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THE 15 BILLION USD
U.S. ENERGY MANDATE
Mandatory directive for Pertamina to
procure 15bn USD in fuel/energy from U.S.
“Switching” volumes to balance trade
surplus. Transparent tenders to ensure
competitiveness.

RECIPROCAL TRADE
LIBERALIZATION & “BOARD OF TRADE"
0% tariffs on 1,819 Indonesian
commodities. New Council of Trade
for dispute mediation. Projected
benefits for 4 million workers,
especially in textiles.

1,819 PRODUCTS
(0% TARIFF)

INDONESIAN MILITARY
INTERVENTION IN GAZA
TNI troop deployment (advance team
+1-2 month window) to support
U.S.-backed Board of Peace. Aiming for
technocratic Palestinian government;
high-risk diplomacy.

MIDDLE EAST
FLASHPOINT:
Active peacekeeping
role via Board of Peace.
Departing from
traditional rhetorical
support, projecting
power in Muslim
world (D-8).

U.S.-CHINA
BALANCING ACT:
“Free and Active” Rhetoric,
but deepens nuclear/defense
cooperation with U.S.
Framing U.S. as “partner
for the golden age”.
NORTH KOREA
(Kim Jong Un):
600mm Nuclear Rockets 2
= Destabilizing Threat

INTERNAL DYNAMICS & ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

DOMESTIC POLICY & STABILITY | o ECONOMIC VECTORS & REFORMS

MAKAN BERGIZI GI;ATIS (IMB?f): Flagshhip i FREEPORT INDONESIA: Share increased to 63%.

program, securitized social welfare witl 5

Polfilifvoliemant K ENERGY TRANSITION: Mandatory ethanol blend.
ll-ll“ CAPITAL MARKETS: 0JK enforcing 15% free float.

[E)V CORRUPTION: Ongoing crackdowns in SOEs and mining.

Fractures &
Clashes

Religious narratives (zakat, halal economy) used
for social stability.

FUTURE OUTLOOK & RISKS
STRATEGIC FORESIGHT (Timeline) RISK ASSESSMENT (Warning Icons)

=Ce—mCe————wp | A A A

SHORT TERM: MEDIUM TERM: LONG TERM: MIDDLE EAST SUPPLY CHAIN REGIONAL
Gaza advance team, 0% tariff Structural trade shift ENTRAPMENT: SHOCK: DISCONTENT:
first U.S. shale implementation,  via ethanol, success of High impact, Logistics bottlenecks  Strain on ASEAN

tenders. 0JK delisting threats. Gaza Board of Peace. medium likelihood. for U.S. energy. relations.

The trajectory suggests a world shifting toward transactional bilateralism where Indonesia
positions itself as a rising, stable power under the “Prabowo-Trump” alliance.
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INDONESIA STRATEGIC PIVOT
TOWARD WASHINGTON DEFINED BY
15 BILLION DOLLAR ENERGY
MANDATE AND RECIPROCAL TRADE
LIBERALIZATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcast cycle of February 20, 2026,
centers on a transformative realignment of
Indonesian foreign and economic policy,
specifically a dramatic strategic pivot toward
the United States under the administration of
President Prabowo Subianto. This shift is
codified by two landmark agreements with
U.S. President Donald Trump: a reciprocal
trade agreement that eliminates tariffs on
1,819 Indonesian products and a massive 15
billion USD mandate for Pertamina to shift
fuel imports from traditional Middle Eastern
and Southeast Asian sources to the United
States. This "Toward a New Golden Age"
alliance positions Indonesia as a singular
partner in the Trump administration's global
architecture, highlighted by Prabowo being
the only head of state to secure a bilateral

meeting during a recent 15-nation summit.

Simultaneously, Indonesia is asserting a high-
risk leadership role in Middle Eastern

diplomacy through the Board of Peace
(BoP) or Dewan Perdamaian. While domestic
rhetoric emphasizes a two-state solution and
humanitarian aid, the administration is
preparing a TNI troop deployment to Gaza
within two months to support a peace plan
brokered by the U.S., Qatar, and Egypt. This
diplomatic maneuvering occurs against a
backdrop of domestic focus on the "Makan
Bergizi Gratis" (Free Nutritious Meals)
program, which the state is framing as a
productivity and education catalyst designed
to ensure the success of the "Indonesia Emas
2045" vision.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The 15 Billion USD U.S. Energy Mandate

* President Prabowo has issued a mandatory
directive to Pertamina to procure 15 billion
USD in fuel and energy commodities from
the U.S., intentionally "switching" volumes
away from Middle Eastern and Southeast
Asian suppliers.

