  is  scouring

raw intelligence to  find  evidence  of  2020

election irregularities.

Conspiracy  theories  surrounding  Senator

McConnell’s health and Senator Graham’s

death  are  proliferating  on  social  media,

sometimes amplified by elected officials.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Consolidation  of  the  "Unitary

Executive"

A central theme of the day's coverage is the

administration's  aggressive  pursuit  of  the

"Unitary Executive" theory, which posits that

the  President  should  have  absolute  control

over  all  executive  branch  functions.  This  is

manifested in the purging of over 200 career

DOJ  and  FBI  officials who  worked  on

investigations  into  Donald  Trump.  The

installation of loyalists like Todd Blanche and

Bill Pulte into roles that traditionally require

non-partisan expertise suggests a shift toward

a "retribution campaign" where federal power

is  weaponized  against  perceived  enemies,

including  members  of  Congress  and

journalists.

Institutional Decay and Resistance

The  transcripts  reveal  a  deepening  chasm

between the executive branch and the federal

judiciary/legislature.  Judge  Williams'  ruling

explicitly rebuked the DOJ for failing to act as

an  independent  check,  describing  it  as  an

"alter  ego"  of  the President.  Simultaneously,

the  Supreme  Court's  appearance  before

Congress indicates that even the highest court

is feeling the pressure of political polarization,

with Justices seeking protection from the very

public  their  decisions  affect.  The  "Shadow

Docket"  controversy  further  highlights  the

erosion of traditional transparent governance.

State-Sanctioned Violence as Policy

The fatal shootings by ICE agents, described

by  some  commentators  as  "state-sanctioned

murders,"  represent  a  trend  toward  violent

and reckless enforcement driven by top-down

quotas. The administration's defense of these

actions—often  refuted  by  eyewitnesses—

suggests  a  policy  environment  where  the

"chain  of  command" and  "numbers"  take

precedence  over  civil  liberties  and  public

safety. This has resulted in a "trail of bodies"

in  American  streets  that  is  mobilizing

domestic  opposition  and  alienating

traditionally moderate voter blocs.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The United States is currently experiencing a

period  of  intense  institutional  strain.  The

"elite  infighting"  has  reached  a  fever  pitch,

with  the  DOJ  actively  issuing  subpoenas  to

law firms and journalists, while the judiciary

responds  with  sanctions  against

administration  lawyers.  Partisan  polarization

is  increasingly  physical;  the  rise  in  threats

against  judges and  the  use  of  "swatting"

against public officials like Justice Barrett and
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Pete  Buttigieg  indicate  that  the  political

temperature is reaching a breaking point. The

massive  protests  in  Maine and  Houston

demonstrate a loss of government mandate in

significant portions of  the country regarding

immigration and public safety.

The  death  of  Senator  Graham  and  the

hospitalization  of  Senator  McConnell  have

created  a  leadership  vacuum that  is  being

filled  by  more  radical  figures,  such  as  Ron

Johnson, or by the President’s own appointed

"attack dogs." This instability is constraining

state  capacity,  particularly  as  the  House  of

Representatives  remains  at  a  standstill over

the  Save  America  Act,  threatening  a

government shutdown just months before the

midterms.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S.  is  increasingly  framed as  a  "rogue

state"  by  international  allies,  according  to

former  ambassadors.  The  administration's

unilateral  decision to reimpose the blockade

on  Iran and  its  disregard  for  international

waterway  laws  has  alienated  democratic

partners  in  Europe  and  Asia.  Allies  are

reportedly  exploring  security  arrangements

with  Iran rather  than  the  U.S.,  signaling  a

fracture  in  traditional  power  blocs.  The

administration’s  "soft  power"  has  been

severely diminished, as seen in the detention

of a U.S. Congressman by an ally (Israel) and

the general mockery of the U.S. "participation

trophy" statue on the National Mall. The U.S.

global  posture  has  shifted  from  proactive

leadership  to  defensive,  isolationist

protectionism,  evidenced  by  the  20%  cargo

levy and  the  abandonment  of  diplomatic

"must-pass" norms like the NDAA.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  outlook  is  characterized  by

"temporary relief" overshadowed by long-term

war-driven  instability.  June’s  inflation  report

showed  a  cooling,  but  current  commodity

spikes threaten to undo this progress.

Inflation: 3.5%  in  June,  with  an  0.2%

increase lower than expected.

Energy: Crude  oil  is  approaching  $80  a

barrel in the U.S. and $85 in London. Gas

prices are nearing $4 per gallon.

Interest Rates: Prediction markets see a

36%  chance  of  a  rate  hike following  the

resumption of the Iran war.

