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UKRAINE SECURES BATTLEFIELD
GAINS AMIDST DOMESTIC POWER
FRICTION AND GLOBAL ECONOMIC
VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 21, 2026, marks a critical juncture
in the fourth year of the full-scale invasion,
characterized by a complex convergence of
battlefield successes, domestic political
fractures, and a destabilizing shift in the
global trade and security architecture. While
the Ukrainian Armed Forces (ZSU) reported
the liberation of 300km of territory and
successfully targeted Russian  military
production 1,000km deep into enemy
territory, the internal stability of the state is
being tested by the public surfacing of long-
standing tensions between the Presidential

ffi nd former Commander-in-Chief Valeri
Zaluzhnyi, now serving as Ambassador to the
UK. These domestic frictions coincide with a
massive Russian strike on Kyiv's energy
infrastructure, leaving over 2,300 buildings
without heat on the Left Bank and triggering
an ‘"energy-monetary"

Hungary and Slovakia regarding Russian oil
transit.

ultimatum from

On the global stage, the United States is
embroiled in a profound constitutional crisis
as the Supreme Court declared illegal the
massive tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration in 2025. Trump’s retaliatory
signing of a new 10% global tariff has
accelerated the fragmentation of global trade
into isolated blocs, a trend exacerbated by
Hungary’s veto of a 90 billion Euro EU credit
for Ukraine. This economic warfare is
mirrored in the information space, where
Russian influence operations continue to
target Polish-Ukrainian relations and utilize
religious institutions in  Bukovyna to
undermine mobilization efforts. The discovery
of a major assassination plot, Operation
Enigma 2.0, spanning Ukraine and Moldova,
further underscores the persistent
asymmetric threat posed by Russian
intelligence services.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Battlefield Evolution and the "Drone
Revolution": The war has transitioned into
an attrition phase dominated by unmanned
systems, with the ZSU utilizing over 3
million FPV  drones annually. The
emergence of "Kill Zones" extending
30-40km deep into the front line has
forced a shift in logistics and tactical
maneuvers, as 60% of all strikes are now
carried out by drones.

* Kyiv Energy Emergency: Russian strikes
on the Darnytska TEC and Brody pumping
station have created a wunprecedented

energy crisis in the capital. Over 1,400
multi- rtmen ildings remain without

heat, necessitating the deployment of EU-
funded generators and the conversion of

schools into heating hubs.
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* Trump’s Global Trade War and US
Legal Crisis: The US Supreme Court's
ruling against Trump's 2025 tariffs has
triggered a domestic political crisis.
Trump's immediate signing of a new 10%
tariff has fueled global economic chaos,
while his "Peace Council" initiative is being
viewed skeptically as a for-profit diplom
theater.

Domestic Power Struggles: Public

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The EU is increasingly taking a lead role in

security as the US shifts focus, with three
formats of support (EU, NATO, Ramstein)
activating to coordinate aid for 2026.

* A proposal by Kaja Kallas for a peace

agreement requiring Russian withdrawal
from Belarus, Georgia, Armenia, and
Moldova is circulating among member

revelations by Valeriy Zaluzhnyi regarding states.

n his h rters and
political pressure during the 2023
counteroffensive have exposed a significant
rift in the elite. This occurs as the state
prepares for potential post-war elections,
creating a volatile domestic political
environment.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure Security

* Hungary and Slovakia are leveraging
Ukraine’s dependence on lectrici
imports to demand the resumption of
Russian o0il transit via the Druzhba
pipeline.

e Ukraine is utilizing Article 276 of the
Association Agreement (Force Majeure) to

justify transit halts following Russian
strikes on the Brody station.

* Counter-Intelligence Success: Ukrainian
and Moldovan authorities dismantled a
Russian-backed agent-combat group under
Operation Enigma 2.0, which targeted
high-profile figures including
representative of the GUR Andriy Yusov
and journalist Dmytro Gordon.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* Ambassador Zaluzhnyi’s unprecedented
public criticism of the President while in an
active diplomatic role signals a breakdown
in the traditional "one voice" policy,
potentially Ukraine's
international standing.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization
weakening

* The ZSU has implemented a corps system
reform to improve command and control
over large front sections, effectively ending
the era of 10km deep Russian
breakthroughs seen in 2024.

* Japan’s Sanae Takaichi secures a
constitutional majority, signaling a shift
toward more assertive regional security
and potential increased support for

« Military production in Russia is being Ukraine.

targeted 1,000km behind lines, with the
Votkinsk  plant (missile = components)
suffering a major strike by Flamingo
cruise missiles.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of the Liberal Order

* The systemic crisis of White House
economic policy, characterized by the
Supreme Court’s rejection of unilateral
tariffs, indicates a move  toward
isolationism and the abandonment of global
trade norms in favor of impulsive
bilateralism.

