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INDONESIA PROJECTS STRATEGIC

INFLUENCE IN GAZA AND

WASHINGTON WHILE MANAGING

DOMESTIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND

ENVIRONMENTAL STRAINS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  Indonesian  administration  is  currently

executing  a  high-stakes  "dual-track"

diplomatic  strategy,  aggressively  positioning

the nation as a central mediator in the Middle

East  while  securing  significant  economic

concessions  from  the  United  States.  In

Washington,  President  Prabowo  Subianto's

engagement with global investment leaders—

representing a combined $6 trillion in assets—

has resulted in multi-billion dollar MOUs and

a  drastic  reduction  in  tariffs for  Indonesian

textiles,  signalizing  a  pivot  toward  deeper

economic  integration  with  Western  markets.

Simultaneously,  the  deployment  of  800

personnel  to  the  International  Stabilization

Force  (ISF) in  Gaza  represents  a  landmark

shift  in  Indonesian  defense  policy,

transitioning  from  traditional  non-alignment

to  active  participation  in  a  U.S.-led

humanitarian-military coalition.

However, this external projection of power is

contrasted  by  persistent  domestic

vulnerabilities. In the provinces, bureaucratic

inefficiencies in health insurance (BPJS) and a

mounting  waste  management  crisis  in

Sumatra  and  West  Java  indicate  a  delta

between  elite  foreign  policy  successes  and

local  administrative  capacity.  Furthermore,

the  escalation  of  the  Israel-Lebanon  conflict

and  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the  Russia-

Ukraine  war  highlight  a  volatile  global

security  environment  that  threatens  to

complicate  Indonesia's  "free  and  active"

foreign policy, particularly as it integrates into

an  ISF  structure where  the  United  States

serves as the primary Force Commander.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Humanitarian-Military  Deployment  to

Gaza: Indonesia has committed up to 800

personnel to the International Stabilization

Force (ISF) in Gaza, focusing on Rafah and

southern  Gaza for  reconstruction  and

humanitarian  operations.  The  Foreign

Ministry  emphasized  that  this  role  is

strictly non-military and does not constitute

diplomatic recognition of Israel.

US-Indonesia  Economic

Rapprochement: President  Prabowo

secured a $38 billion trade deal and $600

trillion  (IDR)  in  potential  MOUs following

meetings with 12 major US CEOs, including

key investors in OpenAI. Reciprocal tariffs

on textiles are set to drop from 32% to 19%

and eventually 0%.
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Regional  Security  Escalation: Israeli

airstrikes in South Lebanon have killed at

least  12  people,  including  refugees,

violating the 2024 ceasefire agreement and

complicating  the  broader  regional

stabilization  efforts  Indonesia  is  now

joining.

Capital  Market  Integrity  Reform: The

OJK  (Financial  Services  Authority)  has

formed  a  new  Integrity  Task  Force to

restore investor confidence through stricter

disclosure  requirements  for  listed

companies.

Environmental  and  Infrastructure

Crises: Flooding near Mount Bromo and a

waste  management  emergency in  Padang

illustrate  the  limits  of  local  government

responses to climate and urban strain.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Indonesia's  entry  into  the  ISF  as  Deputy

Commander  of  Operations marks  a

significant departure in its military posture,

despite official denials of "militarization."

Tensions in Lebanon and Ukraine remain at

an  acute  impasse,  with  Russia-Ukraine

negotiations  in  Geneva  showing  little

progress after four years of war.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The  US  Supreme  Court's  invalidation  of

reciprocal  tariffs has  created  a  legal

opening  that  Indonesia  is  exploiting  to

secure textile exports for 4 million workers.

Investment focus is shifting heavily toward

renewable energy, digital economy, and AI.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The Foreign Ministry is carefully managing

the "Gaza mandate" to ensure it aligns with

Palestinian  interests while  maintaining  a

working relationship with the US-led force.

Leadership  is  utilizing  "praise  diplomacy"

in Washington to secure legal certainty for

global investors.

Critical Infrastructure & Public Health

Systemic failures in BPJS (National Health

Insurance)  reactivation  in  Gorontalo  and

Blora are  leaving  vulnerable  populations,

including  pregnant  women,  without

surgical coverage.

