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UKRAINIAN RESILIENCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting for February 22, 2026, depicts a

world in profound transition, where historical

alliances are fraying under the weight of U.S.

domestic  instability  and a protracted war of

attrition.  The  central  narrative  is  one  of

strategic  fragmentation:  while  the

Ukrainian Armed Forces (ZSU) have launched

their  most  successful  comprehensive

counterattack in  2.5  years,  the  political

foundations supporting them are trembling. In

the United States, President Donald Trump’s

administration is embroiled in a constitutional

crisis  following  a  Supreme  Court  decision

striking down his global tariffs, leading to an

immediate  executive  escalation  of  trade

hostilities.  This  internal  American  friction  is

perceived  by  analysts  as  creating  a  "lame

duck"  presidency  that  weakens  the  NATO

umbrella  and  encourages  Russian  and

Chinese opportunistic maneuvering.

Simultaneously,  the  war  has  entered  a  new

phase  of  asymmetric  domestic  terror and

energy  blackmail.  A  "double-tap"  terrorist

bombing  in  Lviv,  orchestrated  by  Russian

intelligence via a local recruit, signals a shift

toward  destabilizing  the  Ukrainian  rear  as

frontlines stagnate. This is compounded by an

energy ultimatum from Slovakia and Hungary,

who  are  threatening  to  sever  electricity

supplies  unless  Ukraine restores  Russian oil

transit  through  the  "Druzhba"  pipeline.  The

convergence of these events—U.S. trade wars,

deep-rear  terrorism,  and  neighborhood

blackmail—indicates  that  Ukraine’s  survival

now  depends  as  much  on  diplomatic  and

economic endurance as it does on battlefield

success.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Battlefield Inflection Point

The ZSU has liberated approximately 200

km²  in  a  week,  marking  a  major

counteroffensive  success that  negates

Russian gains from early 2026.

Ukraine  successfully  struck  the  Votkinsk

plant in Udmurtia—over 1,000 km from the

border—using  FP-5  Flamingo  cruise

missiles to  target  Oreshnik  and  Kinzhal

missile components.

Despite local successes, the "de-facto" end

of the war's fourth year is characterized by

the  loss  of  Pokrovsk  and  Myrnohrad,

shifting  the  focus  to  the  defense  of  the

"Western Donbas" and Zaporizhzhia.

U.S. Constitutional and Trade Crisis

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  President

Trump’s  massive  global  tariffs  illegal,

leading to extreme market volatility and a

temporary halt of U.S. port operations.
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Trump reacted by signing a new decree for

a 10% global tariff, signaling an intent to

bypass  judicial  and  legislative  oversight,

which  analysts  compare  to  "autocratic"

governance models.

Deep Rear Destabilization

A  Russian-directed  "double-tap"  explosion

in  Lviv  killed  a  23-year-old  policewoman

and  injured  25  others,  intended  to

maximize  casualties  among  first

responders.

The perpetrator, a 33-year-old woman from

Rivne, was arrested by border guards while

attempting to flee the region.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Transition  to  a  "corps  system" in  the

Ukrainian  military  to  improve  command

and control over large frontline sectors.

Increased lethality on the battlefield, with

Russian  casualty  ratios  shifting  from  1:3

(killed  to  wounded)  to  a  record  65%

lethality.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure Security

The  "Druzhba"  pipeline  remains  a

flashpoint;  Slovakia  and  Hungary  have

issued a joint ultimatum to restore oil flow

or face total electricity disconnection.

Kyiv  continues  to  face  an  energy  deficit,

receiving  323  generators  from the  EU to

support  individual  heating  points  in  high-

rise buildings.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

Ukraine's  High  Council  of  Justice  is

aggressively  purging  corrupt  judges,

including  cases  of  public  intoxication  in

chambers and the theft of private property

using forged documents.

The  10  priority  "Euro-integration"  bills,

including  GDPR  compliance and  anti-

discrimination laws, face resistance within

the Verkhovna Rada despite their necessity

for EU membership.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The "Lame Duck" Presidency and Global

Vacuum A recurring analytical theme is the

weakening  of  President  Trump due  to  the

"Epstein  Files"  and  domestic  legal  defeats.

