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COORDINATED STATE OPERATIONS

AGAINST THE CJNG CARTEL

COINCIDE WITH A MASSIVE

DOMESTIC DISINFORMATION

CRISIS AND ESCALATING MILITARY

FRICTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST

AND SOUTH ASIA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The security landscape of February 22, 2026,

is  dominated  by  the  reported  capture  and

death  of  Nemesio  Oseguera  Cervantes

(alias "El Mencho"), the leader of the Cartel

Jalisco Nueva Generación (CJNG). This high-

stakes  state  operation  triggered  a

simultaneous  information  warfare

campaign,  where  AI-generated  content  and

social  media  influencers  fueled  public  panic

regarding  alleged  attacks  on  civilian

infrastructure, specifically at the Guadalajara

airport.  The Mexican government  is  actively

working  to  counter  "infodemia"  while

maintaining order  in  high-conflict  zones  like

Jalisco, Michoacán, and Sonora. This domestic

instability is unfolding against a backdrop of

regional economic resilience, as the Mexican

peso,  Colombian  peso,  and  Brazilian  real

recover  against  a  weakening  US dollar,  a

trend  the  broadcast  attributes  to  the  savvy

fiscal  policies  of  progressive Latin  American

administrations.

Globally,  the  security  environment  is

fracturing further. In the Middle East, the US

is  surging  naval  assets,  including  carrier

strike groups and submarines, to counter the

Iranian  nuclear  program,  while  ISIS  has

announced new leadership under Abuthaifa al

Ansari  following  the  withdrawal  of  US

missions in Northern Syria. Simultaneously, a

significant military escalation in South Asia

saw  Pakistani  aircraft  strike  TTP  (Tehrik-i-

Taliban  Pakistan)  camps  within  Afghanistan,

resulting in substantial civilian casualties and

further  straining  the  Cabul-Islamabad

relationship. These external shocks, combined

with  the  death  of  US civil  rights  icon  Jesse

Jackson,  create  a  volatile  global  atmosphere

where state actors are struggling to maintain

narrative control against both militant threats

and decentralized information actors.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Mexican  State  Security  &  Cartel  De-

escalation

The government confirmed the capture and

death of Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes ("El

Mencho"),  marking the end of the CJNG's

founding leadership.

Federal  forces,  including  the  National

Guard and Army, have deployed to Jalisco

and  neighboring  states  to  restore  order

and clear blockades.

Authorities  identified  a  "Generation  Z"

disinformation cell using AI to create false

reports of  airport  attacks  and  civilian

hostage-taking.
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Global  Asymmetric  Threats  &  Regional

Warfare

Pakistan conducted airstrikes against seven

militant  camps  in  Afghanistan,  killing  at

least 18 people and displacing thousands.

ISIS announced Abuthaifa al Ansari as its

new  leader,  capitalizing  on  the  security

vacuum  left  by  the  US  withdrawal  from

Syria.

Israel continues a blockade in Gaza, where

child  mortality due  to  hypothermia  and

lack of infrastructure is rising.

Regional Socio-Economic Realignment

Latin  American  currencies  are

outperforming  the  US  dollar,  driven  by

favorable  commodity  cycles and  high

interest rates in Brazil and Colombia.

Venezuela has initiated a mass amnesty for

over  1,500  political  prisoners,  including

prominent  opposition  leader  Juan  Pablo

Guanipa.

The  death  of  Jesse  Jackson marks  a

transition  point  for  US  civil  rights

movements,  particularly  in  cities  like

Minneapolis.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

US military  posturing  in  the  Middle  East

has  reached  critical  levels with  the

deployment  of  two  aircraft  carriers  to

monitor Iran's nuclear activities.

Pakistan's  use  of  air  power  against  non-

state  actors  in  Afghan  territory

represents  a  significant  breach  of

sovereignty and regional stability.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

Mexico  is  facing  a  new  frontier  of  AI-

driven panic,  where synthesized video of

cartel  activity  caused  real-world  flight

cancellations and bus route suspensions.

The broadcast highlights the role of social

media influencers in spreading unverified

claims  of  "white  coat  hypertension"  and

other health myths.