Railway safety remains a concern following

truck collisions on airport commuter lines.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Institutionalization  of  "Pragmatic

Neutrality"

Indonesia  is  evolving  its  traditional  non-

aligned stance into a more active, pragmatic

role.  By  joining  the  ISF  under  a  U.S.  Force

Commander, Jakarta is essentially trading its

historical distance for a "seat at the table" in

Middle Eastern security. This move allows the

government to satisfy domestic pro-Palestine

sentiment through humanitarian action while

proving  its  utility  to  the  U.S.  security

architecture.  However,  the  ministry  must

constantly  deny  any  formal  ties  to  Israel to

prevent  domestic  backlash,  a  narrative

tension that may become unsustainable if the

ISF mission shifts toward combat.

Investment-First Foreign Policy

The  Prabowo  administration  has  prioritized

"legal  certainty"  as  its  primary  export  to
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Washington. By bringing 12 global CEOs into

a  direct  strategic  dialogue,  the  state  is

bypassing traditional bureaucratic channels to

offer  personal  presidential  guarantees.  This

indicates  a  trend  where  foreign  policy  is

almost  entirely  subservient  to  the

Macroeconomic  agenda,  specifically  seeking

to  insulate  Indonesia  from  the  volatility  of

global tariff wars.

Environmental  Fragility  vs.  Industrial

Growth

While the national government discusses high-

tech AI investments, the local reality is one of

unmanaged waste and infrastructure collapse.

The  reports  from  Padang  and  Probolinggo

suggest that Indonesian development is highly

bifurcated.  The  "Zero  Waste"  strategy

promoted  in  Sumatra  is  struggling  against

mental blocks in public behavior and a lack of

integrated logistics, creating a persistent risk

of  "internal  decay"  that  could  eventually

undermine  the  glossy  investment  narrative

presented abroad.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Indonesia's domestic environment is currently

characterized  by  a  struggle  between

modernization  and  local  administrative

failure.  The  BPJS  crisis in  Gorontalo,  where

19,000  residents  were  suddenly  de-enrolled

from  health  services,  highlights  a  critical

disconnect  in  the  social  safety  net.

Furthermore,  the  flooding  in  Probolinggo

underscores how extreme weather events are

increasingly  overwhelming  regional  disaster

management  agencies  (BPBD),  leading  to

significant property damage and disruption of

local commerce.

Elite consensus appears focused on external

economic gains, but the OJK's formation of a

task  force to  combat  capital  market

corruption  suggests  that  institutional  decay

remains a major internal threat. There is also

a notable social trend of "normalized sadness"

or "mental  health identity" among Gen-Z,  as

discussed  in  religious  contexts,  which  the

government  and  religious  leaders  are

attempting  to  channel  into  productive

religious or social activity to prevent broader

social malaise.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Indonesia is framing the international system

as a zone of strategic opportunity rather than

a threat matrix. The state is actively avoiding

"Bloc  Politics"  by  maintaining  deep

humanitarian ties in Gaza while aggressively

pursuing U.S. capital. However, the portrayal

of  the  external  world  remains  perilous:  the

Israel-Lebanon  strikes  and  the  failed

negotiations in Geneva frame the globe as a

place of persistent, unsolvable conflict where

Indonesia's  role  is  to  provide  a

"professionalized" alternative to chaos.

Jakarta's  posture  is  one  of  strategic

maneuverability.  By  becoming  the  Deputy

Commander  of  ISF  Operations,  Indonesia  is

projecting power in a way that legitimizes its

military's  reputation  on  the  world  stage

without officially taking sides in the broader

regional  war.  This  is  a  defensive-proactive

hybrid  strategy:  protecting  national

reputation  while  securing  economic  lifelines

from the world's largest economy.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  environment  is  defined  by  a

massive  inflow  of  potential  capital  and  a

strategic restructuring of trade relations with

the  United  States.  While  the  global
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environment  is  fraught  with  tariff  volatility,

Indonesia  has  secured  specific  bilateral

exemptions that  could  protect  its

manufacturing sector from broader US-China

trade fallout.

Capital Flows: Meetings in DC targeted $6

trillion in Asset Under Management (AUM).

Trade  Concessions: Reduction  of

reciprocal  tariffs  to  19%  for  textiles  and

apparel,  benefiting  20  million  people

indirectly.

MOU  Volume: Indonesian  business

councils  recorded IDR 600 trillion in new

agreements  across  energy  and

manufacturing.

Commodity  Trends: Surge  in  date

(kurma)  sales in  Jakarta  markets,  with

shops  moving  1  ton  per  day,  reflecting

seasonal Ramadan consumption peaks.

Digital  Economy: Direct  interest  from

OpenAI  investors in  Indonesian  tech

infrastructure.

