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INTERNAL STUDENT MOBILIZATION

COINCIDES WITH A MAXIMUM

PRESSURE US MILITARY BUILDUP

AND REGIONAL INSTABILITY

ACROSS THE IRANIAN PLATEAU.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  22,  2026,  marks  a  critical

convergence of domestic fragility and external

military  pressure  for  the  Iranian  state.  The

reopening of universities for in-person classes

has  served  as  a  catalyst  for  a  significant

resurgence  in  student-led  civil  unrest.

Protests  have  been  reported  across  major

academic centers, including Sharif University,

Amirkabir, Beheshti, and Mashhad University,

where students are commemorating the 40th

day  of  the  "Dey  month"  killings.  These

demonstrations  have  quickly  escalated  into

direct  confrontations  between  anti-

government  students  and  pro-government

student  militias,  signaling  a  failure  of  state

security  measures  intended  to  pacify

academic  institutions  during  the  transition

from online to in-person learning.

On  the  international  stage,  the  Trump

administration  has  intensified  its  "maximum

pressure"  posture,  reportedly  deploying  a

massive  military  buildup  around  Iranian

borders.  Diplomatic  channels,  primarily

through Oman, indicate that Washington has

issued  a  10-to-15-day  ultimatum  for  Iran  to

accept  a  deal  based  on  strictly  limited

uranium  enrichment  or  face  a  "Plan  B"

involving military action. This external threat

environment  is  further  complicated  by

deteriorating  regional  security,  as  Pakistan

conducted  airstrikes  in  eastern  Afghanistan

against  insurgent  targets,  sparking  a

diplomatic crisis with the Taliban government

and increasing the risk of a broader conflict

on Iran's eastern flank.

Economically,  Iran  is  experiencing  a  severe

crisis  of  confidence,  manifested  in  a

precipitous  crash  of  the  Tehran  Stock

Exchange and a 30% decline in market value

over  the  past  month.  Capital  flight  and  the

continued  devaluation  of  the  Rial  are

exacerbating  domestic  tensions.

Simultaneously,  the  global  community  is

attempting  to  establish  new  governance

frameworks  for  emerging  technologies,  with

86 nations signing a joint statement in Delhi

to  regulate  "safe  and  reliable"  Artificial

Intelligence, a move analysts compare to the

historical Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Resurgence of University-Led Civil Unrest

Students  at  Sharif,  Amirkabir,  Beheshti,

and  Mashhad  universities  launched

coordinated protests on the first day of in-

person classes.

Violent clashes erupted at Sharif University

between anti-government students and pro-

government Basij militias.
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Academic protests  were specifically  timed

to mark the 40th day since the killings of

protesters during  the  previous  month's

unrest.

Security forces have reportedly engaged in

systemic intimidation of student families to

prevent mobilization.

US  Military  Buildup  and  Nuclear

Ultimatum

Reports indicate an unprecedented military

buildup of  US  forces  in  the  region,

including  the  arrival  of  a  second  aircraft

carrier.

The  US has  reportedly  issued  a  10-to-15-

day  deadline for  Iran  to  agree  to  limited

uranium enrichment.

Oman  is  actively  mediating  between

Washington and Tehran to avert a military

strike ("Plan B").

Escalation  of  Pakistan-Afghanistan

Border Conflict

Pakistan conducted aerial strikes in eastern

Afghanistan, targeting insurgent hideouts.

The  Taliban  government  condemned  the

strikes,  claiming  civilian  casualties

including women and children.

The  conflict  increases  regional  instability

on Iran's  eastern  border,  complicating  its

security calculus.

Global  AI  Governance Framework (Delhi

Statement)

86  countries  signed  a  joint  statement in

Delhi  calling  for  safe  and  reliable  AI

technology.

Analysts  discuss  the  statement  as  a

potential  precursor to  an  international

treaty similar to the NPT.

The  accord  emphasizes  maximum  benefit

for  humanity while  mitigating  existential

risks.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

US naval forces, including the USS Gerald

R. Ford, are postured for potential strikes

against  Iranian  nuclear  and  military

infrastructure.

Iran's  military  strategy  continues  to

emphasize  asymmetric  warfare using

speedboats,  mines,  and drones to counter

US naval superiority.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

The  Iranian  government's  attempt  to  use

"security  atmospheres"  and  family

intimidation  has  failed  to  prevent  student

mobilization.

Protesters are increasingly using symbolic

acts, such as wearing white and singing, to

challenge  state-imposed  mourning

narratives.