Global Health & Biosecurity

Public  health  campaigns  are  pivoting

toward  geriatric  management,  focusing

on  hypertension  as  a  "silent  killer"  that

requires  long-term  lifestyle  shifts  rather

than just pharmacological intervention.

Measles  vaccination  drives  remain  a

priority for  the  Mexican  Secretariat  of

Health  to  prevent  outbreaks  among

vulnerable populations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  History  and

Archeology Current  governance  narratives

are  increasingly  anchored  in  historical  and

archaeological  revisionism.  The  detailed

coverage of  Maya stelae at  Calakmul and

the sincretism of Culhuacán serves to bolster

a  national  identity  rooted  in  indigenous

resilience  rather  than  colonial  legacies.  By

framing modern political figures through the

lens  of  JFK’s  "Camelot" or  the  1909  Maya

collapse, the media seeks to create a sense of

cyclical  continuity,  legitimizing  current  state

actions  as  part  of  a  long-standing  historical

struggle for sovereignty.

Fragile  State  Capacity  in  the  Face  of

Cartel  Fragmentation The  death  of  "El

Mencho" signals a period of high-risk cartel
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fragmentation.  Historical  analysis  provided

by  the  broadcast  shows  that  previous

captures, such as the Milenio Cartel leaders,

led to the formation of more violent offshoots

like the CJNG. The state's current victory may

be Pyrrhic if it cannot manage the splintering

factions  (like  "Los  Torcidos")  that  typically

emerge after a "capo" falls.  The reliance on

the  National  Guard suggests  a  continued

militarization of domestic policing as the only

viable response to this splintering.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Mexico:  Narrative  Control  vs.  Cartel

Violence

The  administration  is  struggling  with

institutional  decay in  its  ability  to

manage  information,  relying  heavily  on

debunking  "fake  news"  while

simultaneously  deploying  the  military  to

quell unrest.

Internal friction within the Morena party,

fueled by Julio Scherer’s book, suggests a

weakening  of  the  governing  coalition  as

factions  fight  over  the  "radical"  vs.

"moderate" direction of the state.

Venezuela: Managed Liberalization

The Maduro administration appears to  be

using amnesty laws as a tactical retreat to

secure  its  survival  amid  rumors  of  high-

level defections (e.g., Delcy Rodríguez) and

ongoing economic pressures.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  Fracturing  Multipolar  Order The

international system is portrayed as a hostile

threat  matrix where  the  US  acts  as  a

destabilizing force, both through its historical

meddling in Vietnam and its current military

buildup in the Middle East. Mexico and other

Latin  American  states  are  positioning

themselves  as  an  alternative  economic

bloc,  leveraging  their  resource  wealth  and

high  interest  rates  to  attract  capital  away

from  the  traditional  US-dominated  financial

centers.  This  "economic  sovereignty"  is  a

central pillar of the day's geopolitical framing.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  outlook  is  characterized  by  a

strategic  decoupling from  the  US  dollar.

While  the  US  economy  faces  "adverse  and

changing" scenarios, Latin American markets

are thriving on raw material rallies and high

intermediation  rates.  However,  domestic

inflation in Brazil  continues to pressure low-

income earners despite the Real's strength.

Currency  Markets: The  Brazilian  real,

Colombian peso, and Mexican peso showed

exceptional performance against the dollar

at the close of the period.

Interest  Rates: Brazil  maintains  a  15%

intermediation rate,  while Colombia sits

at  10.25%,  making them highly  attractive

for institutional investors.

Trade Dynamics: Mexican exports to the

US  continue  to  grow,  with  Mexico  now

rivaling China as a top trade partner.

Resource  Nationalism: The  broadcast

emphasizes  the  importance  of  state-led

petroleum companies as the foundation for

regional  radicalism  and  economic

independence.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel  shifts  reflect  a  mix  of  state-led

purges, natural transitions, and the fallout of

major security operations.

Nemesio  Oseguera  Cervantes  (El

Mencho): Officially  confirmed  dead/

captured,  removing the primary architect

of the CJNG and opening a power vacuum

in Western Mexico.

