TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

LRT

FEBRUARY 22, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

US CONSTITUTIONAL FRICTION AND UKRAINIAN RESILIENCE:
THE FOUR-YEAR CONFLICT MILESTONE

FEBRUARY 22, 2026:
GLOBAL INSTABILITY
CONVERGENCE

UNITED STATES:
INSTITUTIONAL TURBULENCE

UKRAINE:
WAR & RESILIENCE

FOUR-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

LVIV TERROR ATTACK
(FATAL BOMBING) &
s KYIV MISSILE STRIKES
(50+ MISSILES, 300 DRONES)

ZELENSKY'S HARDLINE
STANCE: NO TERRITORIAL
CONCESSIONS

CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

SUPREME COURT
RULING: TRUMP'S
GLOBAL TARIFFS
ILLEGAL

EXECUTIVE DEFIANCE:
NEW DECREE FOR 15%
GLOBAL TARIFFS

FRACTURING GLOBAL
POSTURE &
ALLIANCE STRESS

LITHUANIAN RESOLVE:
TADAS TUMAS MEMORIAL &
RIFLEMEN'S UNION SURGE

RUSSIAN AERIAL ASSAULT: SEVERE ENERGY
GRID DAMAGE IN MYKOLAIV & ODESA

MAR-A-LAGO
SECURITY BREACH:
ARMED SUSPECT
NEUTRALIZED &
DOMESTIC STRAIN

LEGAL WARFARE & REGULATORY RISK

US EXECUTIVE OVERREACH
THREATENS RULES-BASED ORDER
& EU TRADE
\
\Sf“-&“" DIPLOMACY & STATECRAFT

GENEVA TALKS STALLED; US ENVOY
PUSHES FOR SUMMIT AMID
SKEPTICISM

ECOLOGICAL SOVEREIGNTY
& ‘SOFT POWER'

WEAPONIZATION
OF DIASPORA

JUDICIAL DEFIANCE &
EXECUTIVE OVERREACH

FEAR OF US

AUTOCRATIC
GOVERNANCE & '
UNILATERAL STATECRAFT |

LITHUANIAN DIASPORA NATURE CONSERVATION
MOBILIZATION (US, EU) FOR DOMESTIC STABILITY REINFORCING LITHUANIAN
DEFENSE ADVOCACY LITHUANIA: HIGH ANXIETY, NATIONAL UNITY NATIONAL IDENTITY
UNITED STATES: POLARIZATION, SOCIAL ORDER THREAT

FUTURE OUTLOOK, RISKS & RECOMMENDATIONS
STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISKS RECOMMENDATIONS & ECONOMIC VECTORS

STATECRAFT & KEY ECONOMIC
m gggg;r}:slga ‘(\EI‘EEIéWNISMSSILE EXFHRNGES, PRIVATE SECTOR VECTORS

MEDIUM TERM (MONTHS): EU-US SUPPLY i ':,'}'L‘}‘,‘(';T,&fssc"""'"“"“" | ectosag

CHAIN SHIFTS, NEW DEFENSE PACTS + ENHANCE CRITICAL !« DEFENSE FUNDING

LONG TERM (YEARS): POTENTIAL ALLIANCE INFRASTRUCTURE (LOBBYING FOR BALTIC AID)

PROTECTION
STRUCTURAL SHIFT, UKRAINE EU GOAL * INFRASTRUCTURE REPAIR
* PREPARE FOR TARIFF- (UKRAINIAN ENERGY/

DRIVEN INFLATION &
SUPPLY CHAIN SHIFTS TRANSPORT LOSSES)

HIGH RISK:

UKRAINIAN GRID COLLAPSE,
BALTIC SECURITY GAP,
TRANSATLANTIC TRADE WAR

KEY STORIES SUMMARY: LVIV ATTACK, KYIV STRIKES, US
TARIFF CONFLICT, MAR-A-LAGO INCIDENT, TADAS TUMAS
MEMORIAL, Al IN EDUCATION, BRIGITTE BARDOT DEATH




