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G D E L T

T H E P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP IN CRISIS & THE ERA OF TRANSACTIONAL DIPLOMACY:
A WORLD DEFINED BY INSTITUTIONAL VOLATILITY (REPORT: FEBRUARY 20, 2026)

February 20, 2026 broadcasts depict a world where traditional governance structures are eroding, replaced by
institutional instability and a?gressive, transactional power dynamics. From the collapse of parliamentary order in
Peru to the unprecedented legal scrutiny of the British crown, established norms are fracturing under pressure.

THE TWIN CRISES OF TRADITIONAL POWER

PERUVIAN CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS: FALL OF THE HOUSE OF WINDSOR:
THE INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF INSTABILITY LEGAL ACCOUNTABILITY OVER ROYAL PRIVILEGE

POWER VACUUM

8th PRESIDENT
IN 10 YEARS
(INTERIM PRESIDENT)

Balcézar's election marks a desperate attempt to fill a persistent void,
triggering immediate accusations of "betrayal” and “conspiracy” from
polarized factions. Analysts warn of a fundamental decay in the
constitutional process, with “interim" governance becoming the norm.

GAZA RECONSTRUCTION
($10 BILLION PLEDGE,
CONDITIONAL ON SECURITY)

JOSE MARIA BALCAZAR

PARLIAMENTARY
BREAKDOWN

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION'S
“JUNTA DE PAZ"

CONOMIC COERCION

(200% TARIFF THREATS vs. MEXICO & PAKISTAN

FOR MIGRATION/SECURITY COMPLIANCE)

ANDREW MOUNTBATTEN-WINSER
(EPSTEIN NETWORK LINKS & MISCONDUCT)

King Charles Ill and Prince William signal a “hardline” approach:

“No one is above the law.” This marks a decisive shift, potentially

the worst crisis since Diana, threatening the institution's survival
and leading to the permanent removal of titles.

IRAN NUCLEAR ALARM
(80% ENRICHMENT REPORTED,
"DAYS FROM DEVICE")

US policy shifts to "Peace through Investment" and "Stability through Tariffs," framing global alliances
as mercenary and determined by immediate economic costs/benefits over traditional ties.

VENEZUELA: THE “MYTH"
OF RECONCILIATION

AMNESTY LAW APPROVED, HUNGER STRIKES &
e.g., JUAN PABLO EXCLUSIONARY
GUANIPA RELEASED ~ MEASURES CONTINUE

A fragile domestic opening via Amnesty Law
is denounced by victims as a propaganda tool
for regime protection rather than genuine
justice, creating a deep delta between
official “peace” narratives and reality.

INSTITUTIONALIZED
INSTABILITY

(e.g., Peru’s 12-month volatility forecast)

CLIMATE & INFRASTRUCTURE FAILURE
(GUAYAQUIL, ECUADOR)

RECORD FLOODING,
52 SECTORS OVERWHELMED

Extreme weather exposes increasing urban
vulneral and critical infrastructure failure,

DEEP DIVE TRENDS & THEMES

LEGAL WARFARE AS
POLITICAL INSTRUMENT
(Public intolerance for immunity, from royals
to tech CEOs like Zuckerberg)

COLOMBIA: Al
GOVERNANCE DEBATE

ARUBA: MEDTECH
SOVEREIGNTY

CRITICAL FUEL SHORTAGE, BLACKOUTS &
SUSPENDED CLASSES DUE TO US RESTRICTIONS

TRANSACTIONAL PEACE &
ECONOMIC COERCION
(Alliances defined by immediate financial
terms, risking global trade wars)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISK ASSESSMENT

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
Economic shocks in Mexico,
potential mass protests in Peru.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):

Gaza reconstruction redefines Middle East; \{enezuela

amnesty stabilizes or emboldens opposition.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
Supply chain restructuring due to weaponized
trade; potential Cuban state collapse.

RISK ASSESSMENT & RECOMMENDATIONS

HIGH RISKS: State Collapse (Peru), Climate Failure (Guayaquil), Trade War (US Tariffs).

