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NIGERIA CONSOLIDATES

ELECTORAL REFORM AMID GLOBAL

ECONOMIC SHOCKS AND

PERSISTENT DOMESTIC

INSECURITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 22, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in

Nigeria's political trajectory, characterized by

the enactment of  the Electoral Act Repeal

and  Reenactment  Bill  2026.  While  the

government  frames  this  as  a  landmark

achievement  for  electoral  integrity,  it  has

simultaneously  ignited  intense  debate  over

"machine politics" and the technical caveats of

electronic result transmission. Critics and civil

society  groups  remain  skeptical  of  the

"proviso" allowing for manual transmission in

the  event  of  network  failure,  fearing  it

legitimizes  results  manipulation at  collation

centers.  This  legislative  shift  occurs  against

the backdrop of the Federal Capital Territory

(FCT) area council elections, where the ruling

All  Progressives  Congress  (APC)  secured  a

dominant  victory,  winning  five  out  of  six

chairmanship  seats,  despite  significant

concerns  regarding  low  voter  turnout  and

logistics.

Beyond  domestic  politics,  the  global

environment  is  reeling  from  U.S.  President

Donald Trump's announcement of 15% global

tariffs,  a  move  that  threatens  to  disrupt

international supply chains and has prompted

Nigerian  authorities  to  emphasize  the  need

for "clearing the air" in trade relations. In the

United Kingdom, the arrest of Prince Andrew

on  suspicion  of  misconduct  in  public  office

marks  a  historical  crisis  for  the  British

monarchy,  while  the  rise  of  Nigel  Farage's

Reform  UK  shadow  cabinet  signals  a

deepening  shift  in  Western  conservative

politics. Locally, Nigeria continues to grapple

with the "asymmetric warfare" of banditry and

kidnapping,  highlighted  by  the  successful

rescue  of  183  victims in  Kaduna,  even  as

deadly land disputes and community attacks

in Ebonyi underscore the fragility of internal

social order.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Electoral Reform and Legislative Tension

President Bola Tinubu signed the Electoral

Act  2026 into  law,  making  electronic

transmission  mandatory  but  retaining

manual  forms  as  legal  backups  during

network outages.

Opposition lawmakers staged a walkout in

the House of  Representatives over Clause

60  subsection  3,  which  introduces  a

perceived loophole in result verification.

Civil society organizations (CSOs) identified

the "proviso" for manual backup as a major

problem for transparency.

FCT Council Elections Results

The APC won chairmanship seats in Abaji,

Kuali,  Gwagwalada,  Kuje,  and  the  Abuja

Municipal Area Council (AMAC).
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The  People's  Democratic  Party  (PDP)

secured a win only in Gwagwalada (though

conflicting  reports  suggest  PDP  won  in

Wawalada area council).

EFCC arrested 20 suspects for vote buying

across the FCT, recovering over 17 million

Naira in cash.

Global Trade and Monarchy Scandals

U.S.  President  Donald  Trump  announced

plans to replace court-struck taxes with a

10% levy on all goods, eventually reaching

15% global tariffs.

Prince  Andrew  was  arrested  at  the

Sandringham  estate regarding  alleged

leaks of confidential information to Jeffrey

Epstein.

Nigel  Farage  unveiled  Reform  UK's  first

shadow cabinet, naming Robert Jenrick as

chancellor in waiting.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Security  forces  successfully  rescued  183

victims of a bandit attack in the Kumi Wali

community, Kaduna State.

The  Nigerian  Army  Women's  Command

held  a  workshop focused  on  the  effective

deployment of female personnel in modern

asymmetric warfare.

Persistent  bandit  attacks  reported  in

Zamfara  State,  specifically  in  Dutsin  Dan

Ajia village, resulting in over 50 deaths.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Nigeria reports a GDP growth rate of 4%,

with foreign reserves at approximately $49

billion.

Rising  costs  of  staples  like  irish  potatoes

and  beans  are  attributed  to  the  start  of

Ramadan and increased demand.

Senate  economic  team  implementation

concerns  for  the  2025  budget,  with

persistent  funding  gaps threatening  the

58.7 trillion Naira 2026 proposal.

Climate & Extreme Weather

Emerald  Forest  Reserve  in  Osun  State  is

officially designated as Nigeria's first fresh

KBA, highlighting the "Guini  Kongo forest

biome."

Severe  droughts  in  Somaliland  lead

communities  to  convert  the  invasive

Prosopus  tree into  animal  feed  and

charcoal.

Environmentalists  warn  of  "aggressive"

climate  change  as  Nigeria  faces  massive

deforestation and receding river levels.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

Trade  unions  like  PENGASSAN  and  TUC

challenge  the  President’s  executive  order

stripping NNPC of its oil revenue deduction

powers.

