TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

LRT

FEBRUARY 21, 2026

H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T
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THE GLOBAL CATALYST: TRADE & GEOPOLITICS (

Feb 21, 2026)

10% Global
Tariff Mandate

U.S. Exec vs. Judicial Conflict triggers aggressive 10% global tariff. EU views as
breach of Transatlantic deal & international law. Threat to WTO stability.

5 Major Powers launch
Joint Drone Defense Initiative
for Eastern Flank.
Signals shift to European
Strategic Autonomy & ‘low-cost’
high-tech airspace protection,
independent of U.S. winds.

SOLIDARITY & TECH MOBILIZATION

INTERNAL CRISES:
(Ukraine Support)

HEALTH & SUPPLY CHAIN FAILURE
7\

Radarom!
campaign

Solidarity
Concert
(Vilnius)

HISTORY AS IDENTITY

TAMOXIFEN
SHORTAGE
(4 Months)

Sales Restrictions
& "Parallel Imports”

€1.9M+ Milestone encouraged

“Radarom!” funds high-tech aid
for Ukraine. Cultural heritage &
historical narratives used to
build national stability against
external pressure.

EE

Al IN EDUCATION:
New strict guidelines.
Teacher permission required.;
Fear of “Brain Atrophy”

& critical thinking loss.

Critical oncology drug
shortage forces patients
abroad. Highlights systemic
failures in procurement &
infrastructure risks.

URBAN BIO-INDICATORS:
Bees used to monitor pollution levels.
Tech Sovereignty balances innovation with
privacy & IP protection safeguards.

TRENDS, OUTLOOK & RISKS

KEY TRENDS:
Regionalism over Globalism;
Weaponization of History &

Heritage; Tech & Humanitarian
Mobilization.

FUTURE OUTLOOK:
Risk of Trade War Escalation (EU
Retaliation); Deeper Eurorean
Defense Integration (Digita
Persistent Supply Chain &

MAJOR RISKS:
Transatlantic Trade Collapse;
Medical Infrastructure Failure;

Unregulated Al Cognitive
Decline.

Wall);

Governance Challenges.
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GLOBAL TRADE VOLATILITY AND
STRATEGIC DEFENSE
REALIGNMENT AMID DOMESTIC
RESILIENCE EFFORTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 21, 2026, was defined by a sharp
escalation in global trade tensions following a
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that invalidated
previous tariff prompting an
immediate and aggressive executive response
from the Trump administration. This legal and
economic friction has sent shockwaves
through the European Union, with France
calling for a unified legal challenge while the
U.S. executive branch attempts to bypass
judicial constraints through a new 10% global
tariff mandate. The resulting uncertainty is
forcing European states to reconsider their
economic sovereignty and trade dependencies
in a rapidly fracturing global market.

regimes,

Concurrently, NATO's major European powers
—Poland, the UK, Germany, France, and Italy
—have announced a landmark collaborative
effort to develop and deploy advanced defense
drones for integrated airspace protection.
This move signals a significant shift toward
European strategic autonomy and a

technological pivot in response to the
persistent threat environment in Eastern
Europe. Domestically, Lithuania continues to
serve as a primary hub for Ukrainian support,
with the "Radarom!" campaign surpassing
the one-million-euro milestone, focusing on
high-tech robotic solutions for frontline
defense, reflecting a synthesis of civilian
activism and military necessity.

On the domestic front, critical vulnerabilities
in pharmaceutical supply chains have
surfaced, particularly regarding life-saving
oncology medications like Tamoxifen. The
shortage has forced patients to seek supplies
in neighboring Poland and Latvia,
highlighting systemic failures in national
procurement and regulatory agility.
Meanwhile, the Lithuanian state is navigating
the challenges of technological integration,
establishing strict new guidelines for Al usage
in education to prevent cognitive atrophy
among students while attempting to leverage
the technology for pedagogical efficiency.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S. Executive-Judicial Conflict and Trade
Escalation

e The U.S. Supreme Court declared a
significant portion of the administration's
import duties illegal, triggering an
immediate executive order for a new 10%
global tariff.