* The shift is described as a strategy to
balance the trade surplus with the U.S. and

ensure long-term energy security through a
reciprocal relationship.

* Pertamina's CEO confirmed that these
imports will be handled via transparent
tender mechanisms rather than direct
appointments to
competitiveness.

ensure economic

Reciprocal Trade Liberalization and the
"Board of Trade"

* Indonesia and the U.S. have signed a
reciprocal trade deal reducing tariffs from
19% to 0% for over 1,800 commodities,
including palm oil, coffee, and textiles.
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* A newly formed Council of Trade will
serve as a mediator for trade disputes,
signaling a move toward a more formal
bilateral regulatory framework.

* The agreement specifically targets the

textile and garment sector, with officials
projecting benefits for 4 million workers
and 20 million citizens indirectly.

Indonesian Military Intervention in Gaza

e President Prabowo announced the

deployment of TNI troops to Gaza,

scheduled for a 1-to-2-month window,
preceded by an "advance team."

The deployment is part of the U.S.-backed
Board of Peace, which aims to establish a

technocratic government in Gaza led by

Palestinians.

* Indonesian officials are positioning this as a

"lasting peace" initiative while
acknowledging Hamas's skepticism

regarding the exclusion of Palestinian
representatives from initial talks.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has
unveiled 50 units of new 600mm nuclear-
capable multiple rocket launcher systems,
significantly escalating regional tensions.

* In Yemen, STC rebels clashed with military
forces outside the Al-Mashriq Presidential
Palace in Aden, highlighting persistent
fractures in Southern Yemen's security.

Energy & Critical Minerals

* Indonesia has secured a deal to increase its
share in Freeport Indonesia to 63%, up
from 51%, as part of a negotiated extension
of mining operations.

e The government is moving toward a
mandatory ethanol blend for gasoline to
reduce reliance on fossil fuel imports and
foster a domestic biofuel industry.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* A major collision between an Airport
Express train and a trailer truck at the Batu

Ceper station crossing in Tangerang caused
significant damage and disrupted KRL
services on the Duri-Tangerang line.

* Emergency bridge construction is being

prioritized in Aceh Tengah following

natural disasters, with the BNPB and local
reporters monitoring progress.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The OJK and Indonesia Stock Exchange

(BEI) are implementing special notations
for 267 emittents that fail to meet the 15%
minimum free float requirement.

* The KPK has extended travel bans for
former Religious Affairs Minister Yaqut
Cholil Qoumas in connection with a Hajj
quota corruption investigation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Prabowo's "Golden Age" Diplomacy:
Strategic Bilateralism The recurring theme
of the day is the personal and political
chemistry between Prabowo and Trump. By
positioning himself as the primary bilateral
partner for the U.S. President, Prabowo is
effectively bypassing traditional multilateral
forums (like the UN or ASEAN) in favor of a
"Board of Trade" and "Board of Peace"
architecture. @ This trend suggests a
transactional foreign policy where Indonesia
trades energy procurement (the 15bn USD

fuel deal) for massive tariff concessions and a
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seat at the table for Middle Eastern security.
The framing of this as a "Toward a New
Golden Age" suggests a nationalist narrative
aimed at domestic audiences, portraying

Indonesia as a global influencer rather than a

passive observer.

Religious Welfare as a Social Stabilizer As
Ramadan 1447H approaches, the state is
heavily leveraging religious narratives to
support its socio-economic goals. This is
visible in the emphasis on zakat fitrah's
impact on domestic consumption and the
integration of the Free Nutritious Meals
(MBG) program with religious values of
charity and community. The broadcast uses
Friday sermons to promote "spiritual and
physical balance," effectively using the
mosque network as a communications channel
for government productivity mandates. This
suggests a deepening of the "halal economy"
as a pillar of national resilience.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The MBG Program and Institutional
Coordination The "Makan Bergizi Gratis"
program is the administration's flagship
domestic policy, but reports reveal a complex
coordination effort involving the TNI, Polri,
and health ministries. While the program is
credited with eliminating school absenteeism
(reducing it from 30% to 0% in pilot areas),
the reliance on the police (Polri) to build
33,000 Service Units (SPPG) indicates a high
degree of securitization of social welfare. This
suggests the government is using security
forces to compensate for weak civilian
administrative capacity.

