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NATIIJNAL SECURITY
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Taiwanese legislators debate
RESTRICTING EXPORT of sensitive chip tech.
Potential U.S.-Taiwan tech alliance fracture.
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Frayed public tempers. Physical
altercations & weapon displays.

HIGH-PROFILE SHOOTING:
BUSINESS OWNER
(65) TARGETED

GANG DEBT/MONEY LAUNDERING
/i

INFRASTRUCTURE FAILURES:
KAOHSIUNG LIGHT RAIL & HIGH-SPEED RAIL

Accidents, delays, public outcry.
Predatory chmg for roadside assistance
(100,000 TWD tow) sparks anger.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

MEDIUM TERM
(1-6 MONTHS):
U.S. tariffs cause
export damage.

SHORT TERM
(1-4 WEEKS):
Heightened social
friction, potential

LONG TERM
(1-5 YEARS):
Possible structural
shift in U.S.-Taiwan
healthcare breakmg Legislative formalization | alliance. Diversification
point. of National Security Law. |  towards Japan/EU.

NATIUNAL LUCK:
MEDIUM LEVEL
Mixed omens for
agriculture & Envemanc& & %
Underlying public anxiety.

DUAL-DECKER
VIRUS CRISIS

6,000 DAILY ER VISITS:
EXTREME STRAIN
Significant delays in critical care.

""Demon-level" Norovirus strains
with high transmission.
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ECONOMIC DECOUPLING
RISK: EXTREME COLLAPSE: HIGH

HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

SHORT DRAMA BOOM:

DIGITAL ECONOMY LIFE-RAFT
227.2 BILLION TWD MARKET. §

Massive VC investment in vertical video.

High-volume, low-cost entertainment.

/ Al MEDICAL
@‘3 PRIVACY
< WARNING

& GPT-integrated tools may
upload patient data to
global servers.

HERBAL MEDICINE RISK:
LEAD POISONING
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SOCIAL DISORDER
ESCALATION: MODERATE

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE  CYBER-MEDICAL PRIVACY
FAILURE: H

BREACH: MODERATE-HIGH

CONVERGENCE: Reactive leadership balancing nationalist defense, fatigued infrastructure, and a volatile global arena. Future uncertain.
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TAIWAN FACES A VOLATILE
CONVERGENCE OF AGGRESSIVE
U.S. TRADE PROTECTIONISM,
DOMESTIC VIOLENT CRIME, AND A
BURGEONING PUBLIC HEALTH
CRISIS DURING THE LUNAR NEW
YEAR PERIOD.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting from February 21, 2026, depicts
a nation grappling with significant external
economic pressures and internal social
instability. The primary geopolitical driver is
the escalation of trade tensions with the
United States following a U.S. Supreme
Court ruling that initially struck down certain
tariff measures as illegal. In a swift counter-
move, the U.S. administration announced a
new 10-15% global tariff on all imports,
specifically targeting Taiwan’s semiconductor
industry under the narrative that the island
"stole" the chip business. This has triggered a
defensive legislative push within Taiwan to
amend the National Security Law to restrict
the export of semiconductor
technologies, signaling a potential fracture in
the U.S.-Taiwan strategic technology alliance.

sensitive

Domestically, the "Spring Festival" holiday has
been marred by a surge in violent crime and
public health alarms. A high-profile shooting
in Taipei’s Daan District involving a 65-year-
old business owner has heightened concerns
over social order, while the emergency
medical system is under extreme strain from a
dual peak of Norovirus and Influenza,
resulting in upwards of 6,000 daily emergency
room visits. These domestic vulnerabilities are
compounded by failures,
including significant transport accidents on
the light rail and high-speed rail networks,
and a growing public outcry over predatory
pricing in the roadside assistance and service
sectors.