Establishment  of  the  Imo  State  Judicial

Service Commission to uphold fairness and

integrity in democratic governance.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Digital Divide in Democratic Integrity

The  debate  over  real-time  electronic

transmission  versus  "manual  backup"

reveals  a  deep-seated  technological

mistrust. While the government argues for

flexibility  due  to  "broadband  capability"

(broadband  capability),  the  opposition

views  these  provisions  as  deliberate

vulnerabilities  designed  for  "machine

politics"  (machine  politics).  This  trend

suggests that 2027 will not be just a test of

candidates,  but  a  test  of  technical

sovereignty.

The FCT elections served as a "litmus test"

where  logistics  failures  (45%  of  units

opening on time) were counterbalanced by

an upgrade in bimodal voter accreditation

(BVAS).

The Paradox of Plenty and Scarcity

A  recurring  theme  is  the  contradiction

between  high-level  economic  indicators

(growth  at  4%)  and  on-the-ground

hardship. Markets in Kano and Syria show

consumers "buying only essentials" as food

and  electricity  costs  surge  ( Syrian

pounds).  In  Nigeria,  the  "non-release"  of

capital  funds  (zero  implementation)

remains  a  critical  bottleneck  for

infrastructure development.

Elite  Accountability  vs.  Institutional

Resilience

The  simultaneous  focus  on  the  Prince

Andrew  arrest and  the  prosecution  of

murderers  in  Lagos  (multiple  murders)

frames  a  global  narrative  of  "nobody  is

above  the  law."  However,  the  subtext  in

Nigerian  reporting  emphasizes  that

"government  cannot  act  alone"  and

requires  individuals  to  "step  up"  for

national reform (managed by the people).

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Nigeria  faces  a  delicate  balance  of

institutional  growth  and  societal  fracture.

The  rescue  of  183  Kaduna  victims provides

temporary political relief but underscores the

systemic failure to prevent mass abductions.

Polarization  is  evident  in  the  House  of

Representatives walkout, signaling that the

"renewed  hope  agenda"  still  lacks  broad

consensus on the mechanisms of governance.

Social  order  is  further  threatened  by  land

disputes in  Ebonyi  State,  which  the

Commissioner  of  Police  describes  as  a

"gruesome"  consequence  of  communities

taking  laws  into  their  own  hands  (land

dispute).

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  increasingly

framed as unpredictable and transactional.

The "Trump factor" looms large over Nigerian

trade, with the 15% tariff viewed as a "direct

attack"  on  global  commerce  that  may  force

Nigeria  to  seek  alternative  international

partnerships.  Nigeria  is  positioning  itself  as

an  emerging  economic  hub,  receiving
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"passmarks"  from  the  World  Bank  and  IMF

while being delisted from the FATF "greylist"

(greylist). This projection of stability contrasts

with  the  "high  wall  of  mistrust"  (wall  of

mistrust)  seen  in  US-Iran  diplomacy,  where

Nigeria  seeks  to  remain  a  "principled"  but

neutral observer.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is marked by optimism

from  government  officials  and  skepticism

from  lawmakers  regarding  budget

performance.  While  headline  indicators  are

positive, revenue volatility and trade barriers

are immediate concerns.

Inflation  and  Commodity  Prices: High

food  inflation  at  the  start  of  Ramadan,

particularly for beans and potatoes.

Currency and Reserves: Reserves stable

at $49 billion.

Public  Finance: Only  30%  of  the  2025

capital  budget  was  implemented  by

December (implementation concerns).

Corporate  Activity: Nigeria  Distilleries

Limited launched a 20cl "Seaman’s Bless"

bottle to bridge the generational consumer

gap.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  personnel  shifts  and investigations

are  defining  the  current  political  landscape,

with  significant  implications  for  future

transitions.

Prince  Andrew: Arrested;  status  signals

monarchy  crisis and  loss  of  institutional

protection.

Hillary  Ibrude: Elected  chairman  of  the

APC  in  Ekar  South;  signals  local  party

consolidation in Delta State.

Ugo  Ugochuku: Won  the  2026  Formula

Regional Oceania; framed as a testament to

Nigerian talent.