Corporate Mergers: 12 states are suing to

block  the  $110  billion  Paramount-Warner

Bros  merger,  alleging  it  would  harm

competition and press freedom.

Government  Spending: A  $1.1  trillion

defense  bill was  blocked  by  Senate

Democrats in protest of the war.

Youth Economic Pressure: 49% of adults

under 30 are living with their parents due

to high rent and grocery costs.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Sudden  deaths  and  strategic  appointments

are reshaping the governing coalition.

Darlene Graham Nardone: Appointed by

Governor  McMaster  to  fill  her  brother's

Senate seat; described as a reliable Trump

vote but lacking political influence.

Todd Blanche: Acting AG nominee whose

confirmation is "on thin ice" following Bar

referrals and the death of Senator Graham.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_100000_Morning_Joe
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_060000_The_11th_Hour_With_Ali_Velshi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_060000_The_11th_Hour_With_Ali_Velshi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_060000_The_11th_Hour_With_Ali_Velshi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_060000_The_11th_Hour_With_Ali_Velshi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_160000_On_the_Line_With_Alicia_Menendez
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_160000_On_the_Line_With_Alicia_Menendez
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_150000_MS_NOW_Reports
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260714_180000_The_Moment_With_Katy_Tur


Bill  Pulte: Acting  DNI  whose  lack  of

experience  is  "harming  the  U.S.

internationally" as  allies  see  him  as  a

political  agent rather than an intelligence

professional.

Kevin  Warsh: New  Federal  Reserve

Chairman facing pressure from the White

House to  lower  rates  despite  rising  war-

time inflation.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  editorial  posture  is  one  of

alarm and institutional defense.  The lead

stories are consistently the "Iran War," "Legal

Warfare/Slush  Funds,"  and  "Deadly  ICE

Shootings,"  presented  as  evidence  of  an

administration  "off  the  rails."  The  tone  is

skeptical  of  the  President’s  narratives,

frequently  calling  his  claims  "lies"  or

"fantasies."  There  is  a  strong  emphasis  on

civil  rights  and  voting  integrity,  with

significant airtime given to Democratic critics

and  victims  of  federal  enforcement.  Buried

Stories include detailed military progress in

Iran  (beyond  strikes)  and  positive  economic

indicators  outside  of  inflation.  Conspicuous

Omissions include  any  detailed  perspective

from  Trump  supporters  on  the  ground  in

Maine/Houston or an objective assessment of

the strategic necessity of the Iran blockade.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  international  system is  portrayed  as  an

anarchic  threat  matrix  where  the  U.S.  is

becoming a chaotic actor.

COUNTRIES

Iran:  Framed  as  a  resilient  foe  that  has

"successfully" closed the Strait of Hormuz

despite  U.S.  bombing.  Characterized  as

being  "wired  differently"  regarding  deal-

making.

China  &  Venezuela:  Portrayed  by  the

administration  as  election-interfering

threats, though intelligence analysts frame

these  claims  as  "bunch  of  bunk"  and

"cherry-picked."

Israel:  Depicted as a complex, aggressive

ally whose detention of a U.S. Congressman

has  sparked  concerns  about  its

commitment to democratic norms.

LEADERS

Donald Trump: Portrayed as corrupt and

chaotic,  driven  by  "fixations"  and

"vengeance"  rather  than  strategy.  "He  is

eminently predictable" but "more reckless"

as pushback grows.

Todd  Blanche:  Framed  as  a  corrupt

"consigliere" who  "views  himself  as

Trump's  personal  lawyer"  rather  than the

nation's top law enforcement official.

Benjamin Netanyahu: Portrayed as inept

and isolated, with critics arguing he was

given a  "blank check"  that  has  weakened

Israel.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

ICE:  Characterized  as  a  violent,

unaccountable  agency that  "racial

profiles" and "murdered" innocent civilians

due to a lack of oversight.
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The  Supreme  Court:  Framed  as

vulnerable  and  politically  polarized,

with Justices Barrett and Kagan serving as

"avatars for our democracy" under physical

threat.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding:  The administration is

preparing  to  "rebrand  the  Big  Lie  as  big

news" via a prime-time address using newly

declassified raw intelligence to undermine

future election results.

Intimidation  of  the  Press:  The  DOJ's

issuance of subpoenas to New York Times

reporters regarding  a  story  on  Air  Force

One  security  is  framed  as  a  "downright

patriotic type of reporting" being met with

"vinictive intimidation."

