TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

TVPINFO

FEBRUARY 21, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

POLAND: INSTITUTIONAL DEADLOCK AND ESCALATING SQCIAL FRICTION

Amid Trump’s Trade Shocks and the Shadow of Iranian Conflict.
GLOBAL SHOCKS

TRUMP’S TRADE SHOCKS

Unil;teral US Tariffs (15%) Threaten Global Markets &
EU Exports. Protectionism Disrupts Supply Chains.

Judicial Crisis & Constitutional
Conflict over Rule of Law.
Government Pursues ‘Plan B
after Presidential Veto.

R PIS FACTIONALISM
(Harcerze vs. Maslarze)

POLSKA NATAK CAMPAIGN RUSSIAN HISTORY ERASURE
(Community Spirit Narrative) (Masking Past Repressions)

Strategic Use of Nostalgia & National Goodness to Mask Failures.

INFLATION & RUSSIAN HEATING PROTECTIONIST SHOCKS
ENERGY COSTS COLLAPSE (Tariffs Hit Auto & Tech Sectors)

Grim Outlook Defined by Tariffs, Inflation & Energy Insecurity.

SHADOW OF IRANIAN CONFLICT

US Military Escalation & PotentiaI—Strikes in
Middle East Raise Energy Shock Risks.

HUMAN
TRAFFICKING BUST
(2,000 Victims)

Rising Xenophobia, Crime &
Security Debates Fuel Social
Instability. ‘SAFE’ Program
Sparks Sovereignty Fears.

XENOPHOBIC
ATTACKS
SAFE PROGRAM ~  (Rising Violence)
(Sovereigenty
(Sovereignty Concerns)

Al DISINFORMATION CYBER-ATTACKS & SCAMS
(Deepfakes, Voice Cloning) (Leveraging Al for Fraud)

Technological Sovereignty Challenged by Al-Enabled Chaos & Fake News.

JUDICIAL PERSIAN GULF Al-DRIVEN
COLLAPSE ENERGY SHOCK ~ ELECTORAL FRAUD

Potential for Systemic Breakdowns, Price Spikes & Interference.
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POLAND FACES INSTITUTIONAL
DEADLOCK AND ESCALATING
SOCIAL FRICTION AMID TRUMP’S
TRADE SHOCKS AND THE SHADOW
OF IRANIAN CONFLICT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 21, 2026, presents a picture of a
nation and a world in high-stakes transition.
In Poland, the government is navigating a
treacherous domestic landscape marked by
institutional warfare and rising social
instability. The "Polska na Tak" campaign
serves as a public relations counterweight to a
bitter struggle over the National Council of
the Judiciary (KRS) and the "SAFE" security
program, which has become a lightning rod
for sovereignty concerns and factional
infighting within the opposition Law and
Justice (PiS) party. These internal fractures
are exacerbated by a string of high-profile
crimes, including a massive human trafficking
ring bust and a series of xenophobic attacks
against Ukrainian refugees, suggesting a
fraying of social cohesion despite the
government's attempts to project a narrative
of progress.

Globally, the environment is dominated by the
disruptive foreign and trade policies of U.S.
President Donald Trump. His imposition of
aggressive 15% tariffs, in defiance of judicial
rulings, has sent shockwaves through global
markets and supply chains. This economic
protectionism is coupled with a dangerous
escalation in the Middle East, where the U.S.
is signaling imminent strikes against Iran. The
convergence of these
warfare, potential military escalation, and the
weaponization of artificial intelligence in both
criminal activities and diplomatic
disinformation—paints a portrait of an
increasingly anarchic international system
where traditional norms of diplomacy and
statecraft are being
dismantled.

events—economic

systematically

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Polish
Warfare

Institutional and Legal

* The government is preparing "Plan B"
following a presidential veto of the KRS
law, aiming to bypass institutional deadlock
to restore judicial order.

* The "SAFE" program has triggered intense
political debate, with opponents claiming it
forces Euro adoption via the back door and
cedes security sovereignty.

e Internal factionalism within PiS has
reached a boiling point, with "harcerze"
(scouts) and "maslarze" factions battling for
party leadership ahead of the next

government cycle.
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Global Trade and Security Shocks

* President Trump has wunilaterally raised
global import tariffs to 15%, specifically
targeting the EU, China, and Mexico after
SCOTUS invalidated previous rates.

* U.S. naval forces, including the USS
Abraham Lincoln, are positioned for a
strike on Iran amid threats of execution for
Iranian protesters.

* Evidence has emerged suggesting the use
of South American frog toxin (epibatidine)
in the assassination of Alexei Navalny,
indicating new Russian chemical warfare
vectors.