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

LRT

FEBRUARY 22, 2026

US CONSTITUTIONAL FRICTION
AND UKRAINIAN RESILIENCE AT
THE FOUR-YEAR CONFLICT
MILESTONE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 22, 2026, marks a critical
convergence of geopolitical instability and
domestic legal friction. The primary narrative
centers on the four-year anniversary of the
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, characterized
by a lethal terror attack in Lviv and massive
missile strikes on Kyiv. President Zelensky has
reaffirmed a hardline stance against
territorial concessions, even as Western
diplomatic pressure for a ceasefire increases.
The symbolic weight of this milestone is
compounded in Lithuania by the
memorialization of Tadas Tumas, the first
Lithuanian volunteer killed in the conflict,
whose death has become a focal point for
national resolve and military volunteerism
through the Riflemen's Union.

Simultaneously, the United States is depicted
in a state of institutional turbulence. A
significant constitutional conflict has emerged
following a Supreme Court ruling that
declared President Trump’s global tariffs

illegal. In a direct challenge to judicial
authority, Trump responded by immediately
issuing a new executive order to raise tariffs
to 15%, signaling a deepening crisis in the
American separation of powers. This legal
warfare is mirrored by physical instability,
evidenced by a security breach at Mar-a-Lago
where an armed suspect was neutralized.
These events suggest a fracturing US
leadership that may increasingly complicate
its role as the primary security guarantor for
the Baltic states.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Ukraine Conflict at the Four-
Year Mark

* A coordinated terrorist act in Lviv involving
improvised explosive devices resulted in
the death of a policewoman and injuries to
25 others.

* Russia launched a massive aerial assault
involving over 50 missiles and 300 drones,
severely damaging energy infrastructure in
Mykolaiv and Odesa, leaving 16,000
without power.

President Zelensky rejected territorial
compromises, stating that 54% of
Ukrainians oppose ceding  Donbas,
effectively stalling current negotiations in
Geneva.

Lithuania held high-level memorial services
for Tadas Tumas, using the occasion to
bolster the domestic "norinciuju koalicija"
(coalition of the willing) for European
defense.
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U.S. Institutional and
Instability

Legal

* The US Supreme Court ruled that a large
portion of President Trump's tariffs were
unconstitutional, asserting that tariff power
belongs to Congress.

* President Trump circumvented the ruling
by issuing a new decree for 10-15% tariffs
on all global imports, sparking fears of a
trade war with the EU.

* A 20-year-old armed suspect was shot and
killed by Secret Service agents at the north
gate of the Mar-a-Lago residence.

Advancements and Ethical Friction
in Artificial Intelligence

e Educational reports indicate that 7 out of
10 Lithuanian teachers now utilize Al in the
classroom, trailing Singapore's 80%
adoption rate.

* Public debate has intensified regarding "Al
art," with curators exploring the legal
authorship of works generated through
algorithmic tools versus human prompts.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The Lithuanian Riflemen's Union reported a
surge in membership as citizens seek
defensive training in response to the

protracted war in Ukraine.

e Lithuanian and international experts are
discussing the transition from "short-term
aid" to long-term strategic partnership with
Ukraine, targeting EU membership by
2030.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The "precedent-breaking" actions of the US
Executive branch regarding trade tariffs
are framed as a direct threat to the global
rules-based order and the US-EU trade
agreement signed last summer.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* Massive Russian strikes targeted the

Ukrainian energy grid and railway nodes,

indicating a persistent strategy to degrade
logistics and civilian morale during winter
months.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Special US Envoy Tivas Vitkofas continues

to push for a presidential-level summit

between Ukraine and Russia within the
next three weeks, despite Zelensky's
skepticism of the current diplomatic "spin."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Diaspora Identity: A
recurring theme across the day’s
programming is the mobilization of the
Lithuanian diaspora in Los Angeles, Sweden,
and France. The broadcast highlights the
Baltic Freedom IL.eague's historical success in
influencing US policy during the Soviet
occupation as a blueprint for contemporary
lobbying. There is a concerted effort to frame
the 1.5 million Lithuanians in the US as a
strategic asset for securing defense funding
and weapons shipments, particularly through
digital advocacy tools that connect individuals
directly to their Congressional
representatives.
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Judicial Defiance and Executive
Overreach: The reportage on the US

Supreme Court ruling vs. Trump’s new tariff
decree suggests a trend toward autocratic
governance in the West. By framing the

President’s actions as "usurping
Congressional power," the broadcast implicitly
warns of a breakdown in the stability of the
US as an ally. The comparison to "dictatorial
behavior" in the context of trade highlights a
fear that the US may abandon multilateral
agreements in favor of unpredictable,
unilateral economic statecraft.