Safi Fatai (aka Fabo) and Yusuf Ismail:

Arrested;  revealed  Ahmed  Tajudin as  the

mastermind in a high-profile Lagos murder

case.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Channels  TV  adopts  a  distracting  yet

celebratory tone. Lead stories focus on FCT

election  wins  and  "landmark"  legislative

signatures  (landmark  move),  while  "buried"

stories  include  the  logistical  failures  (only

45% opening at 8:30 am) and the high voter

apathy.  Emotional  coverage  of  kidnapping

rescues serves to reassure the public of state

competence.  There  is  a  conspicuous

omission of  detailed  analysis  regarding  the

actual  "glitch"  that  prevented  results

transmission  in  2023,  despite  frequent

references to that era's failures.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext  reveals  a  global  system divided

between  traditional  institutions  in  crisis

and disruptive new actors.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS 

United  States  (Trump): Portrayed  as  a

chaotic  and  protectionist force.  His

"Truth Social"  announcements are framed

as disruptive to international law (against a

Supreme Court ruling).

Israel (Netanyahu): Seen as a strong but

embattled leader  engaging  in  "coercive

diplomacy" with Iran (coercive diplomacy).
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United  Kingdom  (Keir  Starmer):

Framed  as  weak  and  "scrambling" to

regain control after local election setbacks

(scrambling to regain control).

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

PENGASSAN: Framed  as  a  principled

defender of  the  Petroleum  Industry  Act,

pushing  back  against  "unconstitutional"

executive orders (direct attack).

YIAGA Africa: Portrayed as a competent

monitor and  independent  voice  for

transparency (assessment of exercise).

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  government  is

aggressively seeding the narrative that the

2026 Electoral Act is "very beneficial" and

"compulsory"  (shall  meaning  it  is

compulsory),  downplaying  the  manual

proviso.

Disinformation  Risk: Concerns  over  AI

deep fakes and "fake news" (AI generated

content)  are  cited  as  a  justification  for

increased  "digital  literacy"  and  potential

regulation.

Propaganda: Local  congress  results  in

Delta and Rivers are used by APC factions

to  demonstrate  "unwavering commitment"

and  marginalize  minority  voices  (inferior

before the party).

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  2027  general  elections  will  likely

trigger a constitutional crisis if network

failures  are  invoked  at  major  collation

centers  during  electronic  transmission

(legal recognition to EC8A).

U.S. tariffs will  lead Nigeria to deepen its

"south-south"  cooperation  and  African

regional  trade to  offset  Western  losses

(learning from other peers).

The arrest of Prince Andrew may embolden

investigations  into  other  high-profile

individuals  linked  to  Epstein in

Commonwealth nations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Legal petitions

and  "marathons  in  court"  (another

marathon)  regarding  FCT  election  results

will begin.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):

Implementation  of  the  electric  mobility

bill and solarization of charging stations to

combat  energy  poverty  (electric  mobility

industry).

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Designation  of

new KBAs like Emerald Forest (Emerald

site)  will  serve  as  the  foundation  for  a

burgeoning carbon credit  and eco-tourism

economy.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

Institutional Mistrust: A lack of faith in

the "manual  backup"  to  electronic  voting.

Triggers:  Network  failure  during  local

elections.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Civil

unrest.  Mitigations:  Upgrading  broadband

capacity and independent observer access

to all manual forms.

Economic Shock from Tariffs: Impact on

Nigerian  exports  to  the  US.  Triggers:

Formal  implementation  of  Trump’s  15%

tariff.  Likelihood:  Certain.  Impact:  Severe

revenue  loss.  Mitigations:  Immediate

diversification of trade partners.

Security  Deterioration: Banditry  and

insurgency  escalation.  Triggers:  Poor

budget  implementation  of  security  funds.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Loss  of  human

lives and displacement. Mitigations: Timely

release  of  capital  budget  for  military

equipment.

Food  Insecurity: Price  gouging  during

religious  seasons.  Triggers:  Ramadan

demand  spikes.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Social  frustration  among  lower  income

classes.  Mitigations:  Government

stabilization of prices.

Technological  Vulnerability: Hacking

and  deep  fakes.  Triggers:  Political  smear

campaigns using AI. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact:  Electoral  manipulation.

Mitigations:  Mandatory  AI  disclosure on

social platforms.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The specific logistics failures that allowed

only 45% of polling units to open on time in

the FCT (only 45%) are not explained.

The  source  of  funding  for  the  600

electricity transformers in Kaduna remains

vague, leaving open the risk of debt-driven

infrastructure.

The  "down  time"  experienced  in  result

viewing  portals  (down  time)  lacks  a

technical root-cause analysis.

There  is  no  mention  of  the  potential

environmental  cost of  mining  gas

incidents in Plateau State beyond the death

toll (mining gas incident).

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Desperate  Legitimization: The  quick

signing of the Electoral Act 2026 within 24

hours is  not  a  victory  for  reform  but  a

desperate  attempt  to  lock  in  rules  that

favor incumbency before public opposition

can fully mobilize.