Regulatory  Shifts: OJK  mandate  to

increase free float requirements to 15% for

listed companies.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events highlight the consolidation of

a  "Technocratic  Trio"  leading  Indonesia's

international  engagement,  with  a  strong

emphasis on business-military synergy.

Sugiono  (Foreign  Minister): Emerging

as  the  primary  communicator  of  the

"Middle  Path" for  the  Gaza  mission,

balancing  military  deployment  with

humanitarian rhetoric.

Rosan Roeslani (Investment Minister):

Positioning as the primary liaison for global

CEOs,  emphasizing  direct  access  to  the

presidency.

Pandu Sjahrir (CIO Danantara): Taking

a  lead  role  in  sovereign  wealth

management and  tech-sector  negotiation,

specifically  bridging  the  gap  to  AI

investors.

Airlangga  Hartarto  (Coordinating

Minister): Consolidating control over tariff

negotiations and trade agreements signed

with the US executive.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network's  editorial  strategy  is  one  of

nationalistic reassurance. The lead stories are

overwhelmingly  positive,  focusing  on

Indonesia's  "Hattrick"  in  Washington and its

prestige  role  in  Gaza.  Domestic  problems,

such  as  the  BPJS  health  crisis or  the

Probolinggo  floods,  are  treated  as  logistical

hurdles  rather  than  systemic  failures.  A

"buried" but critical story is the US Supreme

Court's invalidation of Trump's tariffs, which

could  radically  shift  the  global  trade

landscape;  the  network  presents  this  as  a

"win" for Indonesia but avoids discussing the

potential  legal  chaos  it  creates  for

international trade law. Notably absent is any

coverage of potential Israeli objections to the

ISF mission or the reaction of other ASEAN

nations to Indonesia's solo military diplomacy.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  media  portrays  Indonesia  as  a  rising,

competent,  and  ethical  middle  power,  while

framing the West as a source of capital  and
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the  Middle  East  as  a  zone  of  tragic  but

manageable instability.

United States: Framed as a  Strong but

Legalistic partner.  The  focus  is  on  the

"opportunity"  of  US  capital  and  the

"prestige" of  the US military command in

Gaza. Quotation: "Force Commander is held

by  the  United  States,  supported  by  three

deputies, including Indonesia."

Israel: Framed as a Violent and Chaotic

actor.  Strikes  on  Lebanon  and  Gaza  are

portrayed  as  "violations"  or  sources  of

tragedy.  Quotation:  "Israel  launched

airstrikes...  in  violation  of  the  2024

ceasefire."

Palestine/Gaza: Framed as a Vulnerable

and  Sovereign entity  in  need  of

Indonesian  "consultation"  and

"humanitarian  tasks."  Quotation:

"Indonesia  will  involve  Palestinian  parties

in the consultation process."

Russia: Framed  as  a  Stubborn  and

Entrenched power.  The  Genevan

negotiations  are  described  as  "difficult"

with  "sharp  differences  in  position"  after

four years of war.

OpenAI/Global  CEOs: Framed  as

Principled  and  Efficient engines  of

growth.  Quotation:  "Investors  specifically

appreciated  President  Prabowo's

commitment to the legal system."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding  (Gaza): The

Indonesian government is aggressively pre-

empting  accusations that  the  ISF mission

implies  normalization  with  Israel.  By

defining  the  mandate  as  strictly

"humanitarian  and  defensive,"  they  are

building  a  linguistic  firewall  against

domestic Islamist opposition.

Legal Certainty Spin: In Washington, the

administration  is  using  the  "Danantara"

brand  to  package  BUMN  assets as  a

unified,  investor-friendly  entity,  obscuring

the  historical  corruption  and  inefficiency

associated with state-owned enterprises.

Censorship/Omission: There  is  almost

zero  mention of  the  human  rights

conditions  in  the  areas  Indonesia  will  be

policing  in  Gaza,  focusing  instead  on  the

"honor  and  award"  given  to  Indonesian

soldiers.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  "Mission  Creep"  Scenario: If  ISF

forces  are  attacked  by  Hamas  or  other

militants,  Indonesia's  "humanitarian-only"

mandate will be tested. This could lead to

either  a  humiliating  withdrawal  or  an

unintended military escalation.