Ecological Sovereignty and Conservation:
Amidst high-stakes conflict, significant airtime
is devoted to the protection of rare species
like the European medvarlé (tree frog) and
balinis vézlys (European pond turtle). This
serves as a "soft power" narrative, reinforcing
Lithuanian national identity through its
unique landscape and biodiversity, while also
highlighting the role of Kaunas Zoo in
preserving species that are "delicacies" for
predators in the wild.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Lithuania

* Domestic stability appears high, but there
is an undercurrent of anxiety regarding the
"eternal enemy," Russia. Public sentiment is
being actively channeled into the
Riflemen's Union and localized support
funds for schools.

* The memorial for Tadas Tumas functions as
a unifying national event, bridging the gap
between the professional military and

civilian volunteers fighting abroad.

United States

* The broadcast portrays a nation at a
constitutional crossroads, with the
executive branch openly defying the
judiciary. This polarization is shown as a
threat to domestic social order, evidenced

by the Mar-a-Lago security breach.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is framed as a
fracturing arena where traditional alliances
are under stress. The "outside world" is
divided between the "coalition of the willing"
(Poland, Baltics, Scandinavia) and a chaotic,
inward-looking United States. Lithuania is
actively attempting to influence this
environment by positioning itself as the
vanguard of European defense and a bridge
for Ukrainian EU integration. The broadcast
emphasizes that Lithuanian security is
inextricably linked to the victory of Ukraine,
framing the conflict as a defense of the entire
European project.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by the
threat of a global trade war and the continued
disruption of the Ukrainian energy market.
Market sentiment is likely pricing in high
levels of geopolitical risk following the failure
of Geneva peace talks.

Key Economic Vectors

e Tariff Escalation: A new US mandate for

15% global tariffs threatens to disrupt EU-

US supply chains and retaliatory measures
from the European Commission.
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* Defense Funding: Advocacy groups are
lobbying for a minimum of 245 million USD
per year in specific defense and security
aid for the Baltic states.

* Infrastructure Damage: Russian strikes
have caused massive losses to Ukrainian
transport and energy infrastructure,
necessitating increased international repair
aid.

* Lithuanian Domestic Investment: Local
community funds, such as the St.
Benedict's Gymnasium fund, are aiming to
raise 70,000 EUR for student activities,
reflecting a reliance on
philanthropy over state budgets in some
sectors.

private

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts indicate a consolidation of
wartime leadership in Ukraine and a
confrontation between executive and judicial
figures in the United States.

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Maintains a firm,
uncompromising posture on territorial
integrity, likely to consolidate domestic
support despite international pressure for a
ceasefire.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an adversary
of the judiciary, following his defiance of
the Supreme Court, signaling a shift toward
more radical unilateralism.

* Antanas Mazeika: Highlighted as a key
leader of the US-Lithuanian diaspora,
serving as a primary link between Baltic
security needs and Washington's political
machinery.

Brigitte Bardot: The h of th
legendary actress and animal rights activist

at age 91 marks the end of an era for
French cultural influence.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

LRT’s editorial priority is the existential
threat to Lithuania posed by the Russia-
Ukraine war. The "Lead Stories" are the Lviv
terror attack and the US tariff crisis, which
are framed as immediate threats to regional
security and economic stability. "Buried
Stories" include the nuances of US domestic
policy unrelated to the Baltics, which are
minimized. The emotional tone is one of sober
resilience, conservation
"distractions" with grim reports from the
front. Conspicuous omissions include detailed
coverage of the Russian domestic situation or
opposition, focusing instead on Russia only as
a monolith of aggression.

mixing nature

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical subtext emphasizes a world
where ‘"principled" small nations like
Lithuania and "strong but besieged" nations
like Ukraine are at the mercy of "chaotic"
superpowers like the US and "foes" like
Russia.

