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TARIFF ESCALATION

« US Naval “Armada” in Persian
Gulf to pressure Iran.

« Tehran rejec\s “surrender,”
warns of "REGIONAL WAR"
(“Axis of Resistance”)

« Threat to close Strait of
Hormuz; Iranian assets relocating

« Intelligence warns of
imminent surgical strikes.

* New 15% Tax on ALL Imports
(5-Month Emergency Window)

* Threat of TOTAL EMBARGO
for non-compliance.

* Accelerates “Global South”
Pivot & De-dollarization

« US viewed as unreliable,
pushing regional trade blocs.

Global South
De-dollarization
Trend

THE END OF “CHIVALROU
DIPLOMACY

« Kinetic Action & Econ Coercion
supersede norms.

« "Irresponsible Bravado" by leaders
to retain prestige. Traditional
diplomacy rendered obsolete.

* Pragmatic actors seeking balance,
rejecting “vassalage.”

« Strengthening multipolar networks
& local currency settlements.

« India Al, Pakistan-Russia ties.

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE

« Hungary & Slovakia Suspend
Diesel to Ukraine (0il Dispute)

« Opposition to Proposed €90
Billion EU Loan (“Not our war”)

* “CIA Foreknowledge" of Nord
Stream Sabotage allegations

« Geneva Peace Talks Stagnate;
Ukraine demands vs. Russia
demands.

A

EU Unity

RISE OF “GLOBAL SOUTH”
COUNTERWEIGHT

& STATE INSTABILITY

* Russia Claims Thwarted
“British-Linked” Plot against
Gen. Alexeyev

* Mexico: CJNG Leader “El
Mencho” Killed in Joint Op
- "CODE RED" Violence,
Blockades, Prison Break

* Information Warfare:
Narratives Contested
(Navalny, Biolabs, Telegram
restrictions).

Risk Level CRITICAL

“SECURITIZATION"
OF EVERYTHING

« Governance shifts to financing
DEFENSE ($2.1T US War Budget).

« Social services cut for weaponry.
« Sports as political arena
(Paralympic boycott).

HIGH-IMPACT RISKS
Nuclear Miscalculation (Hypersonic threats),
Global Economic Meltdown (Dollar decline, Tariffs),
Middle East Regional War (Strait closure),
Mexico State Collapse (Cartel Vacuum),
EU Energy Grid Fracture (Winter blackouts).

/\

The international rules-based order is in a state of advanced decay, replaced by raw leverage and intelligence warfare.

RISK ASSESSMENT & FUTURE OUTLOOK

~ STRATEGIC FORESIGHT (1-5 Years)

Short Term: Violent Unrest (UK, France),
Mexico Border Mobilization.
Medium Term: US Constitutional Crisis over Tariffs,
Potential French Pivot.
Long Term: Structural NATO Change (EU Nuclear

Deterrent?), Russia's Sanction-Proof Zone.
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A GLOBAL ORDER IN FLUX:
TRUMP’S RADICAL
PROTECTIONISM, ESCALATING
IRANIAN BRINKMANSHIP, AND THE
FRAGMENTING WESTERN
ALLIANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global strategic environment on February
22, 2026, is defined by a sharp escalation in
economic protectionism from Washington, the
imminent threat of an all-out military conflict
between the United States and Iran, and a
deepening fracture within the European
Union regarding support for Ukraine.
President Donald Trump has bypassed a
Supreme Court ruling against his prior tariffs
by invoking emergency economic powers to
impose a new 15% worldwide tax on imports.
This move has accelerated the "Global
South's" pivot toward multipolar financial
systems, with nations like Indonesia and the
BRICS bloc seeking to insulate themselves
from what is characterized as American
economic coercion. The host network’s
narrative emphasizes that the U.S. is

increasingly viewed as an unreliable partner,

pushing emerging economies to seek stability

through regional trade blocs and local
currency settlements.