* The EU’s attempt to bypass the US and
provide ler ntry for Ukraine (the
"reverse accession" plan) reflects a growing
"strategic autonomy" necessitated by US
unpredictability.

The Evolution of Attrition

* War is no longer a maneuver-based conflict
but a technological grind. The reduction of
mechanized assaults and the rise of "meat
storms" replaced by "infiltration tactics"
using small groups defines the new Russian
tactical reality.

* Ukraine is successfully shifting the
battlefield to Russian territory, aiming to
target the "soft underbelly" of Russian
military logistics and production through
long-range autonomous strikes.

Weaponization of Cultural and Religious
Identity

* The persistent influence of the Russian
Orthodox Church (RVC) as a "systemic" tool
for subversion remains a primary internal
threat. Underground schools and illegal
processions in Bukovyna are being used to
"desacralize" the Ukrainian state and
disrupt mobilization.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine is facing a nascent elite crisis. The
public exchange between the Presidential
Office and former military leadership suggests
that the "unity" pact of 2022 is fraying.
Zaluzhnyi’s claim that he had to prepare for
war secretly due to government inaction
creates a dangerous narrative of state
incompetence that Russian propaganda is
actively Simultaneously, the
discovery of corruption involving former
Energy Minister German Halushchenko and
the "Midas Tapes" further erodes public trust
in institutional integrity during a critical war
phase.

exploiting.

In the US, the conservative majority on the
Supreme Court is now a primary check on
the Trump presidency, creating a "lame duck"
dynamic that could lead to even more erratic
foreign policy as Trump seeks external "wins"
(e.g., strikes on Iran) to maintain his domestic
rating. The f Prince Andrew in the UK
and the surfacing of "Epstein files" are being
framed as part of a global "political tsunami"
washing away established elites.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is increasingly
anarchic and transactional. Trump’s "Peace
Council" — essentially a for-profit diplomati
membership ($1B for life membership) —
indicates the total commercialization of US
foreign policy. This has led allies like France
and Germany to consider a '"nuclear
umbrella" independent of the US. Meanwhile,
China is increasingly assertive, with reports
of Xi Jinping warning Trump against arming
Taiwan, signaling a potential shift in the US-
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China-Russia power triangle where the US
appears increasingly reactive.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global markets are reacting with extreme
volatility to the US tariff crisis, though US
stock markets reportedly increased following
the Supreme Court's intervention, suggesting
investor relief at the potential check on
protectionist policy. In Ukraine, the Hryvnia is
under pressure, reaching record lows against
the Euro (51.26 UAH/EUR) before a slight
stabilization at 50.92.

* Currency: Official USD rate at 43.27
UAH; EUR at 50.92 UAH (NBU data).

* Commodities: Oil prices rising due to
Middle East tensions (Netanyahu-Trump

meetin ntext).

* Russian Deficit: Russian budget projected
with a 10% deficit, moving toward a
"GULAG" economic model based on
rationing and total war production.

* EU Funding Crisis: Hungary blocks a 90B
Euro credit line, threatening the backbone
of Ukraine’s 2026 macro-financial stability
(Financial Times report).

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The reporting highlights a series of strategic
maneuvers and forced exits among high-level
military and political figures.

* Valeriy Zaluzhnyi: Transitioned from
Commander-in-Chief to UK Ambassador;
his current status is being framed as
"diplomatic exile" by critics while he builds
a potential political platform (Klyuzhev
analysis).

* Sanae Takaichi: Secured a constitutional
majority in Japan, becoming a key global
ally for Ukraine and a bulwark against
Chinese/Russian expansion.

* German Halushchenko: Former Energy
Minister detained at the border and
currently in a pre-trial detention center
(SIZO) over corruption allegations (Yusov
context).

* Medinsky: Replaced Admiral Kostyukov as
the head of the Russian delegation for the
Geneva talks, signaled by analysts as a
return to stalling
diplomacy.

"non-serious"

* Serhiy Shefir: Former presidential advisor
reported to have left Ukraine for
Switzerland via Poland.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network prioritizes national survival
narratives, focusing heavily on energy
resilience and front-line successes to bolster
public morale. However, a significant amount
of airtime is dedicated to the Zaluzhnyi-
Zelensky rift, suggesting this has become a
dominant domestic concern that can no longer
be ignored. The editorial tone is skeptical of
Trump’s "peace" initiatives, characterizing
them as a "theatre for one actor." Conspicuous
omissions include detailed reporting on the
internal casualties of the ZSU’s recent
counterattack, focusing instead on territorial
gains of 300km.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing depicts a world where old
alliances are under extreme strain, and the
US is viewed as an increasingly unreliable
partner.
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COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as a "Lame
Duck" superpower in the throes of a legal
and political civil war, with its President
viewed as an impulsive businessman rather
than a principled leader.

