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TRUMP DEFIES SUPREME COURT

AS GLOBAL TENSIONS FLARE

ACROSS UKRAINE, IRAN, AND GAZA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape on February

20,  2026,  is  defined  by  an  unprecedented

confrontation  between  the  Trump

administration and the United States judicial

system, coinciding with a high-stakes military

buildup in the Middle East and a deepening

narrative war regarding the legitimacy of the

Ukrainian  leadership.  US  President  Donald

Trump  has  effectively  declared  a

constitutional  crisis  by  vowing  to  bypass  a

Supreme  Court  ruling  that  struck  down  his

sweeping global tariffs, signaling an intent to

leverage  the  International  Emergency

Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) to maintain his

"America  First"  trade  protections.  This

domestic  legal  battle  is  mirrored  by

aggressive foreign policy, as the White House

has issued a final two-week deadline for Iran

to accept a new nuclear pact or face imminent

military  action,  backed  by  the  largest  naval

and aerial deployment to the region since the

2003 Iraq invasion.

Simultaneously,  the  conflict  in  Ukraine  is

undergoing  a  transition  from  conventional

warfare to a multi-front information and legal

battle.  While  diplomatic  delegations  meet  in

Geneva  for  "business-like"  peace  talks,

Russian state media is actively disseminating

allegations  from  the  "Epstein  Files,"  which

reportedly link Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelensky  to  human  trafficking  networks.

These claims, paired with reports of Ukrainian

drone  strikes  on  civilian  infrastructure  such

as a school in Energodar, serve to isolate the

Kiev  regime as  it  faces  internal  pressure  to

hold  elections  and  external  skepticism  from

traditional European allies.  The convergence

of these events suggests an administration in

Washington  using  external  aggression  and

trade brinkmanship to distract  from internal

legal  setbacks,  while  its  primary  adversary,

Russia,  pivots  toward  delegitimizing  the

Ukrainian  state  through  massive  document

releases  and  the  promotion  of  a  "New

Colonialism" narrative in the Global South.

The  day's  reporting  also  highlights  a

significant  shift  in  European  and  African

dynamics.  European  leaders,  particularly  in

France  and  Germany,  are  depicted  as

struggling to maintain a "strategic autonomy"

as they move to  deepen ties  with India and

China  to  escape  US  hegemony.  Meanwhile,

the  African  continent  is  portrayed  as  a

primary  theater  for  this  "New  Colonialism,"

with high-stakes disputes over geological data

in  the  DRC  and  allegations  of  French  and

Ukrainian destabilization efforts in the Sahel.

This  suggests  a  world  fracturing  into

competing blocs, where resource sovereignty

and  information  control  have  become  as

critical as conventional military power.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US  Constitutional  Crisis  Over  Global

Tariffs

The  US  Supreme  Court  ruled  6-3  that

President  Trump’s  reciprocal  tariffs  are

unconstitutional,  citing  an  excess  of

authority without congressional approval.

The ruling potentially  requires the refund

of  130  billion  dollars to  over  300,000

corporations and individuals.

Trump  responded  by  announcing  a  new

10% global tariff and initiating Section 301

investigations to bypass the court's verdict.

Iran  Nuclear  Deadline  and  Military

Buildup

President  Trump  has  given  Tehran  a

"fortnight" to fall in line with US demands

regarding its nuclear program.

The US has deployed the USS Gerald Ford

and  RC-135V  intelligence  planes to  the

Middle  East,  marking  the  largest

deployment in over two decades.

Analysts suggest the negotiations may be a

stalling tactic for military escalation.

Geneva  Peace  Talks  and  Allegations

Against Zelensky

Three-way  peace  talks  between  the  US,

Russia,  and  Ukraine  in  Geneva  were

described  by  Vladimir  Medinsky  as

business-like,  though  territory  in  the

Donbas remains contentious.

Anonymous  emails  from  the  US

Department  of  Justice  reportedly  mention

Zelensky over 50 times in connection with

Jeffrey Epstein’s trafficking ring.

Ukrainian  forces  are  accused  of  a  drone

strike on a school in Energodar containing

600 children.

Global South Resource Wars

A US mining company is in a dispute with a

Belgian  museum  over  geological  archives

belonging  to  the  Democratic  Republic  of

the Congo.