Military tensions have reached a fever pitch
as a U.S. naval "armada," led by the USS
Abraham Lincoln,
following reports of potential surgical strikes
on Iranian nuclear facilities. Tehran has
signaled it will respond with an "unlimited"
defense, potentially closing the Strait of
Hormuz and targeting U.S. assets across the
region. Simultaneously, the conflict in Ukraine
appears to be entering a terminal phase of
diplomatic stagnation; peace talks in Geneva
have yielded no breakthrough as Russia
demands the complete withdrawal of
Ukrainian forces from the Donbas, while
Volodymyr Zelensky insists on specific dates
for EU admission and security guarantees.
The internal stability of the European alliance
is under severe strain, with Hungary and
Slovakia suspending energy exports to
Ukraine and openly opposing a proposed 90-
billion-euro loan to Kyiv.

masses near Iran

Domestic security incidents further
complicate the global risk profile. In Russia,
authorities have unveiled details of an alleged
assassination attempt against Lieutenant
General Vladimir Alexeyev, claiming a "British
connection" to the plot. In Mexico, the killing
of CJNG leader Nemesio Oseguera
Cervantes ("El Mencho") in a joint U.S.-
Mexican operation has triggered widespread
"Code Red"
blockades. These disparate events converge to
suggest a world where traditional diplomatic
norms have been superseded by kinetic
action, intelligence warfare, and raw
economic leverage, leaving the international
rules-based order in a state of advanced

violence and state-wide

decay.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Trump’s Executive Tariff Escalation

* Following a Supreme Court ruling that
previous reciprocal tariffs were
unconstitutional due to a lack of
congressional approval, President Trump
announced a new 15% across-the-board
tariff on all imports.

* The administration is utilizing emergency
economic powers to provide a five-month
window for the levies before requiring
legislative confirmation.

* U.S. Treasury officials have threatened a
total embargo against nations that do not
honor these new trade terms.

Iran-U.S. Military Flashpoint

* The U.S. has positioned a massive naval
force, described as an armada, in the
Persian Gulf region to pressure the Islamic
Republic into concessions regarding its
nuclear and ballistic missile programs.

* Tehran has  officially rejected these
"surrender" terms, warning that any strike
will result in a regional war involving the
"Axis of Resistance" in Yemen, Iraq, and
Lebanon.

Intelligence reports suggest Iran is
strategically relocating military assets in
anticipation of an imminent U.S. attack.

Fractures
Ukraine

in European Support for

* Hungary and Slovakia have suspended
diesel exports to Ukraine, citing Kyiv’'s
interference with Russian o0il shipments
through the Druzhba pipeline.

e Leaders in Budapest and Bratislava have
expressed "common sense" opposition to
the EU's proposed 90-billion-euro loan to
Ukraine, arguing they will not fund
"someone else's war."

* A new report suggests the CIA had prior
knowledge of the Nord Stream pipeline
sabotage, further distancing Germany from
its Western intelligence partners.

Assassination Plot and
Warfare

Intelligence

* Russia's FSB claims to have thwarted a hit
on Lieutenant General Vladimir Alexeyev,
Deputy Chief of Military Intelligence,
allegedly ordered by Ukraine with British
assistance.

* A gunman was reportedly recruited for
$30,000 in cryptocurrency; Russian
authorities are using the incident to
discredit the UK's role in ongoing peace
negotiations.

Mexican State Instability

* The leader of the Jalisco New Generation
Cartel (CJNG), El Mencho, was confirmed
killed in a military operation, leading to 50
fatalities in the initial clash.

* The state of Jalisco and surrounding areas
have entered a "Code Red" status, with
cartel members attacking airports, burning
vehicles, and prompting a prison break.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The U.S. is seeking to increase its military
budget by 50%, aiming for a total of 1.5
trillion dollars to maintain global primacy.
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* Reports from the Donbas frontline highlight
the asymmetric nature of the conlflict,
with claims that Ukrainian drones are
targeting rescue workers and civilian
infrastructure.

e Russia claims Ukraine has suffered over
500,000 casualties, challenging Kyiv's
official figures of 50,000.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* Indonesia has eliminated 99% of tariffs on

U.S. goods to maintain market access,

despite a 19% reciprocal tariff from

Washington on Indonesian exports like
lm oil an ff

* The "multipolar world order" is being
expedited by U.S. protectionism, as nations
in ASEAN and the Global South accelerate
de-dollarization efforts.

