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 MILITARIZATION & ENERGY SHOCKS
FORCE SHIFT TOWARD AUTARKIC STABILITY IN EASTERN EUROPE

March 15, 2026: Global Convergence of Regional Militarization & Economic Instability.
A World of Multipolar Friction & Fortified Sovereignty.
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MILITARIZATION OF THE SUWALKI
GAP AND MIDDLE EAST ENERGY
SHOCKS FORCE A SHIFT TOWARD
AUTARKIC STABILITY IN EASTERN
EUROPE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 15, 2026, marks a pivotal convergence
of regional militarization and global economic
instability. The primary driver of immediate
risk is Poland's formal withdrawal from the
Ottawa Convention, signaling a hard shift
toward defensive fortification and the mining
of northern and eastern borders with Belarus
and Russia. This move, combined with
massive NATO exercises near the Belarusian
frontier, is framed by Minsk as a direct
existential threat requiring the activation of a
"constitutional armor" and heightened
military readiness across the Air Force and

specialized Air Defense units.

Simultaneously, the global energy market is
reeling from an escalation in the Middle East.
Reports indicate US and Israeli strikes
targeting Iranian nuclear infrastructure in
Isfahan and over 400 other objectives,
prompting threats from Tehran to blockade
the Strait of Hormuz. The resulting shock has

driven oil price projections toward $200 per
barrel and seen gold prices surge past 5,000,
destabilizing fuel markets in the Baltic states
and the US. These external shocks are being
leveraged by the Belarusian state to validate
its transition toward nuclear energy and
technological sovereignty, portraying Western
"green" policies as a failed experiment.

Domestic narratives in Belarus focus heavily
on Constitution Day, using the holiday to
instill a sense of generational responsibility
through the "We are Citizens of Belarus"
campaign. While the state projects an image
of social order and disciplined agricultural
preparation for the spring season, the
underlying subtext is one of preparing for a
prolonged period of regional isolation and
multipolar friction. The state is actively
promoting "Made in Belarus" branding and
deepening trade ties with non-Western blocs,
specifically China and Uzbekistan, to mitigate
the impact of ongoing sanctions and external
volatility.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Poland’s Strategic Re-arming and
Border Mining

* Poland has  officially announced its
withdrawal from the international treaty
banning anti-personnel mines, with plans to

begin mining borders to the north and east.

* Warsaw is currently being framed as the
"leader of the EU" in terms of armored
capacity, boasting more tanks than leading
Western European powers.

* NATO has deployed a massive exercise
involving 4,000 marines and significant
aviation assets near the Belarusian border,
though some equipment was diverted due
to Middle East escalations.
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Regional Energy Warfare and the
Druzhba Pipeline

* Tensions between Hungary and Ukraine
have peaked following Ukraine's refusal to
allow Hungarian experts to assess damage
to the Druzhba pipeline.

* Budapest has characterized the blockade of
Russian oil transit as purely political, while
Ukraine claims damage from Israeli-US
missile debris.

* Hungary has responded by seizing millions
in Ukrainian funds and gold at the border,
citing money laundering and lack of
documentation.

US-Israel-Iran Conflict Escalation

* US and Israeli forces have reportedly
struck nuclear facilities in Isfahan, with
cumulative strikes hitting over 400 targets
across Iran.

e Iran has retaliated with strikes on US bases
in the UAE, Kuwait, and Bahrain, claiming
no country helping Israel is immune from
attack.

* The conflict is causing a global fertilizer
crisis due to the disruption of sulfur and
urea exports through the Persian Gulf,
threatening global food security.

Belarusian Domestic

“"Constitutional Armor" Campaign

* The 2026 Constitution Day is being used to
solidify the status of the All-Belarusian
People's Assembly (VNS) as a "fuse
against shocks."

e Public focus is directed at the

Constitutional Court, which now allows
direct citizen appeals, with 80 appeals
processed in the last year.

* The state is emphasizing a "policy of
humanity" and traditional values as a
contrast to what it terms the "satanic"
decay of Western culture.

Technological Sovereignty and
Eastern Bloc Pivot

* Belarus is prioritizing technology
sovereignty to replace critical imports,
focusing on specialized machinery and
molecular breeding in agriculture.

* Trade targets with Uzbekistan have been
set at $2 billion, while the Great Stone
park now hosts over 170 residents with a
focus on high-tech and logistics.