RECOMMENDATIONS: Prioritize regional security pacts, invest in climate infrastructure, diversify
supply chains away from tariff targets, monitor energy volatility.
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GLOBAL LEADERSHIP IN CRISIS AS
PERU INAUGURATES ITS EIGHTH
PRESIDENT IN A DECADE, THE
BRITISH MONARCHY FACES
UNPRECEDENTED LEGAL
SCRUTINY, AND TRANSACTIONAL
DIPLOMACY RESHAPES THE
MIDDLE EAST AND LATIN AMERICA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts of February 20, 2026, depict a
world defined by institutional volatility and
the erosion of traditional governance
structures. In Peru, the election of José Maria
Balcdzar as interim president marks a
desperate attempt to fill a persistent power
vacuum, yet the move has immediately
triggered accusations of "right-wing betrayal"
and "left-wing conspiracy," underscoring a
total breakdown in parliamentary stability.
Simultaneously, the British monarchy is
grappling with the most severe crisis of the
contemporary era as Prince Andrew (Andrew
Mountbatten-Winser) faces formal police
investigation for misconduct in public office
and links to the Jeffrey Epstein network,
signaling a decisive shift toward legal
accountability over royal privilege.

In the Americas, the Trump administration is
deploying aggressive transactional diplomacy,
pledging billions for Gaza reconstruction
while threatening massive tariffs against
Mexico and Pakistan to force compliance on
migration and security. This occurs as
Venezuela navigates a fragile domestic
opening through a controversial Amnesty L.aw
that is being denounced by victims as a
propaganda tool designed to protect regime
actors rather than deliver genuine justice.
These  high-level political shifts are
punctuated by severe environmental shocks,
such as the record-breaking flooding in
Guayaquil, Ecuador, which has overwhelmed
local infrastructure and highlighted the
increasing vulnerability of urban centers to
extreme weather.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Peruvian Constitutional Crisis

e José Maria Balcazar was sworn in as
interim president after four hours of
treatment in the Senate, becoming the
eighth leader in less than 10 years.

* Right-wing legislators, led by Alejandro
Muifante, claim that ‘"betrayal" by
conservative factions allowed a "radical
left" candidate to seize power with 64
votes.

e The new administration faces immediate
pressure regarding a potential pardon for
former president Pedro Castillo, which
legal analysts argue would be
unconstitutional without a firm sentence.
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The Fall of the House of Windsor

* Andrew Mountbatten-Winser was arrested
and questioned in Norfolk regarding
inappropriate conduct in public office and
his historical ties to the late Jeffrey Epstein.

* The monarchy, led by King Charles III and
Prince William, has signaled a "hardline"
approach, emphasizing that "no one is
above the law" to preserve the institution's
survival.

* Legal experts characterize this as the worst
crisis since the death of Princess Diana,
potentially leading to the permanent
removal of royal titles.

Transactional Geopolitics and Conflict
Resolution

e The Trump administration's "Junta de Paz"

announced a $10 billion pledge for Gaza

reconstruction, contingent on regional
security guarantees.

Pakistan and Mexico have been threatened
with 200% economic tariffs to compel
cooperation on border security and nuclear
containment.

e Iran's nuclear capability is viewed with
increasing alarm after reports of uranium
enrichment reaching 80%, bringing the

state within days of a potential device.

Venezuelan Internal Openings and Civil
Friction

* The National Assembly approved an
Amnesty Law aimed at releasing political
prisoners, though opposition figures call it
an "exclusionary" measure.

* Juan Pablo Guanipa was released at 100%,
calling for a reconciliation based on truth
and the recognition of injustices.

* Hunger strikes by mothers and families of
remaining prisoners continue in Caracas,
challenging the government's narrative of
national reconciliation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Climate & Extreme Weather

* The city of Guayaquil, Ecuador, suffered its
strongest downpour of the year, with water
levels exceeding 40cm and flooding 52
sectors.

* Critical infrastructure failure was evident
as the high tide of 5 meters coincided with
the storm, trapping motorists for hours and
collapsing power grids.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* In Colombia, President Gustavo Petro faces
severe criticism following the death of a 7-
year-old child whose medication for
hemophilia was allegedly delayed by
bureaucratic failures in the EPS system.

* Petro's response—suggesting the child
should not have been on a bicycle—has
been characterized as insensitive, further
polarizing the domestic health reform
debate.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

* The European Union is increasingly framed
as a model for strategic autonomy, with
calls for Latin American integration to
counter the dominance of larger global
powers.
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Energy & Critical Minerals

* Cuba is experiencing a critical fuel
shortage after the Trump administration
restricted oil flows, forcing the suspension
of classes and near-total blackouts in
Havana.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* The Colombian Senate is debating the role
of Al in governance and industry, seeking a
balance between innovation and regulatory
oversight.