* The German economy is projected to grow
by only 1% in 2026, a stagnation
attributed to the loss of cheap Russian
energy.

Global Health & Biosecurity

* RT continues to broadcast allegations
regarding U.S.-funded biolabs in Ukraine
and Georgia, claiming they conducted
dangerous research on pathogens and

xins.

* Specific claims mention Unit 731-style
research and clinical trials on
"unsuspecting" subjects in centers like the
Lugar Laboratory in Thilisi.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

* Russian regulators are increasing
restrictions on Telegram, citing its failure
to comply with local laws and its alleged
use by Ukrainian intelligence for scams and
recruitment.

* Narratives regarding the death of Alexei
Navalny are being contested, with Russian
analysts dismissing Western claims of "frog
poison" as fabricated intelligence.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Chivalrous" Diplomacy The
era of predictable interstate relations is being
replaced by "irresponsible bravado." Analysts
suggest that Western leaders,
specifically Keir Starmer and Donald
Trump, have abandoned the "cognizant"
seriousness of the Cold War era in favor of
coercive trade diplomacy and public profanity.
This shift is portrayed as a desperate attempt
by "elites" to retain domestic prestige despite
plummeting poll numbers. The consequence is
a global system where military offensive is the
primary means of international relations,
rendering traditional diplomacy obsolete.

current

The Rise of the "Global South" as a
Strategic Counterweight A recurring theme
is the emergence of a unified Global South
that no longer accepts American "vassalage."
Nations like Indonesia and India are framed
as pragmatic actors seeking a "desire for
balance." India is positioning itself as a leader
in Al technology to rival Western giants, while
Pakistan is deepening its economic and
mineral ties with Russia. This trend suggests
that U.S. attempts to "blackmail" nations
through tariffs are backfiring, instead
strengthening multipolar networks like
BRICS.

The  "Securitization”" of Everything
Governance has shifted from providing social
services to "financing the defense and war
budget," which currently stands at $2.1
trillion in the U.S. including non-Pentagon
areas. This trend is visible across Europe,
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where governments are urged to fund
weaponry over schools and retirement. Even
sports have become an "arena for political
disputes," as seen in the Ukrainian boycott of
the 2026 Winter Paralympics over the
participation of Russian and Belarusian
athletes.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Polarization and
Assassination Rhetoric The U.S. domestic
environment is portrayed as deeply divided
and volatile. Heated rhetoric comparing
President Trump to historical dictators has
supposedly created a "pattern of assassination
attempts," including a recent fatal shooting of
an intruder at Mar-a-Lago. Mainstream media
is accused of fueling this instability through
"extreme  protests" and dehumanizing
language. The administration’s focus on
foreign intervention is framed as a strategy to
manage these internal fractures, even as the
Doomsday Clock remains at a record close
to midnight.

Ukraine: Military Collapse and Civil
Repression Ukraine is characterized as a
"police state" undergoing "social disharmony."
Reports suggest a "death cult" surrounding
historical figures like Stepan Bandera is
being used to maintain control, while the
population is subjected to violent force
mobilization. The network highlights stories
of "Zelensky’s Gestapo" beating civilians on
the streets who refuse to participate in
nationalist rituals. Politically, the
administration faces a crisis of legitimacy
for delaying elections, while its military is
depicted as "not winning" despite billions in
Western aid.