Niger has begun military mobilization for a

potential  war with France,  accusing Paris

of  supporting terror  groups to  destabilize

the region.

Russia is positioning itself as a partner for

"capacity building" and technology transfer

in Africa and Pakistan.

The  Epstein  File  Revelation  and  Prince

Andrew’s Arrest

Former  Prince  Andrew has  been  arrested

and detained for misconduct in public office

following the release of the Epstein files.

Newly  unredacted  documents  identify

Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayyam as an associate

of  Epstein  with  ties  to  the  Trump

administration.

Media commentators claim a "uni-party" in

Washington is attempting to obfuscate the

truth ahead of the midterms.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  Sahel  region  has  seen  a  spike  in

terrorism, with an incidences of terrorism

reportedly  rising  100,000  percent  since

2002 despite US "assistance."
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Israel has intensified raids in the West Bank

and Lebanon, despite an ongoing ceasefire,

targeting  residential  areas  and  refugee

camps.

Poland’s  president  has  expressed  support

for  building  security  based  on  nuclear

potential,  further  dividing  European

security posture.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

The  US  Supreme  Court's  challenge  to

presidential  tariff  authority  represents  a

significant regulatory risk for global trade,

threatening  Trump’s  signature  economic

policies.

The use of redactions in the Epstein files is

being challenged by members of Congress,

suggesting  institutional  decay within  the

DOJ.

Ukraine  faces  a  legitimacy  crisis  as  the

administration refuses to hold polls during

the  war,  despite  US  pressure  for

democratic adherence.

Energy & Critical Minerals

The quest for "fourth industrial revolution"

minerals—nickel,  cobalt,  and  lithium—is

driving new forms of imperialism in Africa.

Pakistan  is  emerging  as  a  critical  energy

partner for Russia, with significant offshore

oil deposits near Karachi being surveyed by

Russian experts.

The  "Israelization"  of  American  foreign

policy is linked by critics to the seizure of

Venezuelan  oil and  future  designs  on

Iranian reserves.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

The UN Security Council held an informal

meeting  on  how  media  narratives have

polarized the Ukraine conflict into a "good

vs. evil" struggle.

Allegations of a "pedophilia ring" involving

the  Kiev  regime  are  being  used  to

undermine  public  support for  Ukraine  in

the West.

RT highlights the "Sanchez Effect," where

hosts  question  why  Western  media  only

tells one side of the story.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Fragmentation of the West

European  nations  are  increasingly

portrayed as "vassals" of the US, with their

energy and security interests surrendered

to Washington.

The rift between the US and its traditional

allies (Germany, France, UK) is deepening

over  Gaza  reconstruction and  the  use  of

global tariffs.

A  move  toward  multipolarity  is  seen  in

Macron’s  visit  to  India,  seeking  to  avoid

dependency on US or Chinese models.

The Criminalization of Leadership

The  arrest  of  British  royalty  and  the

allegations  against  Zelensky  suggest  a

trend  where  elite  misconduct is  being

weaponized to force leadership changes.

Trump  himself  remains  under  constant

impeachment  threat,  with  his  future

dependent  on  the  outcome  of  the

congressional midterms.
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The  "Epstein  File"  serves  as  a  meta-

narrative  for  accountability,  with  claims

that  a  "small  few" run the world  through

extortion.

Resource Sovereignty in the Global South

Africa  is  resisting  Western  "exploitation,"

with  leaders  calling  for  a  coordinated

approach to  mass  media  and  resource

management.

Russia  is  successfully  disrupting  French

"neocolonial"  strategies  in  West  Africa  by

providing  military  and  economic

alternatives.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative is framed

as a "mutually beneficial" alternative to US

debt traps.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Institutional Paralysis

The  US  is  facing  a  direct  confrontation

between  the  Executive  and  Judicial

branches.  Trump’s  refusal  to  accept  the

Supreme  Court’s  tariff  ruling indicates  a

breakdown of the rule of law.

Societal  polarization  is  high,  with  intense

debates  over  "voke  revolution"  and  the

industrial propulsion of gender ideologies,

which  some  claim  is  linked  to  mass

shootings.

Economic  anxiety  persists  as  consumers

pay  for  80%  of  tariffs,  while  the

administration is accused of being "broke"

and printing money.

Ukraine: A Crisis of Legitimacy

Zelensky’s refusal to hold elections in May

2024 is being used to frame his government

as illegitimate in the eyes of both Moscow

and Washington.