* Aruba’s medical sector is asserting tech
sovereignty by implementing HoloLens 3D
navigation for neurosurgery, reducing the
need for patients to travel abroad for
complex care.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Institutionalization of Instability

Peru has reached a state where "interim"
governance is the norm rather than the
exception. The rapid succession of leaders—
eight in ten years—indicates a fundamental
decay in the Peruvian constitutional process.
This instability is no longer just a domestic
issue; it creates a regional vacuum that non-
state actors and rival political blocs exploit.
The current election of Balcazar is perceived
as a product of parliamentary arithmetic
rather than a mandate, suggesting that the
next 12 months will remain highly volatile as
the country approaches the April elections.

Legal Warfare as a Political Instrument

From the prosecution of Genaro Garcia Luna

to the lawsuit against Apple in West Virginia

for user privacy violations, legal systems are

being used as the primary arena for political

and corporate accountability. In the UK, the
police investigation of Andrew Mountbatten-
Winser is being framed as a test of the
modern state’s ability to treat elites with the
same rigor as ordinary citizens. This trend
suggests a growing public intolerance for
institutional immunity, forcing even traditional
monarchies to adopt the language of
transparency and "independent investigation."

Transactional Peace and Economic

Coercion

The US administration is moving away from
traditional diplomacy in favor of "Peace
through Investment" and "Stability through
Tariffs." The Gaza reconstruction plan is a
clear example of using capital as a carrot,
while the 200% tariff threat against Pakistan
serves as a stick. This suggests a future where
global alliances are entirely mercenary,
determined by immediate economic costs and
benefits rather than long-standing ideological
or security ties.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Aruba: Labor and Fiscal Friction

* The Department of Taxes is facing a

backlog and labor strikes at the Customs

unit, driven by unresolved issues from
previous administrations.

* Public frustration is mounting over digital
payment systems and the perceived lack of

accountability within government
departments.

Venezuela: The Myth of Reconciliation

* While the state promotes the Amnesty Law,
families of prisoners describe a "condition
of horror" in detention centers like Rodeo I.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_130000

* The domestic environment is characterized
by a deep delta between official media
narratives of "peace" and the reality of
ongoing hunger strikes and arbitrary
detentions.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

US Regional Hegemony and "Junta de
Paz"

* The US is framing the "outside world" as a
zone of transactional opportunity. By
positioning itself as the sole financier of
Gaza’'s reconstruction, the Trump
administration seeks to bypass traditional
UN-led multi-lateral frameworks.

* The exclusion of alli from key
peace meetings signals a shift toward
unilateralism and the weaponization of
economic aid.

European-Latin American Integration

* There is a growing posture of resistance to
unipolar dominance, with leaders
suggesting that Latin America must adopt
European-style ‘"strategic autonomy" to
remain competitive in a fracturing global
market.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook is increasingly
fragmented by punitive trade measures and
energy insecurity. = Commodity-dependent
nations like Cuba are nearing collapse due to
oil supply weaponization, while emerging
markets in Latin America are struggling with
"parliamentary mathematics" that destabilizes
confidence. The markets are
currently pricing in significant geopolitical

investor

risk related to potential 200% tariffs on key
manufacturing hubs.

* US Capital Flows: $10 billion pledged for
reconstruction in Gaza.

* Inflationary Risks: Proposed tariffs on
Pakistan and Mexico are viewed as

inherently inflationary, likely raising costs

for end-consumers.

* Energy Scarcity: Cuba’s economy is
paralyzed by the cutoff of Venezuelan oil
flows and US sanctions.

* Local Commerce: Aruba is promoting
"Cumpra Local" initiatives to insulate small
businesses from global supply chain
shocks.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

A day of dramatic shifts in authority, as
traditional elites are either purged by legal
action or replaced through fragile political
consensus.

» José Maria Balcazar: Elected as the

interim president of Peru. Status: Highly

vulnerable to parliamentary censure and
legal challenges.

e Andrew Mountbatten-Winser: Arrested

and stripped of royal status in the media
narrative. Status: Defeated; institutional

liability.
* Juan Pablo Guanipa: Released from

Venezuelan detention. Status: Rising figure
for the domestic opposition.