infrastructure

Culturally and economically, the transcripts
highlight a pivot toward "short drama"
(vertical video) production as a massive new
growth vector in the digital economy, even as
traditional sectors like agriculture receive
mixed omens from annual "fortune slips." The
convergence of these events suggests a
leadership environment that is increasingly
reactive, attempting to balance nationalist
technological defense with the management
of a fatigued public health infrastructure and
a volatile global trade arena.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S. Trade Escalation and Semiconductor
Sovereignty

* The U.S. administration bypassed a judicial
setback to announce a temporary global
tariff of up to 15% for 150 days, specifically
citing Taiwanese "theft" of the chip
industry.
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» Taiwanese  legislators are debating
amendments to the National Security I.aw
to prevent the forced transfer or output of
key semiconductor technologies to foreign
entities, including the U.S.

* Industry leaders express concern that U.S.
demands for Arizona and Texas factory
builds are hollowing out Taiwan’s domestic
technological "lifeblood."

Domestic
Violence

Insecurity and High-Profile

* An ambush shooting in Taipei's Daan
District targeted a business owner with
four shots to the legs, suspected to be
linked to gang debt and "money
laundering" disputes.

* A spate of road rage incidents in Hualien
and Taipei involving physical altercations
and weapon displays indicates frayed
public tempers during the holiday period.

* Predatory pricing for roadside assistance,

with reports of 100,000 TWD charges for a
10km tow, has sparked regulatory scrutiny.

Public Health Dual-Threat Peak

e Health officials warn of a "double-decker"
virus crisis, with Norovirus and Influenza A/
B overlapping during the Lunar New Year.

* Daily emergency department volume has

surged to 6.000 cases, causing significant
delays in critical care access.

* The infectiousness of new "demon-level"
Norovirus strains is being compared to the
highest historical transmission rates.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

* The framing of the U.S. as both a security
guarantor and an economic predator
creates a paradoxical diplomatic
environment for Taipei.

* U.S. political rhetoric increasingly portrays
Taiwan’s economic success as a direct loss
for American industry, forcing a re-
evaluation of the "Silicon Shield" doctrine.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Japan is actively seeking to decouple its Al
chip supply chain from specific national
dependencies through increased
investment in domestic fabrication.

* Al is being weaponized in the information
sphere, with "short dramas" produced by Al
agents generating massive revenues with
minimal human oversight.

* Concerns are rising regarding the privacy
implications of GPT-integrated medical
diagnostic tools uploading patient data to
global servers.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* The "Short Drama" industry in Zhengzhou
and Taiwan has reached a market scale of
227.2 Dbillion TWD, attracting massive
venture capital despite its "low-brow"
reputation.

e The TSMC ADR remains a volatile
bellwether for national economic health
amid the tariff threats.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Trade Law
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The transcripts reveal a significant shift in
how international trade law is being utilized.
Rather than a stable framework, the U.S.
Section 301, 122, and 232 clauses are
being used as rapid-response political tools.
The U.S. executive branch's willingness to
immediately re-impose global tariffs after a
Supreme Court defeat suggests a breakdown
in domestic consensus on trade governance,
which in turn creates a chaotic external
environment for partners like Taiwan. The
Taiwanese response—seeking to use National
Security Laws to protect industrial secrets—
mirrors this trend of legal warfare.

The Digital Attention Economy as an
Economic Life-Raft

A surprising theme is the explosive growth of
"short dramas"—vertical videos designed for
mobile consumption. This is not just a cultural
trend but a significant economic vector, with
lead actors earning up to 40,000 RMB per
day. Universities in mainland China are
already establishing dedicated departments
for this sector. This suggests a pivot in the
regional service economy toward high-volume,
low-cost  digital
stagnation in traditional sectors.