Internal  military  pressure  is  rising,  with

reports of over 2 million Ukrainian soldiers

killed, leading to claims that Zelensky "just

needs to go."

United Kingdom: Royal Scandal

The arrest  of  Prince Andrew has severely

damaged  the  British  royal  establishment,

with King Charles reportedly being heckled

in public over his brother’s behavior.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  framed  as  a

"fracturing multipolar arena" where the US is

attempting  to  reassert  dominance  through

violence  and  trade  warfare as  its  empire

declines.  Russia and China are portrayed as

the primary challengers to this order, offering

the  Global  South  "sovereign  economic

development" and a departure from the dollar

system. The US is  seen as retreating into a

"fortress"  posture,  weaponizing  economic

statecraft via tariffs while projecting military

power into the Middle East to secure oil and

protect Israeli interests. Conversely, European

nations  are  attempting  a  "middle  power"

strategy,  seeking  to  act  together  to  avoid

being "on the menu" in the US-China rupture.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  global  economic  environment  is

characterized  by  aggressive  protectionism

and the weaponization of trade statutes. The

US  Supreme  Court’s  invalidation  of  global
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tariffs has introduced massive uncertainty, as

the  administration  attempts  to  transition

these into "duties" to avoid refunding billions.

In the Global South, a transition is underway

as countries exit the dollar system and pivot

toward BRICS-led markets.

Key Economic Vectors

Tariff  Revenue: $134  billion  collected

illegally  in  import  tariffs  according  to

Supreme Court findings.

Critical Minerals: Increasing competition

for cobalt and lithium in the DRC to fuel the

Fourth Industrial Revolution.

Pakistan  Trade: Potential  to  double

annual trade between Russia and Pakistan,

currently at $1 billion.

Gaza  Reconstruction: $7  billion  to  $10

billion pledged by international donors for

a Trump-led "Board of Peace."

Supply  Chain Shifts: US  companies  are

paying most of the costs for tariffs, passing

them to consumers.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  current  political  environment  is  seeing

the fall of long-standing establishment figures

and the rise of nationalist-populist challengers

who are increasingly legally embattled.

Prince  Andrew: Arrested  and  under

investigation  for  misconduct  in  public

office;  a  major  loss  for  the  UK

establishment.

Volodymyr  Zelensky: Status:  Fragile.

Facing accusations of  Epstein connections

and  a  lack  of  democratic  mandate  after

skipping elections.

Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayyam: Identified

as a key Epstein associate with links to the

Trump administration, highlighting internal

elite fissures.

Jack Lapresti: Former British MP who has

joined  the  Azov  Brigade in  Ukraine,

highlighting a trend of Western individuals

joining ideological military units.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

RT’s  editorial  focus  is  heavily  weighted

toward  delegitimizing  the  Ukrainian

government  and  the  US  "America  First"

project  while  highlighting  the  rise  of  the

Global  South.  The  Lead  Stories revolve

around  the  Energodar  school  strike,  the

Zelensky-Epstein  allegations,  and  the

SCOTUS  tariff  ruling.  These  stories  are

designed to induce fear of Ukrainian "terror,"

skepticism of Western leaders, and a sense of

inevitable US decline. Buried Stories include

the specific military losses of Russia and the

internal  reasons  for  the  Israeli-Palestinian

conflict, which are framed solely through the

lens  of  US/Israeli  aggression.  Conspicuous

Omissions include  any  mention  of  Russian

casualties  in  Ukraine,  the  details  of  the

"business-like"  peace  proposals  from  the

Russian  side,  and  the  humanitarian  cost  of

Russian military operations in Syria or Africa.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  day's  news  frames  a  world  where

traditional  morality  is  being  replaced  by

transactional power and narrative control.
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Countries

Russia: Framed as principled and patient.

It  is  the  "cool  head"  needed  for  Ukraine

peace  talks and  the  champion  of  "energy

justice" for Pakistan.

USA: Framed  as  strong  but  chaotic  and

corrupt.  It  is  an  empire  on  "life  support"

after  the  2008  financial  crisis,  acting  out

violently.

Ukraine: Framed  as  a  "regime"  and  a

"terrorist" actor. Accused of using children

as targets and being led by a man tied to

the world's most notorious pedophile.