* Russia: Framed as a pathological

aggressor incapable of genuine peace,
using diplomacy solely as a "conflict
instrument" to stall for time.

* Hungary: Depicted as a Russian proxy
and an "energy blackmailer" sabotaging
European  unity for domestic PR

(Omeychenko interview).

LEADERS

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Characterized as a
"war-time leader" but increasingly
criticized for past failures and facing a
potential political challenge from military
figures.

e Donald Trump: Framed as an "impulse-

riffs and "worships money" over str i
interests.
e Viktor Orban: Described as TIlyTiH'S

"agent" executing orders to destabilize

Ukraine's financial and energy security.
NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Schlumberger: Accused of conducting
"business on blood" by bypassing
sanctions to maintain Russian oil

infrastructure (Yarbolenko interview).

e Russian Orthodox Church (RVC):
Framed as a versive intelligence fron
actively  working against  Ukrainian

mobilization and sovereignty.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

A high-intensity information war is active.
Russia is seeding deepfakes in Poland to
damage relations (Myroslava Kerek incident)
and utilizing Bukovyna-based social media
accounts to frame Ukraine as the "enemy" in
Hungary. Domestically, the "Midas Tapes"
targeting  Halushchenko are likely a
coordinated leak aimed at a judicial purge.
The "Geneva talks" are described as a psy-op
to prevent the West from providing long-range
weapons to Ukraine by creating an illusion of
constructive dialogue.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Post-War Election Inevitability: Despite
the ongoing war, the formation of working
groups for elections and the public
emergence of political challengers suggest
that 2026 will see a significant push for a
government of national unity or early
preparations for a transition.

* US-Iran Escalation: Trump is likely to
trigger a conflict with Iran as a "rally
around the flag" tactic to counter his
domestic legal failures, which would divert
critical US munitions (Patriots) from the
Ukrainian theatre.

* European Defense Decoupling: The
Macron-Merz nuclear umbrella talks
suggest Europe is preparing for a
permanent US withdrawal from NATO,
leading to a massive increase in EU-based
arms production (the "Pure" agreement).
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Severe heating
shortages in Kyiv will likely trigger localized
social unrest or a second wave of internal
migration. We expect more Enigma-style
assassination attempts as Russia seeks to
capitalize on perceived domestic political
friction.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The expiration
of Trump’s 150-day tariff window in July 2026
will lead to a critical diplomatic showdown
at the Ankara Summit. If the US Senate does
not support the tariffs, Trump may face
impeachment or total institutional
paralysis.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The consolidation of
a German-Polish-Ukrainian defense axis will
likely become the new security core of
Europe, potentially making Ukraine the
primary provider of "security services" to the
Baltic states.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Total Grid Failure in Kyiv: Continued
strikes on the Left Bank and the Darnytska
TEC could lead to a permanent blackout.
Triggers: Coordinated drone strike on
mini-boiler plants. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Catastrophic
disaster). Mitigations: Decentralized
autonomous generation (generators from

EU) (323 units received).

Loss of EU Financial Support: Triggers:
Hungary continuing its veto on the 90B
Euro  credit. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High (State default). Mitigations:
Utilizing Article 7 to suspend Hungary's
voting rights (EU discussions).

(humanitarian

* US Military Aid Diversion: Triggers:
Outbreak of war with Iran or a Taiwan
crisis. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
High (militarily). Mitigations: Deepening
"Pure" procurement of European-made US
technology.

* Domestic Elite Fragmentation:
Triggers: Further leaks or public attacks
by Zaluzhnyi or supporters. Likelihood:
High. Impact: High (governance paralysis).
Mitigations: Formation of a Coalition
Government (Western ally advice).

* Hybrid Sabotage of Logistics: Triggers:
Expansion of rail sabotage (Moldovan-led
cell in Poland). Likelihood: High. Impact:
Moderate (supply delays). Mitigations:

Increased counter-intelligence coordination
with Moldova and Poland.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts mention 300km liberated
but fail to provide precise geolocated
data to verify if these are strategic salients
or low-priority buffer zones.

* There is minimal discussion on the long-
term health effects on the 1,500 children
at Lyceum #42 and other hubs facing sub-
zero temperatures internally.

* The corruption investigation into
Halushchenko lacks detail on the actual
recovery of the 200M UAH stolen from
energy defense projects.

* The Ankara Summit agenda is mentioned
but without clear confirmation of whether
Ukraine will be officially invited to join or
just participate.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Lame Duck" Gamble: Trump’s
refusal to honor the Supreme Court ruling
may not be impulsivity but a deliberate
move to trigger a Constitutional
Convention to reshape US governance
into a more authoritarian "Super-
Presidential" model.