entertainment to offset

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Taiwan’s internal stability is showing signs of
holiday-related stress. The Daan District
shooting is particularly significant as it
occurred in a high-security urban center,
suggesting that gang-related violence is
becoming more brazen during the holiday.
Furthermore, the "Spring Festival" typically
serves as a period of national unity, but this
year it is punctuated by infrastructure failures
—such as the Kaohsiung Light Rail accident
where passengers were trapped without air

conditioning—leading to public altercations
and open hostility toward service workers.
The "National Luck" fortune slip from
Qingshui Rock, which provided a medium-
level prediction, has fueled a sense of
underlying public anxiety about the year
ahead.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is framed as a
fracturing arena where historical allies are
becoming transactional competitors. The U.S.
is portrayed as increasingly protectionist and
hostile to Taiwan's economic interests,
characterized by the '"stolen business"
rhetoric attributed to the U.S. leadership. In
response, Taiwan is projecting a posture of
"defensive technology sovereignty," signaling
that it may prioritize protecting its intellectual
property over maintaining frictionless trade
with the U.S. Meanwhile, the broadcast
highlights the militarization of public
displays in neighboring regions, such as
North Korea and India, framing the broader
regional environment as one of high-precision
martial readiness.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is defined by the shock
of new U.S. tariffs and the rise of the digital
"fast-food" entertainment industry. Market
sentiment is mixed; while U.S. indices showed
gains, the wunderlying threat to the
semiconductor supply chain creates a long-
term bearish outlook for regional tech
leaders.

* Market Indicators: Dow Jones up 0.47%,
Nasdag up 0.90%, TSMC ADR up 2.5%

market report.
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* Digital Economy: Short drama industry
estimated at 227.2 billion TWD, with over
600 crews active in Hengdian production
boom.

* Service Inflation: Reports of extreme
price gouging in transport and emergency
repair sectors (45,000 TWD for motorcycle

rescue) price gouging.

* Industrial Shifts: Japan announces major

Al chip investment to reduce dependency

on single-source supply chains.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The news cycle features several notable
leadership maneuvers and public-facing
changes during the Lunar New Year.

* President Lai Ching-te is highlighted for
a holiday "PR blitz," including a fitness-
themed appearance with athlete Li Yang to
promote a healthy image  public

appearance.

* Hsieh Lung-chieh is framed as a
persistent political antagonist to the
presidency, maintaining a "love-hate" public
narrative that signals ongoing partisan
friction political theater.

* Japan's Prime Minister (High-Market/
Taka-Ichi Early Seedings) is portrayed as
pivoting toward a major economic policy
shift focused on industrial revitalization
and nuclear restarts.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network prioritizes immediate domestic
threats (health and crime) and nationalistic
economic defense. The "Lead Stories" are
consistently the dual-virus threat and the U.S.
tariff escalation, often framed as existential

threats to the Taiwanese way of life. The
emotional tone is a mix of high-alert anxiety
(regarding trade and disease) and light-
hearted holiday distraction (lottery winners
and travelogues). A "Buried Story" appears to
be the broader context of the regional
security environment; while military parades
in North Korea and India are shown, the
strategic implications for Taiwan's own
defense posture are minimized in favor of
focusing on the economic "Silicon Shield".
Conspicuous omissions include detailed
reporting on the diplomatic fallout with the
U.S. beyond the immediate tariff news,
suggesting a reluctance to portray a full break
in relations.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s coverage suggests a
world where competence is defined by
technological and martial precision, while
stability is increasingly elusive due to
aggressive protectionism.

* United States: Portrayed as a capricious
and protectionist partner. The framing
highlights the U.S. administration's anger
toward the Supreme Court and its
aggressive stance on Taiwan's tech sector,
with quotes like "they stole our chip
business" U.S. rhetoric.

* China (Mainland): Framed as a dynamic
but chaotic economic engine. The focus is
on the "short drama" boom and military
parade precision, yet simultaneously on
"terrible accidents" like the Lake Baikal
tourist disaster tourist accident.

* North Korea/India: Portrayed as
disciplined and martial, with significant
airtime given to the ‘"extraordinary
precision" of their female soldier units

i framing.
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* Japan: Portrayed as principled and
resilient, focusing on their hospitality
(despite the ‘"person under the bed"
incident) and their strategic moves to

rebuild their tech base Japan strategy.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The U.S. ‘"stolen
chips" narrative is being actively countered
by Taiwanese nationalist framing of
"Technology Sovereignty" narrative war.

