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CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICAN
GOVERNANCE FACES A CRITICAL
JUNCTURE OF INSTITUTIONAL
LEGAL WARFARE, ESCALATING
TRADE PROTECTIONISM, AND
WIDESPREAD CIVIL UNREST UNDER
THE SHADOW OF A US
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting on February 21, 2026, reveals a
region in high friction, characterized by the
Venezuelan government's aggressive
implementation of a mnational amnesty
framework. This legislative push is framed as
a '"reconciliation" effort, yet it appears
strategically timed to consolidate power and
manage domestic dissent following the
alleged "kidnapping" of Nicolds Maduro and
Cilia Flores by US military forces on January
3. Acting President Delcy Rodriguez is
leveraging this amnesty to release thousands
of detainees while maintaining a narrative of
resistance against imperialist aggression. This
domestic maneuver is paired with a
diplomatic pivot toward Colombia to secure
energy and trade integration, suggesting an

attempt to build a regional "anti-imperialist"
bloc.

Simultaneously, Ecuador is facing a profound
governance crisis. Indigenous and peasant
movements are actively organizing a
revocation of mandate for President Daniel
Noboa (variously referred to as Daniel Loboa
in transcripts). This movement is driven by a
combination of severe state repression—
including reports of mutilations and "state
terrorism"—and a worsening economic
environment exacerbated by a 30% tariff on
Colombian imports. The trade tension
between Quito and Bogotd has triggered
supply chain disruptions and significant
inflation, leaving the Noboa administration
increasingly  isolated and reliant on
surveillance and criminalization of social
leaders to maintain order.

On the global stage, a constitutional crisis
in the United States has emerged as a
primary risk factor for the global economy.
The US Supreme Court has invalidated global
tariffs imposed by President Donald Trump,
ruling that he exceeded his executive
authority. Trump’s stated intention to defy or
bypass the court using emergency powers
signals an imminent breakdown in the US
balance of powers, with potential "Black
Swan" economic consequences, including a
massive $175 billion refund liability to
corporations. This instability in the "North" is
being framed by regional actors as proof of a

declining empire resorting to erratic and

illegal economic warfare.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Venezuelan Institutional Reconfiguration

* The Venezuelan Assembly fast-tracked the
Amnesty and Democratic Coexistence Law,
aiming to process over 11,000 cases of
political and related crimes.

* The government is framing the January 3
"kidnapping" of Maduro as an illegal act of
war, using it to unify the domestic
population and justify extraordinary legal
measures.

Diplomatic normalization with Colombia
continues with a focus on energy and
commercial integration despite US-led

sanctions.

Ecuadorian Civil Unrest and Human
Rights Crisis

* Indigenous organizations in Imbabura and

Otavalo report systemic state violence,
including the use of lead pellets and
firearms against protesters.

* A national movement for the revocation of
President Noboa's mandate has gained
significant following the
elimination of fuel subsidies.

momentum

e Trade relations with Colombia have soured

following a 30% import tariff, causing
coffee prices to surge by 300% and
threatening the industrial supply chain.

US Constitutional and Economic Crisis

e The US Supreme Court ruled that Trump’s
global tariffs were unilateral and illegal,

leading to a surge in stock markets and a
wave of corporate lawsuits.

* The Trump administration is threatening to
ignore the ruling, citing Section 122 of the
1974 Trade Act to maintain a 15% tariff for
"balance of payments" reasons.

* Analysts suggest the US faces a record
trade deficit and internal political
fracturing as Republicans begin to turn
against the President’s "dictatorial"
posture.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Reports from Ecuador describe a "war
field" in the north, where the military is
deployed against unarmed indigenous
communities.

* The US "Southern Command" is accused of
conducting lethal maritime strikes in the
Pacific, resulting in at least three deaths
under the guise of "narcoterrorism."

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* In Venezuela, the Article 7 of the Amnesty

Law is a point of contention, as it requires
politicians in exile to '"recognize their
crimes" and face institutions before being
pardoned.