The  "AI  Sovereign"  Move: Direct

engagement  with  OpenAI  investors

suggests Indonesia may attempt to build its

own localized AI infrastructure, potentially

moving  away  from  Chinese  tech

dependency in the long term.
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Domestic  Backlash: The  BPJS  health

crisis could serve as a flashpoint for social

unrest if local governments continue to fail

in basic service delivery while the national

budget  is  increasingly  committed  to

overseas prestige missions.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

Ramadan-related  logistics  strain,  with  high

demand  for  food  staples  (dates,  beef)  and

potential  for  localized  transport  strikes  if

infrastructure  recovery  from  floods  remains

slow.  The  initial  800  soldiers  will  begin

specialized training for the Rafah mission.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Formalization

of  the  US  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreement will

lead to a textile export boom, likely driving up

manufacturing  employment  but  also

increasing industrial pressure on the already

strained  waste  systems in  regions  like

Sumatra.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the "Washington

Hattrick" results  in  sustained  AUM  inflows,

Indonesia could successfully transition into a

"G20  Leader"  role,  decoupling  its  economy

from local  resource dependency and moving

toward  the  AI  and  green  energy sectors

envisioned by the Danantara fund.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Conflict  Entanglement: Indonesian  ISF

personnel  becoming  targets  in  the  Israel-

Hamas-Lebanon triangle.  Trigger: An ISF

compound strike or abduction. Likelihood:

High. Impact: Severe domestic instability.

Mitigation: Strict  adherence  to  the  non-

militarist  mandate and robust  intelligence

sharing with the US.

Bureaucratic Collapse: Systematic failure

of  the  BPJS  health  database leading  to

mass de-enrolment. Trigger: Unsuccessful

regional  data  migration.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Significant  public

health  crisis  and  loss  of  government

mandate.  Mitigation: Immediate  manual

reactivation protocols at the local level.

Waste/Environmental  Blowback:

Uncontrolled urban waste buildup causing

catastrophic  flooding or  health epidemics.

Trigger: Heavy rains near Mount Bromo or

in  Sumatra.  Likelihood: Very  High.

Impact: Destruction  of  local  economies

and  infrastructure.  Mitigation:

Accelerating  the  "Asri"  and  "Zero  Waste"

programs with national funding.

Trade  Deal  Fragility: The  US-Indonesia

Reciprocal  Trade  Agreement being

undermined by political changes in the US.

Trigger: US  Congressional  opposition  to

"Donald  Trump's"  executive  agreements.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Reversal

of  the  textile  boom  and  job  losses.

Mitigation: Diversifying export markets to

the Middle East and Africa.

AI/Tech  Sovereignty  Failure: Over-

reliance  on  US  tech  investors leading  to

loss  of  data  control.  Trigger:

Implementation of US-centric AI ethics or

surveillance  standards.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Erosion  of  tech

sovereignty.  Mitigation: Developing  local

digital  marketing  and  tech-training  hubs

like Graha Kreatif.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The current reporting fails to address the cost

of the Gaza deployment, particularly who is

funding the 800-person mission and the Rafah
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reconstruction. There is also a complete lack

of  Palestinian  perspectives in  the

transcripts;  while  the  ministry  claims  to

"consult"  them,  no  Palestinian  leaders  are

quoted.  Furthermore,  the  China  factor is

noticeably  absent;  it  is  unclear  how  Beijing

views Indonesia's deep military and economic

tilt toward Washington. Finally, the technical

feasibility of the $600 trillion MOUs is never

questioned,  despite  Indonesia's  historical

struggle with "investment realization" versus

"investment pledges."

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Paper  Hattrick": The  apparent

diplomatic successes in Washington may be

a sophisticated stalling tactic by the US. By

offering "concessions" on tariffs that the US

Supreme  Court  already  invalidated,

Washington  may  be  securing  Indonesian

military  support  in  Gaza  for  "free,"  while

the  actual  $6  trillion  in  AUM  remains

parked  in  US  markets  until  Indonesia

enacts  radical,  politically  impossible  legal

reforms.

ISF as a Neutrality Trap: Joining the ISF

might  be  the  end  of  Indonesia's  non-

aligned status. By placing its troops under

a  US  Force  Commander,  Jakarta  is

effectively  entering  a  Western  military

alliance. This could provoke a "Black Swan"

event  where  Hamas  or  its  allies begin

targeting  Indonesian  assets  globally,

viewing them as US proxies.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Immediately  establish  a  direct

military-to-military  deconfliction  line  with

regional Middle Eastern actors to insulate

the  ISF  mission  from  broader  Israeli-

Lebanese escalations.