COUNTRIES

* Lithuania: Framed as a stable, nature-
loving hub that is strategically competent
in diaspora mobilization but militarily
vulnerable.

* Ukraine: Portrayed as a heroic victim of
terror that refuses to be "broken" by
missile strikes or "sold out" by diplomats.

* USA: Portrayed as unstable and chaotic,
with its leadership described as behaving in
a ‘"dictatorial" manner regarding trade
laws.
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e Russia: Characterized as the ‘'eternal

enemy" whose primary export is "terror,
hunger, and slavery."

LEADERS

* Emanuel Macron: Framed as a principled
mourner of French culture and a defender
of European economic interests against US
tariffs.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Russian Disinformation: The broadcast
explicitly warns against Russian narratives
designed to create a "negative view" and
convince the West that victory is
impossible.

* Narrative Seeding: The framing of the
Riflemen's Union as a "natural" response to
aggression serves to normalize civilian
militarization.

Delta between Spin and Truth: US
officials are "spinning" a potential peace
summit as imminent, while the ground
truth of Zelensky's statements suggests no
breakthrough is possible without Russian
withdrawal.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

e Tariff Trade War: If President Trump
continues to ignore the Supreme Court, the
EU is likely to initiate broad retaliatory
tariffs by the end of Q1 2026, leading to
significant market volatility.

* Ukrainian Strategy Shift: Ukraine will
likely increase its wuse of long-range
asymmetric strikes to offset territorial
losses, as hinted by the focus on Russian
infrastructure strikes.

* US Constitutional Crisis: The clash
between the Executive and Judiciary over
trade powers may lead to legislative
paralysis in Washington, further delaying
Baltic security aid.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): EXPECT
A SURGE IN MISSILE EXCHANGES
AS BOTH SIDES SEEK LEVERAGE
AHEAD OF THE PROPOSED
VITKOFAS SUMMIT. THE LVIV
TERROR ATTACK WILL LIKELY
TRIGGER A NEW WAVE OF
INTERNAL SECURITY CRACKDOWNS
ACROSS WESTERN UKRAINE.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): THE
US TARIFF SITUATION WILL LEAD
TO REGULATORY SHIFTS IN
EUROPEAN SUPPLY CHAINS AS
COMPANIES MOVE TO AVOID THE
15% LEVY. LITHUANIA WILL LIKELY
FORMALIZE NEW SCANDINAVIA-
BALTIC DEFENSE AGREEMENTS TO
HEDGE AGAINST US WITHDRAWAL.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS): A
STRUCTURAL SHIFT IN THE EU-US
ALLIANCE IS PROBABLE IF
UNILATERAL TARIFFS BECOME A
PERMANENT FEATURE OF US
POLICY. UKRAINE’S INTEGRATION
INTO THE EU BY 2030 REMAINS
THE CENTRAL STRATEGIC GOAL
FOR THE REGION.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current risk environment is characterized
by the potential for rapid escalation in both

the military conflict in Ukraine and the
political conflict within the United States.

* Ukrainian Grid Collapse: Massive strikes
on energy infrastructure could lead to a
humanitarian crisis. Triggers: Extended
cold waves and successful drone
saturation. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Catastrophic. Mitigations: Deployment of
advanced air defenses and decentralized
power generation.

Transatlantic Trade War: US unilateral
tariffs could trigger a global recession.
Triggers: Implementation of the 15% rate
and EU retaliation. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High. Mitigations: Negotiated
exemptions for strategic allies.

* Asymmetric Escalation: The Lviv terror
attack suggests a shift toward targeting
soft targets in Western Ukraine. Triggers:
Frontline stagnation. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Moderate. Mitigations: Enhanced
intelligence sharing and domestic
surveillance.

* US Constitutional Breakdown: Defiance
of the Supreme Court undermines legal
stability. Triggers: Presidential refusal to
obey a final injunction. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Critical. Mitigations:
Congressional intervention via budget
control.