European leaders, particularly in France,
are characterizing the move as a breach of
international law and a threat to the
Transatlantic trade agreement signed the
previous summer.

e The administration’s "legal warfare"

approach seeks to utilize alternative

statutes to maintain protectionist economic
policies despite domestic judicial setbacks.
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NATO Strategic Autonomy in Air Defense

* Five major European military powers have
committed to a joint drone defense
initiative to secure NATO's eastern flank.

* The project emphasizes "low-cost" but
technologically sophisticated solutions for

airspace sovereignty, targeting drones
specifically designed for NATO integration.

* This development follows a meeting of
defense ministers in Krakow, signaling a

hardening of European military cooperation
independent of shifting U.S. political winds.

Lithuanian Domestic Health and Supply
Chain Crisis

* A critical shortage of Tamoxifen has
persisted for four months, affecting breast
cancer patients across the nation due to
supply disruptions.

* The Ministry of Health has implemented
temporary restrictions on sales, limiting
patients to one-month supplies while
encouraging "parallel imports."

e Economic experts note a concurrent
demographic shift, with record numbers of
Vilnius residents migrating to surrounding
districts like Trakai, driven by remote work
and housing costs.

Technological Governance and Al

Integration

* Educational authorities have released new
Al guidelines, requiring explicit teacher
permission for student use and forbidding
the input of personal data.

* There is a growing institutional fear of
"brain atrophy" and the loss of critical
thinking skills if AI is misused for writing
assignments.

* Experiments are being conducted to
determine if teachers can reliably

distinguish Al-generated text from human

work, with mixed results.
Mobilization for Ukraine Defense

* The "Radarom!" campaign has raised over
1.9 million euros specifically for military-
grade robots and technological aid for
Ukrainian forces.

* A major solidarity concert in Lukiskiai
Square is scheduled for February 24 to

consolidate support and finalize the
fundraising efforts.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Macroeconomics & Trade

e The U.S. decision to impose unilateral
global tariffs undermines the stability of the
World Trade Organization (WTO)
framework.

* European corporations are demanding

billions in compensation for tariffs

previously collected under now-invalidated
rules.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The EU-US relationship is under extreme

strain as the U.S. Supreme Court and the

Executive branch engage in a power
struggle that affects international treaties.

* Regional diplomacy in the Middle East

remains fraught, with Kurdish
parliamentary  elections and Syrian
ceasefire negotiations hanging in a

precarious balance.



Global Health & Biosecurity

* National drug shortages, specifically for

oncology medications, represent a failure of

critical infrastructure and public safety
standards.

e Lithuania is exploring parallel import
models to bypass traditional supply chain
bottlenecks, though regulatory hurdles
remain.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* The push for AI literacy is tempered by
regulatory safeqguards aimed at protecting

intellectual property and student privacy.
* Urban beekeeping is being utilized as a

technological bio-indicator to monitor
urban pollution levels and environmental

health.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Strategic Resilience through Regionalism

A clear trend is emerging where European
states are shifting from global dependencies
toward regional security and economic
clusters. The NATO drone initiative involving
five key nations is a prime example of this
"Europeanization" of defense. Similarly, the
Lithuanian response to the medication
shortage—seeking within  the
Baltic-Polish axis—suggests a growing
reliance on neighbors rather than global
supply chains that have proven brittle under
pressure.

solutions

The Weaponization of
Heritage

History and

There is a pervasive focus on cultural
preservation as a tool for national stability.
From the detailed analysis of Soviet-era

collectivization in Antanas Terleckas's new
book to the restoration of historical manors,
the state is actively using heritage to build a
resilient national identity. This "identity
warfare" serves as a counterweight to the
external pressures of globalization and the
fragmenting world order.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Supply Chain Failures and Public Health
Risks

* The Tamoxifen shortage has created a
crisis of confidence in the national health
system, with patients effectively acting as
their own international procurement
agents.

* Failed renovation projects in Vilnius have
led to significant public frustration,
especially as construction crews are

blamed for destroying natural habitats like

old oaks to facilitate "modernization."

Institutional
Disruption

Response to Digital

* The education system is struggling to adapt
to AI, with teachers facing an

unprecedented workload in monitoring for

academic dishonesty.