This  perceived  weakness  is  described  as

creating  a  vacuum  in  global  leadership,

forcing  the  UK  and  EU  to  independently

coordinate "Ramstein" style military aid. The

"Formula  of  Anchorage"  is  discussed  as  a

potentially disastrous peace framework where

the  U.S.  might  trade  Ukrainian  territory  for

Russian concessions, though analysts dismiss

it as radical conspiracy that ignores Russian

lack of "political will" for peace.

Asymmetric  Warfare:  From  Trenches  to

Cities As conventional Russian offensives fail

to achieve deep breakthroughs, the Kremlin is

shifting  toward  hybrid  terrorist  tactics.  The

Lviv attack demonstrates a sophisticated use

of "digital  curators" to manage local agents.

Simultaneously, the use of mass drone swarms

(often exceeding 1,000 per day) is replacing

traditional  armored  assaults,  forcing  a

"demilitarization" of Russian heavy equipment

in favor of asymmetric attrition.
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Nuclear  Proliferation  Narratives  in

Europe There is a growing, serious discussion

among European elites (specifically in Poland

and  Germany)  regarding  the  need  for  an

independent nuclear deterrent. This is driven

by  a  lack  of  trust  in  the  U.S.  "nuclear

umbrella"  under  the  current  administration.

Discussions  include  co-financing  the  French

nuclear  program to  extend  it  over  the

continent.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine: Resilient but Strained

The  "Teacher  of  the  Year  2025,"  Igor

Dusan,  a  veteran  of  the  80th  Brigade,

exemplifies  the  integration of  military

experience into civilian leadership, though

he notes a "stricter" command-style in his

teaching.

Societal tension is visible in the treatment

of  collaborators in  female  prisons,  where

many  still  do  not  acknowledge  guilt,

viewing  their  actions  as  survival-based

rather than treasonous.

Public  anger  is  peaking;  60%  of  survey

respondents  reacted  to  the  Lviv  terror

attack  with  increased  "rage" rather  than

fear.

Poland: Political Fragmentation

The "Poland 2050" party is facing a major

split,  with 18 MPs leaving to form a new

"Center"  bloc,  potentially  destabilizing

Donald Tusk's governing coalition.

This fragmentation is  occurring as Poland

uncovers  Russian-linked  sabotage on  rail

lines carrying oil to Ukraine.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as  a

hostile  threat  matrix where  economic

statecraft  is  being weaponized.  The "outside

world"  is  no  longer  a  reliable  partner  for

Ukraine, but a series of transactional actors.

The  U.S.  is  seen  as  retreating  into

protectionism,  leaving  a  security  gap  that

China  is  filling  with  "aggressive  diplomacy,"

such as threatening U.S. allies like Japan from

international podiums. Ukraine is reacting by

projecting its "unique combat experience" as

a  commodity  to  trade  for  EU  integration,

framing  itself  as  the  "most  battle-hardened

army" that Europe needs for its own survival.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is defined by the

sudden eruption of a U.S.-led trade war and

the  continued  weaponization  of  energy

transit. Market sentiment is highly reactive

to  executive  orders  rather  than  economic

fundamentals.

Key Economic Vectors:

U.S. Tariffs: A new 10% global tariff on all

imports abruptly increased costs for foreign

manufacturers  and  American  consumers

alike.

Oil  Pricing: Russian  oil  prices  have

dropped  to  $25-30  per  barrel following

India’s  refusal  to  buy  and  the  successful

"hunting" of the shadow fleet (640 vessels

blacklisted).

Energy Blackmail: The halt of "Druzhba"

transit  on  Jan  27  has  led  to  economic

retaliation from  Slovakia,  which  provided

more electricity in January 2026 than in all

of 2025.
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Microcredit  Growth: In  Ukraine,

legislation  now  mandates  electronic

signatures for  microloans  to  protect

consumers from fraudulent modifications of

debt terms.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  shifts  in  military  and  diplomatic

personnel  reflect  an  effort  to  consolidate

control and professionalize governance under

wartime pressure.

Valerii  Zaluzhnyi: Framed  as  being  in

"political exile" as Ambassador to the UK,

though analysts argue London is a critical

"strategic" post for an officer of his rank.

Andrii  Fedorov: The  new  Minister  of

Defense has set a specific target of 50,000

"verified" Russian liquidations per month.