Domestic Security and Social
Friction

* The Border  Guard dismantled a
sophisticated international human

trafficking syndicate that enslaved nearly
2,000 foreign nationals.

* A brutal dog attack in Poznan has ignited a

national debate on mandatory liability

insurance for dangerous pet breeds.

* Xenophobic violence is rising, highlighted
by a pepper spray attack on a pregnant

Ukrainian woman in Warsaw.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Information Warfare & Disinformation

* U.S. Ambassador Thomas Rose is accused
of using Al- historical falsiti
manipulate  Polish  public  sentiment
regarding historical alliances.

* Russian domestic media is actively erasing
the history of the Gulag and Soviet
repression to justify current militarization.

* Cybercriminals are leveraging AI to

generate error-free phishing campaigns

and voice cloning for sophisticated scams.
Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The Polish presidency and the ruling
coalition are in a state of open
constitutional  conflict over  judicial
appointments and the rule of law.

* In Albania, the government faces violent
protests and tear gas over systemic
corruption allegations involving the Deputy
Prime Minister.

* The "Polska na Tak" initiative represents an
effort to maintain local government
engagement amid high-level political
paralysis.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* A Moldovan national was arrested for a
sabotage attempt on a fuel train destined
for Ukraine, highlighting the vulnerability
of Polish logistics hubs.

* Russia is facing a massive utility

infrastructure collapse, with heating
failures affecting thousands during a severe
winter.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of
Nostalgia A recurring theme across the day's
reports is the strategic use of historical
narratives and "national goodness" to mask
present-day failures. The Polish "Polska na
Tak" campaign emphasizes community spirit
and local achievements to distract from a
constitutional crisis that threatens the
functioning of the courts. Simultaneously,

Russia is seen systematically closing museums

Regret and
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dedicated to past repressions, replacing them
with a narrative of perpetual victimhood to
sustain its war footing.

Technological Sovereignty vs. AI Anarchy
The transcripts suggest a tipping point in the
digital environment. While NASA moves
forward with the Artemis 2 mission as a
symbol of technological prowess, the
immediate reality is one of Al-enabled chaos.
From indistinguishable deepfakes used in
financial scams to diplomatic spats over Al-
generated letters, states are struggling to
maintain information sovereignty in an
environment where truth is increasingly
difficult to verify.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Poland: Institutional Decay and Social
Tensions

* The conflict between the Tusk

administration and President Duda has
moved beyond policy disputes into a
fundamental breakdown of state functions,
with judicial nominations at a total
standstill.

* Rising anti-Ukrainian sentiment, fueled by
economic anxiety and populist rhetoric, is
manifesting in violent street-level incidents,
threatening Poland's humanitarian
reputation.

Internal polling and factional maneuvering
within the PiS party suggest a decline in
Morawiecki's influence, with more radical
elements led by Przemystaw Czarnek
gaining momentum.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Trump Shock and the Return of Hard
Politics Poland’s global posture is
increasingly reactive. The state is forced to
navigate between an aggressive U.S. trade
policy and the necessity of maintaining EU
security cooperation. The U.S. is framed as
both an indispensable security guarantor and
an unpredictable economic antagonist. This
"anarchic multipolarity" is evidenced by the
Al-generated diplomatic friction with the U.S.
Ambassador, suggesting that even core
alliances are now subject to information-
warfare tactics.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is grim, defined by
protectionist shocks and domestic inflation.
Trump's tariffs represent a systemic threat to
Polish exports, while domestic energy costs
and a winter heating crisis in the region are
driving public dissatisfaction. Financial
markets are increasingly pricing in
geopolitical risks, particularly the potential

for a drastic spike in oil prices should conflict

erupt in the Persian Gulf.

Key Economic Vectors

* Inflationary  pressure in  Russia is
exacerbated by a threefold increase in
utility bills, despite official denials of war-

related costs.

* The U.S. 15% tariff targets global supply
chains, specifically  threatening the
automotive and electronics sectors in
Poland and the EU.

* Scams involving fake pro-Ukrainian bank
accounts have defrauded Polish citizens of

nearly one million PLN.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The political landscape is shifting as factions
prepare for upcoming electoral cycles.
Factional warfare within the Polish opposition
and corruption scandals in Albania are the
primary drivers of personnel turnover.

» Tobiasz Bochenski: Identified as a "dark
horse" candidate for the Polish
Premiership, signaling a potential
generational shift within PiS.

Belinda Balluku: The Albanian Deputy
Prime  Minister is under criminal

investigation for tender manipulation,
leading to widespread civil unrest.