Jesse  Jackson: The  death  of  the  civil

rights  leader on  February  17,  2026,

removes a key diplomatic and social figure

from the US political landscape.

Abuthaifa  al  Ansari: Named  the  new

leader of ISIS, signaling a reorganization

of militant operations in the Levant.

Juan  Pablo  Guanipa: Released  from

house  arrest in  Venezuela,  marking  a

potential  shift  in  the  state's  engagement

with the opposition.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network  prioritizes  national  resilience

and  heritage.  The  lead  stories  are  the

successful operation against the CJNG and the

recovery of the Mexican economy. These are

used to project strength and stability. "Buried

stories"  include  the  specifics  of  US-Iran

nuclear tensions and the humanitarian crisis

in  Gaza,  which  are  treated  as  peripheral

global  tragedies.  The  emotional  tone  shifts

from  nationalistic  pride (archaeology/

economy)  to  alarmism regarding

disinformation,  clearly  designed to steer  the

audience  toward  official  government

channels.  A  conspicuous  omission is  the

lack  of  Afghan  government  reaction  to  the

Pakistani  strikes,  which  likely  points  to  a

desire  to  avoid  highlighting  regional

instability  that  could  mirror  Mexico's  own

border issues.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  day's  framing  presents  a  world  where

traditional  Western  powers  are  in  decline

while regional powers in the Global South are

asserting their heritage and economic rights.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS 

Mexico:  Portrayed  as  competent  but

besieged by  external  disinformation  and

internal  criminal  actors.  The  state  is

framed  as  the  protector  of  "historical

legacy" and economic sovereignty.

United  States:  Framed  as  corrupt  and

chaotic.  The  broadcast  uses  Nixon's

historical  "betrayal"  regarding  Vietnam

peace talks as a metaphor for current US

unreliability.

Pakistan:  Depicted  as  aggressive  and

destabilizing due  to  its  airstrikes  on

Afghan soil, which are described as causing

"horrible" civilian death.

Venezuela  (Maduro):  Framed  as  weak

but  calculating,  using  amnesties  to  buy

time against internal pressure.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

CJNG:  Characterized  as  sanguinary  and

vengeful,  now  in  a  state  of  terminal

decline following the loss of "El Mencho."

ISIS: Portrayed as resurgent,  waiting for

the "perfect panorama" provided by the US

withdrawal from Syria.

Generation  Z  Disinformation  Cell:

Framed  as  a  technologically  adept

threat to  national  order,  weaponizing  AI

for psychological operations.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

AI  Synthesis:  State  media  warns  of

synthetic  videos showing  fake  burning

buildings  in  Puerto  Vallarta  and  fake

reehene (hostage) situations at airports.

Narrative  Seeding:  The  government  is

actively  seeding  a  narrative of

"infodemia,"  where  any  report  of  civilian

danger not vetted by the National Guard is

labeled as hostile disinformation.

Historical Revisionism:  By tying current

events  to  the  909  AD Maya  collapse,  the

state  is  priming  the  public  to  accept  a

narrative  of  "necessary  silences"  during

times of national crisis.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Cartel War Fragmentation: The death of

El Mencho will likely lead to a multi-front

war between  splinter  groups  ("Los

Torcidos"  vs  "La Resistencia")  in  the next

30 days.

Dollar  Divergence:  If  the  US  dollar

continues to weaken, Latin American states

may formalize  a  regional  currency pact

to  further  hedge  against  US  financial

volatility.

Syrian Vacuum: The new ISIS leadership

will  likely launch a major offensive in Al-

Hasakah within  the  quarter  to  seize

abandoned US military logistical hubs.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect retaliatory

"narco-blockades"  in  Guadalajara  and  rural

Michoacán  as  CJNG  factions  reorganize.

Social  unrest  in  Minneapolis  may  spike

following the funeral of Jesse Jackson.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

Venezuelan amnesty  could lead to  a  power-

sharing agreement or a managed transition

if economic indicators don't improve. Mexico

will  likely  introduce  new  AI  regulation to

curb disinformation.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in

the  regional  trade  balance  as  Mexico  and

China solidify their roles as the primary nodes

of North American supply chains, potentially

leading to a renegotiated USMCA with more

favorable terms for Mexico.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  environment  is  highly  volatile,

with  internal  security  victories  potentially

creating greater long-term instability.

