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TRUMP-ERA RESURGENCE RESHAPES GLOBAL GEOPOLITICS WHILE

BALKAN STATES FACE INSTITUTIONAL CRISIS AND CIVIL UNREST

A Visual Narrative of Power Shifts, Elite Accountability, and Systemic Decay - Feb 21, 2026

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Feb 21, 2026: A significant reassertion of American power under Trump parallels institutional decay
across the Balkans. Key events include US executive maneuvering against the judiciary, a high-stakes
Gaza plan, military threats to Iran, and UFO declassification. Globally, Prince Andrew's arrest fuels
anti-elite sentiment. In the Balkans, Serbia faces judicial protests and media siege, Bosnia's )
government collapses after a tragic tram accident, and Croatia’s coalition is fragile. A wave of populist
accountability challenges systemic negligence.
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FUTURE OUTLOOK: Shift towards transactional, independent autocratic models? Increased global volatility and citizen resistance.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global landscape on February 21, 2026, is
defined by a significant reassertion of
American power under the Trump
administration and a parallel wave of
institutional decay across the Balkan region.
In the United States, President Trump is
aggressively wielding executive and
communicative power, feuding with the
judiciary over overturned tariffs and initiating
a high-stakes "peace plan" for Gaza that
bypasses traditional diplomatic channels. This
US posture is increasingly confrontational,
with active military threats directed at Iran
and a public campaign to delegitimize the
Obama-era intelligence establishment through
UFO declassification. The arrest of the UK’s
Prince Andrew on charges of "misuse of public
duty" serves as a global catalyst for anti-elite
sentiment, signaling a shift where even the
highest-tier traditional establishments are no
longer above the law.

Regionally, the Balkans are grappling with
severe internal instability. Serbia is witnessing
a "March for Justice," where judges and
prosecutors are joining citizens to protest
judicial interference and the erosion of the
rule of law. Concurrently, the
government is accused of orchestrating the
systematic downsizing of independent media,
specifically targeting United Media and N1, to
secure a monopoly on information. In Bosnia
and Herzegovina, the fatal tram accident in
Sarajevo has escalated into a full-scale
government crisis, with mass resignations
triggered by systemic
negligence and missing surveillance footage.
Croatia remains in a state of political fragility
as its governing coalition faces competing
ultimatums over ideological symbols and
administrative appointments, further

complicating the state’s functionality.

Serbian

revelations of

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Global Fallout of Prince Andrew’s
Arrest

* Prince Andrew was arrested at his estate
on charges related to misuse of public
office and the alleged sharing of classified
government documents with Jeffrey Epstein

ring diplomatic tri

e The arrest is framed as a ‘'"royal
earthquake," the first such incident since

1647, threatening the monarchy’s stability.

* Public sentiment reflects a deep distrust of
the "house of
expectations of further high-profile falls
from the Epstein circle.

cards" elite, with
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US Domestic and Foreign Policy Pivot

The US Supreme Court struck down
"reciprocal tariffs" ranging from 10% to
34%, prompting President Trump to
threaten the use of emergency economic

powers to impose a 10% global tariff.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio announced
there is no "Plan B" for Gaza, emphasizing
a Trump-led peace committee that has
already secured 7 billion dollars in donor
commitments.

The US has issued military threats against
Iran, stating that a "military strike" will be
used to wipe out their nuclear capabilities
if a deal is not reached.

Serbian Institutional and Media Siege

* Judges,

Bosnian

prosecutors, and lawyers in
Belgrade led a "March for Justice" against
legal reforms they claim establish a period
of autocracy.

The Serbian government is reportedly
implementing a strategy to diminish United
Media's market presence and force

management changes at independent
outlets like N1.

Widespread farmer blockades continue in
central Serbia, with protesters dismissing

government negotiations as deceptive PR
moves.

Government Collapse and

Negligence

The Sarajevo Canton government resigned
following mass protests over a tram
accident that killed a 23-year-old student.

Technological
Journalism

* Investigation revealed the driver lacked a

valid license for three years and was under
the influence of narcotics, while crucial
dashcam footage was "missing" for seven
days.

e Protesters characterize the incident as a

systemic failure of a "mafia-run" state
infrastructure.

Sovereignty and AI in

* Major news organizations like Bloomberg

and the Washington Post are now using Al
"copilots" like Keyborg and Heliograph to

generate reporting in seconds.

