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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Islamic Republic of Iran has entered a
profound period of leadership transition
following the death of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei, referred to
throughout IRINN broadcasts as the Leader
Martyr. The state is currently managing a
massive, multi-day mourning period designed
to project domestic stability and international
legitimacy. By hosting official delegations
from over 100 countries, the regime seeks to
demonstrate that its global standing remains
intact despite the loss of its ideological
figurehead. The arrival of high-level officials
from Turkmenistan, Armenia, Iraq,
Uzbekistan, Belarus, and Egypt serves as a

critical diplomatic shield against narratives of

institutional collapse.

Simultaneously, the broadcast network is
leveraging the funeral to consolidate the Axis
of Resistance, featuring prominent
attendance from Hezbollah (including families

of senior martyrs), the Fatimiyoun Brigade,
and various Iraqi and Palestinian factions. The
narrative framing characterizes Khamenei’s
death not as a point of vulnerability, but as a
catalyst for unity against a portrayed failing
American hegemony. Editorial content heavily
emphasizes the "vulnerability" of U.S. bases in
the region and the domestic poverty of the
United States, contrasting it with Iran’s
purported scientific and industrial resilience,
even as the nation observes formal mourning.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Global Diplomatic Validation: Official
delegations and mourning messages from
over 100 nations are being used to validate
the regime during the transition.

* Axis of Consolidation:
Strategic by Hezbollah,
Hamas, and regional proxies at the funeral

underscores a unified military posture.

* Pentagon Strategic Review Narrative:
Claims that Iranian missile capabilities
have forced a rethink of U.S. base strategy
in West Asia, specifically regarding Al-
Udeid and Bahrain.

Resistance
participation

* Domestic Resilience Programs: The
Bonyad-e Barakat continues to promote
economic recovery and infrastructure
restoration as a sign of state durability.

* Proxy Conflict Escalation: Renewed
threats from Yemeni Houthi forces against
Saudi and Israeli interests are framed as a
legitimate response to regional aggression.

Israeli Political Instability: Detailed
reporting on Israeli internal divisions and

election polling aims to portray the

adversary as chaotic and fragile.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics
Iran is aggressively highlighting the presence
of Russian and Chinese representatives to
signal its inclusion in a multi
The broadcast frames the U.S. as a declining
power that breaks promises and treaties,
while portraying Iran as a principled leader of
the oppressed global majority. The attendance
of the Russian Church representative further
suggests a symbolic alliance of conservative
values against Western liberalism.

wer bl

Armed Conflict & Militarization Despite
the mourning period, there is a heavy
emphasis on military preparedness. Reporting
on the destruction of a terrorist team in
Sistan-Baluchistan by the IRGC signals that
internal  security forces
operational. Furthermore, the broadcast
reinforces the strategic necessity of missile
proliferation as the primary deterrent against
perceived U.S. and Israeli aggression.

remain  fully

Leadership Dynamics & Governance The
transition is being managed through a show of
unity between the three branches of
government, with heads of state meeting
collectively to honor the deceased leader. The
focus is on Seyyed Ali Khamenei’s legacy as
a "father figure" whose policies on scientific
advancement and economic self-sufficiency
must be continued by his successors.

Macroeconomics & Trade A planned
delegation of economic ministers to Pakistan,
covering sectors from agriculture to tourism
and transit, indicates a push for regional trade
expansion despite domestic upheaval. The
Bonyad-e Barakat is showcased as the
primary vehicle for domestic economic
resilience, purportedly restoring thousands of
small businesses and housing units.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Orchestrated Continuity The primary trend
is the projection of seamless stability. By
saturating the airwaves with images of mass
mourning and high-level foreign visitors, the
state is attempting to preempt any perception
of a power vacuum. The meticulous
scheduling of ceremonies across Tehran, Qom,
and Mashhad is a logistical demonstration of
state capacity and control over the public

space.

Narrative Weaponization of Adversary
Internal Crises IRINN is systematically using
foreign news (often Fox News or CNN clips
out of context) to argue that U.S. and Israeli
systems are in a state of terminal decline.
Reports on Pentagon retreats, U.S. food
insecurity, and Israeli polling anxiety are used

to reassure the domestic audience that Iran’s
enemies are too distracted or weak to exploit
the current leadership transition.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The domestic narrative is one of absolute
cohesion, though the underlying mobilization
of security forces and "honorary servants"
suggests an acute awareness of potential
instability. The state is channeling potential
unrest into highl ntroll rning ri