Cybersecurity & Information Warfare

The  Iranian  state  has  intensified  internet

censorship and VPN crackdowns to isolate

the  domestic  population  from  global

information.

State-linked  actors  are  reportedly

manipulating  Wikipedia and  other  open

platforms  to  seed  pro-government

narratives of the protests.

Tech Sovereignty & AI

AI is being integrated into sports officiating

and  broadcasting for  the  2026  Winter

Olympics in Milano Cortina.
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Ethical  concerns  regarding  AI-assisted

daury  and  scoring remain  a  point  of

international debate.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  primary  trend  observed  is  the

Synchronization of Internal and External

Pressures. Historically, the Iranian state has

used external threats to consolidate domestic

support. However, current transcripts suggest

that domestic unrest, particularly among the

youth  and  academic  elite,  is  occurring  in

tandem  with  an  unprecedented  external

military  threat.  The  student  movement  is

explicitly  framing  the  university  as  an

extension  of  the  street,  suggesting  that  the

state's  traditional  methods  of

compartmentalized  repression  are  no  longer

effective at Sharif University.

A secondary theme is the Weaponization of

Information and Historical Memory. Both

the state and the protesters are engaged in a

struggle to define the narrative of the recent

"Dey  month"  killings.  The  state  employs

"white lists" for internet access and uses Basij

militias  to  disrupt  commemorations  in

Mashhad and Tehran. Protesters, meanwhile,

are  using  digital  tools  like  VPNs  and

decentralized  information  hubs  to  preserve

evidence  of  state  violence  and  coordinate

40th-day ceremonies.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Iranian state is facing a profound Crisis

of Legitimacy within its academic core. The

decision  to  return  to  in-person  classes  was

likely  intended  to  demonstrate  a  return  to

normalcy,  but  it  instead provided a  physical

venue  for  organized  dissent.  The  clashes

between Basij militias and students at Sharif

University  illustrate  a  breakdown  in  the

state's ability to maintain order without overt

violence  in  sensitive  urban  centers.

Furthermore,  the  crash of  the  Tehran Stock

Exchange indicates  that  the  economic  elite

and  middle  class  are  losing  faith  in  the

government's ability to manage the economy,

leading to increased capital flight.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  US  is  projecting  a  Maximum  Force

Posture aimed at forcing a quick diplomatic

capitulation.  The  deployment  of  two aircraft

carriers  and  the  reported  15-day  ultimatum

suggest  that  Washington  is  no  longer

interested in open-ended negotiations. Iran, in

response,  is  retreating  into  a  Defensive

Defiance mode,  threatening  to  target  US

carriers with asymmetric means in the Persian

Gulf. Regionally, the Pakistan-Taliban conflict

over  border  security creates  a  "two-front"

instability  for  Tehran,  potentially  distracting

its  security  apparatus  from  domestic

repression.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Iranian  economy  is  in  a  state  of  high

volatility,  driven  by  geopolitical  uncertainty

and  systemic  fiscal  mismanagement.  The

stock  market's  collapse  is  the  most  visible

sign  of  a  broader  economic  retreat  by

domestic investors.

Market  Crash: The  Tehran  Stock

Exchange  index  fell  by  100,000  units,

marking a 2.5% loss in a single day.
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Valuation  Loss: Total  market  value  has

dropped by 30% in the last month, reaching

approximately $76 billion.

Currency  Devaluation: Continued  Rial

devaluation is  driving  capital  flight  and

increasing the cost of imports.

Sanctions  Impact: Rumors  of  increased

US sanctions are further depressing market

sentiment.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts highlight a tightening of  the

inner circle and potential shifts in the security

hierarchy  as  the  state  moves  to  a  crisis

footing.

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a  decisive

actor leveraging military force to secure a

specific nuclear deal.

Abbas  Araghchi: Acting  as  the  key

diplomatic  interlocutor in  the  Oman-

mediated talks.

Taliban  Leadership: Facing  internal

pressure to respond to Pakistani airstrikes

while maintaining international legitimacy.

Basij  Militias: Increasingly  deployed  as

the primary enforcement arm on university

campuses,  signaling  a  reliance  on

paramilitary forces over traditional police.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The broadcast exhibits a high-urgency, Crisis-

Oriented  Tone.  The  lead  stories  are

dominated by the university protests and the

US  military  ultimatum,  framing  them  as

existential  threats  to  the  current  Iranian

order. Significant airtime is also given to the

Artemis  II  space  mission and  global  AI

developments,  likely  to  provide  a  global

context  of  technological  advancement  from

which  Iran  is  being  isolated.  The  Pakistan-

Afghanistan  strikes  are  treated  as  a

significant secondary threat matrix. Omissions

include  detailed  economic  data  beyond  the

stock market crash, possibly to avoid inducing

further panic.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as  a

fracturing  arena  where  historical  alliances

(US-Europe) and regional rivalries (Pakistan-

Taliban)  are  being  re-evaluated  through  the

lens of the Iranian crisis.