Economic: Rapidly legalize the "Executive

Orders" on reciprocal trade to ensure they

survive  potential  shifts  in  US  domestic

politics.

Diplomatic: Publicly invite Palestinian and

Arab League observers to the ISF training

center to reinforce the "humanitarian-only"

narrative.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: The  textile  and  apparel

sector in  Indonesia  is  a  high-yield

opportunity  given  the  tariff  drops,  but

investors  must  audit  local  environmental

waste  compliance  to  avoid  emerging

regulatory risks.

Tech/AI: Early-stage  investment  in

Indonesian digital infrastructure is favored

by the presidency; firms focusing on "legal

certainty" for cloud and AI data centers will

have the first-mover advantage.

Logistics: The  waste  management  sector

in Sumatra and West Java is a critical gap;

there  are  opportunities  for  PPPs  (Public-

Private  Partnerships)  in  digitalizing  waste

logistics.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
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Legislative  and  policy  debates  center  on

international  trade  treaties,  capital  market

disclosure  reforms,  and  the  formalization  of

the  military  mandate  for  overseas  missions.

High-level  press  events  in  Washington  and

Jakarta served  as  the  primary  vehicles  for

policy announcement.

Agreement  on  Reciprocal  Tariffs: A

bilateral  policy  reducing  US  tariffs  on

Indonesian goods to 19% immediately, with

a  roadmap  to  0%  for  textiles.  Strategic

intent:  Protect  Indonesian  manufacturing

jobs from global trade volatility.

ISF Mandate Policy: A  Foreign Ministry

decree  defining  the  "humanitarian-

defensive" nature of the Gaza deployment.

Strategic  intent:  Bypass  constitutional

restrictions  on  offensive  overseas  military

action.

OJK Free Float Regulation: A proposal to

enforce a  15% minimum free float for  all

listed companies. Strategic intent: Improve

market  liquidity  and  transparency  to

attract global institutional capital.

Digitalization of Waste Management: A

regional policy in Padang to digitalize trash

deposit tracking. Strategic intent: Convert

waste  into  economic  value  and  reduce

landfill pressure.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Washington CEO Summit: Press briefing

by  Rosan  Roeslani  and  Pandu  Sjahrir

detailing  the  presidential  guarantees for

US investors.

Foreign  Ministry  Gaza  Briefing:

Sugiono’s  clarification  on  the  lack  of

diplomatic ties with Israel despite the ISF

mission.

OJK  Integrity  Press  Conference:

Announcement of  the new Capital  Market

Reform  Task  Force to  combat  fraudulent

reporting.

KEY STORIES

The  Washington  Hattrick: President

Prabowo Subianto's  successful  trip  to  the

US, securing $38B in trade agreements and

meeting with Donald Trump and 12 global

CEOs.

ISF Gaza Mission: Indonesia's deployment

of  800  personnel to  Gaza  as  Deputy

Commander  of  Operations  for  the

International Stabilization Force.

Reciprocal  Tariff  Breakthrough:

Reduction  of  US-Indonesia  textile  tariffs

from 32% to 19%, aimed at benefiting 20

million citizens.

Lebanon/Israel Airstrikes: Israeli strikes

on refugee camps in South Lebanon killing

at  least  12  people  and  meling  down  the

2024 ceasefire.

BPJS  Gorontalo  De-enrolment: Over

19,000 citizens in Gorontalo losing health

coverage  due  to  administrative  re-

validation errors.

Padang  Waste  Emergency: Sumatra

Barat’s struggle to manage 65 tons of daily

waste through  failing  local  bank  sampah

(waste bank) systems.

Mount  Bromo  Flooding: Hundreds  of

homes  in  Probolinggo submerged  under

60cm  of  water  and  mud  due  to  river

overflow near Mount Bromo.

Russia-Ukraine  Geneva  Talks: Stalled

negotiations after  four  years  of  war,  with

deep  disagreements  over  occupied

territories.
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OJK  Integrity  Reform: Formation  of  a

task force to improve market transparency

and enforce 15% free-float rules.

Ramadan Market Surge: Jakarta’s Tanah

Abang  and  Sabang  markets  reporting  a

60%  increase in  kurma  sales  and  takjil

demand.

Biography  of  Slamet  Riyadi:

Commemoration  of  the  historical

Indonesian  hero and  his  role  in  Ambon’s

return to the republic.

Giant Tortoise Conservation: Release of

158 giant tortoises in the Galapagos Islands

as  part  of  an  ecosystem  restoration

program.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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