Corruption and Institutional Decay The
state continues to battle systemic corruption
in the extractive and religious sectors. The

arrest of former PT Semen Baturaja
executives for a 74 billion IDR distribution
fraud and the ongoing investigation into PT
Ratu Samban Mining (involving Australian

consultants and a 1.3 trillion IDR loss) show
persistent leaks in the economy. Furthermore,
the KPK travel bans for high-level officials like
Yaqut Cholil Qoumas suggest that elite
infighting or "cleansing" of the previous
administration's figures is ongoing.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S.-China Balancing Act: The "Free
and Active" Rhetoric Despite the clear tilt
toward Washington, Indonesian officials
continue to invoke the politik bebas aktif
(free and active) principle. This is particularly
evident in the South China Sea context, where
Indonesia claims to remain neutral while
simultaneously deepening nuclear and
defense cooperation with the U.S. The
framing of the U.S. as a "partner for the
golden age" suggests a shift from non-
alignment to a '"strategic alignment" that
Indonesian leaders are trying to dress in
traditional diplomatic language to avoid
antagonizing Beijing.

The Middle East Flashpoint Indonesia's
entry into the Gaza peace process through the
Board of Peace is a significant departure
from its traditional role as a rhetorical
supporter of Palestine. By committing TNI
troops, Jakarta is moving into the realm of
active peacekeeping/intervention. This
posture frames the "outside world" as a zone
where Indonesia must project military and
diplomatic power to secure its standing as a
leader of the eight-nation Muslim group
(presumably a D-8 or similar subset)
supporting the U.S.-led plan.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by trade
liberalization and energy procurement shifts.
The reciprocal agreement aims to reverse
trade imbalances with the U.S. while boosting
Indonesia's labor-intensive sectors.

Key Economic Vectors:

e Trade Liberalization: 0% tariffs on 1,819

products, including textiles and apparel,

which is expected to directly impact 4
million workers.

Energy Procurement: A 15 billion USD
mandate for U.S. fuel imports to rebalance
the trade ledger.

* Mining Divestment: Indonesia to increase

its share in Freeport to 63%, ensuring
greater state revenue from copper and
gold.

* Capital Markets: OJK intervention
regarding 15% free float requirements for

267 public companies.

* Consumer Sentiment: Ramadan-driven
demand is expected to spike, with prices
for staples like kolang-kaling remaining
stable at 20,000 IDR/kg despite high
demand.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic appointments and legal actions
suggest a focus on integrity and
professionalizing state-owned enterprises
(SOESs) and regulatory bodies.

e Simon Aloisius Mantiri (Pertamina
CEO): Charged with executing the 15bn
USD U.S. import  mandate while

maintaining transparency through open
bidding.

* Frederica Widyasari Dewi (OJK
Commissioner): Leading the push for

capital market reform through the new
Integrity Task Force.

* Yaqut Cholil Qoumas (Former
Minister): Remains in a state of legal
limbo with extended travel bans, indicating
his faction's loss of influence.

* MJ] and DP (Former Semen Baturaja
Directors): Formally detained for 20 days

pending corruption investigations,
signaling a crackdown on SOE
mismanagement.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The Lead Story of the day is unquestionably
the U.S.-Indonesia trade and energy pivot.
It was given "Breaking News" status multiple
times and presented as a national triumph.
The Board of Peace in Gaza followed as a
major secondary theme, framed through the
lens of Indonesian global leadership. Buried
Stories include the Yemen unrest and the
North Korean nuclear unveiling, which were
presented as brief global context pieces
without deep analysis of their threat to
Indonesia. Conspicuous Omissions include
any detailed discussion of the environmental
impact of the Freeport mining extension or
the potential for U.S. shale oil reliance to
conflict with Indonesia's long-term climate
commitments. The overall tone is
nationalistic and optimistic, focused
heavily on the benefits of the "Prabowo-
Trump" alliance.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The transcripts portray a world shifting
toward
Indonesia is a rising, stable power.

transactional bilateralism where
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COUNTRIES and LEADERS

United States (President Trump):
Framed as a strong and indispensable
partner. Trump is portrayed as a leader
who values Prabowo's personal diplomacy
over others.