Propaganda & Misinformation:  Elected

officials  like  Ron  Johnson are  actively

engaging in "deepfake" conspiracy theories

about their own colleagues to sow doubt in

institutional stability.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The "Blazing Saddles" Moment: Senator

Whitehouse  hypothesizes  that  Republican

senators  will  eventually  reach  a  point

where  they  prioritize  their  own  political

survival over loyalty to Trump, likely as gas

prices hit $4/gallon.

Institutional Collapse: If Todd Blanche is

not confirmed, the administration may rely

on  acting  officials  like  Bill  Pulte,  which

could  further  destabilize  international

intelligence-sharing agreements.

Election  Interference:  There  is  a  high

likelihood the administration will declare a

"national  emergency" regarding  voting

machines to justify seizing control of state-

run elections ahead of the 2026 midterms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks):  The  Blanche

confirmation  hearing  will  be  a  "testy"

flashpoint. Anticipate dramatic testimony from

Epstein  survivors and  potentially  more

resignations  from  career  DOJ  staff.  The

primary in South Carolina on August 11th will

test the strength of the "Trump endorsement."

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):  Economic

pressure from the Iran war will dominate the

midterms.  If  gas  prices  exceed $4/gallon by

Labor  Day,  the  administration’s  legislative

agenda (reconciliation  3.0)  will  likely  fail  as

moderates  defect.  Expect  a  major  "Black

Swan" risk of Iranian hit squads targeting U.S.

officials.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural shifts in

energy supply chains (e.g., UAE's new port in

Oman) will reduce U.S. leverage in the Middle

East. The domestic "mass deportation agenda"

may lead to permanent civil unrest and a loss

of trust in federal law enforcement that takes

decades to repair.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The convergence of  a  multi-theater war and

domestic  law  enforcement  fatalities  has
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pushed the nation into a high-risk operational

environment.

Regional War Expansion: Trigger: A UAE

or U.S. vessel being sunk by Iranian drones.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Global  energy

crisis and direct U.S. boots on the ground.

Mitigations: Restoring the blockade rather

than the 20% toll; diplomatic de-escalation

via Iraq.

Domestic  Civil  Unrest:  Trigger:  A  third

fatal  ICE  shooting  of  a  child  or  legally

authorized  worker.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact:  Mass  riots  and  loss  of  federal

control  in  cities  like  Minneapolis  or

Houston.  Mitigations:  Immediate

mandating  of  body  cameras and  ending

vehicle stops.

Constitutional  Crisis:  Trigger:  The

President  declaring  the  Georgia  election

"illegitimate" and ordering the FBI to seize

voting  records.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Collapse  of  the  federal-state  election

system.  Mitigations:  Strong  Senate

pushback on the Save America Act.

Intelligence  Community  Fracture:

Trigger: Bill Pulte releasing "cherry-picked"

classified  data  that  compromises  sources.

Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Cessation of

intel  sharing  by  Five  Eyes  allies.

Mitigations:  Abolishing  the  ODNI  or

restoring a non-partisan DNI.

Market  Crash:  Trigger:  A  surprise  Fed

interest  rate  hike  combined  with  $85  oil

prices.  Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Rapid  spike  in  unemployment  and

mortgage  defaults.  Mitigations:

Congressional  passage  of  the  housing

affordability bill.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  Iranian  Internal  Perspective:

Transcripts  focus  on  U.S.  bombing  and

"regime change" but fail to detail the actual

strength  of  the  Iranian  reformers  vs.

hardliners.

ICE Policy Specifics:  While  a  "pause"  is

noted,  the  transcripts  don't  explain  why

body  cameras  were  never  distributed

despite  being  funded  by  a  $20  billion

appropriation.

Vance's Intentions: There is a total lack of

information on whether the Vice President

supports  the  President’s  "post-death"  war

orders,  a  critical  gap  for  succession  risk

assessment.

Economic  Sector  Resilience:  Coverage

focuses on consumer costs but misses how

the  war  is  impacting  U.S.  manufacturing

sectors dependent  on  Middle  Eastern

critical minerals.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Controlled Chaos" Hypothesis: The

administration's  seemingly  "inept"  moves

(illegal  tolls,  ICE  killings)  are  actually  a

deliberate  strategy  to  exhaust  the

opposition and create a climate of fear that

suppresses voter turnout in the midterms.

The  "Economic  Mirage":  Current

inflationary  spikes  are  a  manufactured

distraction by the administration to prevent

the public from noticing a massive wealth

transfer  via  the  IRS settlement  and slush

funds.

Black  Swan:  A  "Blue  State"  governor

arrests ICE agents for murder, triggering a

direct  kinetic  confrontation between state

police and federal forces.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security:  Immediately  codify  standard

operating  procedures  for  ICE  that  match

local  police,  including  mandatory  body

cameras and identifying markers to reduce

civil casualties.

