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State allows private capital expansion in exchange for social peace, aiming for a resilient, tax-burdened entrepreneurial class.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS: NAVIGATING A FRACTURING GLOBAL ORDER
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BRaZI) Balancing ties with Eastern powers STRATEGIC FORESIGHT: Consolidated
Expanding economic footprint and while engaging pragmatically with US Communal Governance, Potential US
creating cross-border dependencies to (Trump) amidst global fracturing and Normalization, Internal Security Tightening,
counter sanctions. regional instability (Mexico). CJNG Successor War Risk.

OVERALL GOAL: To immunize the Venezuelan state against external shocks by fostering internal cohesion through a
‘reconciliation’ narrative and decentralized control, while integrating regionally and pivoting economically in a multipolar world.
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THE VENEZUELAN
ADMINISTRATION IS AGGRESSIVELY
LEVERAGING A "NATIONAL
RECONCILIATION" NARRATIVE AND
DECENTRALIZED POPULAR
CONSULTATIONS TO SOLIDIFY
GOVERNANCE WHILE PIVOTING
TOWARD A PRIVATE-SECTOR-LED
EXPORT ECONOMY AMIDST
SHIFTING GLOBAL ALIGNMENTS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting cycle for February 22, 2026,
reveals a Venezuelan state in the midst of a
significant structural and narrative overhaul.
Central to this effort is the dual track of
legislative reform and grassroots mobilization.
The National Assembly is fast-tracking a new
Red Cross Law designed to integrate the
humanitarian organization as an auxiliary to
public
implementing a mass Amnesty Law that has
already resulted in the release of 379
individuals across multiple states. This
"reconciliation" agenda is being paired with
the promotion of a massive National Popular
Consultation scheduled for March 8, 2026,
which involves over 36,000 community-led

powers, while simultaneously

projects. The  administration, led by
Presidenta Encargada Delsi Rodriguez, is
framing these moves as a transition to a
"mature democracy" that rejects foreign
sanctions and domestic unrest in favor of
institutionalized participation.

Economically, there is a clear shift away from
traditional oil  rentierism  toward a
"productive" model. The Ileadership of
Fedecamaras is advocating for a reduction in
tax burdens and the professionalization of the
workforce to boost non-traditional exports,
signaling a pragmatic alignment between the
private sector and the state's survival
strategy. Regionally, Venezuela is expanding
its footprint through new aerial routes to
Brazil and deepening energy cooperation
with Colombia. Internationally, the broadcast
highlights a fracturing global order,
characterized by Donald Trump's upcoming
diplomatic mission to China and the death of
CJNG leader Nemesio "El Mencho"
Oseguera Cervantes in Mexico, which has
triggered widespread instability in Jalisco.
Collectively, these events suggest a
Venezuelan state attempting to immunize
itself against external shocks by fostering
internal cohesion and regional economic
integration.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Mass Implementation of the National
Amnesty Law: The government has begun
the large-scale application of amnesty
measures, targeting 379 beneficiaries in
the first wave to foster '"political
reconciliation." 371 measures were
executed in Caracas alone, with smaller
numbers in Barinas, Portuguesa, and
Monagas.
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* Restructuring of the Venezuelan Red Diplomacy & Statecraft
Cross: New legislation will formalize the

Red Cross as a public auxiliary organ, * US President Donald Trump is scheduled
focusing on health system renovation and for his sixth official meeting with Xi
disaster response without "politicization." Jinping in China from March 31 to April 2,
The law is expected to be approved by focusing on the Taiwan issue and the
February 24. partial annulment of tariffs.
 Decentralization through March 8 * Venezuela and Colombia are finalizing a
Consultations: The Ministry of Communes Binational Border Economic Zone to
has activated a campaign for 36,416 incentivize fiscal investment and export
community projects, utilizing 10,210 voting capacity in Tachira State.
centers to bypass central bureaucracy and « US Charge d'Affaires Mike Hammer met
empower local bases. with Vatican officials to discuss the
« Regional Connectivity and Trade "aspirations of the Cuban people" and the
Expansion: Rutaca Airlines has officially energy blockade affecting the island.

opened routes connecting Bolivar State to
Manaus and Boa Vista, aiming to capture
Brazilian investment and tourism. 56

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a

weekly frequencies are currently managed, law allowing the Federal Security Service
with plans to double capacity. (FSB) to force telecommunications

* Neutralization of Jalisco New providers to disconnect mobile networks at
Generation Cartel (CJNG) Leadership: the state's discretion, citing national
High-level confirmation of the death of security.

Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes ("El
Mencho") during a federal operation in
Tapalpa, Jalisco, resulting in major

* Venezuela is debating a new
Hydrocarbons Law and an Alternative
Therapies Law, with the former enjoying

narcobloqueos and the death of seven 90-94% publi t according to state-

cartel members. aligned surveys.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS Tech Sovereignty & Al

* 88 countries signed the Delhi Declaration
on Al, seeking to establish a global ethical

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Russia and Iran have concluded the framework and a global security warehouse
Maritime Security Belt 2026 exercises in to prevent Al-driven errors in critical
the Gulf of Oman, aimed at protecting sectors.
merchant vessels against "external threats" « The Venezuelan tech firm Siragon
and asymmetric maritime terrorism. launched a new Ultrabook series featuring

« The Mexican military remains in a state of integrated NPU chips for Al signaling a
high alert following the death of El push for domestic hardware relevance.

Mencho, with three soldiers wounded in
the initial clashes.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Productive" Pivot and Private Sector
Co-option

A recurring theme is the mnecessity of
transitioning from an extractivist oil-based
economy to a productive one. Fedecamaras
President Felipe Capozzolo emphasizes that
"well-being comes from a well-remunerated
job," suggesting that the private sector is now
the primary vehicle for social mobility. This

represents a strategic convergence where the
state allows for private capital expansion in
exchange for political stability and a
"pragmatic" social peace. The focus on non-
traditional exports (meat, agriculture) is
framed as a survival mechanism developed
during the "crisis years," creating a resilient
but tax-burdened entrepreneurial class.

Institutionalizing the Grassroots

The administration is moving to formalize
informal power structures. The National
Popular Consultation and the integration of
the Red Cross into the state apparatus
suggest a desire to create a "locked-in"
governance model where social services and
local infrastructure are managed through
state-sanctioned communal channels. By
allocating 70% of projects to the "second
transformation" (economic and water/
electricity services), the state is attempting to
resolve chronic utility failures through
decentralized responsibility.

Postmodernism and Identity Subcultures

The broadcast features a significant segment
on "Terians"—individuals who identify as
animals—labeling it a symptom of
postmodernism and a ‘"renunciation of
objective truth." The analysis by psychologist

Richard Pacheco suggests that social media
is accelerating identity malleability, which the
state media portrays as a cultural
phenomenon requiring psychological attention
rather than just aesthetic trends. This
indicates a growing focus on social order and
the  psychological impact of  digital
connectivity on Venezuelan youth.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Consolidation of the "Rodriguez Era"

* The frequent referencing of Delsi
Rodriguez as "Presidenta Encargada"
indicates a stable but concentrated
leadership structure. Her focus on
infrastructure  inspections (Caracas-La
Guaira tunnel) and national consultations
suggests a mandate built on technocratic
performance and mass mobilization.

* The Amnesty Law is being used to
neutralize domestic opposition narratives
by framing the release of prisoners as an
act of state-led "reconciliation," thereby co-
opting the language of human rights for

leadership survival.

Elite and Institutional Integration

* The alignment between Fedecamaras and
the state legislative agenda suggests a
reduction in elite infighting. However, the
high tax burden (up to commitment of

operating margins) remains a latent
flashpoint for private sector dissent.

* The decentralization of legislative

management to Aragua and other states is
a strategic move to prevent Caracas-centric

unrest and distribute political patronage

more broadly.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

A Multipolar Defensive Stance

Venezuela portrays the international system
as a fracturing arena where it must secure
niche alliances. The strengthening of ties with
Russia, China, and Iran is balanced by a
pragmatic readiness to engage with the
Trump administration, provided it moves
away from the "Obama-era" national
emergency designations. The "outside world"
is framed as a source of asymmetric
aggression (sanctions) but also as a zone of
economic opportunity (Brazil, Colombia).