Cartel Splinter Violence: The removal of

El  Mencho  creates  a  power  vacuum.

Triggers: Infighting between CJNG second-

tier  commanders  for  territory  control.

Likelihood: High. Impact:  Extreme civilian

casualties  and  infrastructure  damage.

Mitigations:  Sustained  deployment  of  the

National  Guard  and  federal  intelligence

integration.

Information  Collapse: AI-generated

disinformation  could  lead  to  widespread

civil  panic  and  institutional  distrust.

Triggers:  Large-scale  deepfake  attacks

during  the  CJNG  transition.  Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: Economic paralysis due

to  "psychosis"  at  transport  hubs.

Mitigations:  State-certified  information

channels and digital literacy campaigns.
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Regional  South  Asian  War: Pakistani

strikes in Afghanistan could escalate into a

full-scale  border  conflict.  Triggers:

Retaliatory  Afghan-Taliban  strikes  on

Pakistani  border  posts.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Destabilization  of  a

nuclear-armed  region.  Mitigations:

International  diplomatic  mediation  via

China or the UN.

US-Iran  Naval  Clash: The  US  carrier

buildup  in  the  Persian  Gulf  increases  the

risk  of  a  miscalculation.  Triggers:  Iranian

naval  harassment  or  a  nuclear  breakout

announcement.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact: Global oil price shock. Mitigations:

Revitalization  of  back-channel  nuclear

negotiations.

ISIS  Resurgence: ISIS-K  and  ISIS-Syria

coordinating  under  new  leadership.

Triggers:  Large-scale  prison  breaks  at

Syrian camps like Al-Hol. Likelihood: High.

Impact:  Terror  attacks  in  Europe  or  the

Middle  East.  Mitigations:  Rapid  regional

security  coalition  forming  to  fill  the  US

vacuum.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcast  lacks verified evidence of

El Mencho's body or the specific location of

his  death,  which  is  necessary  to  prevent

"martyrdom" narratives.

There is no analysis of the economic cost

of  the  military  operations  in  Jalisco  and

Michoacán,  which  could  impact  the

optimistic currency outlook.

The humanitarian impact of the Venezuelan

amnesty on migratory flows is completely

ignored.

The  status  of  the  Iranian  nuclear

program is mentioned as a threat but no

specific  timeline  for  a  "breakout"  is

provided.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Managed  Succession:  "El  Mencho's"

death  might  be  a  staged exit negotiated

with  the  state  to  allow  the  cartel  to

transition into a more "legitimate" business

entity  with  a  less  visible  leader,  thereby

reducing state-on-cartel violence.

Dollar Weakness as Trap: The weakening

US  dollar  might  be  a  managed

devaluation to  boost  US  exports,  which

would eventually hurt the Mexican export-

led  recovery  once  US  manufacturing

becomes more competitive.

Black  Swan:  A  massive  cyberattack  on

Pemex by a splintered cartel faction could

collapse  the  Mexican  economy's  "petro-

foundation,"  rendering  the  current

currency strength moot.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prioritize  the  de-radicalization of

"Generation  Z"  influencers  to  prevent  the

weaponization of AI in future elections.

Leverage  high  interest  rates  to  build  a

regional sovereign wealth fund that can

buffer against future US dollar volatility.

Strengthen  diplomatic  ties  with  the  new

Syrian leadership to prevent a total ISIS

resurgence post-US withdrawal.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Maintain  high  liquidity  in  Mexican and

Brazilian  assets to  capitalize  on  the

current currency macro-cycle, but prepare

for  volatility  during  the  cartel

fragmentation.

Audit  supply  chain  resilience in

Guadalajara and Western Mexico; consider

alternative  logistics  hubs  in  the  South  to

avoid blockade-prone corridors.