* Przemystaw Czarnek: Emerging as the
leader of the radical "maslarze" faction,
challenging the more moderate "harcerze"
for the future of the conservative
movement.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network's editorial hierarchy is split
between national morale-boosting through the
"Polska na Tak" campaign and fear-inducing
coverage of the "Trump shock" and Middle
Eastern instability. The Lead Stories focused

on the Olympics injury of Kamila Sellier and
the Amstaff dog attack, using high-emotion
domestic stories to anchor the broadcast.
Significant global developments, such as the
Moldovan sabotage attempt, were given less
airtime, potentially to avoid stoking panic
about domestic security vulnerabilities.
Notably absent is any deep analysis of the
long-term impact of the SAFE program's
sovereign debt implications, which were
minimized in favor of partisan bickering.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day's coverage portrays a
world where traditional power is being
challenged by erratic leadership and
technological subversion. There is a palpable
sense of anxiety regarding the reliability of
the United States as a strategic partner under
Trump's "Hard Politics" doctrine.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a unilateral
disruptor who "ignores the law" to protect
the American economy at the expense of
allies.

* Russia: Framed as a malicious actor that is
"erasing the past" to justify a future of
perpetual conflict.

e Iran: Depicted as a defiant but besieged
target that is "accustomed to threats" but

facing potential annihilation.

* Poland: Characterized as a principled but
paralyzed nation struggling to maintain

order amidst institutional sabotage.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Human Trafficking Syndicate: Described

as a highly professional criminal
corporation that leveraged Shell companies

and Ukrainian-Polish leadership.
e Interpol: Framed as an outmatched

protector struggling against "policy-level
AI" used by cyber-criminals.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* The wuse of Al-generated diplomatic
communications by the U.S. embassy
represents a "meta-narrative" shift where

diplomats are now active participants in
domestic information shaping.

* Narrative seeding is evident in the "SAFE"
program debate, with opposition factions

branding security funding as a Trojan horse

for the Euro currency.

* Russian efforts to close the Gulag Museum
constitute a psychological
operation to re-standardize "Soviet
heroism" as the only acceptable historical
lens.

massive

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Judicial Collapse: If "Plan B" for the KRS
fails to achieve legal legitimacy, the Polish
court system may completely cease to
function by mid-2026, leading to a total
breakdown in legal
businesses.

certainty  for

* Persian Gulf Energy Shock: Continued
U.S. naval escalation is likely to trigger an
Iranian f Hormuz
potentially causing a 50% increase in
global fuel prices within weeks.

* AI-Driven Electoral Fraud: The success
of voi loning and AI phishing suggests
that the next Polish election cycle will be
the first to systemic,
indistinguishable synthetic interference.

feature

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate
price hikes in imported consumer goods as

Trump's 15% tariffs take effect. In Poland, the
fallout from the Sellier Olympic injury and the

Ukrainian woman's assault may trigger

localized protests or social unrest.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The KRS "Plan
B" will likely lead to a constitutional crisis
between the Tusk government and the
Supreme Court. The deployment of Artemis 2
will be used as a major U.S. soft-power pivot
to distract from trade war damage.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Poland faces a
fundamental structural choice: deeper
integration into a militarized EU bloc or a
risky "Hard Politics" alignment with a
protectionist U.S. Russia’s infrastructure
decay suggests a regime that will become
increasingly erratic as it fails to provide basic
services to its citizens.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary threat matrix involves the
intersection of erratic U.S. leadership, Russian
sabotage, and Polish institutional fragility.

* Global Trade War Escalation: Trump’s
15% tariff creates a feedback loop of
retaliatory measures. Triggers: EU or
China retaliatory tariffs. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Severe global
Mitigations: Diversification of supply
chains and bilateral trade -carve-outs

* Critical Sabotage of Aid to Ukraine:
Sabotage attempts like the Pulawy fuel
train incident threaten the lifeline to Kyiv.
Triggers: Successful Russian-backed
sleeper cell attacks. Likelihood: Medium.
Impact: Collapse of Ukrainian front lines.
Mitigations: Increased military policing of
transport hubs.

recession.
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e Polish Constitutional Meltdown: The CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

deadlock over the KRS delegitimizes all SCENARIOS
future judicial rulings. Triggers: Mass
refusal of judges to recognize "neo-judge" « The "Managed Chaos" Theory: The

rulings. Likelihood: Very High. Impact:
Judicial anarchy. Mitigations: A negotiated
"Grand Compromise" between the
Presidency and the Sejm.

institutional deadlock in Poland over the
KRS is not a failure of governance but a
deliberate strategy by both sides to
maintain a "permanent campaign" footing,

* AI-Enabled Diplomatic Fracture: where the lack of resolution is more
Deepfake diplom leads to a permanent politically valuable than a solution.
loss of trust between allies. Triggers: A .