* A significant shift toward nuclear energy is
being advocated across Europe as a
response to the "fatal mistake" of the rapid
green transition.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
Belarusian military has initiated unannounced
readiness checks, involving the relocation of
Mi-35 strike helicopters to alternate airfields
and the deployment of S-300 and Osa SAM
systems to counter "low-flying and high-
altitude" targets. This is a direct response to
the perceived threat of NATO's regional build-

up.

Energy & Critical Minerals: Global oil
prices are highly volatile, with analyst
warnings that a blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz will lead to $200/barrel oil. Within
Europe, the "Green Energy" narrative is being
dismantled in favor of nuclear power to
ensure industrial survival amidst the fuel
crisis.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: Belarus is
positioning itself as a '"bridge" in the
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multipolar world, emphasizing a "no-colonial-
baggage" approach to  Africa while
maintaining a disciplined, skeptical dialogue
with the US regarding embassy operations.
The focus is on bilateral relations that "leave
Russia and China outside the brackets."

Leadership Dynamics & Governance:
President Lukashenko is portrayed as the
guarantor of stability, demanding "iron
discipline" in  agriculture and  state
management to prevent internal decay. The
role of the VNS is being institutionalized as
the ultimate check on executive power and a
stabilizer for the transition of power.

Food & Water Security: The disruption of
fertilizer supply chains (urea and sulfur) due
to Middle East hostilities is identified as the
primary threat to global harvests in 2026,
leading to a "shock on food markets" that is
already impacting procurement prices for
milk and meat.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Green Utopianism": A
significant theme emerging from the day’s
broadcasts is the aggressive critique of the
European Union's energy policy. The
transcripts suggest that the "forced green
transition" was a fatal error that has left
European industry uncompetitive against
Chinese imports and vulnerable to external
energy shocks. There is a concerted effort to
frame nuclear energy as the only viable
"independent" path  forward, aligning
Belarus's own nuclear capacity with a growing
(though unacknowledged by the West)
European necessity.

Moral and
broadcasts

Ideological Warfare: The
increasingly  utilize  cultural

critique as a geopolitical tool. The "Paris
Fashion Week" is framed not as an artistic
event, but as a demonstration of satanic
aesthetics and a "systemic crisis of
humanism." By contrasting this with the
Belarusian Orthodox Church, traditional
family values, and patriotic youth programs,
the state is attempting to build an ideological
wall alongside its physical one.

The Return of Trench Diplomacy: Poland's
move to exit the Ottawa Convention and mine
its borders signals the end of the post-Cold
War security architecture in Eastern Europe.
The framing suggests that the region is
entering a state of permanent low-level
conflict where "traditional" defenses (mines,
trenches, tanks) have superseded digital or
diplomatic deterrence. This trend is mirrored
by the Belarusian "Arsenal" program's focus
on tank drills and artillery mastery as the
"gods of war."

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Belarusian Social Compact and
Discipline: The state is intensely focused on
maintaining domestic order through "iron
discipline," particularly in the agricultural
sector. Lukashenko’s directives emphasize
that "human factors"—being on time,
following technology, and avoiding corruption
—are the only ways to survive the global
crisis. The portrayal of youth receiving
passports suggests a strategy to co-opt the
next generation into the state’s survivalist
ideology, framing citizenship as a "privilege of
the strong" rather than a set of rights.

Western Institutional Decay: In contrast,
the US and Europe are portrayed as
fracturing internally. The US is framed as

being split by the Trump faction and the
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"failed" establishment, with the military-
industrial complex allegedly prioritizing
foreign wars over domestic stability. The
"Yellow Vests" style protests and farmer
strikes in Europe are highlighted to show a
loss of government mandate, while Belarus
projects an image of a "family-like" unified
society.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Multipolar Maneuverability: Belarus is
actively portraying the world as a "hostile
threat matrix" controlled by "Anglo-Saxon"
interests that seek to destroy Slavic unity.
However, the state is also projecting strategic
maneuverability by expanding into Africa and
Asia. The narrative is that Belarus is a
"partner of honesty" with no colonial past,
making it a preferred ally for the Global South
compared to the "cynical" West.