 Elite infighting is hinted at in the Kaunas
funicular controversy, where municipal

neglect of national heritage is pitted
against technical experts demanding state
intervention.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Transatlantic Rifts



The U.S. is increasingly framed as a chaotic
partner, whose internal legal battles have
global economic consequences. The executive
branch's defiance of the Supreme Court is
portrayed as a threat to the predictability
required for international trade. In response,
Lithuania and its European partners are
deepening their strategic maneuverability
by forging defense alliances that are more
resilient to changes in U.S. leadership.

Lithuania as a "Frontline State" of

Support

Lithuania is projecting power not through
military force, but through technological
and humanitarian mobilization. By
becoming a leader in funding robotic solutions
for Ukraine, the nation is carving out a niche
as a critical technological rear-guard for the
broader Western alliance.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is characterized
by heightened regulatory risk and trade
barriers. The re-imposition of U.S. tariffs has
created immediate volatility in markets, with
European companies bracing for another
cycle of retaliatory measures. Locally, the
housing market in Vilnius is seeing a
suburbanization surge as remote work
allows professionals to escape high urban
prices, potentially cooling the city's real
estate bubble.

* U.S. Global Tariffs: A new 10% duty has
been implemented globally, bypassing
previous trade agreements.

* Pharmaceutical Costs: Supply chain

shortages are driving informal parallel
trade across Baltic borders.

* Fundraising Metrics: The "Radarom!"

campaign has successfully monetized
national lidarity, reaching nearly 2
million euros.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership dynamics are dominated by
Donald Trump's confrontation with the
judiciary and the emergence of Antanas
Terleckas as a key intellectual voice in re-
evaluating Soviet history.

* Donald Trump: Facing a significant
political crisis following the Supreme
Court's blow to his trade policy, he is

doubling down on executive authority to
maintain his "America First" agenda.

* Giedrius Zibénas: As the head of Rytas,
he is navigating high expectations in the
basketball final without a clear favorite
status, reflecting shifts in national sports
leadership.

* Antanas Terleckas: His publication on
collectivization signals a generational
shift in how Lithuania processes its

traumatic past, positioning him as a leading
academic influencer.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcast displayed a dual hierarchy:
high-priority = domestic  security/solidarity
(Ukraine support) and a secondary, more
urgent focus on international economic
instability. The U.S. tariff story was treated
with analytical skepticism, framed as a
destabilizing force. Meanwhile, "buried"
stories included the Kurdish election delays
and the long-term environmental impacts of
urban renovation failures. The tone was
nationalistic yet cautious, emphasizing
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resilience while acknowledging systemic
vulnerabilities in health and trade.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The international system is portrayed as a
fracturing multipolar arena where legal
norms are being traded for economic
protectionism.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as chaotic and
unreliable. The Supreme Court is seen as
a counter-force to a "lawless" executive
branch that creates "a real crisis in the
White House."

* France: Framed as the principled
defender of EU interests, calling for a
"unified legal response" against U.S. trade
aggression.

Ukraine: Characterized as resilient and
technologically adaptive, with its survival

linked directly to civilian fundraising efforts

in the Baltics.

e Lithuania: Portrayed as a stable, culture-
centric hub of resistance, managing the
"outside world" through high-tech aid and
heritage preservation.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* NATO: Framed as a proactive security
umbrella that is increasingly self-reliant,
moving toward autonomous defense
solutions.

e US Supreme Court: Portrayed as a
restraining institution that is being
actively bypassed by a "combative"
executive branch via new mandates.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The Trump
administration is seeding the narrative that

the Supreme Court was 'influenced by
foreign interests" to delegitimize the ruling

against tariffs.

Psychological Operations: The
"Radarom!" campaign uses high-visibility
events to maintain a "meta-narrative" of
unity, masking potential fatigue in the long-
term support for Ukraine.

e Disinformation Risks: The education

sector is bracing for Al-driven
disinformation, focusing on students'

inability to distinguish fact from Al-
generated fiction.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Trade War Escalation: If the U.S.
continues to bypass judicial rulings, the EU
will likely implement broad-spectrum
retaliatory tariffs, leading to a full-scale
Transatlantic trade freeze by Q3 2026.