* Mark Zuckerberg: Testifying before a jury
for the first time. Status: Under severe
regulatory and judicial pressure.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network institutional
accountability and geopolitical shifts. The
"Lead Stories" for the day are the fall of
Prince Andrew and the election of Balcazar in
Peru, reflecting a focus on the instability of
high-level leadership. "Buried Stories" include
the Apple privacy lawsuit and the specific
details of Iranian enrichment, which are
presented as secondary to the more visceral
political dramas. The tone is skeptical and
analytical, often questioning the official
motives behind state actions like the
Venezuelan Amnesty Law. A Conspicuous
Omission is any mention of the internal
factional politics of the Chinese Communist
Party, which would logically be relevant given
the global focus on Pakistan and the Middle
East.

prioritizes

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day’s narrative frames global actors
through the lens of institutional competence
and stability, with traditional Western icons
appearing increasingly fragile.

COUNTRIES

* Peru: Portrayed as chaotic and inept. The
description of "eight presidents in 10

years" paints a picture of a state unable to

sustain even basic executive continuity.

* United Kingdom: Framed as principled
but embattled. The monarchy's
willingness to investigate its own is
depicted as a survival strategy.

* Cuba: Portrayed as weak and desperate.

The lack of fuel and classes highlights a
state on the verge of total collapse.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Framed as transactional
and dominant. His use of "economic
aranceles" (tariffs) to force peace is the
central theme of his foreign posture.

¢ Gustavo Petro: Characterized as

ideological and defensive. His handling

of the hemophilia medicine crisis is used to

illustrate a disconnect between his policy
goals and human outcomes.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Meta (Zuckerberg): Portrayed as
negligent and harmful. Accusations of
designing ictive fi hildren
define the corporate framing.

* Jeffrey Epstein Network: Framed as an
enduring toxic shadow that continues to

le global 1 rs years after his death.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

State actors are aggressively using narrative
seeding to manage domestic dissent and
international optics.

* The Amnesty Maneuver: The Venezuelan
government is using the release of high-

profile prisoners to signal reconciliation to

the international = community, while

simultaneously = re-victimizing  families

through exclusionary legal clauses.

* The "Terian" Distraction: The coverage
of social trends like people identifying as
animals ("Terians") in Argentina and
Uruguay is given significant airtime,
potentially serving as a "soft news"
distraction from more pressing economic

crises.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Peruvian Dissolution: Balcazar is unlikely
to survive 12 months. The current coalition
is so fragile that a parliamentary coup or
mass protests are the most probable

outcomes before the April 2026 elections.

* The End of Royal Immunity: The
investigation of Andrew Mountbatten-
Winser will create a precedent that
permanently reduces the legal protections

f the British royal family, leadin war
! ndinavian-style" ceremonial monarchy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate
economic shocks in Mexico as the US tariff
threats are clarified; potential mass protests
in Peru as the right-wing opposition mobilizes
against Balcazar.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):
Implementation of the Gaza reconstruction
fund will likely redefine Middle Eastern
alliances; Venezuela’s amnesty will either
stabilize the Maduro regime or embolden the

opposition under Guanipa.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural changes
to global supply chains as the US weaponizes
trade to ensure "border sovereignty"; the
collapse of the Cuban state if energy
dependencies are not immediately replaced.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* State Collapse in Peru: Institutional
failure leads to civil war or total anarchy.
Triggers: Attempts to pardon Pedro
Castillo. Likelihood: High. Impact: Massive
regional destabilization. Mitigations:
Immediate OAS intervention and multi-
lateral election oversight.

* Nuclear Proliferation (Iran): Iran
completes a nuclear device. Triggers:
Enrichment reaching over 90%. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Global nuclear arms
race. Mitigations: Immediate return to
severe international inspections.

Monarchy De-legitimization: The UK
monarchy collapses as a unifying
institution. Triggers: Formal charging of
Andrew for criminal acts. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Constitutional crisis in
the UK. Mitigations: Radical transparency
and stripping of all titles.

Critical Infrastructure Failure
(Climate): Major cities like Guayaquil
become uninhabitable. Triggers: Recurring
high-tide storms. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Humanitarian crisis and mass migration.
Mitigations: Massive investment in sea
defenses.