* In Ecuador, the government is accused of
freezing bank accounts of social leaders as
a form of non-lethal repression.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* The rise of "Al-driven political candidates"
like Gaetana in Colombia is identified as a
threat to traditional democratic structures.

e Analysis of "Surveillance Capitalism"
highlights how state and corporate actors
use digital footprints to implement social
control models similar to those in conflict
zZones.
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Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

* The BRICS bloc is framed as the primary
alternative architect to the Western-
dominated global order, providing a safety
net for Venezuela and Cuba.

* The "Monroe Doctrine" is explicitly cited by

commentators as the continuing driver of

US  hostility toward Latin American
sovereignty.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of State Repression

A significant theme is the transition from
overt military violence to "sycophantic" or
technical repression. In Ecuador, this
manifests as judicial harassment and the
intentional use of internet outages to isolate
protest movements. This model, allegedly
imported from Israel, focuses on "wearing
down leadership" through economic and
digital disenfranchisement rather than just
physical force. This suggests a regional trend
toward high-tech authoritarianism that is
more difficult for international human rights
bodies to quantify than traditional kinetic
conflict.

Institutional Rupture in the Global North

The US Supreme Court's ruling against global
tariffs is treated not merely as a legal
decision, but as a symptom of imperial
decline. The transcripts suggest a growing
"North vs. North" conflict, where the US
executive is at war with its own judiciary and
legislature. This internal US volatility is being
used by South American leaders to justify
their own "state of emergency" postures,
arguing that the international system of
rules is being abandoned by its primary

architect, thereby creating a vacuum that
must be filled by regional blocs.

Information Warfare and the "Streisand
Effect"

There is a sophisticated awareness of
information warfare, specifically regarding
the "Streisand Effect." The broadcasts discuss
how attempts to censor sensitive content
(such as the environmental crimes of
Trafigura or the detention of politicians) often
lead to exponential viral exposure. This is
being weaponized by both activists and states
to "shame" opponents on the global digital
stage, signaling that the control of
narratives has become as critical as the
control of physical territory.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Venezuela: Managed Reconciliation

* While the government promotes "zero
hate," it continues to arrest opposition
figures like Juan Pablo Guanipa (referred to
as Juanipa) for "inciting hatred," indicating
the Amnesty Law has strict partisan
boundaries.

* The detention of Maduro has created a
"siege mentality" that is being used to
suppress internal factionalism and rally

public sentiment against a common

external enemy.
Ecuador: Mandate at Risk

* President Noboa's base is eroding as the

indigenous movement (CONAIE and others)

moves from protests to the legal process of
mandate revocation.
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* The detention of the Mayor of Guayaquil,
Aquiles Alvarez, on money laundering and

fuel smuggling charges is framed by the
opposition as a "political persecution" to
distract from the national strike.

United States: Executive Overreach

* There is a nascent rebellion within the
Republican Party, with segments of the
leadership reportedly asking Trump to step
down to avoid a complete constitutional
breakdown.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Defensive Regionalism of the South

Venezuela is positioning itself as the leader of
a continental struggle against
"Washington's illegal military attacks" from
January 3. By hosting international brigades
from over 10 countries, Caracas is attempting
to internationalize its domestic crisis and
frame the US as an anarchic predator. The
Ecuador-Colombia trade war serves as a
counterpoint, illustrating the "chaos" of
neoliberal governance when regional
integration fails due to unilateralism.

Global Antagonism and Protectionism

The international system is portrayed as
fracturing. The US is framed as an
isolationist power wusing "hunger as a
diplomatic tool" in Cuba, while China is
presented as the technological and orderly
alternative. The "outside world" is no longer a
set of unified institutions but a battlefield of
competing models: the '"colonialist" US
model vs. the "sovereign" BRICS-aligned
model.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The regional economic outlook is grim,
defined by  protectionist tariffs and
inflationary shocks. The 30% tariff imposed
by Ecuador on Colombian goods has
triggered a 300% spike in consumer prices for
staples like coffee, while simultaneously
threatening the energy sector, which relies on
10% of its electricity from Colombia. In the
US, the judicial invalidation of tariffs has
created a state of market
uncertainty, as firms wait to see if $175
billion in refunds will be paid or if the
administration will
constitutional impasse by refusing to
comply.

extreme

trigger a new

Key Economic Vectors

e Commodities: Fuel subsidies eliminated in
Ecuador; fuel prices increased 100% in
parts of Bolivia.