United  States: Framed  as  Strong  and

Aggressive;  "Washington  is  prepared  to

receiving  a  comprehensive  proposal  from

Iran in 48 hours" regarding nuclear talks.

Iran (Government): Portrayed as Chaotic

and  Defiant;  "The  Islamic  Republicâ€™s

legitimacy has suffered a heavy blow with

these  killings"  following  the  recent

massacre.

Taliban: Characterized as Combative and

Vulnerable;  "The Taliban has  condemned

these attacks and said dozens of  civilians

were killed" following Pakistan's strikes.

Pakistan: Framed  as  Aggressive;

"Islamabad says it  bombed rebel  hideouts

in Afghanistan" in response to recent lethal

attacks.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The information environment is a Hot Zone

of  Narrative  Contest.  The  Iranian  state  is

attempting  to  "black  out"  the  university

protests  while  simultaneously  seeding  the

narrative  that  the  unrest  is  "guided  from

outside  the  university"  per  the  Fars  News
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report.  The  state's  use  of  "white  lists"  for

internet access in Tehran and other cities is a

strategic attempt to control the flow of visual

evidence  from  the  protests.  Conversely,

activist  groups  are  leveraging  VPNs  and

international media to project the narrative of

a "renewed revolution" triggered by the 40th-

day commemorations.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Based  on  the  current  trajectory,  several

outcomes are probable:

Escalation  of  Student  Strikes: The

successful  mobilization  at  Sharif  and

Beheshti  is  likely  to  lead  to  a  broader

national  student  strike if  the  state

continues  to  use  Basij  militias  for

repression.

Brinkmanship  Peak: The  US  15-day

ultimatum creates a high-risk window for a

naval  skirmish  or  a  limited  strike  if  Iran

does  not  provide  a  significant  diplomatic

concession.

Economic  Contagion: The  stock  market

crash  is  likely  to  spread to  the  broader

retail  sector,  potentially  triggering  strikes

among  bazaar  merchants  and  industrial

workers.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intensified

security presence in major cities and potential

closure of universities again to "sanitize" the

protest  environment.  The  US  ultimatum

expires,  leading  to  either  a  diplomatic

breakthrough via Oman or a localized military

engagement in the Persian Gulf.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If a deal is not

reached,  Iran  may  accelerate  its  nuclear

program  to  "weaponization  threshold"  as  a

final  deterrent,  while  the  domestic  economy

moves toward hyperinflationary conditions.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  current

alignment  of  youth  dissent  and  economic

failure suggests a structural shift in the social

contract, potentially leading to a fundamental

reconfiguration of the Iranian political system

or  a  transition  to  a  more  overt  military-

paramilitary dictatorship.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risk is a miscalculation leading to

a regional war, triggered by the overlapping

domestic and international ultimatums facing

the Iranian leadership.

Risk  of  Military  Escalation: A

miscommunication  in  the  Persian  Gulf

during  the  US  buildup could  trigger  a

regional  war;  Triggers  include  naval

harassment or a perceived Iranian missile

launch; Likelihood: Moderate-High; Impact:

Catastrophic;  Mitigations:  Clear  de-

confliction lines via Oman.

Risk  of  State  Failure/Civil  War:

Sustained  clashes  between  students  and

Basij  militias  at  Sharif  University could

expand;  Triggers:  A  high-profile  student

death  or  a  defection  within  the  regular

police; Likelihood: Moderate; Impact: High;

Mitigations:  Withdrawal  of  paramilitary

forces from campuses.

Risk of Economic Collapse: Total loss of

faith in the Rial leading to a general strike;

Triggers:  Further  stock  market  drops  or

central bank inability to cover withdrawals;

Likelihood:  High;  Impact:  Severe;

Mitigations: Emergency liquidity injections

and lifting of some trade barriers.
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Risk  of  Cyber-Blackout: Iranian  state

successfully imposing a "National Intranet";

Triggers: Evidence of protest coordination

via  encrypted  apps;  Likelihood:  High;

Impact:  Moderate  (Information  isolation);

Mitigations:  Increased  satellite  internet

deployment (Starlink, etc.).