* Baltic Security Gap: Delays in US defense
aid leave the eastern flank vulnerable.
Triggers: US domestic political gridlock.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Extreme.
Mitigations: Increased military spending by
the "Coalition of the Willing."

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The current reporting lacks  critical
perspectives on the internal stability of the
Russian government and the specific military
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capabilities of the new Lithuanian volunteer
units.

* The broadcast fails to detail the Russian
response to the Geneva negotiations,
portraying them solely as an aggressor
without strategic nuance.

* There is no mention of the economic
viability of Ukraine's 2030 EU membership
goal given the level of
infrastructure destruction.

current

* The status of the armed suspect in the
Mar-a-Lago incident is not linked to any
specific domestic political
leaving a gap in understanding the motive.

movement,

e The actual effectiveness of Al in schools is
presented as a participation metric rather
than an educational outcome.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Strategic Deception: The Lviv terror
attack may not be a sign of Russian
strength, but a desperate diversion to
mask a crumbling frontline logistics chain
that the broadcast minimized.

e Trump’s Calculated Chaos: The tariff
defiance might be a negotiating tactic
rather than a constitutional crisis, intended
to force the EU to increase defense
spending—a goal Lithuania actually shares.

* Black Swan: A cyber-attack on the
Kaunas Zoo or regional conservation
databases could weaponize ecological data
for bioterrorism, an wunlikely but high-
impact scenario given the focus on rare
species.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the Scandinavia-Baltic-Poland
security axis as a primary hedge against US
isolationism.

* Enhance critical infrastructure protection
against drone and asymmetric terror

attacks in the interior.

* Leverage the diaspora network for digital

lobbying as a formal component of foreign
policy.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Prepare for tariff-driven inflation in the US-
EU trade corridor and evaluate supply
chain shifts to neutral zones.

* Monitor energy market risks in Eastern

Europe as Russian strikes continue to
target regional grids.

* Invest in AI governance tools to mitigate

authorship and ethical risks in creative and
educational sectors.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent legislative and policy activities reflect
a struggle between judicial limits and
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executive expansion, alongside new initiatives
for national mobilization.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o US Tariff Decree: An executive order
setting global tariffs at 10-15%,
currently in defiance of a Supreme Court
ruling on Congressional trade authority.

o Lithuanian Nature Protection Act:
Regulations regarding the  strict
management of Regional Parks to
prevent shrub overgrowth and protect
endangered orchids.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Geneva Peace Talks: A diplomatic
forum that resulted in a stalemate due to

conflicting territorial demands.

o Tadas Tumas Memorial: A state event

used to promote military volunteerism

and the Riflemen's Union.

KEY STORIES

* Terror Attack in Lviv: A fatal bombing in
Lviv Kkilled a policewoman and injured 25
civilians, linked to Russian intelligence
assets.

* Kyiv Missile Assault: A massive wave of
50 missiles and 300 drones targeted
Ukrainian logistics and energy, causing
widespread blackouts.

» US Tariff Conflict: President Trump defied
the Supreme Court by raising global tariffs
to 15% after a ruling declared his previous
actions unconstitutional.

* Mar-a-Lago Incident: Secret Service
agents shot a 20-year-old armed man
attempting to enter the Trump residence in
Florida.

* Memorial for Tadas Tumas: Lithuania
honored the first volunteer martyr of the
Ukraine war at Santakalnis cemetery.

* Al in Education Report: Research shows
70% of Lithuanian teachers are integrating
Al into their curriculum despite concerns
over mastymo (thinking) degradation.

* Death of Brigitte Bardot: The French
actress and activist died at age 91, leaving
a legacy of animal rights advocacy.

Veisiejai Regional Park  Wildlife:

Conservationists are tracking rare orchids
and pond turtles as part of a national

biodiversity initiative.

* Lithuanian Diaspora Saturday Schools:
The St. Casimir parish in Los Angeles

continues its diaspora education for the

third generation of Lithuanian-Americans.

* BrinkliSkes Hillfort Road Discovery:
Historians identified the oldest known road
in Lithuania, predating the state and
connecting the NalSia region to Riga.

e LRT Television Talent Showcase:
Performers from Roki$kis and Sakiai were
featured in a national music competition.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
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Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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