* Inflation: Coffee prices in Ecuador rose

from 8 to 28 units following new taxes.

* Trade Deficits: US trade deficit reached
record levels in 2025 despite protectionist
measures.

* Legal Liability: 1,800 corporate lawsuits
pending against the US government for

illegal tariff collection.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The current environment is characterized by
"judicial purges" and leadership under duress.
The Venezuelan leadership is in a state of
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"acting" authority, while the US and Ecuador
utilize the judiciary to sideline rivals.

* Delcy Rodriguez (Venezuela): Operating
as "Presidenta Encargada," she is the

primary driver of the reconciliation
narrative while Maduro remains

"captured."
 Aquiles Alvarez (Ecuador): The Mayor of
Guayaquil and primary rival to Noboa,

detained in an early-morning raid for
organized crime and fuel smuggling.

* Damian Larco (Ecuador): Appointed as
the interim president of the Judiciary
Council in a move widely seen as an
executive power grab.

* Donald Trump (USA): Facing internal
party pressure and judicial rebukes, he

remains entrenched in a "bunker
mentality."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

TeleSUR’s editorial hierarchy for the day is
defined by Defensive Sovereignty. The
"Lead Stories" are consistently about the
Amnesty Law in Venezuela and the illegal US
tariffs. These are framed with a nationalistic
and defiant tone, aimed at reassuring the
domestic audience of the government's
competence. "Buried Stories" include the
actual conditions of Maduro's detention (no
evidence provided) and the Nigerian
banditry, which is relegated to short
updates. Conspicuous Omissions include
any critical perspective on the Venezuelan
Amnesty Law—specifically how it might be
used to force confessions—and any data on
the actual success of the Ecuadorian mandate
revocation process beyond indigenous claims.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcast portrays the world as a
dichotomy between a "decaying, criminal
imperialist North" and a "sovereign, resilient
South."

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Venezuela / Delcy Rodriguez: Framed as
strong and principled, a bastion of

"peace and dialogue" against violent

extremism.

* USA / Donald Trump: Portrayed as inept,
corrupt, and chaotic. Commentators call
him "desquiciado" (deranged) and "against
the world."

* Ecuador / Daniel Noboa: Characterized
as weak and repressive, a leader who has
"turned his back on the peasantry" and lost
his mandate.

* Israel: Consistently framed as a genocidal
aggressor using "hunger as a weapon" in
Gaza and Cuba.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* CONAIE / Indigenous Movement:
Framed as the legitimate voice of the
Ecuadorian people, acting as a shield
against racism.

* Silicon Valley / Meta / Alphabet:
Portrayed as tools of surveillance
capitalism used to "domesticate identities"

n ntrol narrativ

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The transcripts themselves are an active
theater of information warfare. The narrative
seeding of the Maduro "kidnapping" serves
as a foundational myth to justify the Amnesty
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Law as a defensive necessity. Simultaneously,
the focus on the "Streisand Effect" suggests
the network is teaching its audience how to
bypass censorship, even while the state
curtails internet access for opponents. There
is a clear delta between the "peaceful"
framing of the Amnesty Law and the reality of
ongoing arrests of opposition leaders for
"hatred," indicating a "Reconciliation-as-
Compliance" strategy.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Maduro Martyrdom"
Consolidation: If Maduro remains in US
custody, the Rodriguez administration will
likely use the "Amnesty" as a tool to purge
the opposition of anyone who does not
explicitly denounce the US action, creating
a single-party state under the guise of
unity.