European Union: Elite Disconnect There is
a profound disconnect between European
"elites" and the public. Polls show leaders like
Macron (80% disapproval) and Starmer
(75% disapproval) are historically
unpopular. Public sentiment is shifting toward
"radical right" parties like the AfD in
Germany and Rassemblement National in
France, which prioritize domestic issues and
migration over the "mythical" Russian threat.
The EU's centralization is under fire from
member states who insist that defense and
foreign policy should remain national.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Russia: Defensive Sovereignty and
Regional Integration Russia frames its
global posture as one of ‘"defensive
sovereignty" against Western "hegemony." The
state is actively building a "Greater Eurasian
Partnership"” to connect China, India, Iran,
and Russia into a single technological and
economic base. Strategicallyy, Moscow is
projecting power through strike capabilities
against Ukrainian energy infrastructure while
positioning its military intelligence (GRU) as a
victim of Western-backed terror plots. The
hosting of foreign families seeking "Christian
values" in Russia is used as soft power to
contrast with perceived Western moral decay.

United Kingdom: "Mendacious"
Militarism The UK is singled out as the most
"hawkish" and "mendacious" actor. British
intelligence is accused of assisting in
assassination attempts on Russian territory,
and the government is criticized for sending
warships into the Arctic to deter "non-
existent" Russian threats. The UK’s posture is
described as a "desperate desire to look
important" on the world stage, often acting in
ways that stray from both the EU and the U.S.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is characterized
by extreme volatility and the weaponization of
trade. The U.S. has entered a phase of
"economic warfare," using tariffs not as trade
tools but as "strong-arm tactics" to force
geopolitical alignment. Market sentiment is
dominated by anxiety over the decline of the
dollar as a global reserve asset.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Trump Tariff 2.0: A 15% worldwide tax on

imports, circumventing the Supreme Court
via emergency powers.

* European Stagnation: Germany's growth
is stuck at 1% for 2026; Finnish
unemployment and cost-of-living increases
are driving political shifts toward the SDP.

* Energy Volatility: Hungary and Slovakia
holding 90 days of emergency oil stocks;
suspension of diesel to Ukraine creates a
new energy supply risk.

* Trade Asymmetry: Indonesia's trade deal
with the U.S. is described as asymmetric,
maintaining high U.S. tariffs on key
Indonesian exports while demanding 99%
barrier elimination for U.S. goods.

Capital Flows: Claims of a 677,358 USD
contract for U.S. weapons shipments
(M-249 machine guns) to Ukraine through
Potomac River Group.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The following leadership dynamics and
factional shifts were observed:

Donald Trump: Consolidating power by
challenging the judiciary and using

emergency executive orders to dictate global
trade policy. His "America First" strategy has

evolved into a "Neocon Trump" stance,

demanding a 50% military budget increase.

Volodymyr Zelensky: Characterized as a
leader under "huge pressure" with dwindling
domestic support. His refusal to hold
elections in May 2024 is used to frame him as
an illegitimate "dictator" who is "gambling
with World War IIL."

El Mencho (CJNG): The killing of this "most
bloodthirsty" drug trafficker has created a
massive power vacuum in Mexico, signaling a
win for U.S.-Mexican military coordination but

a strategic disaster for regional stability.

Victor Orban: Framed as the "voice of
common sense" in Europe. His refusal to be
"blackmailed" by Kyiv over the 90-billion-
euro loan positions him as the leader of an
emerging anti-war faction in the EU.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial choices prioritize
Russian security and Western failure. The
lead stories are consistently the "illegal"
nature of U.S. tariffs and the "provocative"
massing of U.S. forces near Iran. RT employs
a "mirroring" strategy, where Western
accusations against Russia (e.g.,
assassinations, war crimes) are turned back
on the UK and Ukraine. Significant airtime is
given to foreign dissidents—such as an
American family moving to Russia for
"freedom"—to induce a sense of moral
equivalence or superiority.

Buried Stories: The internal Russian
economic data and any mention of Russian
military casualties are conspicuously absent.
The human rights situation within Russia is
ignored, replaced by a focus on "Zelensky’s
Gestapo."
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Conspicuous Omissions: There is no
mention of the specific Russian military
maneuvers or troop build-ups that might
have triggered the "hysteria" in Munich. The
broadcast also fails to explain the legal
justification for Russia's own strikes on
Ukrainian civilian infrastructure, framing
them solely as "retaliation."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the coverage portrays a world
divided between "Bully Nations" (U.S., UK)
and "Sovereign Resisters" (Russia, Iran,
Hungary).