Vadim  Prystaiko: Recalled  from  London

"hastily" after  misinterpreting  President

Zelensky’s  intent,  highlighting  the  low

tolerance for diplomatic deviation.

Judicial  Purge: Significant  removals

including  Judge  Oksana  Zvyagina  (public

intoxication)  and  Judge  Ihor  Kondrashov

(property theft).

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network  prioritizes  national  resilience

and frontline success as its lead narrative,

using  the  ZSU  counterattack  to  provide

"hope"  on  the  invasion's  4th  anniversary.

However, a significant "buried" undercurrent

of  skepticism  regarding  U.S.  reliability

permeates the analytical segments. The tone

is  fear-inducing regarding  domestic  terror

(Lviv)  but  reassuring regarding  European

integration. A Conspicuous Omission is the

lack  of  detailed  reporting  on  the  current

status of the Ukrainian budget deficit or the

specific terms of the "Druzhba" contracts that

legally  bind  Ukraine  to  pump  Russian  oil

during a war.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world stage is viewed through a lens of

"competence  vs.  corruption,"  with  the

traditional  Western  liberal  order  appearing

"chaotic"  while  autocratic  regimes  appear

"patiently opportunistic."

COUNTRIES

United  States: Framed  as  chaotic  and

unreliable.  The internal war between the

President  and  Supreme  Court  is  seen  as

"something never seen in 100 years."

United Kingdom: Framed as  principled

and  resilient,  stepping  in  to  lead

coordination as the U.S. falters post-Brexit.

Russia: Framed  as  corrupt  but

persistent, using "meat grinds" and "meat

storms" while waiting for Trump’s term to

end or a peace deal to arrive.

Slovakia  &  Hungary: Framed  as  foe-

proxies engaging  in  "energy  terrorism"

and blackmail under the guise of national

interest.

LEADERS

Donald Trump: Portrayed as a weakened

"lame duck" who is  "easily  manipulated"

by  Putin’s  "god-like"  framing of  world

leaders.

Vladimir  Putin: Portrayed  as

opportunistic,  using "emissaries"  to  feed

Trump  illusions of  a  quick  peace  while

preparing for a 100-year war.
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Volodymyr  Zelensky: Portrayed  as

principled but under extreme pressure

to  hold  elections  during  a  war,  which  he

calls "nonsense."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Russian Narrative Seeding: Russian bots

are flooding social media with claims that

the  ZSU  or  SBU  organized  the  Lviv

bombing to  justify  further  mobilization,

mirroring  the  "Putin's  FSB  apartment

bombings" conspiracy.

Olympic Humiliation: The Russian media

is  weaponizing  the  "iPhone  ban" at  the

Italian Olympics to fuel a sense of "spiritual

superiority" and national grievance against

the West.

Telegram  Vulnerability: Analysts

highlight Telegram as the "most mass-scale

problem" for  Ukrainian  security,  enabling

Russian  "online  curators"  to  recruit  local

saboteurs.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

European  Strategic  Autonomy: If  the

U.S.  trade  war  escalates  and aid  remains

stalled,  the  UK  and  France  may  form  a

"coalition  of  the  willing" to  deploy  non-

combat support forces directly to Ukraine

east of the Dnipro.

The  2026  Economic  Breaking  Point:

Russia’s  economy,  while  currently  stable,

will  face  catastrophic financial  risks in

the second half of 2026 as borrowing costs

become  unsustainable and  shadow  fleet

revenues dry up.

Election Pressure Fallacy: Any attempt to

hold  Ukrainian  elections  under  fire  will

likely lead to Russian targeted strikes on

polling stations to maximize civilian terror

rather than "democracy."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  an  increase  in  "double-tap"

terror strikes in Western Ukrainian cities

(Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk) to test air defenses

and societal morale.

The  Slovakia/Hungary  electricity  cut-off

could  occur  as  early  as  Monday,  Feb  23,

leading  to  rotating  blackouts  in  Kyiv  and

Western Ukraine.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The U.S. midterm election cycle (Nov 2026)

will see the Trump administration attempt

a  "theatrical"  peace  deal  (Formula  of

Anchorage)  to  distract  from the  domestic

trade war.