* European Defense Integration: The joint
drone project will likely expand to include
automated border surveillance,
effectively creating a "digital wall" along
the NATO eastern flank within two years.

* Lithuanian Political Shifts: The failure to
secure the pharmaceutical supply chain will
become a major campaign
potentially leading to the resignation of

senior health officials in the coming weeks.

issue,



STRATEGIC FORESIGHT where domestic supply chain failures meet
global trade wars.

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):
* Transatlantic Trade Collapse: Triggered

* Expect immediate diplomatic by U.S. defiance of judicial rulings on
formalizations between EU trade tariffs; Likelihood: High; Impact: Severe;
ministers to challenge the 10% global tariff Mitigations:  Diversification of trade
in the WTO. partners toward Asian and intra-European

* Potential social wunrest in Vilnius if markets to offset U.S. losses.
medical supply chain issues are not * Medical Infrastructure Failure:
addressed via emergency imports. Triggered by  continued  Tamoxifen

shortages and lack of parallel import
agility; Likelihood: Moderate; Impact: High

Deol t of the first NATO-int ted (public health crisis); Mitigations: State-
eployment 0 e nrs -1n. egrate funded emergency drug stockpiles.
drone prototypes to test zones in Poland

and the Baltics. * NATO Airspace Breach: Triggered by
delays in the joint drone defense initiative;

Likelihood: Low; Impact: Catastrophic;
Mitigations: Acceleration of  drone
loyment schedul

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* Major budgetary reallocations in
Lithuania to support "technological
sovereignty" in  both defense and

ional Al tools.
* Domestic Identity Crisis: Triggered by

Long Term (1-5 Years): the erasure of historical heritage in favor of
rapid, poorly planned urban renovation;
* Structural shift toward a decoupled Likelihood: Moderate; Impact: Medium;
Western economy, with Europe and the Mitigations: Legal protection for national
U.S. operating in distinct, often competing heritage sites and funiculars.
trade blocs.
t * Cognitive Decline in Youth: Triggered by
* Regime stability in the Middle East will unregulated Al integration in schools;
depend on the outcome of the Kurdish Likelihood: High; Impact: Long-term
elections and the persistence of U.S. generational damage; Mitigations: Strict
military presence in Syria. enforcement of pedagogical Al guidelines.
RISK ASSESSMENT GAPS & BLIND SPOTS
The current environment presents a volatile « The broadcast fails to address the

matrix of economic and security risks, economic feasibility of the NATO drone

project, specifically the funding sources for

a "low-cost" high-tech solution.



e There is no mention of the political
opposition's stance in the U.S. regarding
the tariff executive order, leaving the
"crisis" one-sidedly framed by the Trump

| mini ion.

* The long-term health impacts of patients
using non-regulated parallel imports for

cancer medication are entirely ignored.

* The real-world cybersecurity
vulnerabilities of urban beekeeping as
bio-indicators (e.g., sensor hacking) were
not discussed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Tariff Gambit as Strategic Stalling:
The administration’s tariff escalation might
not be about economic protectionism, but a
desperate stalling tactic to force a
renegotiation of defense spending by
European allies, rather than a genuine
trade policy inten for long-

* Heritage Restoration as Social Control:
The heavy focus on restoring Soviet-era
"manor life" and funiculars might be an
elite-driven distraction from the
crumbling modern infrastructure and

healthcare systems, using nostalgia to
mask systemic decay.

* Black Swan - The AI Paradox: A rapid,
undetected integration of Al into
government decision-making processes
could lead to a systemic logic error in
national security protocols, resulting in an
unintended military escalation along the
border.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Establish a Baltic-level pharmaceutical
task force to synchronize emergency
imports and stabilize the cancer medication
supply chain.

* Formalize a European legal consortium
to coordinate challenges against U.S.
executive trade orders.

* Accelerate the integration of heritage
status for critical transit infrastructure like
the Kaunas funiculars to secure central

funding.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Hedge: Pivot capital away
from U.S. consumer goods susceptible to
tariffs and toward European defense
technology.