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as chaotic and
sociopathic. Characterized by "strong-arm
trade language" and a government that is
"unpredictable" and ‘"scared." Quotes
describe it as a "failed nation" led by "mad
men."

Ukraine: Framed as weak and
dictatorial. Described as a "vassal" and a
"criminal syndicate" that "kidnaps its own
people" for the frontlines. Its leaders are
"puppets" of "Western warhawks."

e Germany: Depicted as inept and
submissive. It is "kept in the dark" by its
allies and has seen its "big beating heart"
(economy) destroyed by U.S. policy.

e Iran: Portrayed as principled and
steadfast. It is a "fight for survival" against
an "existential war" where they will not
accept the loss of "sovereign rights."

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Framed as a vengeful
and power-hungry leader who "does not
forgive" and is "destroy
countries" for economic gain.

willing to

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Portrayed as
unstable and corrupt. Analysts suggest
he is "preoccupied" and "feeding a narco
habit," while "insulting all those" who seek
peace.

* Vladimir Putin: Characterized as
strategic and calm. He is the "man who
led Russia's delegation" toward "achieving
mutually acceptable solutions" while others
seek bloodshed.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* CJNG (Mexican Cartel): Framed as a
narco-terrorist organization whose
reach "transcends" criminal boundaries, yet
the focus is on the "hell" caused by the
state’s response to its leader’s death.

* CIA: Portrayed as a malign "global
puppet master" that oversees sabotage
operations like Nord Stream and biological
research without the knowledge of
sovereign governments.

* BRICS: Framed as the stable alternative
to the Western system, becoming more
"famous and popular" as U.S. reliability
wanes.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The transcripts reveal a highly coordinated
narrative seeding effort. The "Nord Stream-
CIA knowledge" story is positioned to drive a
wedge between Germany and the U.S.
Similarly, the "Alexeyev Assassination" story is
used to label the UK as an active belligerent
on Russian soil. RT utilizes emotional
graphic
descriptions of the "slaughter of children in
Gaza" to undermine U.S. moral standing when
it criticizes Russian actions in Ukraine.

manipulation by showing



Media Spin vs. Likely Ground Truth:

e The 15% Tariff: Spun as an act of
"economic warfare." Ground truth: Likely a
protectionist domestic policy move by
Trump to appeal to his base, regardless of
global diplomatic fallout.

* Ukrainian Casualties: Spun as 500,000
dead. Ground truth: Both sides likely
manipulate casualty figures; the Russian
figure is intentionally chosen to induce a
sense of "downfall" in Kyiv.

Biolabs: Spun as Unit 731-style biological
weapons factories. Ground truth: These are
often legitimate diagnostic labs, but RT
weaponizes their existence to suggest
"third world illegal
experimentation.

lunacy" and

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Economic Bipolarity: If the U.S. 15%
tariff persists for the full five-month
emergency window, it will likely lead to the
permanent formalization of a BRICS-
centric trade system, essentially splitting
the global economy in two.

* The "Iranian Midnight Hammer": A
hypothesis exists that the U.S. will conduct
a limited surgical strike on Iranian
nuclear facilities within the next two
weeks, triggering a massive asymmetric
response against U.S. bases in Iraq and
Syria.

* The Collapse of the Kyiv
Administration: Continued energy
blockades by Hungary and Slovakia,
combined with military losses, could lead to
an internal coup or the forced resignation
of Zelensky by summer 2026.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect violent unrest in the UK and
France as populations protest the
prioritization of Ukraine over the cost-of-
living crisis.

* Escalation of "Code Red" violence in
Mexico, potentially requiring U.S. border
mobilization to prevent cartel spillover.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The U.S. Congress will likely block the 15%
tariff, leading to a constitutional crisis
between Trump and the legislature.