using the death of the Leader to renew a
"covenant" with the populace. There are no
mentions of internal dissent, though the
emphasis on the IRGC’s success against
terrorists in border regions indicates an
ongoing concern regarding asymmetric
threats during this sensitive window. The
promotion of women’s roles within the
framework of the "Martyr’s path" appears to
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be a calculated outreach to maintain societal
order following previous years of civil unrest.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Iran is projecting a posture of regional
leadership and strategic defiance. The
framing of the international system is that of a
fracturing multipolar arena where the U.S. is
increasingly isolated. By highlighting the
deepening ties with China and the presence of
regional allies, Iran is signaling that its "Look
to the East" policy has secured its position.
The broadcasting nation frames itself as the
indispensable stabilizing force in West Asia,
contrasting its ‘'principled" support for
Palestinian and Lebanese sovereignty against
the "chaotic" and "aggressive" posture of the
West.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic narrative focuses on resilience
and regional diversification. Despite the
national tragedy, the state is signaling that the
wheels of commerce continue to turn,
particularly through state-aligned foundations
and regional trade agreements.

* Bonyad-e Barakat: Reports restoring
3.000 economic units and restoring
thousands of buildings damaged by
historical conflicts or natural disasters.

* Regional Trade: A high-level ministerial
delegation is preparing to visit Pakistan for

joint economic projects in agriculture and
industry.

* Strategic Infrastructure: Continuous

emphasis on road and transit safety
improvements as a core component of
national development.

* Sanctions Evasion: Purported scientific
advances in the automotive and missile
sectors are framed as proof that Western
sanctions have failed to cripple Iranian
industry.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts focus on the vacuum left by
the Supreme Leader and the immediate filling
of that space by the existing political and
military elite to prevent factional infighting.

* The Collective Leadership: The heads of
the three branches of government are
presented as a unified transitional council,
though no single successor is explicitly
named in these initial broadcasts.

* Mohammad Mokhber: As the acting
executive head, he is portrayed as
overseeing the diplomatic reception of
foreign dignitaries, signaling continuity in
state affairs.

IRGC High Command: Military leaders
are framed as the guarantors of security,
maintaining a high state of alert against
external threats during the mourning
period.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial tone is hagiographic,
nationalistic, and defiant. The lead story
throughout the 24-hour cycle is the arrival of
foreign dignitaries for the funeral, serving to
bolster the regime's legitimacy. Buried or
minimized stories include a major earthquake
in Venezuela (2,600 dead) and a bus crash in
Pakistan (40 dead), which are reported
factually but given significantly less airtime
than mourning rituals. Conspicuous omissions
include any discussion of the succession
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process within the Assembly of Experts or any
signs of domestic market volatility following
the Leader's death.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasting network frames the world
as a battleground between the principled
"Axis of Resistance" and a chaotic, morally
bankrupt West.

* Iran: Portrayed as strong, stable, and
scientific, leading the global struggle for
sovereignty.

* United States: Framed as weak and inept,
suffering hunger and
military vulnerability.

from domestic

* Israel: Characterized as chaoti n
corrupt, paralyzed by internal political
polling and fear of Iranian retaliation.

* Russia & China: Portrayed as competent
and stable partners who recognize Iran’s

regional weight.

e Hezbollah & Proxies: Framed as
principled and unified soldiers of the late
Leader’s ideology.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The meta-narrative of the day is "Victory
through Martyrdom." The regime is
weaponizing the Supreme Leader's death to
rally-around-the-flag effect.
Propaganda techniques include:

create a

* Narrative Seeding: Using foreign guests'
statements to "prove" that Iran is a global
wer center.

* Emotional Manipulation: Extensive use
of poetry and hagiographic imagery to
sanctify the deceased leader and stifle

potential criticism.

* Diversionary Reporting: Focusing on U.S.
domestic failures to distract from Iranian
economic or political vulnerabilities.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Consolidation of Hardliners: The intense
focus on military deterrence and proxy
unity suggests that the transition will result
in a further hardening of Iran’s regional
posture.

* Increased Proxy Activity: Proxy groups
may launch  symbolic  attacks to
demonstrate that the Axis remains lethal
despite the loss of its ideological center.

e Domestic Crackdown Potential: The

heavy emphasis on security forces
"thwarting terrorists" serves as a warning

to domestic reformers to remain quiet
during the transition.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect the formal
selection of a successor, likely a hardline
figure who will immediately conduct military
reviews to project strength. Foreign

delegations will continue to be leveraged for

domestic legitimacy.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Increased
regional diplomatic maneuvering as Iran
seeks to formalize its partnerships with China
and Russia to offset potential Western
pressure during the transition period.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "Martyr Leader"
legacy will be institutionalized as the new
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ideological bedrock, likely leading to more
aggressive regional interventions justified as
fulfilling the deceased leader’s "testament."