* Ecuadorian Collapse: The convergence
of indigenous strikes and the trade war
with Colombia makes a Noboa resignation
or mandate revocation highly likely within
the next 60 days, potentially leading to a
socialist-populist resurgence in Quito.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect mass
releases of low-level political prisoners in
Venezuela to gain international leverage,
alongside escalating protests at the
Rumichaca bridge between Ecuador and
Colombia as transportistas revolt against
tariffs.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US will
likely enter a constitutional deadlock if
Trump refuses to refund tariff revenues,
leading to a liquidity crisis for retail and

manufacturing firms that relied on that
capital.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent
decoupling of South American energy
grids from US-aligned states (like Ecuador)
toward a consolidated Venezuela-Colombia-
Brazil axis, reinforced by BRICS
infrastructure investments.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risk is a regional contagion of
civil unrest triggered by "inflationary trade
wars" and "institutional collapse."

* US Institutional Breakdown: President
Trump ignoring a Supreme Court ruling on
tariffs; Triggers: Executive order
bypassing the court via Section 122;
Likelihood: High; Impact: Catastrophic
(global trade war); Mitigations:
Congressional intervention or Republican

party split forcing a transition.

* Ecuadorian State Failure: Complete loss
of authority by the Noboa administration;
Triggers: Success of the mandate
revocation or a general strike; Likelihood:
Medium-High; Impact: Severe (regional
refugee crisis); Mitigations: Negotiated
early elections.

* Regional Energy Shock: Permanent
cutoff of Colombian electricity to Ecuador;
Triggers: Escalation of the trade war;
Likelihood: High; Impact: Significant
(industrial blackout); Mitigations:
Diplomatic de-escalation via the OAS or
UN.
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* Digital Authoritarianism: Systematic use CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
of Al and data tracking to preemptively SCENARIOS
arrest social leaders; Triggers:
Implementation of the  "Surveillance
Capitalism" model; Likelihood: High;
Impact: Moderate (suppression of dissent);
Mitigations: Use of  VPNs and

* The "Amnesty Trap": Far from being a
peace offering, the Amnesty Law may be a
trap to map the opposition. By requiring
exiles to "pongan a derecho" (recognize

decentralized communication. authority), the state gains a legal roadmap

* Terrorist Blowback: Escalation of to permanently bar them from future office
banditry in Nigeria and terror planning in or seize their remaining domestic assets.
France; Triggers: Economic despair in .

The Trump Deficit Strategy: The trade
"chaos" might be a deliberate stalling
tactic to force a massive renegotiation of
the global trade order before the midterm
elections, using the Supreme Court as a foil

to rally his populist base against "unelected

Sanfara or radicalization in FEurope;
Likelihood: Medium; Impact: Significant
(loss of life); Mitigations: Increased
intelligence sharing.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS elites."
* Black Swan Event: A total failure of the
* The transcripts provide zero proof of the Ecuadorian power grid leading to a
"kidnapping" of Nicolas Maduro, which "civilization-ending" urban collapse in
remains the central pillar of the Venezuelan Quito, prompting a Colombian or Peruvian
narrative. military "humanitarian" intervention to
* There is no mention of the opposition's re th rder.

legal arguments in Ecuador beyond the

government's characterization of them as RECOMMENDATIONS &

"terrorists" or "smugglers." IMPLICATIONS
* The internal mechanics of the US
Supreme Court ruling are not detailed, For Statecraft/Public Sector:
leaving it unclear if it was a unanimous or
partisan decision. * Security: Monitor the "Southern

Command" Pacific operations closely, as
they are being framed as illegal aggression
that could trigger a maritime conflict with
regional allies.

* The long-term efficacy of the "Everproth
P" medication in Cuba is mentioned only by
the state-run developer, with no

independent clinical verification.
* Economic: Prepare for a massive supply

chain shift as the US-Ecuador-Colombia
trade nexus breaks down in favor of a
China-BRICS infrastructure model.