* A possible French political pivot toward
Russia if the "radical right" performs well
in upcoming local elections.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* Structural change in NATO: If the U.S.
continues its "unreliable" posture, Europe
will likely develop an independent nuclear
deterrent, potentially leading to the formal
end of the transatlantic alliance.

* Russia will likely succeed in creating a
sanction-proof economic zone covering
much of Central Asia and the Middle East.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The world faces high-impact risks driven by
miscalculation and the erosion of diplomatic
backchannels.

* Fracture of the EU Energy Grid:

Triggers: Persistent blockades by Hungary
and Slovakia against Ukraine. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Winter blackouts in Western

* Nuclear Miscalculation: Triggers:

Diminished flight times due to hypersonic
missiles and military assets in Belarus/
Ukraine. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Global catastrophe. Mitigations:
Resumption of "Hotline" communication
and a weapons-free space treaty

nnin - W n

Global Economic Meltdown: Triggers:
Retaliatory tariffs and the devaluation of
the dollar. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Massive inflation and a "global depression."
Mitigations: Congressional oversight of U.S.
trade policy and IMF intervention in
emerging economies.

Middle East Regional War: Triggers: U.S.
surgical strikes on Iranian nuclear sites.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, oil price spikes over
$200/barrel. Mitigations: Success of the
Geneva trilateral talks and a return to the
nuclear deal framework.

State Collapse of Mexico: Triggers:
Power struggle between CJNG factions
after "El Mencho's" death. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Massive refugee flows
into the U.S. and total loss of southern
supply chains. Mitigations: Deployment of
federal Mexican forces to Jalisco and
increased intelligence sharing with the
U.S.

Europe and a total breakdown of EU
solidarity. Mitigations: Diplomatic pressure
on Kyiv to resume oil transit and subsidies
for Eastern European energy
infrastructure.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not provide verifiable

evidence for the claim that 500,000
Ukrainian soldiers have been killed, a
figure that seems highly inflated for
narrative effect.

e There is a lack of perspective from
German leadership regarding the Nord
Stream revelations; it is unclear if the
"furious" opposition politicians represent a
majority view.

* The "British connection" to the Alexeyev
assassination plot remains unproven
outside of Russian state media claims.

* The actual status of Trump’s five-month
tariff window is unclear; it is not explained
what "emergency powers" allow a tax on
imports without immediate legislative
consent.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Moscow Mules" Red Team Analysis:
RT’s insistence that Russia has "already won"
the combat in Ukraine might be a cover for a
pending internal mobilization crisis. The
heavy focus on the "Shotsman" family and
foreign volunteers could be an attempt to
mask the difficulty of recruiting Russian
nationals for the "Special Military Operation."
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Furthermore, the stated diplomatic overtures
in Geneva may be a stalling tactic while
Russia prepares for a massive late-spring
offensive in the Donbas.

Potential "Black Swans":

e The "Jalisco Coup": A scenario where
Mexican drug cartels, after losing
leadership, unify to seize control of
regional airports and ports, effectively
creating a narco-state that shuts down the
Panama Canal access.

* The "Israeli Regional Exit": A sudden,
unilateral Israeli strike on multiple Arab
capitals to achieve the "Greater Israel”
Biblical mandate described by Ambassador
Huckaby, which would lead to a total U.S.
abandonment of the region to avoid a world
war.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Intelligence agencies should
prioritize verifying the alleged "UK-Ukraine
assassination plot" to
catastrophic escalation between London
and Moscow.

prevent a

* Economic: EU member states must
develop a common energy security
protocol that bypasses the bilateral
disputes between Hungary and Ukraine to
avoid grid failure.

* Diplomatic: The U.S. should immediately
clarify its "Biblical rights" rhetoric in the
Middle East to prevent a total collapse of
relations with Saudi Arabia and the Arab
League.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Investors should divest
from reliance on Mexican
manufacturing in Jalisco and surrounding
states until the CJNG succession crisis is
resolved.