* Algorithmic Influence: The promotion of
"short dramas" produced by Al suggests a
move toward controlling public sentiment
through high-frequency, low-cognitive-load
content Al content.

Censorship/Omission: The channel
minimizes the potential for a permanent
military rift with the U.S., focusing instead

on the judicial-executive conflict within the
U.S. to explain the tariff volatility.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Semiconductor Deadlock: Taiwan will
likely pass restrictive technology export
laws, leading to a medium-term diplomatic
standoff with the U.S. over the "forced
output" of advanced nodes legislative
forecast.

* Healthcare Fatigue: The dual-virus peak
will likely lead to a temporary labor
shortage in the service sector as the 6,000
daily cases deplete the healthy workforce.

e The Short-Drama Pivot: Traditional
television networks may start acquiring
short-drama studios as the market value of
the vertical video sector begins to eclipse
traditional broadcast revenue.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
social friction as the holiday ends, potentially
manifesting in more road rage and service
sector disputes. The public health system will
reach its breaking point if the dual-virus peak
does not subside by the end of the month.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): New U.S.
tariffs will likely be challenged again in court,
but the 150-day window provides enough time
for significant damage to Taiwanese
electronics exports. Legislative formalization
of the National Security Law amendments will
likely occur by mid-year.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in
the U.S.-Taiwan alliance is possible, with
Taiwan increasingly looking toward Japan or
the EU to diversify its technology partnerships
as the U.S. continues its "industrial reshoring"
at all costs.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risks center on the interplay
between international trade aggression and
domestic health and security vulnerabilities.

* Economic Decoupling Risk: U.S. tariffs
and Taiwanese export controls lead to a
breakdown in  semiconductor trade.
Triggers: Formal passage of Taiwan's tech-
export ban. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Extreme. Mitigation: Negotiating
a "High-Tech Trade Corridor" exemption.

* Healthcare System Collapse:
Overwhelmed ERs fail to treat non-viral
emergencies. Triggers: A third viral strain
entering the population. Likelihood: Low-
Moderate. Impact: High. Mitigation:
Temporary field hospitals for Norovirus
cases.
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* Social Disorder Escalation: High-profile
shootings and road rage undermine trust in
police. Triggers: A second gang-related
urban shooting. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Moderate. Mitigation: Increased
urban patrol visibility post-holiday.

* Critical Infrastructure Failure:
Transport accidents during holiday peaks
cause mass casualties. Triggers: Technical
failure on the High-Speed Rail network.
Likelihood: Low. Impact: High.
Mitigation: Mandatory emergency
maintenance audits.

* Cyber-Medical Privacy Breach: AI
medical tools leak citizen data to foreign
actors. Triggers: A major data breach at a
GPT-integrated clinic. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Moderate-High.
Mitigation: Localization requirements for
medical Al servers.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not provide a clear

source for the "100,000 TWD price
gouging" claim, which may be a viral
outlier rather than a systemic trend
anecdotal risk.

* There is a lack of data on the actual
effectiveness of "citrus juice" for heart

disease, which is presented with
insufficient medical skepticism health
misinformation.

* The exact nature of the "lead poisoning" in
herbal medicine cases is not specified (e.g.,
brand or region of origin), creating
unnecessary panic for all herbal medicine

users incomplete health data.

* The reporting on U.S. Supreme Court
actions lacks legal detail, failing to explain
why the tariffs were initially ruled illegal

legal context gap.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Tariff-as-Negotiation-Tactic: The
U.S. tariff announcement may not be an
economic end-goal but a "stalling tactic" to
force Taiwan into sharing more R&D
secrets before the U.S. election cycle

* Internal Institutional Decay: The focus
on lottery winners and "short dramas"
might be a state-supported distraction to
mask a significant loss of government
mandate regarding public safety and health
distraction narrative.