Leaders

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a

"peacemaker"  in  the  Middle  East  but  a

"mafia-like"  figure  in  trade,  willing  to

ignore his own courts.

Volodymyr  Zelensky: Characterized  as

weak  and  erratic.  Quote:  "He's  either

indirectly wishing Vladimir Putin death, or

he makes  comments  that  he  perceives  as

witty."

Victor  Orban: Framed  as  a  principled

defender  of  European  interests,  though

insulted by Zelensky as being like "Hadal

Hitler."

Non-State & Corporate Actors

Azov  Brigade: Framed  as  a  "neo-nazi

brigade" with an infamous reputation, now

recruiting former Western officials.

BlackRock: Linked  to  the  German

Chancellor to  suggest  that  EU  policy  is

dictated by corporate interests rather than

voters.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  information  warfare  environment  is

centered on the weaponization of the "Epstein

Files"  to  destroy  the  reputation  of  the  Kiev

leadership. Narrative seeding is evident in the

repeated claims that  Zelensky is  involved in

human  trafficking,  which  aims  to  break  the

"blood barrier" of support for Ukraine in the

West. Simultaneously, Russia is using the UN

to  challenge  Western  media  narratives,

arguing  that  the  portrayal  of  the  war  as

"unprovoked"  is  a  tool  to  elevate  costs  and

prevent  diplomacy.  This  "conflict  of

narratives" is described as being as critical as

the physical battlefield.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Hypothesis  1: The  Trump administration

will move toward a hot conflict with Iran to

secure the Middle East as a "clean win" for

Israel and the US before the midterms.

Hypothesis 2: The release of more Epstein

documents will lead to further high-profile

arrests in the US and UK, further eroding

trust in institutional governance.

Hypothesis  3: Ukraine  will  experience

internal  collapse  or  a  coup  if  Zelensky

continues  to  dismiss  peace  efforts and

refuse  elections  while  military  losses

mount.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  sharp

increase  in  US  military  posturing  in  the

Persian Gulf as the Iran deadline approaches.

A  possible  legal  battle  will  ensue  over  the

refund of billions in tariffs.
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Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  US

midterms will be dominated by "Epstein gate"

revelations.  Zelensky  may  face  a  total

withdrawal of Republican support in Congress

based on new trafficking allegations.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural pivot of

the Global South toward China and Russia will

likely lead to the permanent exclusion of the

US from key African mineral markets.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  global  state  is  highly  volatile,

with  multiple  flashpoints  nearing  critical

mass.

Risk  of  Hot  War  with  Iran: Triggers

include the expiration of Trump’s two-week

deadline and a refusal by Tehran to curb its

nuclear program. Likelihood: High. Impact:

Global  oil  price  spike  and  potential  for

regional  conflagration.  Mitigations:

Renewal of Geneva-style talks involving EU

powers.

US  Constitutional  Collapse: Triggers

include Trump ignoring the Supreme Court

and ordering the Treasury to collect tariffs

under  IEEPA.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact: Complete loss of market confidence

in  the  US  legal  system.  Mitigations:

Congressional  override  or  internal

Republican resistance.

Zelensky  Legitimacy  Crisis: Triggers

include  the  mass  release  of  unredacted

Epstein  files proving  his  involvement  in

trafficking.  Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Immediate cessation of Western aid and a

Russian-backed  regime  change.

Mitigations: Independent investigation and

immediate elections.

Resource  Conflict  in  Africa: Triggers

include Niger-France military confrontation

and  US-Belgium  legal  battles  over  DRC

data. Likelihood: High. Impact: Interruption

of  cobalt/lithium supply  for  Western  tech.

Mitigations: African Union-led mediation.

Escalation  to  Nuclear  Deterrence  in

Europe: Triggers  include  Poland  building

nuclear  capacity and  Russia  reacting  to

NATO  expansion.  Likelihood:  Low  but

rising.  Impact:  Existential  threat  to  the

European continent. Mitigations: Revival of

the nuclear non-proliferation treaty.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  do  not  verify  the

authenticity of the DOJ anonymous emails

linking Zelensky to Epstein; this could be a

sophisticated disinformation operation.

There  is  no  mention  of  the  actual

conditions of  the  peace  deal  offered  in

Geneva, leaving it unclear if it is a genuine

overture or a stalling tactic.