* A significant information risk was identified

after Al tools propagated false information

regarding the murder of a Trump aide,
highlighting the "hallucination" dangers of

unregulated data sets.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Ukraine marks the 4th anniversary of the

Russian invasion with a reported 55,000
soldier fatalities and a refusal to concede
territory despite extreme fatigue.

* Germany’s Defense Minister Boris Pistorius

explicitly denied rumors that Berlin is
seeking its own arsenal,
reaffirming reliance on US and French
deterrence.

nuclear

* Iran has warned that US military bases will

become legitimate targets if Washington
acts on its threats of attack.
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Leadership Dynamics & Governance

e Croatian Prime Minister Plenkovi¢ faces

internal pressure from his coalition
partners (DP and HSLS) while on a
iplomatic tri India.

* The appointment of cardiologist Alen Ruzi¢
as Croatia’s Minister of Labor and Social
Welfare has drawn criticism for lack of

* Albanian opposition protesters attacked
Prime Minister Edi Rama’s office with
Molotov cocktails following corruption

allegations.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

e The EU, via Marta Kos, is signaling a
hardening of rhetoric toward Serbia,
demanding the suspension of controversial
laws that impact judicial independence.

* Croatia is introducing a new "digitalized
process" to combat the gray market in
tourism, requiring identification numbers
for every rental unit on global platforms.

Supply Chain Resilience & Logistics

* The Serbian agriculture sector is in crisis
due to "uncontrolled imports" and the
collapse of the milk market, with calls for
anti-dumping measures against Belarusian
milk powder.

* The US Treasury extended the license for
Serbia’s oil industry (NIS) to operate for 30
days to ensure fuel stability while Russian
ownership exit talks continue.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Impunity and the Rise of
Populist Accountability

The arrest of Prince Andrew and the mass
protests in Sarajevo and Belgrade suggest a
burgeoning global trend where citizens no
longer accept "systemic negligence" or "royal
privilege" as a shield from the law. In the UK,
the move is seen as King Charles "paving the
way" for justice without family protection. In
the Balkans, the tram accident and judicial
reforms have become symbols of an
"omnipotent party" culture that citizens are
now actively resisting through marches and
demands for technocratic rather than political
governance.

Transactional Diplomacy and "Peace via
Investment"

The Trump administration is redefining
conflict resolution as a series of financial and
trade maneuvers. The Gaza "Plan A" is
focused on rebuilding through a committee

that treats peace as a 7-billion-dollar project,

while the Indonesia-US trade deal is
contingent on Jakarta adopting US safety and
emission standards. This "America First"
transactionalism is effectively bypassing
international bodies like the UN, which is

instead relegated to calling for investigations
after the fact.

The Information Monopoly War

There is an escalating conflict between state
power and independent media. In Serbia, the
reported strategy to "shrink" United Media is
a clear move to eliminate critical oversight of
the ruling elite. Concurrently, the use of Al in
newsrooms presents a double-edged sword:
while it increases efficiency, it also provides a
new vector for state-sponsored propaganda or

damaging misinformation to be disseminated

at scale before "fact-checking" can occur.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Serbia: The Rule of Law Crisis

Serbia is facing its most significant domestic
challenge to judicial independence in a
decade. The "March for Justice" represents a
rare alignment of the legal elite and the
general public against what is described as a
"mafia-run” judicial system controlled by high
structures. This internal fissure is deepened
by ongoing farmer protests and a government
that responds to criticism with repression
and surveillance rather than reform.

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Institutional
Paralysis

The resignation of the Sarajevo Canton
government indicates a total collapse of public
trust. The failure to maintain basic public
services (trams) and the perceived cover-up
of evidence (dashcam footage) have turned a
local tragedy into a national referendum on
. This instability is
occurring within an "election year," making
the government’s technical mandate highly

suspect.

vernmen m n

Croatia: Coalition Fragility

The Plenkovi¢ government is distracted by
"ultimatums" from the Homeland Movement
(DP) and HSLS regarding the banning of
ideological symbols. This internal bickering is

delaying critical reforms in the labor and
social welfare sectors, leaving the state

vulnerable to administrative gridlock.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The US as an "Unpredictable Hegemon"

The international system is being forced to
adapt to a US administration that ignores
traditional = diplomatic  protocols. @ From

threatening to unilaterally attack Iran to

demanding Indonesia eliminate "non-tariff
barriers" to US products, the US is projecting
power through economic and military
coercion. The framing of the world as a "Wild
West" for high-seas dumping mirrors the
administration's broader view of international
relations.