Regional Integration as a Shield

The Rutaca route expansions and the
binational border economic zones with
Colombia are clear attempts to weaponize
economic statecraft. By integrating the
Guayana region with the Brazilian north,
Venezuela is creating cross-border economic
dependencies that make external sanctions
harder to enforce without impacting
neighboring allies.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Venezuelan economy is characterized by a
"resilient pragmatism,” with the state
claiming a 18.29% growth in Anzoategui's
tourism sector. National oil production is
reported to be exceeding 1 million barrels per
day, with projections to reach 3 million in the
medium term. However, the transition to a
non-rentier model faces significant hurdles in
infrastructure, particularly in the electrical
and water sectors, where the government is

now seeking "co-responsibility" from private
actors.

* Infrastructure Investment: Anzoategui
Governor Luis Marcano reported spending
$140 million over four years, with 25%
dedicated to primary road arteries (Troncal
9 and 16).

* Corporate Mergers & Shifts: The
directorship of Revista Eva remains stable
under Maria Alejandra Cardenas following
a partnership with Tulio Capriles,
illustrating a trend of consolidation in the

publishing sector.

Foreign Direct Investment: Spanish firm
Redsol (likely Repsol) is projected to
increase production in Venezuela by 50%
following US license flexibilization.

* Commodities: Historical oil prices are
cited (peak of $148) to warn against
returning to rentierism, favoring

agricultural and meat exports.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's transcripts suggest a consolidation
of existing factions rather than a purge, with a
heavy emphasis on "Presidenta Encargada"
Delsi Rodriguez.

* Delsi/Delcy Rodriguez: Effectively
functioning as the domestic executive
leader, managing infrastructure,
international energy agendas, and national
consultations.

» Felipe Capozzolo: The Fedecdmaras
President has emerged as the primary
interlocutor for the sector,
advocating for tax reform and export-led
growth.

private
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* Nemesio "E1 Mencho" Oseguera
Cervantes: His neutralization creates a
massive power vacuum in the Mexican
criminal landscape, likely leading to a
bloody succession battle within CJNG.

* Jorge Rodriguez: Maintaining control over
the legislative agenda and the ammnesty/
reconciliation narrative.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The broadcast prioritized the
National Popular Consultation (March 8),
the Red Cross Law, and the Amnesty Law.
These were framed with a tone of "national
rebirth" and stability,. The death of El
Mencho was the dominant international
story, used to highlight the chaos of the drug
war in Mexico compared to the "reconciled"
state of Venezuela.

Buried Stories: The Telegram blockade in
Russia and Putin's new telecom powers were
mentioned briefly in an international segment,
minimizing the implications for digital rights.
The energy crisis in Cuba was also
minimized, framed as a vresult of US
aggression rather than internal
mismanagement.

Conspicuous Omissions: There was a
complete absence of reporting on the status
of opposition political leaders who are not
part of the amnesty process. Furthermore,
while inflation was indirectly addressed via
the "non-rentier" talk, specific CPI data or
current exchange rate volatility was notably
absent.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The Venezuelan media frames the world as a
shifting landscape where traditional Western

hegemony is being challenged by a pragmatic
multipolarism.

* Venezuela: Framed as a principled and
resilient actor transitioning from a victim
of sanctions to a proactive economic
engine. The "Presidenta Encargada" is
portrayed as competent and hands-on.

* United States (Trump): Portrayed as a
chaotic but powerful force. Trump is seen
as a leader who can be bargained with
(meetings with Xi) but who is also prone to
military threats (against Iran).

* Russia: Framed as a stable security
partner. Its crackdown on Telegram and

telecom is presented as a necessary
rity m re.

* Mexico: Portrayed as chaotic and
violent, a "failed state" context where
cartels like CJNG hold significant power,
contrasting with Venezuela's reconciliation
efforts.

Colombia: Framed as a brother nation
and strategic economic partner, specifically
in border energy projects.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The state is
aggressively seeding the "non-rentier"
narrative to manage expectations
regarding oil wealth. By emphasizing
"productivity," they are preparing the
public for reduced state subsidies.