The Trump/Iran Blocker: The U.S. naval

deepfake scandal that leads to an buildup in the Gulf is a performative
ambassadorial  expulsion. Likelihood: "shaping operation" designed to force a

Medium. Impact: Collapse of the NATO deal, not to start a war. The aggressive
eastern  flank. ~ Mitigations: Strict rhetoric masks a profound U.S. military
"watermarking" protocols for all official reluctance to engage in another protracted
communications. Middle Eastern conflict.

Domestic Radicalization: The rise of anti- « Black Swan: A Solar Flare or Global
Ukrainian violence destabilizes the Polish

Cyber-Takedown occurs during the
social order. Triggers: A lethal hate crime. Artemis 2 mission, turning a symbol of
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Civil unrest human triumph into a high-orbit
and loss of EU support. Mitigations: catastrophe that effectively ends the era of
Aggressive prosecution of hate crimes and space cooperation.

public de-escalation campaigns.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

IMPLICATIONS
* The transcripts mention 2,000 human For Statecraft/Public Sector:
trafficking victims but fail to detail the
current whereabouts or legal status of e Implement "Plan B" for the KRS
these individuals, a massive blind spot for immediately to prevent a total judicial
human rights monitoring. freeze, even if it requires constitutionally
« Coverage of Russia's heating crisis lacks grey measures.
ground-level verification from independent * Launch a formal diplomatic inquiry into AI-
sources, relying on state-permitted leaks. generated diplomatic disinformation to
« The true strategic  intent  behind establish new norms with the U.S. State
Am r Rose's AI historical claim Department.
remains unexplained: was it an error, a * Harden logistics infrastructure around fuel
test, or a deliberate provocation? and weapons transport to Ukraine to
« The long-term health implications of fake counter Russian sabotage.

Octenisept in  Polish  hospitals are
completely unaddressed.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Hedge against a significant energy spike by
diversifying fuel sources and investing in

long-term storage.

* Audit supply chains for Trump tariff
exposure and explore near-shoring or local
production to bypass the 15% rate.

* Implement voice and video authentication
for all high-value financial transactions to
combat Al cloning fraud.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda is paralyzed by
executive-parliamentary conflict, with critical
security and judicial bills stalled in the Sejm
or vetoed by the President. High-level

pressure from the U.S. tariff policy is forcing a
frantic re-evaluation of Polish trade laws.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* KRS Reform Act: Vetoed by the President;

now subject to a governmental "Plan B"
bypass strategy.

* SAFE Security Program: Debated as a
mechanism for militarization and FEuro
adoption; fiercely opposed by PiS factions.

* Dangerous Dog Liability Law: A proposal
for mandatory insurance for dangerous pet

owners following the Poznan attack.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Thomas Rose Presser:
Al-driven historical

e Ambassador
Accused of
interference.

* KRS Plan B
Onyszczuk  discusses
Presidential veto.

e Trump Trade Briefing: Details on the
unilateral 15% global tariff.

Interview: Prosecutor

bypassing  the

KEY STORIES

Olympics Injury: Short track skater
Camila Sellier suffers a serious facial blade

injury requiring surgery.
Poznan Dog Attack: An Amstaff savages a

woman on a staircase; victim requires 25
stitches and a walker.

Human Trafficking Bust: Border Guard

rescues 2,000 foreign workers enslaved by

a Ukrainian-Polish syndicate.

Navalny Poisoning: Independent labs

find epibatidine traces in Alexei Navalny's

remains.

Trump Tariffs: U.S. President raises
import duties to 15% after court defeat.

Hate Crime in Warsaw: A pregnant
Ukrainian woman is attacked with pepper
spray by a taxi driver.

KRS Veto: President Duda vetoes the
judicial reform bill, prompting government
"Plan B".

Russian Heating Crisis: Utility bills triple
in Russia as heating infrastructure fails in
minus-degree weather.

Sabotage Arrest: A Moldovan hacker is
caught halting a fuel train destined for
Ukraine in Putawy.

Albanian Corruption: Protests erupt in
Tirana over Deputy PM corruptio

allegations.

Octenisept Fraud: Counterfeit antiseptics
in Polish pharmacies trigger a nationwide
recall.

Artemis 2 Launch: NASA sets March 6th
for the manned moon mission.

S3 Highway Pileup: A fatal crash
involving five cars and two trucks leaves
one dead on the S3 expressway.
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e Vienna Avalanche: A Polish tourist is
killed by an avalanche in the Austrian
Tyrol.

* U.S. Embassy AI Scandal: Ambassador
Rose uses Al-generated letters to rewrite

Polish-American history.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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