Balkan States Caught Between EU Norms
and Autocratic Drift

Serbia and BiH are increasingly isolated.
While Serbia seeks EU membership, its
"backsliding" on the rule of law has led to
threats of EU intervention. The Balkans are
portrayed as a "zone of crisis" where external
powers (US, EU, Russia) are competing for
influence while the local states fail to protect

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is characterized by high
trade volatility and significant labor shortages
in critical sectors across the Balkan region.

Key Economic Vectors

» Tariff Volatility: The US Supreme Court’s
overturning of tariffs has created a legal
vacuum, with Trump threatening a 10%

global baseline that could disrupt European
and Asian export markets.

* Medical Migration: Serbia has lost 6,000
doctors in 10 years, and Croatia is short
2,000 specialists, leading to
"catastrophic" waiting lists for routine
surgeries.
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* Agricultural Collapse: In Serbia, "milk in
powder" from Belarus is undercutting local
producers, while 85% of some producers'
income is threatened by unpredictable
price caps.

* Energy Geopolitics: Ukraine’s energy
system required double the electricity to
stabilize in 2026 compared to 2025 due to
sabotage and war.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant personnel shifts reflect the
ongoing reshuffling of power both in state
institutions and traditional elite structures.

* Prince Andrew: Stripped of titles and
arrested; his status has shifted from
protected royal to criminal defendant.

* Alen Ruzi¢: Appointed as Croatia’s new
Minister of Labor, he enters a "hot seat"

without a honeymoon period.

* Sarajevo Canton Government: Mass
resignation of the entire cabinet following

the tram accident protests.
* Brent Sadler: Expected to become the

new Executive Program Director for United
Media/Adria =~ News Network amidst

management turnover.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

N1’s editorial focus is heavily weighted
toward institutional failure and civic
resistance. The lead stories prioritize the
Sarajevo government collapse and the Serbian
judicial protests, framing them as a broader
struggle for national survival. The arrest of
Prince Andrew is given extensive international
coverage, serving as a distraction-reductive
narrative that "no one is safe" in the new

global order. Conspicuous omissions include
detailed coverage of Russian military gains in
Ukraine (focusing instead on troop losses and
the A4th-anniversary sentiment) and the
specific terms of the US-Indonesia trade deal,
which was presented largely through a pro-US
lens. The emotional tone is one of profound
skepticism toward official government
narratives in the Balkans.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s reporting frames a
world where traditional alliances are fraying
and power is being consolidated by populist
leaders.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as an assertive
and unilateral actor. President Trump is
seen as dominant, willing to defy his own
judiciary to enforce his "America First"
agenda. Quote: "The king was essentially
paving the way for the law to take its

course... similarly Trump is revealing
information."

Serbia: Portrayed as a state in decay,
slipping toward autocracy. The government
is framed as corrupt and manipulative.
Quote: "They have decided to hold no

public discussion... to ignor Xper
opinion."

Ukraine: Portrayed as brave but
exhausted. The focus is on the 4-year
struggle and the heavy human toll. Quote:
"Ukrainian military will not retreat... but
55,000 have fallen."
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LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a strong
and disruptive force. He is shown as the
primary driver of global change, from Gaza
to UFO disclosure. Quote: "Trump already
decided on the attack... to force Iran into a
new nuclear deal."

* King Charles: Portrayed as a principled
pragmatist who sacrificed his brother to
save the institution. Quote: "King Charles
removed that title... paving the way for the

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Portrayed as
isolated and pressured. He is
increasingly at odds with neighboring allies
like Hungary and Slovakia over energy
blockades.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* United Media / N1: Portrayed as a
besieged bastion of truth. The framing is
one of defensive struggle against state-led
market encroachment.

* Cepris: Portrayed as a critical judicial
watchdog leading the charge for reform in

Serbia against autocracy.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Censorship through Market Pressure:
The Serbian state is not using direct bans
but rather "market strategies" to shrink

independent media, a more subtle form of

information control.