Zaluzhnyi as "Deep State" Asset: The
Ambassador’s public critique could be a
coordinated move with Western
intelligence to force a "soft regime
change" in Kyiv to a more militarily-aligned
administration better suited for a 10-year
war.

Black Swan Event: A Chinese-Russian
nuclear demonstration in the Arctic
(Svalbard context mentioned by Clark) that
would freeze all global trade and aid,
forcing Ukraine into a total autarky.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Immediately integrate Rubicon-
style drone operations into all border guard
units to counter Moldovan/Russian hybrid
sabotage cells.

Economic: Utilize the NBU record Euro
rate to maximize the value of incoming EU
macro-financial aid, while preparing an
alternative transit route for non-Russian
oil.

Diplomatic: Create a Joint Security
Guarantees Commission with the UK and
Poland, bypassing the US until the Ankara
Summit clarify’s Trump’s posture.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from US-
originated components due to tariff-driven
inflationary shocks and move to EU "Pure"

suppliers.

* Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for the
EU's 10 priority laws (data protection,
discrimination), as compliance will be the
primary filter for the new Vincia-Nancy
axis of investment.

* Opportunity: 3D printing of custom
prosthetics represents a high-growth sector

for medical-tech firms looking to partner
with Ukrainian rehabilitation centers.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity is focused on aligning
with the EU Acquis and managing post-war
electoral logistics, despite the lack of a
formal ceasefire.

 BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Bill on Data Protection: Aimed at
meeting EU advertising and privacy

directives (Datsiv analysis).

o Registered Partnerships Bill: A key
human rights indicador for EU
accession, currently facing conservative
opposition (Center Zmina report).

o Bill on Post-War Election
Procedures: Specifically addressing

military and refugee voting (Klyuzhev
interview).
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o SES (DSNS) Briefing: Confirmed 8
dead rescuers and detailed the
intentional Russian tactic of targeting
first responders.

o NBU Rate Briefing: Justified the 43
UAH/USD rate as a strategic move to
maximize budget filling from US dollar

aid (Oleg Penzin).

KEY STORIES

Kyiv Energy Siege: Over 1,100 buildings
are without heat due to a strike on the
Darnytska TEC, and an additional 2,300
buildings were affected in a fresh
overnight strike on the Left Bank.

Operation Enigma 2.0 Busted: A cell of
10 agents (7 in Ukraine, 3 in Moldova) was
caught preparing assassinations for $100k

each, targeting Yusov and Gordon.

Trump vs. US Supreme Court: The US

Supreme Court overturned Trump's global
tariffs, prompting him to immediately re-
impose a 10% tariff via executive order,

bypassing Congress.

Zaluzhnyi Breaks Silence: Ambassador

Zaluzhnyi revealed an SBU headquarters

raid during his time as Commander-in-Chief
and criticized the President's strategy.
Bukovyna Church Conflict: Metropolitan
Onufriy mentioned Patriarch Kirill during a
prayer in Bukovyna, sparking a major
public outcry against the RVC's continued
subversive presence.

Hungary's 90B Veto: Viktor Orban
blocked the EU's 90 billion Euro loan to
Ukraine in a direct response to the Druzhba

oil pipeline transit stoppage.

* Japanese

* Vincia-Nancy

* Battle for Myrnohrad: Intense Russian

pressure is reported as they attempt to

create a pincer" movement in the

Pokrovsk-Myrnohrad sector.

300km Liberation Claim: President
Zelensky formally thanked the ZSU for
liberating 300km of territory in a recent
counter-offensive.

Flamingo Missile Strike: Ukrainian
missiles hit the Votkinsk plant in Udmurtia,
causing fires at a facility producing
Kinzhal and Oreshnik components.

Shefir Departure: Serhiy Shefir fled to
Switzerland following the emergence of
corruption tapes.

Election Tsunami: Sanae
Takaichi won a historic constitutional
majority, promising a new era of Japanese
military and economic involvement in the
Indo-Pacific and Ukraine.

Moldovan Rail Sabotage: A 25-year-old
Moldovan was arrested in Pulawy, Poland,

while attempting to derail an oil train
headed to Ukraine.

Heavenly Hundred Anniversary: Ukraine

marked 12 vyears since the Maidan
shootings with tribute ceremonies at

Instytutska Street.

Partnership: A new

medical manufacturing agreement was
signed to 3D print prosthetics for
thousands of Ukrainian veterans.

Navrodskyi Law in Poland: The Polish
President signed a law ending special

status for Ukrainian refugees, moving them

under general foreign protection rules.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
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analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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