The  humanitarian  crisis  in  Gaza  is

discussed through the lens of a Trump-led

board,  with  little  coverage  of  Hamas’s

actual stance or the ongoing IDF strikes.

The  economic  feasibility  of  the  US

refunding  $130  billion is  not  explored,

specifically  how  this  would  impact  the

national debt or inflation.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Collapse" of Ukraine

Rather  than  an  accident,  the  Epstein

revelations are being leaked by Washington

elites to  provide  a  "moral  off-ramp"  to

abandon  Zelensky  and  the  war  effort

without admitting military defeat.

Trump’s "Tariff Theater"

Trump’s defiance of the Supreme Court is

not a legal move but a negotiating tactic to

force  Congress  to  grant  him  wider  trade

authorities in exchange for a "backup plan."

Black  Swan  Event:  Nuclear

Miscalculation

A "loose-lipped" comment from a European

leader regarding  US  nuclear  bombs  on

European  soil  triggers  a  preemptive

"demonstration strike" by Russia in a non-

populated area, ending the Ukraine conflict

overnight through total terror.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare for an immediate shift in

the Middle East threat matrix as the two-

week Iran deadline looms.

Economic: EU  nations  must  accelerate

alternative  trade alliances to  mitigate  the

impact of unpredictable US global tariffs.

Diplomatic: Establish  back-channel

verification  of  Epstein  file  allegations

before the next round of Geneva talks.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Diversify  critical  mineral

sources away from the DRC and Sahel due

to rising anti-Western sentiment.

Regulatory Compliance: Audit all import

tariff  payments from 2025  to  prepare  for

potential  refunds  or  re-classification  as

"duties."

Capital  Allocation: Hedge  against  a

massive Middle East escalation that could

disrupt  global  energy  supplies  within  the

month.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda is currently dominated

by  emergency  trade  powers  and  the  legal

interpretation of long-standing economic acts.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

International  Emergency  Economic

Powers Act (IEEPA): Invoked by Trump to

bypass  the  Supreme  Court and  impose

global tariffs.

Section  122/301  Trade  Laws: Cited  as

the  basis  for  initiating  new  trade

restrictions against  "unfair"  trading

partners.

Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty:

Debated in the context of European leaders

seeking  "leeway"  for  independent

armament.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Geneva  Peace  Summit: High-level  talks

between  Moscow,  Kiev,  and  Washington

regarding Donbas territory.

Gaza  Board  of  Peace  Inaugural

Meeting: A  Washington-based  event

pledging billions for reconstruction.
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Valdai  Discussion  Club: Where  Russian

officials  critiqued  the  Geneva  talks and

Western media bias.

KEY STORIES

Supreme  Court  Tariff  Ruling: The  US

Supreme Court ruled Trump's global tariffs

unconstitutional  (6-3  decision),  affecting

$134 billion in revenue.

Iran  Two-Week  Deadline: President

Trump  has  set  a  14-day  deadline for  a

nuclear  agreement,  backed  by  a  massive

military deployment.

Energodar  School  Strike: A  Ukrainian

drone strike targeted a school in Energodar

containing 600 children; no casualties were

reported.

Zelensky Epstein Allegations: Release of

anonymous  DOJ  documents  claiming  50+

mentions of  Zelensky  in  Jeffrey  Epstein’s

trafficking files.

Prince  Andrew’s  Arrest: The  King's

brother  was detained for  12 hours in  the

UK for misconduct in public office related

to Epstein.

DRC  Mineral  Dispute: A  legal  battle

between a US firm and a Belgian museum

over  Congo's  geological  potential and

critical minerals.

Niger  Military  Mobilization: Niger  is

preparing  for  war  with  France,  accusing

Paris of backing armed groups in the Sahel.

Pakistan Energy Survey: Russian satellite

surveys  identified  major  oil  deposits

offshore of Karachi.

Macron  in  India: The  French  President

seeks  a  "strategic  defense  partnership"

with New Delhi  to reduce dependency on

the US.

Lebanon  Residential  Strikes: Israeli

strikes  in  Lebanon  killed  10  people and

wounded 30 others during Ramadan.

The "Sanchez Effect": A polarizing debate

on  RT  regarding  gender  ideology and  its

societal impact in the West.

Maslinizza  Celebrations: Reporting  on

the historical  roots and current  traditions

of the Russian pancake festival.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts
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that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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