* Narrative Seeding: Trump is using "UFO
dossiers" to attack Obama’s credibility, a
diversionary tactic that shifts focus away
from his own judicial losses on tariffs.

* Disinformation Risks: Al tools were
identified as multiplying fake news in the
Charlie Kirk murder case, highlighting how
state or non-state actors can weaponize Al-

generated reporting.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Collapse of Balkan EU Integration:
Given the "autocratic drift" in Serbia and
institutional failure in BiH, EU integration
will likely be suspended or indefinitely
delayed in 2026.

e Trump’s "Global Tariff War": Trump will
likely use executive emergency powers
to bypass the Supreme Court, triggering a
worldwide trade war by summer 2026.

Iranian Retaliation: If the US acts on its
"wipe out" nuclear threats, Iran will initiate
asymmetric strikes on US regional assets,

causing a global energy price shock.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an
escalation of Serbian farmer blockades and
potential mass arrests of judicial protesters.
Sarajevo will see the formation of a "technical
government" amidst ongoing street protests.
The Epstein documents will likely see new
leaks naming US political figures.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Trump’s Gaza
"Peace Committee" will attempt to break
ground on infrastructure projects,
bypassing the Palestinian Authority. The EU
will issue a negative "Rule of L.aw" report for
Serbia, potentially freezing pre-accession
funds.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Balkan region
may see a structural pivot away from EU
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norms toward a more transactional, US-
centric or independent autocratic model. The
medical brain drain will result in the total
collapse of rural healthcare in Serbia and
Croatia.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risks identified center on the
intersection of US military aggression and
Balkan institutional breakdown.

* Risk: Regional Conflict in the Middle
East. Triggers: US military strike on
Iranian nuclear facilities threatened by
Trump. Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:
Severe global economic disruption and
refugee crises. Mitigations: Immediate
diplomatic de-escalation via EU or Chinese
mediation.

* Risk: Systematic Information Blackout
in Serbia. Triggers: Finalization of the
"shrink United Media" strategy by state
actors. Likelihood: High. Impact: Loss of
democratic oversight and increased social
polarization. Mitigations: EU sanctions on
Serbian telecommunications sector;
international funding for independent
media.

* Risk: Total Collapse of Balkan
Healthcare. Triggers: Continued migration
of doctors and nurses to Germany/EU.
Likelihood: Guaranteed. Impact: Drastic
increase in mortality rates and civil unrest.
Mitigations: Significant wage hikes and tax
exemptions for medical staff.

* Risk: Global Trade Disruption. Triggers:
Trump imposing 109 lobal tariffs via
executive order. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Inflationary pressure and supply chain
collapse. Mitigations: Bilateral trade
agreements (like the US-Indonesia deal) to
circumvent broad tariffs.

Risk: Bosnian State Failure. Triggers:
Failure to form a new Sarajevo government

Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:

Fragmentation of the state and ethnic
destabilization. Mitigations: International

oversight of the tram safety and dashcam

investigations.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcast fails to detail the Russian
perspective on the 4th anniversary of the
invasion, focusing purely on Ukrainian

resilience and troop counts.

There is a lack of clarity on the precise
charges Prince Andrew faces in the UK vs.
the allegations in the US Epstein
documents.

The Indonesia-US trade deal is presented
as a "win," but the cost to Indonesian
industries for adopting US standards is
not explained.

The "missing" dashcam footage in Sarajevo
is treated as a conspiracy, but the
technical feasibility of deletion or

recovery is not explored.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Scenario: The Prince Andrew Arrest as
a Sovereign Shield. Hypothesizing that
the UK arrest is a tactical move to prevent
his extradition to the US, where he
would face far harsher interrogation under
the Trump administration's aggressive
Epstein probe.
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* Scenario: The Sarajevo Resignations as
a Pre-Planned Purge. The mass
resignations may not be a response to
public anger, but a calculated clearing of
the deck by the ruling elite to install more
loyalist figures before the 2026 elections
under the guise of "accountability" amidst
technical rule.

* Black Swan Event: A massive cyber-
attack on the "Keyline" water management
systems in Switzerland or the digitalized
tourism trackers in Croatia disabling
ritical regional
simultaneously with the US-Iran military
escalation.

infrastr r

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for asymmetric threats
from Iran in the Mediterranean and
Balkans if US strikes are initiated.