Bloc Politics and Alliances: The reliance on
China is increasingly evident, with trade and
technological cooperation goals reaching tens
of billions of dollars. The framing of the
"Slavic brothers" in Russia remains a pillar of
security, yet there is a subtle effort to
maintain Belarusian "sovereignty" through the
VNS, ensuring that the country remains a
distinct player within the Russian-Chinese
orbit.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

environment is
extreme

The global economic
characterized by volatility in
commodity markets and a rapid shift away
from the US dollar in certain sectors. Belarus
is aggressively promoting its "autarkic"

successes while warning of a massive global
crisis driven by the war against Iran.

* Oil & Energy: Prices projected to reach
$200 per barrel; fuel shortages reported in
Austria and the Baltic states; Belarus
focusing on nuclear energy as a stability
anchor.

* Commodities: Gold prices have surged to
over 5,000; urea and sulfur prices have
spiked by 40% due to Persian Gulf
disruptions.

* Trade & Currency: Shift toward national
currencies in trade with China and
Uzbekistan; trade turnover with China
exceeded $12 billion in 2025; Belarus-
Uzbekistan trade target set at $2 billion.

National Indicators: Minsk is currently
constructing 83 high-rise apartment
buildings; over 13% of the construction
workforce are women; procurement prices
for meat and milk are dropping globally,
signaling a deflationary risk for exporters.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The broadcasts highlight a consolidation of
power around the ‘"Principled Leader"
archetype, while portraying Western and
Ukrainian leadership as incompetent or
corrupt.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a '"cynical

truth-teller" who is winning in the polls and
whose actions (or threats) are already
shaping global policy, particularly his
skepticism toward NATO and "Anglo-
Saxon" interventionism.

* Alexander Lukashenko: Framed as the
stable architect of the '"constitutional
armor," focused on "iron discipline" and
agricultural success to protect the nation
from "shocks."


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BELARUSTV_20260315_174000

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Portrayed as an
inept leader whose "stupidity" and political
blockades of the Druzhba pipeline are
harming his own allies in Europe.

* Viktor Orban: Framed as a principled
victim of Western and Ukrainian bullying,
who is successfully resisting "blackmail" to
protect his national economy.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial hierarchy for the day is
dominated by nationalistic reassurance and
external fear-mongering. The "Lead
Stories" are Constitution Day and the
"Arsenal" military readiness reports, designed
to project an image of a fortress-state that is
both culturally and militarily impenetrable.
The "Middle East War" is used as a secondary
narrative to explain economic hardship
(inflation, fuel ©prices) as an external
phenomenon caused by "Anglo-Saxon" greed,
thereby insulating the domestic government
from economic criticism.

Buried Stories: Detailed casualty figures or
setbacks in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict are
notably absent, replaced by reports of NATO
maneuvers. The actual status of the
Belarusian economy beyond housing and
agriculture is minimized. Conspicuous
Omissions include any mention of the
internal dissent within Belarus or the specific
terms of the trade agreements with China,
which may involve significant debt or
sovereignty concessions.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The overarching pattern is one of a
"multipolar awakening" where the "Anglo-
Saxon" hegemony is collapsing under the

weight of its own moral and economic
contradictions, while a "belt of stability"
(Belarus-Russia-China) emerges.

COUNTRIES

* Poland: Framed as a chaotic aggressor
and a "military mordor." Quote: "The
European mordor will no longer meet
resistance within... Poland is a leader of the
EU in terms of the number of tanks."
Avenue of tension.

* Ukraine: Portrayed as corrupt and inept,
weaponizing energy to blackmail allies.
Quote: "Kyiv simply ignored all the
requirements of  the Hungarians...
confirmed that the pipeline is blocked
solely for political reasons." Druzhba
conflict.

e Iran: Depicted as a strong, ancient
power being bullied by the West but
capable of catastrophic retaliation. Quote:
"History 2,500 years long is not the same
as a history of two and a half centuries."

Strategic resilience.
LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Framed as strong and
pragmatic. Quote: "He names all things by
their real names... Trump is right, this is
the best option." Cynical honesty.

* Alexander Lukashenko: Portrayed as
principled and protective. Quote: "Our
constitution is armor. It protects us from
color scenarios." The Guardian.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BELARUSTV_20260315_022500
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BELARUSTV_20260315_022500

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The state is actively
seeding the idea that Western civilization is
in a state of "satanic" collapse, using Paris
fashion as evidence. This is a classic psy-op
technique to delegitimize the "Western
model" in the eyes of a conservative
domestic audience.