Monitor  cyber-security  protocols for  all

Latin  American  assets,  as  cartels  are

increasingly  using  information  warfare  to

disrupt corporate operations.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent  legislative  activity  centers  on  the

Mexican labor market and the Venezuelan

amnesty program, alongside a strong push for

public health mandates.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

40-Hour  Work  Week  Proposal:  A

debate  between  Morena’s  2030

implementation  plan  and  the  Citizen

Movement’s  immediate  implementation

plan. The goal is to align Mexican labor

standards with international norms.

Venezuelan Amnesty Law: A sweeping

regulation  allowing  the  release  of

political  prisoners  to  foster  "national

reconciliation" and stabilize the Maduro

regime.

Hypertension  Prevention  Mandate:

Proposed school-based diet modifications

to  reduce  salt  intake  and  prevent

cardiovascular  disease  in  future

generations.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Operation  Restoration  Briefing:  The

Secretariat  of  Public  Safety  and

Ernestina  Godoy  briefed  the  public  on

the  legal  framework for  the  current

military operations in Jalisco.

Jesse  Jackson  Memorial:  A  public

commemorative  event  that  also  served

as a platform for discussing the future

of civil rights in a post-Jackson era.

KEY STORIES

The Capture and Death of El Mencho:

Confirmation  of  the  end  of  Nemesio

Oseguera  Cervantes'  leadership  of  the

CJNG,  following  years  of  federal  pursuit.

The  operation  focused  on  the  cartel's

financial and military structure, leading to

the  arrest  of  family  members  and  key

lieutenants.

Jalisco  Disinformation  Crisis:  A

breakdown  of  how  AI  and  social  media

were used to simulate a terrorist attack at

the  Guadalajara  airport,  leading  to  mass

panic and official government denials from

the Mexican embassy.

Pakistani  Airstrikes  in  Afghanistan:

Detailed  reports  of  bombings  in  the

Koghiani,  Janijel,  and  Bisud  districts

targeting  TTP  camps,  resulting  in  18

civilian  deaths and  a  new diplomatic  low

between Cabul and Islamabad.

The  Recovery  of  Latin  American

Currencies:  An  economic  analysis  of  the

Mexican  peso,  Colombian  peso,  and

Brazilian real outperforming the US dollar,

attributed  to  high  interest  rates  and  raw

material rallies.
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The  Death  of  Jesse  Jackson:  A

retrospective on the life of the 84-year-old

civil rights leader who died on February 17,

2026,  highlighting  his  role  in  the  1965

Selma  march and  his  international

diplomacy in South Africa.

ISIS  Leadership  Succession:  The

announcement of Abuthaifa al Ansari as

the new leader of the Islamic State, coming

at  a  time  of  increased  insecurity  in

Northern Syria and Iraq.

Maya Archeology  at  Calakmul:  A  deep

dive into the 120 stone stelae of the Maya

city,  their  iconography  related  to  jaguars

and mountains, and the lessons of their 909

AD collapse for modern governance.

Hypertension Public Health Campaign:

A series of reports on the "silent killer" of

high blood pressure, emphasizing the need

for salt reduction, exercise, and long-term

geriatric care.

Ash  Wednesday  and  Cultural

Sincretism: An exploration of the religious

traditions  in  Culhuacán,  where  Catholic

rituals are layered over ancient Maya and

Aztec pyramids and beliefs.

US  Naval  Buildup  against  Iran:  The

deployment  of  two  aircraft  carriers  and

multiple  destroyers  to  the  Middle  East  in

response  to  Iranian  nuclear  program

advancements.

Venezuelan  Political  Amnesty:  The

release of  over  1,500 prisoners,  including

opposition  figure  Juan  Pablo  Guanipa,  as

part  of  a  tactical  shift  by  the  Maduro

administration.

Gaza Humanitarian Crisis: Reports of at

least eight children dying of hypothermia

due  to  the  ongoing  Israeli  blockade  and

lack of shelter during the winter.

JFK  and  the  Legend  of  Camelot:  A

historical  segment  re-evaluating  John  F.

Kennedy’s  presidency,  his  charisma,  and

the  conspiracy  theories  surrounding  his

1963 assassination.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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