North Korea (Kim Jong Un):
Characterized as hostile and threatening,
with his nuclear displays acting as a
destabilizing force in the "outside world."

Palestine/Gaza: Portrayed as a victim of
conflict needing technocratic guidance. The
local population is framed as "distrustful"
of the current peace framework due to
exclusion.

Israel: Framed as aggressive, with specific
focus on settler violence and "ignoring"
ceasefire terms.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Hamas: Portrayed as keptical n
resistant to the U.S.-led peace board,
insisting on addressing '"root causes"
before disarmament.

* Pertamina: Framed as a patriotic executor

of national policy, balancing the need for
imports with the goal of domestic energy
"independence."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The government is actively shaping a "Golden
Age" meta-narrative. Instances of narrative
seeding include:

* The "Bilateral Exclusivity" Claim:

Repeatedly stating Prabowo was the only
head of state to get a bilateral meeting with
Trump serves to build a domestic aura of
prestige.

* MBG Program Success: Using specific
data points (100% attendance) from small
pilot areas to frame the entire 33,000-unit
project as an inevitable success.

* The Gaza Deployment: Framing a
military  intervention as a purely
humanitarian and "technocratic" mission to
mitigate public concerns about the risk to
TNI personnel.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Hypotheses:

* The 15bn USD fuel deal is a pre-emptive
move to avoid potential U.S. tariffs on
Indonesian  exports under a more
protectionist Trump administration.

* Indonesia's TNI deployment to Gaza will
likely face asymmetric threats from
Hamas or Israeli hardliners, potentially
leading to a domestic backlash if casualties
OCCUr.

* The Freeport extension to 63% state
ownership will be used as the funding
vehicle for the Makan Bergizi Gratis
program.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect the
advance team for Gaza to depart, while
Pertamina begins the first tenders for U.S.
shale oil imports. Domestic Ramadan markets
will see high-intensity government monitoring
for price gouging.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The formal 0%

tariff implementation will begin to show in
export data, particularly in textiles. The OJK

will likely move from "notations" to delisting
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threats for companies failing the free float
test.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the

ethanol

mandate succeeds, Indonesia's trade balance
will structurally shift. The success or failure of
the "Board of Peace" in Gaza will determine if
Indonesia becomes a permanent fixture in
Middle Eastern security architecture.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current trajectory introduces significant
geopolitical and operational risks.

Middle East Entrapment: The TNI
deployment to Gaza could draw Indonesia
into an intractable urban conflict.
Triggers: TNI casualties or failure of the
ceasefire. Likelihood: Medium. Impact:
High (domestic unrest, diplomatic crisis).
Mitigations: Limited mandate, clear exit
strategy.

Supply Chain Shock: Rapidly switching
15bn USD in energy imports from regional
to U.S. sources could create logistics
bottlenecks. Triggers: Tanker shortages
or U.S. production drops. Likelihood: Low-
Medium. Impact: High (domestic fuel
shortages). Mitigations: Diversified U.S.
port offtakes, phased transition.

Regional Discontent: Shifting imports
away from Southeast Asian neighbors may
strain ~ ASEAN relations. Triggers:
Retaliatory trade measures by Malaysia or
Singapore. Likelihood: Medium. Impact:

Medium (ASEAN fragmentation).
Mitigations: Diplomatic "reassurance"
missions, non-energy trade deals with

ASEAN.

* Cyber/Financial

Scam  Risks: The

repatriation of 4,254 WNI from Cambodia
highlights a persistent vulnerability to
international human trafficking syndicates.
Triggers: New scam compounds opening
in neighboring regions. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Medium. Mitigations: Enhanced

labor monitoring, digital literacy
campaigns.
Corruption Blowback: The 1.3 trillion

IDR loss in Bengkulu mining projects shows
that foreign "consultants" can facilitate
massive fraud. Triggers: New audits of
foreign-linked mining
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Medium.
Mitigations: Stricter vetting of
international mining consultants.

concessions.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e The broadcast fails to address China's

likely reaction to the U.S. energy pivot,
which directly displaces Chinese-aligned
regional energy flows.