Risk of  Regional  Proxy Explosion: The

Pakistan-Taliban  conflict  spilling  over  into

Iran; Triggers:  Cross-border militant raids

or  Pakistani  strikes  hitting  Iranian

territory;  Likelihood:  Moderate;  Impact:

Moderate;  Mitigations:  Tri-lateral  border

security commission.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Military Readiness: The  broadcasts  lack

details on the actual operational status of

Iran's anti-ship missile batteries and drone

fleet.

Elite Infighting: There is little information

on factions within the IRGC regarding the

US ultimatum; some may favor a deal while

others push for escalation.

Rural Sentiment: The focus is heavily on

urban  universities;  the  sentiment  in  rural

areas and among traditional working-class

families is largely absent.

Nuclear  Progress: The  precise  level  of

enrichment and  stockpile  size  remains

unverified  by  independent  international

inspectors in these reports.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Managed  Crisis"  Hypothesis: The

Iranian  leadership  may  be  deliberately

allowing some university dissent to serve as a

pressure  valve  while  using  the  US  military

threat to justify harsh economic measures. In

this scenario, the "ultimatum" is a coordinated

piece of  theater to allow both sides to back

down  with  a  deal  that  preserves  the  status

quo in the Delhi negotiations.

The  "Internal  Coup"  Scenario: The

intensification of Basij activity on campuses at

Sharif  and  Beheshti may  indicate  that  the

hardline paramilitary elements are preparing

to  seize  power from  the  more  moderate

clerical  and  diplomatic  wing,  using  the  US

threat  as  a  pretext  for  a  total  state  of

emergency.

Black Swan Event: A catastrophic failure

of the Artemis II mission due to its technical

issues could  radically  shift  the  US domestic

political  landscape,  potentially  undermining

the  Trump  administration's  "strength"

narrative  and  causing  an  immediate

withdrawal of military pressure on Iran.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prioritize direct de-confliction channels

in  the  Persian  Gulf  to  prevent  accidental

escalation during the 15-day window.

Coordinate  with  Oman to  finalize  the

"limited enrichment" framework before the

military ultimatum expires.

Monitor  Pakistan-Taliban  border

tensions as  a  potential  trigger  for  wider

regional destabilization.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Immediate  risk  assessment  of  regional

supply chains passing through the Strait

of  Hormuz;  prepare  for  potential  naval

blockades.
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Hedge  against  further  Rial  devaluation

and  prepare  for  total  Iranian  internet

isolation (National Intranet).

Evaluate  compliance  risks associated

with  any new US "Plan B"  sanctions  that

may target third-party mediators.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The primary legislative activity focused on the

Global AI Governance Accord and Iranian

Emergency Security Protocols.  86 nations

reached  a  historic  agreement  in  Delhi

regarding the future of Artificial Intelligence

technology, while Iranian authorities debated

the  transition  to  a  National  Intranet to

secure critical infrastructure and information

space during the unrest.

The Delhi  AI  Statement: A  non-binding

but diplomatically significant framework for

safe  AI  development signed  by  86

countries.

Iranian  Internet  Isolation  Proposal: A

proposed move to a domestic-only internet

network to prevent foreign influence during

protests.

Omani  Nuclear  Mediation  Protocol: A

proposed "limited enrichment" compromise

being circulated between Washington and

Tehran.

KEY STORIES

Sharif University Clashes: Students and

Basij  militias  engaged  in  direct  physical

conflict following  the  return  to  in-person

classes.

US  Military  Ultimatum: Reports  of  a

10-15  day  deadline for  Iran  to  accept

nuclear terms or face military action.

Pakistan  Airstrikes: Pakistan  bombed

eastern  Afghanistan,  killing  dozens  and

sparking a Taliban protest.

Tehran  Stock  Market  Collapse: A

100,000 unit  drop in  the TSE index amid

capital flight and Rial devaluation.

Delhi AI Statement: 86 nations signed an

accord for  safe  and  reliable  Artificial

Intelligence.

Artemis II Launch Delay: NASA's moon

mission facing technical issues with helium

gas systems.

Mashhad  University  Protests: Students

in eastern Iran joined the university strikes

and 40th-day commemorations.

Iranian Internet Censorship: Authorities

intensified VPN crackdowns and debated a

permanent national intranet.

Prince Andrew Document Leak: Rumors

regarding  classified  documents related  to

Jeffrey Epstein surfacing in the UK.

AI  in  the  2026  Olympics: New  AI

tracking  technologies being  deployed  for

the Milano Cortina Winter Games.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine
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yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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