* Economic: Balkan nations must pivot to
bilateral deals with the US to avoid the
"global 10%" tariff threatened by Trump.

* Diplomatic: The EU must condition
further Balkan aid on the reversal of
judicial reforms that threaten democratic
standards.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Diversify away from
Serbian agriculture and Belarusian milk

powder due to anti-dumping risks.

* Regulatory Compliance: European
tourism investors must ensure 100% digital
registration in Croatia to avoid real-time

tax penalties.

* Capital Allocation: Reallocate medical
technology capital toward automated
diagnostics to offset the critical shortage

of human medical staff in the region.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this period is dominated by
efforts to consolidate executive power and
tighten digital oversight of key economic
sectors like tourism and media.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Croatia Law on Hospitality/Tourism:
Strategic intent is to eliminate the "black
market" for rentals through mandatory
ligital identification.

* Serbia Judicial Reform Package: Intent
is to restructure the hierarchy of judges
and prosecutors, which critics claim

creates autocracy.

* Russia Internet Disconnect Bill: Signed
by Putin, granting the FSB power to shut
down the internet without public
justification.

* US "Take It Down" Act: Aimed at
criminalizing the sharing of non-consensual
deepfake images.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e Marco Rubio Presser: Reaffirmed there is
"'no Plan B" for Gaza and committed US
support for the Trump peace plan.

* Boris Pistorius Briefing: Clarified

Germany will not pursue nuclear weapons
despite rumors.

* Sarajevo Protest Briefings: Protesters
and student leaders demanding systemic
justice for victims of state negligence.
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KEY STORIES

* The Arrest of Prince Andrew: Former UK
Prince Andrew arrested for "misuse of
public duty" and potentially leaking
documents to Jeffrey Epstein; first such
royal arrest since the 17th century in the
UK.

Sarajevo Government Collapse: Massive
protests following a fatal tram accident
lead to the resignation of the Sarajevo
Canton government and revelations of

unlicensed drivers and drug use.

Trump Tariffs Overturned: The US
Supreme Court strikes down Trump’s
reciprocal tariffs, leading to a 10% global
tariff threat from the White House via
emergency powers.

March for Justice in Belgrade: Judges
and lawyers join citizens in the streets to
protest legal reforms that endanger judicial
independence in Serbia.

US-Iran War Threats:
administration threatens to
Iranian nuclear assets;

bases are now targets.

UFO Disclosure Feud: President Trump
orders the release of UFO dossiers to frame
former President Obama for misconduct

and secrecy.

Ukraine War Anniversary: Zelensky
reports 55,000 troop deaths on the 4th
anniversary of the Russian invasion while

rejecting any territory concession.

Croatian Cabinet Crisis: PM Plenkovi¢
faces coalition ultimatums while in India as
cardiologist Alen Ruzi¢ is confirmed as
Labor Minister.

Trump
"wipe out"
Iran warns US

Al Journalism Evolution: Bloomberg and
WaPo implement AI generated reporting
systems while a "hallucination" error falsely
linked a man to a political murder.

Albanian Molotov Protests:
Demonstrators attack Prime Minister
Rama’s office over corruption allegations.

Balkan Medical Shortage: Critical

shortage of doctors and nurses in Serbia
(6,000 lost) and Croatia (2,000 lost) due to
migration.

NASA Artemis 2 Progress: Successful
fuel testing of the Space Launch System in
Florida for the March mission to the moon.

Indonesia-US Trade Pact: Jakarta agrees
to adopt US vehicle and medical standards

in exchange for tariff exemptions.

Serbia Agriculture Blockades: Farmers
continue road blockades protesting milk
powder imports from Belarus and low
prices.

Product Ban in Croatia: State inspectors
ban "Snifit" aromatic energy powder due to
safety concerns.

Ramazan Restrictions in Gaza: Israel
limits Al-Agsa access to 10,000 people
despite 3 million potential pilgrims.
Bio-Inspired Robotics: MIT and Korean
researchers develop "taurtis" and "robo-
snake" prototypes for search and rescue
missions.

High Seas Treaty: 60 countries agree to
safeguard 30% of global oceans by the year
2030.

Breeze Dating App: New "no-chat" dating
model launched in the Netherlands claims
r hosting.

Energy Sabotage: Reports of "severni tok"
(Nord Stream) sabotage complications

affecting EU-Ukraine energy relations.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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