Economic:  Diversify  energy  transit  lanes

and accelerate renewable infrastructure to

mitigate the 13% spike in oil prices caused

by the Hormuz standoff.

Diplomatic:  Utilize  Iraq  and  the  UAE  as

intermediaries  to  establish  a  "neutral

corridor"  in  the  Strait,  abandoning  the

illegal 20% toll proposal.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain:  Companies  dependent  on

Hormuz  transit  should  price  in  a  20%

increase  in  logistics  costs  and  seek

alternative  shipping  lanes or  air  freight

immediately.

Compliance: Law firms and corporate legal

departments should review all "Trump era"

agreements  for  potential  "Rule  11"

violations  and  fraud  risk following  the

Florida IRS ruling.

Capital Allocation: Markets are pricing in a

50% chance of a rate hike; shift portfolios

toward  defensive  assets  and  away  from

youth-dependent real estate markets.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is currently paralyzed by a

House  rebellion  and  a  Senate  in  transition.

The primary focus is a massive $1.5 trillion

defense request and the "Save America Act."

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Save  America  Act:  A  sweeping  election

overhaul  that  would  make  it  "much

tougher"  to  register  to  vote;  the  central

cause of the House standstill.

National  Defense  Authorization  Bill

(NDAA): A $1.1 trillion request blocked by

Democrats to protest the Iran war.

High  Court  Gift  Ban  Act:  Proposed  by

Rep.  Ocasio-Cortez  and  Senator  Luján  to

block Justices from receiving gifts valued at

more than $50.

Epstein Transparency Act: Currently the

subject of litigation as the DOJ is found in

non-compliance  regarding  3  million

documents.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Supreme  Court  Security  Hearing:

Justices Kagan and Barrett requested $228

million for  protection  and  an  off-site

security post.

Todd  Blanche  Confirmation:  Set  for

Wednesday;  expected  to  focus  on  Epstein

survivors and "Weaponization" of the DOJ.

Ossoff  Emergency  Press  Conference:

Addressed  Trump’s  threat  to  declare

Georgia Senators illegitimate.

KEY STORIES

The  Iran  Kinetic  Resumption:  U.S.

notifying Congress of a return to full-blown

war (Day 108)  with  heavy  strikes  on  300

targets and a blockade of Iranian ports.

The  IRS  "Slush  Fund"  Ruling:  Judge

Williams  voided  a  $1.8  billion  settlement

and  referred  Todd  Blanche  for  bar

discipline in a case of "blatant self-dealing."
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The  Biddeford  Shooting:  ICE  killing  of

Johann  Sebastian  Guerrero,  an

authorized delivery driver, sparked outrage

and a pause on vehicle stops.

The  2020  Election  "Prime  Time"

Address: Trump’s plan to use declassified

intel  to  relitigate  2020  and  intimidate

election officials ahead of midterms.

Lindsey  Graham’s  Death  and

Succession:  The  appointment  of  Darlene

Graham Nardone and the resulting shift in

Senate Judiciary math.

The Paramount-Warner Bros Discovery

Lawsuit:  12 states suing to block a $110

billion merger to protect press freedom and

competition.

June  Inflation  Data:  A  3.5%  reading

offering  temporary  relief before  being

offset by war-time oil prices.

Supreme  Court  Security  Appearance:

Rare  testimony  by  Kagan  and  Barrett

highlighting a 38% spike in threats and the

"swatting" of Justice Barrett.

DOJ Career Purge:  Reports that director

Kash  Patel has  "cleaned  house,"  firing

over  200  agents linked  to  the  Trump

prosecutions.

Ro  Khanna’s  Detention:  A  U.S.

Congressman’s  90-minute  detention by

armed  Israeli  settlers  and  military  in  the

West Bank.

Vance skipping Congress for Rogan: J.D.

Vance missing a House meeting to tape a

podcast, signaling a prioritization of media

over governance.

E.  Jean  Carroll  Payout:  Trump

transferring $5.5 million to Carroll’s  legal

team after three years of appeals.

National Monuments Shrinkage: Trump

signing an order to cut Utah protected land

by 90% for oil and gas drilling.

Kennedy  Center  Malfeasance:

Whistleblowers  alleging  rushed,

incompetent renovations and self-dealing at

the historic institution.

The "Nipple Claim" and Epstein Files:

Internal  White  House  disagreements  over

whether  to  release  damaging  personal

allegations about  Trump  found  in  the

Epstein database.

The  Participation  Trophy  Statue:

Mockery of the U.S. position in Iran via a

new gold statue on the National Mall.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not
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otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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