Tariff  as  Opportunity: Trump’s  tariffs

might actually benefit Nigeria by forcing a

hard pivot to internal production and intra-

African trade under the AfCFTA, ending the

dependency on Western export markets.

The "Black Swan" - Monarchy Collapse:

The  Prince  Andrew  arrest  is  not  isolated

but  a  precursor  to  a  wider  collapse  of

Commonwealth  ties  as  nations  see  the

British  institutional  core  as  compromised

(serious crisis for monarchy).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Establish an independent technical audit of

the  IREV  dashboard to  restore  public

confidence before 2027.
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Implement  a  "merit-based  advancement"

policy in security agencies as advocated by

the Army Women's Command.

Formalize  the  Integrated  Solution

System for  EV  infrastructure  to  meet

green  emission  targets  (green  gas

emissions).

For Private Sector/Investors:

Monitor  regulatory  Scrutiny in  the  oil

sector  following  the  executive  order  on

NNPC revenue powers.

Capitalize  on  the  growth  in  digital

enrollment (NIMC 95% target) for fintech

and  insurance  scalability  (grassroots

enrollment drive).

Adopt  eco-tourism models derived  from

the  Emerald  Forest  KBA  to  diversify

portfolios away from logging (eco-tourism).

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  agenda  is  dominated  by  the

completion  of  electoral  reform and  the

initiation  of  budget  defense for  the  next

fiscal  year.  Lawmakers  are  increasingly

focused  on  balancing  technological

advancement  with  existing  infrastructure

limitations.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Electoral  Act  2026: Repeal  and

reenactment  of  the  2022  Act  to  mandate

electronic  transmission  with  manual

backup (key reforms).

Electric  Mobility  Bill: Proposed

regulation for the electric vehicle industry

and EV plant creation (electric mobility).

Petroleum  Industry  Act  (Amendment

Debate): Debate over executive orders vs.

legislative  provisions regarding

management fees.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Senate  Appropriations  Committee:

Economic  team  grilled  over  poor

implementation  of  the  2025  budget

(lawmakers dissatisfied).

Kaduna  State  Electricity  Flag-off:

Governor  Uba  Sani  distributive  600

transformers and 10,000 solar street lights

(electricity transformers).

KEY STORIES

FCT Council Elections: APC wins five out

of  six  area  councils;  AMAC  result  shows

Christopher Makalangu winning with over

40,000 votes.

Electoral  Act  Signing: President  Tinubu

signs the new bill into law within 24 hours

of transmission (signed within 24 hours).

Prince  Andrew  Arrested: Detained  on

suspicion of misconduct in public office at

Sandringham.

Kaduna Ransom Rescue: 183 victims of

bandit  attacks  rescued  and  returned  to

Kumi Wali community.

Trump  15%  Tariffs: Global  trade  policy

shift announced via Truth Social.

Emerald  Forest  Reserve: Designated  as

the latest KBA site in Osun State.

Zamfara Banditry: Attack on Dutsin Dan

Ajia village leaves over 50 dead.

Lagos  Murder  Investigation:

Mastermind  Ahmed  Tajudin  declared

wanted in multiple murder case.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260222_060000


NIMC  Enrollment  Target: DG  Abisoye

Koko targets 95% enrollment by year-end.

Ebonyi  Land  Dispute: Deadly  attack  on

Okorojo  community  linked  to  boundary

conflict (land dispute).

PENGASSAN Oil  Pushback: Union  calls

executive  order  a  "direct  attack"  on  the

petroleum industry act.

Wunmi  Mosaku  Oscar  Nom: British-

Nigerian  actress  nominated  for  best

supporting  actress  in  Vampire  Drama

Cinners.

Kaduna Energy Sector Boost: Governor

Sani  flags  off distribution  of  10,000 solar

lights.

Ramadan  Inflation: Syrian  pound  and

Nigerian  food  prices  fluctuate  amid

Ramadan shopping.

Just Nigeria Report: Analysis of e-voting

history and 2023 "glitches."

Plateau  Mining  Gas  Tragedy:

Investigation  ordered  into  incident  that

claimed 30 lives in Wasi.

Bird  Man  of  Nairobi: Profile  of  Rogers

Magudha, rescuer of winged wildlife.

Navy  Drug  Bust: Seizure  of  486  kg  of

cannabis sativa in Lagos.

Federal  Mortgage  Bank  Stewardship:

National  housing  fund  scheme  grows  to

152 billion.

Reform  UK  Shadow  Cabinet: Nigel

Farage  names  shadow  ministers  to

challenge Keir Starmer.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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