* Diplomatic: Use the Venezuelan Amnesty
Law as a backdoor for dialogue with the
Rodriguez administration, but remain
skeptical of its "reconciliation" claims.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELESUR_20260221_080000

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Divest from Ecuadorian
manufacturing that relies on Colombian
raw materials due to the 30% tariff risk.

* Regulatory Compliance: US-based firms
should prepare for immediate audits and

legal claims following the Supreme Court

tariff invalidation.

* Tech Risk: Implement zero-trust digital
footprints for employees in the Andean
region to mitigate state-led surveillance

and account freezing.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The primary legislative focus is on the
Venezuelan Amnesty Law and the US
Supreme Court's constitutional rebuke of
the executive branch. These events represent
a significant shift in how regional and global
powers are using law as a weapon of
statecraft (Lawfare).

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Ley de Amnistia (Venezuela): A 15-
article bill intended to pardon over 11,000
political and common criminals to restore
"coexistence" following the January 3 crisis.

* Ley de la Cruz Roja (Venezuela): A new

framework to increase autonomy and legal
protection for humanitarian personnel.

e Section 122 of the 1974 Trade Act
(USA): Invoked by Trump to bypass the
Supreme Court and maintain global tariffs

under "emergency" balance of payment
grounds.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Delcy Rodriguez Presser: Detailing the

reconciliation stage of the Venezuelan

government.

* Indigenous Assembly (Ecuador):
Denouncing state terrorism and calling for
the revocation of the Noboa mandate.

KEY STORIES

* Venezuela Amnesty Implementation:
The government fast-tracks a pardon for
thousands to manage the post-Maduro

kidnapping landscape.

* Ecuador State Violence: Indigenous
groups report being shot with 1 11
in Imbabura as they demand a mandate
revocation.

* US Supreme Court Tariff Ruling: The
court invalidates Trump's global tariffs,
creating a constitutional crisis as the
President vows to ignore the ruling.

* Ecuador-Colombia Trade War: A 30%
tariff on Colombian imports causes mass
inflation and energy instability in Ecuador.

* Detention of Aquiles Alvarez: The Mayor
of Guayaquil is arrested on fuel smuggling
charges, which the opposition calls political
persecution.

* Nigeria Banditry Attack: Armed groups
in Sanfara kill 50 people and kidnap an
unknown number of women and children.

* Philippines Natural Disaster: At least
seven dead in landslides in Davao de Oro
and Davao Oriental following heavy rains.

Terror Arrests: Antiterrorist

police detain two 16-year-olds suspected of
planning attacks on a concert hall and mall.

e France

* Cuba Defense Day: President Diaz Canel
supervises military exercises aimed at
preparing for "external aggression."

* The "Streisand Effect" Analysis: A deep
dive into how censorship backfires in the
digital age, citing the Barbara Streisand
case.
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* Al in Politics (Gaetana): The emergence
of Al-generated political candidates in
Colombia as a new democratic threat.

e Brazil Carnival Social Protest: Samba

schools in Sao Paulo use carnival parades

to protest for agrarian reform and against

"agrobusiness."
» Afghanistan Earthquake: A 5.8
magnitude quake shakes Kabul and the

Panshir province; no immediate fatalities
reported.

e Austria Snowstorm: Inordinate snowfall
in Vienna leaves two dead and shuts down
critical infrastructure.

* Sagrada Familia Milestone: The cross is
placed on the central tower, making it the
world's tallest Christian temple at 172.5
meters.

* US Maritime Aggression Claim:
Southern Command accused of murdering
three in the Pacific during an extrajudicial

operation.

e Cuba Medical Innovation: Everproth P

treatment reduces diabetic amputations by
70%, despite US blockade constraints.

Gaza/Lebanon Conflict Update: Reports
of simultaneous Israeli attacks in South
Lebanon and Gaza, with a focus on civil
casualties.

Bolivia Economic Crisis: Protests over

fuel shortages and 100% price hikes in
basic staples.

* WikilLeaks/Elon Musk Spat: Musk’s
attempt to defund Wikipedia leads to a

surge in donations for the site.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on- itol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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