There is no mention of the logistical cost
increase associated with shipping oil from
the U.S. Gulf Coast versus neighboring
Singapore or the Middle East.

The "technocratic government" in Gaza is
presented as a solution, but the transcripts
provide no detail on who would lead it
or how it would achieve legitimacy among
locals who feel excluded.

The North Korean nuclear threat is
reported as a fact but not integrated into
how Indonesia's defense posture might
change as a result.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Energy Leverage" Counter-
Hypothesis: Far from a strategic pivot, the
15bn USD fuel deal is actually a hostage
situation where Indonesia is being forced to
buy U.S. energy to maintain its market access
for textiles and palm oil. In this view, the
"Golden Age" is a branding exercise for a
lopsided trade agreement that benefits U.S.
producers more than Indonesian consumers.

The "Gaza as Distraction” Scenario: The
highly publicized TNI deployment is a
calculated distraction from the "Makan
Bergizi Gratis" program's massive budget
footprint and the OJK's potential
destabilization of mid-cap stocks. By wrapping
the administration in the flag of Palestinian
peace, it buys time for domestic economic
reforms that are currently meeting resistance.

Black Swan Event: A U.S.-Iran conflict
erupts just as Indonesia has shifted its
imports to the U.S. and its troops to the
border of the conflict zone. This would
simultaneously spike the cost of its 15bn USD
import mandate and put TNI troops in the
direct line of fire, forcing a total collapse of
the " politik bebas aktif" stance.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Accelerate the Council of Trade setup to
protect Indonesian exporters from sudden
U.S. policy shifts.

* Ensure the TNI Gaza deployment has a
"Phase 0" focus on purely medical and
engineering tasks to build local goodwill
before any security role is assumed.

* Implement a Regional Diplomatic
Reassurance program to explain the U.S.
energy switch to ASEAN partners.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Opportunity: Textile and apparel
manufacturers  should rapidly scale
production to take advantage of the 0%
tariff window.

* Risk: Mid-cap companies on the BEI must

prioritize free float compliance to avoid OJK

"notations" that could trigger institutional
divestment.

* Infrastructure: Logistics providers should

bid on the Pertamina U.S. import tenders,

focusing on long-haul VL.CC (Very lLarge
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* Bahlil TIahadaliva ESDM Presser:

Detailing the 15bn USD import mandate
and Freeport share increase.

* Council of Trade Preliminary Hearing:

Establishing mediation protocols for the

new trade regime.

* MBG Progress Briefing: Showcasing pilot
success in Sukabumi and school attendance
gains.

KEY STORIES

* The 15 Billion USD U.S. Fuel Mandate:
Pertamina is ordered to shift 15 billion USD
in fuel procurement to the U.S. to balance
trade.

* U.S.-Indonesia Reciprocal Trade Deal:
0% tariffs for 1,819 products signed by
Prabowo and Trump.

* Gaza "Board of Peace" and TNI
Deployment: Indonesia to send troops and
support a technocratic Palestinian
government.

* Freeport Indonesia Share Increase:
Indonesia's ownership in Freeport moves
from 51% to 63%.

* Airport Express Train Crash: A train hit a
trailer truck in Tangerang, -causing
derailment and service outages.

* North Korean Nuclear Rocket Display:
Kim Jong Un displays 50 units of 600mm
rocket launchers.

* PT Semen Baturaja Corruption: Two
former directors detained for a 74 billion
IDR distribution fraud.

* PT Ratu Samban Mining Fraud:
Investigation into a 1.3 trillion IDR loss
involving Australian consultants.

* Makan Bergizi Gratis (MBG)
Expansion: Program rollout aims to reach
33,000 units with help from Polri.

* OJK Free Float Crackdown: 267
companies marked for failing 15% public
share requirements.

* Aceh Infrastructure Emergency: BNPB
prioritizes bridge reconstruction after
landslides in Aceh Tengah.

e Cambodia Scam Repatriation: 4,254
Indonesians repatriated after intensified
Cambodian  police raids on scam
compounds.

* Mount Lewotobi Laki-laki Alert: Volcano
activity placed at Level 3 (Siaga),
triggering evacuation prep.

* Tin Smuggling Seizure: Bareskrim seizes
boats and equipment used to smuggle tin to
Malaysia from Bangka Belitung.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
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understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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