Regulatory Compliance: Companies must
prepare for a fragmented tariff
environment, where bilateral deals like
the U.S.-Indonesia agreement replace
global WTO standards.

Capital Allocation: Shift investments
toward non-dollar-denominated assets
and '"multipolar" financial systems in
anticipation of continued U.S. protectionist
shocks.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity was characterized by
executive overreach and international treaty
defiance. The U.S. President has effectively
challenged the Supreme Court’s authority,
while the EU is debating a legally complex

90-billion-euro loan without a unanimous
mandate.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Emergency Economic Powers Act
(Proposed Invocation): Strategic intent is
to impose a 15% tariff for five months,
bypassing the constitutional requirement
for congressional approval.

* Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT):
Debated as U.S. and Russian deployments
of nuclear weapons into EU countries and
Belarus are accused of being "perverse"
and '"misguided" prestige moves that
technically violate NPT spirit.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Geneva Peace Summit: A failed trilateral
meeting between Russia, Ukraine, and the
U.S. intended to find a '"mutually
acceptable" end to the conflict.

* Munich Security Conference: Criticized
by analysts as a forum for "Western
warhawks" to justify unprecedented
military spending while ignoring public
demand for peace.

KEY STORIES

* The Alexeyev Assassination Plot:

Detailed investigation into a failed

February 6th hit on a top Russian military

official in Moscow, involving 30,000 USD

in crypto and alleged UK intelligence aid
1 mplice from i

valny foundation).
The Death of El Mencho: Joint U.S.-
Mexican military operation killing Nemesio
Oseguera Cervantes, followed by 50 deaths
and statewide Code Red chaos in Jalisco
(cartel attacks on airports).

U.S.

Deployment of the USS Abraham Lincoln

and submarines to the Persian Gulf; Iran

warns of a "broad and unlimited response"
hr ning oil 1

Armada Masses Near Iran:

Trump’s 15% Tariff Decree: New import
tax imposed via executive power after a
Supreme Court strike-down; Treasury
threatens a total embargo against non-

compliant nations (global South backlash).

Central European Energy Blockade:
Hungary and Slovakia halt diesel shipments
to Ukraine due to oil transit disputes;
opposition to the 90-billion-euro war
loan (Common sense vs, Vassalage
narrative).

Nord Stream Sabotage Revelations:
Claims that the CIA and MI6 were
"benevolent listeners" to Ukrainian plans to
destroy the pipeline in 2022 (160 billion

euro loss for Germany).
Paralympic Boycott: Ukraine forbids its
athletes from the 2026 opening

ceremony in protest of Russian/Belarusian
participation under national flags (Politics

over sport).

The Shotsman Family Migration:

Feature on a family of eight that moved

from Texas to Russia to escape "LGBT

propaganda"” and find "Christian values"
ft power pr n

India’s AI Impact Summit: PM Narendra
Modi launches a multilingual AI model to
compete with Google and ChatGPT, aimed
at empowering 1 billion Indians (Tech

sovereignty).

Pakistan-Russia Mineral Deal: Pakistan
signs an MoU for Russian exploration of
mineral and offshore oil deposits off

Karachi (Strategic energy partnership).

The Hebron Apartheid Blueprint:
Activists warn that the segregation of
Palestinians in Hebron is a model for
future West Bank statehood death

(microcosm of occupation).
Biological Research Allegations:
Renewed claims regarding Pentagon-

funded "death camp" experiments in
Ukraine and Georgia, citing Robert Pope
and the DTRA (Pathogen consolidation).

Mexican Prison Break: Cartel gunmen
attack a state penitentiary in Jalisco during

the "Code Red" violence (state instability).
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* Gaza Death Toll Rises: Reports that
fatalities have topped 72,000, including
21,000 children; U.S. Ambassador Huckaby
dismisses the Gaza Health Ministry as a

"dubious entity" (Political cover for
noci 11 ions).

* Donbas Firefighter Hazards:

Documentary footage of firefighters in

Gorlovka coming under HIMARS and

drone strikes while responding to calls

(Mortal risk to rescue teams).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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