* Black Swan: A mass food-poisoning event
linked to a popular "Spring Festival"
seafood buffet could trigger a systemic
collapse of the tourism sector alongside the
Norovirus peak seafood risk.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the creation of a "Technology
Defense Council" to which
semiconductor nodes are essential to

national security security imperative.
* Implement surge capacity for emergency

medical services to handle the overlapping
viral peaks.

evaluate

» Strengthen diplomatic back-channels with
the U.S. judicial branch to monitor legal
challenges to trade protectionism.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors should consider the "Short
Drama" sector as a high-growth, albeit
high-risk, alternative to traditional media

investment opportunity.
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e Semiconductor firms must prepare for
"compliance-heavy" export environments,
increasing legal departments for National
Security Law adherence.

* Logistics and transport companies must
review pricing policies to avoid regulatory
backlash and public boycotts following

price gouging reports regulatory risk.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is dominated by reactive
measures to U.S. trade policy and domestic
security concerns. The Section 122/232/301
discussions in the U.S. are driving a reciprocal
legislative cycle in Taipei.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: National
Security Law (Amendments): Proposing

restrictions on the transfer of
semiconductor IP and human talent to
foreign competitors to prevent

"technological hollowing." Section 122
(U.S. Trade Act): Discussed in the context
of U.S. executive power to bypass court
rulings for national security tariffs
* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Cai
Quan (Taiwan Lottery) Annual Briefing:
Announcement of six "Lucky Stores" and
winners to boost holiday consumption.
Ministry of Health Viral Briefing: Press
event warning of the "Dual Peak" infection
risk and recommending masks/hand

hygiene health presser.

KEY STORIES

* US. Global Tariff Re-imposition:
Following a SCOTUS defeat, the U.S.
administration imposes a 10-15% tariff for
150 days on all imports, specifically

targeting Taiwan's chips tariff story.

* Daan District Shooting: A 65-year-old
business owner shot four times in an
ambush in Taipei; suspect fled on foot

shooting summary.

* Dual Virus Peak: Norovirus and Influenza
overlap leads to 6,000 daily ER visits and a
healthcare capacity crisis health story.

* Kaohsiung Light Rail Standoff: An
accident involving a teenager leads to a 36-
minute delay where passengers were
trapped without air conditioning, causing
significant public anger rail accident.

* Short Drama Boom: The rise of vertical
video dramas in Zhengzhou and Taiwan
creates a multibillion TWD industry media

story.

* Qingshui Rock Fortune Slip: Annual
"National Luck" slip predicts high success
for agriculture but medium outlook for

governance fortune story.

* Roadside Price Gouging: A motorist in
Tainan was charged 100,000 TWD for a
10km tow after a holiday breakdown

gouging story.

* Icelandic Glacial Tourism: Coverage of
Iceland's glaciers and the unique "Blue Ice
Caves" as a premier travel destination
travel story.

Military Parade Precision: Analysis of
female soldier units in North Korea, India,
and Pakistan, highlighting their training
and uniformity military story.

* AI Medical Privacy Warning: Experts
warn that GPT-integrated medical tools may
upload sensitive data to foreign servers,
violating patient privacy Al privacy story.

* Lake Baikal Tourist Disaster: A tourist
bus in Siberia fell into an 18-meter deep ice
crevice; only one survivor accident
summary.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260221_193000

* Japan AI Chip Investment: The Japanese
expanded
investment in domestic AI chip fabrication

to secure supply chains Japan tech story.

* Herbal Medicine Lead Poisoning: A man
in Taiwan suffers nerve damage after using
herbal medicine to treat throat pain for
years, discovering lead contamination
herbal risk story.

* Taipei Station Uber Pricing: Reports of a
73 TWD price difference for Uber rides to
the same station based on EAST/WEST gate
entry points pricing story.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

ia- - -bri . You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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