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Succession Flashpoint: Rivalries within
the clerical elite or between the IRGC and
civil government could lead to institutional
paralysis. Triggers: Public disagreement
among senior clerics or military leaders.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: High.
Mitigations:  Rapid, unanimous
announcement of a new Leader.

* Regional Escalation: Proxies
miscalculating and triggering a larger war
to prove their continued relevance.

Triggers: A high-profile Hezbollah or
Houthi strike on a sensitive target.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Very High.
Mitigations: Backchannel diplomatic
signaling via Oman or Qatar.

* Economic Instability: Panic in the rial
market due to uncertainty. Triggers:
Sudden inflation or capital flight.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Aggressive state intervention
in the currency market and promotion of
"resilience" projects.

* Infrastructure Failure: The mass
migration to mourning sites could lead to
transport disasters or critical failures.
Triggers: A major transit accident or
power outage during the funeral.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Moderate.
Mitigations: Deployment of the military to
manage logistics and safety.

External Sabotage: Adversaries exploiting
the leadership transition for cyberattacks
or covert operations. Triggers: A major
hack of the power grid or banking system.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Elevated alert status for all
cyber and internal security units.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The Succession Process: The broadcast
provides no detail on the Assembly of
Experts' actual deliberations, leaving a
critical gap in political risk assessment.

Cause of Death: The "Martyr" title is used
incessantly, yet the exact nature of the
event that led to the Leader’s death
remains unexplained, which could mask an
ongoing security breach.

Domestic Sentiment: The reporting is
exclusively of mourning; any public apathy
or dissent is entirely erased from the
information environment.

Market Reaction: The transcripts fail to
provide data on national economic
indicators (RIAL value, inflation)
immediately following the news, which are
vital for assessing institutional stability.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Fragile Front: The massive display of
unity is a desperate cover for imminent
institutional collapse as different factions
within the IRGC and the clergy vie for
control behind the scenes.
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» Stalling Tactic: The mourning period and
diplomatic outreach are stalling tactics
designed to hide a state of emergency
while the regime mobilizes its military for a
potential preemptive strike against its
adversaries.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: 1. Closely
monitor proxy communications for signs of
unauthorized escalation. 2. Engage regional
intermediaries to confirm the continuity of

security protocols. 3. Prepare for a more
aggressive Iranian regional posture as a

primary tool for domestic legitimacy
consolidation.

For Private Sector/Investors: 1. Anticipate
increased volatility in regional transport and
logistics hubs during the mourning period. 2.
Review supply chains for vulnerabilities to
potential new  sanctions or regional

escalations. 3. Monitor the Bonyad-

Barakat’s activities as a barometer for state-
directed economic priorities.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The transcripts focus on security and
transition protocols rather than standard

legislative  activity, given the national
emergency.
* Emergency Transition Policy:

Implementation of interim governance
measures following the Supreme Leader’s

death.
* IRGC Security Mandate: Authorization of
high-alert security protocols in border and

transit zones.

* Regional Trade Agreement: Continued
negotiation of the Iran-Pakistan economic
framework despite the domestic crisis.

KEY STORIES

* Funeral of the Leader Martyr: Massive
state-organized ceremonies in Tehran,
Qom, and Mashhad featuring over 100
foreign delegations.

* U.S. Strategic Retreat: Reports that
Iranian capabilities have forced the

Pentagon to reassess its base presence in

Qatar and Bahrain.

* Bonyad-e Barakat Resilience: Claims of
restoring 3,000 small businesses and
rebuilding earthquake-damaged housing
units in Venezuela.

* Venezuela Earthquake Relief: Iran
coordinates aid following a quake in
Venezuela that left 2,600 dead and 5,100
injured.

* Sistan-Baluchistan Counter-Terrorism:
IRGC reports the neutralization of a
terrorist cell in the Taftan region during the
mourning period.

* Pakistan Bus Accident: Report on a bus
crash in Balochistan, Pakistan, resulting in
40 deaths and 8 injuries.

* Scientific Advancement Narratives:
Emphasis on automotive and missile sector
growth as proof of the late Leader's vision
of self-sufficiency.

* Sports Diplomacy: Iran’s ki 11
victory over Syria reported as a moment of
national pride during mourning.

* Israeli Political Turmoil: Detailed polling
reports on Israeli internal divisions used to
contrast with Iranian unity.
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260703_040000

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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