* Weaponized Leaks: The mention of "video
recordings" of US politicians engaged in
"illicit sexual acts" suggests an active
disinformation campaign designed to sow
distrust in the US electoral process and

leadership. Compromat claims.

* Delta Analysis: The broadcast portrays
Poland’s border mining as a purely
aggressive act, omitting the context of
Polish security concerns regarding "hybrid
warfare" and illegal migration orchestrated
by Minsk. The "Likely Ground Truth" is that
both sides are preparing for a conventional
border conflict.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Mining of the Suwalki Gap: Poland's
exit from the mine treaty suggests that the
Suwalki Gap will become the most heavily
fortified and mined region in the world by
the end of 2026, effectively ending civilian
transit in the border zones.

* Energy Autarky via Nuclear: European
states will likely break with EU "Green"
directives by late 2026 to reactivate coal
and nuclear plants as a matter of national
survival, leading to a de facto dissolution of
unified EU energy policy.

* Persian Gulf Blockade: If US-Israel-Iran
strikes continue, a partial blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz is highly probable within
3 months, triggering a global depression
and a permanent shift in energy supply
chains toward overland Eurasian routes.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
border incidents between Poland and Belarus
as "pre-mining" operations begin. Oil prices
will remain above $120/barrel as markets
price in the Isfahan strikes.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The VNS
session in Belarus will likely result in new
emergency decrees regarding agricultural and
industrial discipline. Hungary may face EU
sanctions or legal action over its seizure of
Ukrainian funds, further fracturing the
Visegrad group.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "molecular rye"
and technological sovereignty projects in
Belarus aim to create a self-sustaining
agrarian-industrial complex that is immune to
Western sanctions, potentially serving as a
model for other sanctioned states in the
Global South.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Conventional Border Skirmish on

Polish-Belarusian Frontier. Triggers:
Accidental detonation of a border mine or
NATO exercise overstepping. Likelihood:
High. Impact: High (potential Article 5
activation). Mitigations: Direct military-to-
military deconfliction channels between
Warsaw and Minsk.



* Risk: Global Food Shortage due to
Fertilizer Supply Disruption. Triggers:
Complete closure of the Persian Gulf to
urea/sulfur exports. Likelihood: Medium-
High. Impact: Catastrophic (famine in
Africa and Asia). Mitigations: Rapid
development of alternative fertilizer
production in Belarus and Russia.

Risk: Internal Belarusian Unrest due to
"Iron Discipline." Triggers: Failure of the
spring harvest or hyperinflation of imported
goods. Likelihood: Low. Impact: Medium.
Mitigations: Expansion of social housing
and "policy of humanity" rhetoric to co-opt
the working class.

Risk: Accidental Escalation of Iran-
Israel War into Nuclear Exchange.
Triggers: Strikes on Isfahan nuclear site
causing environmental collapse or Iranian
"breakout." Likelihood: Low-Medium.
Impact: Global catastrophe. Mitigations:
Immediate Russian-Chinese diplomatic
mediation.

Risk: Fragmentation of the EU Energy
Market. Triggers: Hungary’s complete cut-
off from Ukraine-transit oil. Likelihood:
High. Impact: High (de-industrialization of
Central Europe). Mitigations: Negotiation
of a "special status" for oil transit under
neutral (UN/IAEA) oversight.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to provide the actual
casualty counts from the Iranian
retaliatory strikes on US bases in the UAE
and Bahrain, which is critical for assessing
the likelihood of further US escalation.

e There is no mention of the health or

internal stability of the Russian
leadership, which remains the ultimate
guarantor of the Belarusian "constitutional
armor."

The broadcast ignores the environmental
impact of mining borders, which will
disrupt critical ecological zones like the
Belovezhskaya Pushka.

The specific funding sources for the
massive housing construction in Minsk are
not disclosed, leaving a gap in
understanding the sustainability of the
Belarusian debt-to-GDP ratio.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Potemkin Constitution": The heavy

emphasis on Constitution Day and the VNS
is not a sign of state strength, but a
desperate attempt to create a legalistic
framework for a leadership transition that
the elite fear they cannot control. The "iron
discipline" is a cover for a fracturing
bureaucracy that is failing to meet
production quotas.

Poland’s Mine Bluff: Warsaw’s
withdrawal from the Ottawa Convention is
a psychological operation designed to force
Belarus and Russia to divert resources to
border defense, rather than a genuine
intent to deploy millions of mines. The
"tank leadership" is actually a sign of over-
extension that Poland's economy cannot
sustain long-term.