* Regulatory Compliance: Update
corporate Al policies to match national
educational standards, anticipating similar
restrictions in the workforce.

* Real Estate Pivot: Invest in suburban
medical and tech hubs as the Vilnius
exodus
services.

rict-level

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent legislative activity is dominated by
emergency executive orders in the U.S.



and regulatory guidelines in Lithuania
regarding technology and health.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Global Tariff Executive Order (U.S.):
Imposes a 10% duty on all imports to

nter judicial blocks.

o Al Educational Framework
(Lithuania): Establishes protocols for
permitted and prohibited AI use in
schools.

o Pharmaceutical Sale Restrictions
(Lithuania): Limits oncology drug

dispensing to one-month increments.

« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Krakow Defense Ministerial: Summit
resulting in the five-nation NATO drone

pact.

e LRT Forum on Al: Debate on the
psychological risks of digital academic
dishonesty.

KEY STORIES

e U.S. Tariff Crisis: President Trump signed
a new 10% global tariff mandate
immediately following a Supreme Court
ruling that declared previous duties illegal.
This has led to a major crisis in the White
House and sparked protests from France
and the EU, who claim it violates the
Transatlantic agreement from last
summer and international law.

* NATO Drone Defense Pact: Poland, the
UK, Germany, France, and Italy have signed
a deal to develop low-cost defense
drones for NATO airspace protection. The
agreement, finalized in Krakow, aims to
integrate these technologies into a unified

defense system.

* Oncology Drug Shortage: Lithuania is
experiencing a severe, four-month shortage
of Tamoxifen. Patients are being forced to
travel to Poland and Latvia to secure life-
saving medication as the Ministry of Health

imposes strict sales limits to manage the
crisis.

* Radarom! Campaign Milestone: The
national fundraising campaign for Ukraine
has surpassed 1.9 million euros, with
funds dedicated to purchasing defense
robots. A major solidarity concert is

planned in Vilnius to mark the three-year
anniversary of the war.

* AI Education Guidelines: Lithuania has
introduced new rules for AI in schools,
requiring teacher approval for use and
banning students from entering personal
data into AI platforms to prevent data

leaks and academic dishonesty.

» Kaunas Heritage Controversy: Historic
funiculars in Kaunas face neglect; while the
Aleksotas line remains operational with its
Swiss-built 1935 tech, the Zaliakalnis line
has been broken for a year, prompting

debate over municipal Vs, state
bility.

* Lithuanian Diaspora Resilience: Stories
of Lithuanians in Norway and Sweden
highlighted, focusing on the establishment
of folk music ensembles and Lithuanian-
language schools to maintain cultural
identity abroad.

* Soviet Collectivization Research:
Historian Antanas Terleckas released
"Siferio Byla," a deep dive into the
bureaucratic machinery of Soviet
collectivization in Lithuania, exploring how
the regime broke community ties from
within.



* Balkan Strategic Tourism: Travelers
explore Tito's atomic bunker in Bosnia
and the isolated village of Lukomir,
reflecting on the artifacts of the Cold War
and the enduring traditions of mountain
wool-craft.

* Urban Beekeeping as Science: Dr.
Algirdas Samsiejus leads a project in
Kaunas (including rooftop hives on Zalgiris
Arena) using bees as bio-indicators to

measure heavy metal pollution in the city.

* Cambodian Cultural Exchange: Reports
from Battambang on lotus farming and
the traditional use of Prahok (fermented
fish) as a culinary staple and cultural

symbol.

e Eurovision Finalists Set: The final
contestants for Eurovision.lt have been
selected, including the medieval-folk-rock
band Hanzanova, with the final taking
1 in Kaun n Febr 27.

* Olympic Preparation: Ice dancers Meda
Vareko and Modestas Vaiciulis have been
named as the Lithuanian flag bearers for
the upcoming Winter Olympics closing
ceremonies.

* Manor Restoration Projects: Continued
efforts to restore Diktariskiai and
SaldutiSkis manors are framed as
essential to preserving 19th-century

history and national architectural legacy.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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