Ukraine  will  likely  move  toward  nuclear

energy  sovereignty,  bypassing  Russian

components entirely with EU assistance.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

A permanent shift in the European security

architecture, where Ukraine serves as the

"Southeastern  Shield"  for  a  militarized

Germany and Poland.

Russia may undergo a structural collapse

similar to the 1980s oil price crash, as their

fiscal break-even for the war requires $75

oil, while it currently sits at $30.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

Energy  Grid  Total  Failure: The  trigger

would be the Slovak/Hungarian electricity

cutoff combined  with  renewed  Russian

strikes on the Kyiv energy hub. Likelihood:

High.  Impact:  Catastrophic.  Mitigation:

Immediate  acceleration  of  EU-standard

"mini-boiler"  plants  and  decentralized

generators already arriving from Poland.

U.S.  Alliance  Withdrawal: The  trigger

would be Democratic control of Congress in

the  midterms  leading  Trump  to  "punish"

the  world  by  withdrawing  from  NATO

obligations.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact:  Severe.  Mitigation:  Formalizing

bilateral security agreements with UK and

France that include nuclear guarantees.

Domestic  "Fifth  Column"  Escalation:

The  trigger  is  the  continued  use  of

Telegram  for  Russian  recruitment of

"vulnerable"  Ukrainians  for  sabotage.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Moderate-

High.  Mitigation:  Stricter  regulation  or

total ban on Russian-encrypted messaging

apps  and  increased  funding  for  cyber-

counterintelligence.

Zaporizhzhia Offensive: The trigger is the

final  fall  of  Pokrovsk and  Myrnohrad,

allowing Russia to pivot south. Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Severe.  Mitigation:

Completion  of  the  "corps  reform" and

deployment of reserve fortifications on the

"Western Donbas" line.

Middle East Diversion: The trigger  is  a

U.S.  strike  on  Iranian  nuclear  facilities,

diverting  Patriot  missiles  and  long-range

drones  from  Ukraine.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Severe.  Mitigation:

Rapid  domestic  production  of  FP-5

Flamingo  missiles to  ensure  strike

autonomy.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  specific  legal  mechanism that

allowed  a  woman  from  Rivne  to  be

radicalized  so  quickly  by  an  "online

curator"  is  not  explored—the  transcript

fails  to  explain  if  this  was  financial

desperation or ideological conviction.

There  is  a  lack  of  clarity  on  the  actual

status  of  the  Myrnohrad  sector;  while

the  counterattack  is  touted,  the  loss  of

Pokrovsk  is  termed  "de-facto,"  suggesting

the  city  might  have  already  fallen  or  is

untenable.

The U.S. market reaction to the new tariff

decree is described as "turbulent," but the

transcript omits whether the U.S. Congress

has any immediate  power to  override the

new 10% global tariff.

The  transcript  mentions  Belgian

government  concerns regarding

Euroclear and  seized  assets  but  doesn't

detail what the "unclear" legal hurdles are

for transferring those billions to Ukraine.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Orban-Putin-Trump"  Pincer:

Instead  of  independent  blackmail,  the

Druzhba  oil  transit  crisis  is  part  of  a

coordinated tripartite strategy to  force

Ukraine  into  the  "Anchorage  Formula"

before the 2026 U.S. midterms. The "Slovak

threat" is the final lever to break Zelensky’s

resistance  to  territory-for-peace

negotiations.
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The Counterattack as a "Feint": The 200

km²  liberation  might  be  a  Russian

strategic  retreat designed  to  lure

Ukrainian  corps  into  a  "fire  bag"  where

mass drone lethality (now at 65%) can be

used  to  destroy  the  ZSU's  newly  formed

reserves before they can dig in.

Black  Swan:  The  Danish-Greenland

Crisis. A  sudden  U.S.  move  to  "annex

Greenland" (mentioned  as  a  Trump

ambition)  could  lead  to  a  total  fracture

between  the  U.S.  and  Northern  Europe,

causing a sudden withdrawal of Danish and

Swedish  intelligence/defense  support  for

Ukraine in protest.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Transition all high-value defense

industrial  assets  underground  or  to  the

"deep  rear"  (Western  Ukraine/Poland)  to

mitigate "double-tap" sabotage risk.