* Black Swan Event: A massive cyber-
attack by an unknown non-state actor
(possibly the mentioned '"cartels" or
"mercenaries") that shuts down the
Druzhba pipeline permanently, forcing an
immediate and chaotic realignment of all
European energy security, leading to the
collapse of several governments
simultaneously.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately enhance Air
Defense posture to intercept "Israeli-US
debris" mentioned in regional reports.

* Economic: Accelerate the pivot to
"autarkic" agricultural technology
(molecular rye) to mitigate the $200/barrel
oil shock.

* Diplomatic: Leverage the "no-colonial-
baggage" narrative to secure long-term raw
material contracts in Africa before the
global supply chain collapses further.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Divest from any supply
chains relying on the Strait of Hormuz for
fertilizers or sulfur; pivot to overland
Eurasian rail.

Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for a
"bifurcated" global economy where "Made
in Belarus/Russia/China" standards are
completely decoupled from Western ISO/
EU standards.

* Capital Allocation: Invest in nuclear
energy infrastructure and specialized
agricultural machinery (BelAZ/MTZ) as
these are being framed as the only
"growth" sectors in a crisis-ridden region.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy discussion is dominated by the
implementation of the 2022 Constitutional
Amendments and the legalization of new
border security measures. There is a strong
push to formalize "Administrative Law"
changes to enforce labor discipline.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Code of Administrative Offenses: New
norms to limit punishment for traffic
violations while increasing penalties for
"technology violations" in the workplace.

Law update.

o Ottawa Convention Withdrawal
(Poland): A de facto legislative shift in
Poland to re-legalize anti-personnel
mines for "national defense."

o VNS Institutionalization: Proposals to
expand the VNS's power to oversee
regional governors and ensure "unified
state posture."

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Lukashenko’s Constitution Day
Address: Strategic intent was to co-opt

youth and frame the VNS as a "fuse."

o Munich Security Conference
Analysis: Framed by the "Club of
Editors" as the official announcement of
the "Euro-Atlantic split."

o Belarusian Air Defense Press
Briefing: Intent was to project readiness
to intercept any regional missile "chaos."



KEY STORIES

* Constitution Day Celebrations: A
nationwide event featuring the distribution
of passports to talented 14-year-olds under
the banner "We are Citizens of Belarus,"
emphasizing duty over rights. Constitution
Day:.

* Poland Border Fortification: Poland
announces withdrawal from the anti-mine
treaty and begins planning minefields on its
eastern border to counter "threats from the
east." Polish mining.

* Iran Nuclear Strikes: Reports of US/
Israeli strikes on Isfahan and other sites;
Iran retaliates against US bases in UAE and
Bahrain. Iran war.

* Druzhba Pipeline Blockade: Ukraine
refuses access to Hungarian experts;
Hungary retaliates by seizing $90m in
Ukrainian assets. Oil transit conflict.

* Belarusian "Arsenal" Drills: Massive
checks of the Air Force and Air Defense,
relocating Mi-35s and testing S-300 units
against complex targets. Military drills.

* Energy Transition Failure: A deep-dive
analysis into how Europe's "Green Deal"
has failed, leading to a pivot back to
nuclear energy to save industry. Nuclear
energy.

* Belarus-China Robots and Trade:
Belarus and China target $20bn in trade;
introduction of 12 advanced robots in the
"Great Stone" industrial park. China trade.

* Paris "Satanic" Fashion critique: A
moral critique of Western fashion as a sign
of civilizational decay and humanistic
crisis. Culture war.

* Molecular Rye Breeding: Scientific
breakthrough in Belarus to create frost-
resistant rye, aiming for food autarky. Agri-
tech.

* Hand Transplants in Moscow: A medical
report on pioneering transplant surgery in

Russia, showcasing regional medical
superiority. Medical breakthrough.
* Kazakhstan Constitutional

Referendum: Reporting on the peaceful
conduct of a referendum in Kazakhstan,
emphasizing regional stability. Kazakhstan.

* Vietnham Humanitarian Aid: Belarus
sends AID to Vietnam following natural
disasters, strengthening "Global South"
ties. Vietnam AID.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
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understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BELARUSTV_20260315_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BELARUSTV_20260315_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BELARUSTV_20260315_161000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BELARUSTV_20260315_205000

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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