* Global Trade War: US 200% tariffs trigger

a global recession. Triggers: Failure of
Mexico/US migration talks. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Severe supply chain
collapse. Mitigations: Negotiated regional
security pacts.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not explain the specific
technical barriers preventing the
conversion of 80% enriched uranium into a
weaponized warhead.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELEARUBA_20260220_043000

e There is a lack of data on the actual
funding sources for the $10 billion Gaza
reconstruction, as US congressional

approval is not mentioned.

e The labor strike in Aruba Customs is
mentioned but its specific impact on the
national GDP is not calculated.

* No mention is made of the health of Pedro
Castillo, which would be critical to the
likelihood of an emergency pardon.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Balcazar Stability Hypothesis:
Balcazar’s election is not a sign of collapse
but a calculated "reset" by the Peruvian
establishment to move toward a less
polarized middle ground. If he successfully
manages the April elections, he may be
remembered as the leader who saved
Peruvian democracy, not the one who
presided over its end.

* The "Controlled Collapse" of the
Monarchy: The Royal Family is
deliberately sacrificing Andrew to the
legal system to
"democratize" the institution. By showing
that even a prince is subject to the law,
Charles III may actually be strengthening
the crown's long-term legitimacy in a post-

privilege world.

modernize and

* Black Swan: A massive cyber-attack on

the Aruba tax/payment systems during the

current labor unrest, leading to a total
fiscal collapse of the island's government.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize regional security pacts in Latin
America to prevent a ‘“contagion of
instability" from Peru's leadership crisis.

* Invest in critical climate infrastructure,
particularly storm surge defenses in the
Global South, to prevent
paralysis.

economic

* Monitor the Venezuela Amnesty Law
closely to ensure it is not used to facilitate
the laundering of human rights abusers.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Diversify supply chains away from
regions threatened by 200% US tariffs
(Mexico/Pakistan) to avoid sudden cost
spikes.

* Monitor Aruba's medical technology
sector as a potential hub for high-end
medical tourism and 3D neuronvigation
expertise.

* Hedge against energy volatility in the
Caribbean as Cuba's crisis threatens to
destabilize regional power sharing.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity was dominated by
attempts to manage internal unrest and
medical ethics through new legal frameworks.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Venezuela Amnesty Law: Designed to
release political prisoners; strategically
intended to lower international pressure
while protecting state actors from
prosecution.

o Colombian Health Reform: Debated in
the context of the child hemophilia
crisis; intended to centralize control over
EPS providers.

o Aruba "Cumpra Local": Policy to
subsidize and promote local merchants
over global importers.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Meta/Zuckerberg Testimony: Hearing
regarding social media's role in child
mental health; intended to lead to
federal regul verhauls.

o Trump "Junta de Paz" Presser:

Announcement of unilateral funding for

Gaza; intended to establish a new
transactional regional order.

KEY STORIES

* The Election of José Maria Balcazar:
Balcazar becomes Peru's interim president
amid 64 votes and a deep ideological split
in Congress in Lima.

* Arrest of Andrew Mountbatten-Winser:
The former Prince is detained and
questioned in Norfolk regarding Jeffrey
Epstein and misconduct.

Ecuador Flooding: Over 8 hours of rain
collapse Guayaquil, flooding 52 sectors and
high-tide zones.

Venezuela Amnesty Law: National
Assembly approves a law to release 644
political  prisoners, amid  opposition
skepticism.

Colombia Medical Crisis: The death of a
7-year-old child in Santander sparks a
national debate on drug availability.

HoloLens in Aruba: Horacio Oduber
Hospital performs its first brain surgery
using 3D navigation in cooperation with
UMC Utrecht.

Trump Peace Plan: $10 billion pledged for
Gaza reconstruction during a US-led
security meeting.

Zuckerberg Testimony: CEO of Meta
testifies about addictive features harming
youth mental health.

Cuba Energy Collapse: Oil shortages lead
to school closures and Havana blackouts.

Aruba Fire: A massive fire in Parque
Curazén threatens homes before being
contained by two fire trucks.

Lionfish Invasion: Aruba intensifies its
conservation and hunting programs to

protect the reef ecosystem.

Otherkin Social Trend: A deep dive into
the "Terian" community and the mental
health  implications of animal self-
perception.

Monkey "Punch": A viral story of a

Japanese monkey rejected by its mother
and raised by a plush doll.

Winter Olympics: Spain and the US
celebrate gold medals in skiing and hockey
respectively at Milano Cortina 2026.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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