* Propaganda: The "Plan Vuelta a la Patria"
is highlighted to suggest a mass return of
migrants, despite independent data
showing continued outflows. The Red Cross
is being co-opted to provide a veneer of
international humanitarian approval for
state actions.
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* Censorship: The reporting on the
"Terians" subculture is wused as a
psychological operation to  discredit
postmodern "Western" values, framing
them as a mental health threat to the

traditional family unit.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Consolidated Communal Governance:
The March 8 consultations will likely serve
as a "dry run" for a new electoral system
where local rather than
traditional parties, serve as the primary
political conduits.

communes,

* Normalization with the US: If Trump
secures a deal with China, he may look to
"flip" Venezuela by offering further
sanctions relief in exchange for energy

security, potentially sidelining the
remaining political opposition.

* Internal Security Tightening: Following
the Russian model,
introduce similar legislation to "disconnect"
networks during periods of social unrest.

Venezuela may

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
completion of the first wave of amnesty
releases, totaling roughly 500-700 individuals,
to maximize positive media coverage before
the March 8 consultation. Potential for
localized violence in Mexico as the CJNG

splinters.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The new Red
Cross Law will lead to a purge of the
organization's legacy leadership, replaced by
state-aligned technocrats. The Tachira-
Colombia Economic Zone will begin

offering its first fiscal incentives to
multinational investors.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Venezuela's
economy will likely bifurcate into a high-

productivity  "export enclave" and a
communal-based "subsistence sector." The

reliance on Brazilian energy/tourism will

make the southern border the nation's new
r i nter.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* CJNG Successor War: The death of El
Mencho will trigger a violent struggle for
control of Jalisco and its ports. Triggers:
Infighting between the "Los Menchitos"
faction and regional lieutenants.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Disruptions to
regional supply chains and Mexican
internal stability. Mitigations: International
intelligence sharing and enhanced border
security.

* Venezuelan Tax Rebellion: The
"productive" pivot relies on taxing a fragile
private sector. Triggers: Increase in
municipal fees or new "communal taxes."
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Capital flight
and divestment by firms like Redsol.
Mitigations: Fiscal amnesty periods and
phased tax implementation.

* Russian Telecom Blackout Spillovers:
Russia's new laws could serve as a
blueprint for other authoritarian regimes.
Triggers: Widespread protests in Moscow
or Saint Petersburg. Likelihood: High.

Impact: Total loss of information
transparency in Eurasia. Mitigations:

Expansion of satellite-based internet

services.
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* March 8 Consultation Legitimacy
Crisis: If turnout is low, the government's
"communal mandate" will be undermined.
Triggers: Logistics failures or boycotts by
grassroots leaders. Likelihood: Low.
Impact: Renewed calls for centralized
oversight. Mitigations: Heavy state-media
promotion and local patronage distribution.

* Energy Infrastructure Collapse: The
focus on "co-responsibility" suggests the
state cannot maintain the grid alone.
Triggers: Major failure in the national
electrical system (Corpoelec). Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Industrial paralysis and
social unrest. Mitigations: Fast-tracking
private sector energy generation licenses.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not provide a clear
picture of the actual conditions of
release for the 379 amnesty beneficiaries
(e.g., are they under house arrest or fully
free?).

* There is no data on the participation rate
of the Colombian business sector in the
proposed binational economic zone, only
Venezuelan state optimism.

* The "Terians" segment lacks a diverse
range of psychiatric perspectives,
appearing largely as a cultural strawman.

* The report on El Mencho does not mention

the status of other major cartels (e.qg.,
Sinaloa) who would benefit from his death.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Reconciliation" as a Pre-emptive
Purge: The Amnesty Law may not be an olive
branch but a selective process to release
minor offenders while keeping strategic

political targets imprisoned, thereby
demoralizing the opposition through
"partial wins" that fracture their unity.

The Export Pivot as FElite Money
Laundering: The push for "non-traditional
exports" could be a cover for elites to move
capital offshore under the guise of legitimate
commerce, especially as traditional oil
sanctions remain a long-term risk.