Economic: Divert all possible resources to

decentralized energy; the dependence on

Slovak/Hungarian electricity  is  a  strategic

failure  that  must  be  corrected  by  Winter

2026.

Diplomatic: Focus  on  the  "London-Paris-

Kyiv"  axis;  the  U.S.  is  currently  too

internally compromised to offer stable long-

term security guarantees.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: Hedge against protracted

U.S. port strikes and the 10% global tariff

by moving production to the EU or focusing

on intra-European trade.

Safety Standards: In Ukraine, implement

military-grade security protocols for civilian

manufacturing facilities to protect  against

"hybrid agent" sabotage.

Capital Allocation: Opportunities exist in

bionic prosthetics and high-tech rehab,

as  the  war  has  created  a  massive

population of veterans with electronic limbs

requiring  specialized  maintenance  and

"blackout-proof" charging solutions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  reflects  a  focus  on

harmonizing  with  European  standards  while

the executive branch in the U.S. attempts to

override legislative norms through decree.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

10  EU-Integration  Bills: Includes

GDPR  personal  data  protection,  anti-

discrimination  laws  (sexual  orientation/

gender identity), and digital accessibility

for  the  disabled.  Strategic  intent:

Clearing  the  final  "cluster"  hurdles  for

EU accession.

U.S.  Executive  Tariff  Decree: A  new

10% global import tax meant to bypass

the  Supreme  Court's  ruling  on  the

previous 10-50% tariffs.

Microcredit Law (Ukraine): Mandates

electronic  signatures  to  prevent

unauthorized  contract  changes by

lenders.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260222_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260222_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260222_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260222_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260222_033000


HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Geneva  Peace  Round: European

intelligence  views  this  as  "theatrical"

stalling by Moscow while  they wait  for

U.S. policy to shift further.

Munich  Security  Conference:

Dominated by fears of U.S. value-shirting

under  Trump  and  the  rise  of

authoritarianism in Hungary/Slovakia.

KEY STORIES

ZSU Liberation of 200 km²: A week-long

comprehensive  counterattack  in  the  East

liberated  territory  equivalent  to  Russia's

entire January 2026 advance.

Lviv  Terror  Bombing: A  "double-tap"

explosion  orchestrated  by  the  FSB  killed

one policewoman and injured 25; 20 were

hospitalized,  with  several  in  critical

condition.

Strike  on  Votkinsk  Missile  Plant:

Ukraine  used  Flamingo  missiles to  hit  a

critical  Russian  industrial  facility  in

Udmurtia  that  manufactures  Iskander

parts.

Slovak-Hungarian  Oil  Ultimatum: PMs

Fico and Orban threaten electricity cuts if

Ukraine doesn't restore "Druzhba" pipeline

flows by Monday morning.

U.S. Tariff Chaos: After a Supreme Court

defeat,  Trump decreed  a  new 10% tariff,

causing  massive  disruption  at  U.S.  ports

and financial markets.

Judicial  Purge: Ukrainian  authorities

removed judges for chronic alcoholism and

using  forged  documents  to  steal

apartments.

Kyiv Energy Crisis: The city received 323

generators  from  the  EU to  heat  1,100

buildings currently without central heating

after recent missile strikes.

Veteran Prosthetics Crisis: Veterans with

bionic limbs struggle during blackouts,  as

their  prosthetics  require  6-hour  charges

every 3-4 days to remain mobile.

Missing Children Investigation: Reports

on the disappearance of 12-year-old Artem

Kholodnyi and  Vanya  Malynovskyi,  both

missing since the occupation of  Kupyansk

and Kherson.

Polish  Sabotage  Arrest: A  Moldovan

national was caught in Puławy, Poland, for

tampering with rail brakes on an oil train

destined for Ukraine.

Vinnitsa-Nancy  Partnership: A  tri-

lateral  agreement between  Vinnitsa,

Nancy (France),  and Karlsruhe (Germany)

has  funded  medical  aid and  the

development  of  a  local  3D-printing

prosthetic hub.

Artistic  Manifestos: Red  Hot  Chili

Peppers' bassist Flea released a "Civil War"

manifesto viewed  over  1  million  times,

serving  as  a  cultural  commentary  on  the

global fracturing.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.
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Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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