Black Swan Event: A total cyber-blackout
in Russia leads to the collapse of its state-
controlled bank systems, forcing a sudden
withdrawal from Venezuelan energy projects
to shore up domestic liquidity, leading to a
Venezuelan economic shock.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Closely monitor the CJNG
succession for potential spillover into
Central American trafficking routes.

* Economic: Leverage the Venezuelan
"productive pivot" to negotiate regional

agricultural and meat supply agreements.

* Diplomatic: Re-engage with the
Venezuelan Red Cross as a neutral channel
for humanitarian aid delivery, despite its

new auxiliary status.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Factor in potential
Mexican  transport delays due to
narcobloqueos in the Guadalajara-Jalisco
corridor.

* Compliance: Assess the regulatory impact
of Venezuela's new Hydrocarbons Law on
existing joint ventures.
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* Capital Allocation: Opportunities exist in
Venezuelan non-traditional exports
(meat, cacao, agriculture) if tax reforms are
successfully implemented.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Venezuelan legislative agenda is focused
on formalizing communal power and
integrating international organizations into
the state structure. Key initiatives include the
Red Cross Law and the Hydrocarbons Reform.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
c Red Cross Law: Establishes the
organization as a public auxiliary to the
state, focusing on health and disaster

response.

o Amnesty Law: A framework for the
release of political and social prisoners
to foster national reconciliation.

o Hydrocarbons Law Reform: Aims to
increase private sector participation in

oil production and modernize royalties.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Jorge Rodriguez Press Conference:
Detailing the progress of the amnesty
releases and Red Cross consultation.

o Fedecamaras Annual Briefing: Felipe
Capozzolo outlining the private sector's
demand for tax and labor reform.

o Ministry of Communes Launch:
Activation of the March 8 Popular
Consultation campaign.

KEY STORIES

* Amnesty Measures Applied: 379
individuals released across Venezuela, with
the largest group (371) in Caracas, part of
a "reconciliation" push led by Jorge Arriaza.

* Red Cross Reform: The National
Assembly conducts its first popular
consultation on the Law of the Red Cross,
aiming for a February 24 final vote.

* Death of "El Mencho": Nemesio
Oseguera Cervantes killed in Jalisco; his
death sparks roadblocks and violence
across western Mexico.

* Trump Travels to China: US President
Donald Trump announced a trip to Beijing
for a sixth meeting with Xi Jinping to

discuss trade and Taiwan.

* March 8 Consultations: 36,416
community projects activated for a national
vote to strengthen  participatory
democracy.

* Rutaca Expands to Brazil: New flight
routes from Bolivar State to Manaus and

Boa Vista, enhancing regional trade.

Siragon AI Ultrabook: Venezuelan tech
giant launches Al-capable laptops with

Ryzen 7 chips.
* Johannes Klaebo's Olympic Record:

Norwegian cross-country skier wins his
11th gold medal in Italy.

e Willy Colon Death: The salsa legend
passed away at 75 in New York, leading to

a national day of mourning in the music
world.

Terians Social Phenomenon: Analysis of
a viral trend where youth identify as
animals, framed as a postmodern identity
risis.

* Russian Telecom Law: Putin signs
legislation allowing the FSB to cut mobile
networks at will.

* Delhi Declaration on AI: 88 nations
agree on an ethical framework for Al
governance.

* Ecuador Red Alert: Six provinces under
red alert due to intense rain
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* Shakira Free Concert: Colombian star to
perform at Mexico City's Zécalo on March
1.

* Miley Cyrus Return: Actress returns to
Disney for a 20th anniversary special of
Hannah Montana.

* Revista Eva Directorship: Maria
Alejandra Cardenas confirmed as director
amidst rumors of replacement by Desideria

de Caro.

* Cuba Energy Measures: The island
suspends classes and regulates transport
due to a severe fuel crisis.

* Arturo Michelena Exhibition: 67th Expo
in Carabobo features Al-enhanced views of
the painter's works.

* Corpoelec Training: 261 workers certified
in substation operations as part of grid
modernization.

* Neymar ]Jr. Retirement Rumors:
Brazilian star suggests December may be

the end of his professional career.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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