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FRACTURING ALLIANCES AND

INSTITUTIONAL SCANDALS DEFINE

A VOLATILE GLOBAL SECURITY

LANDSCAPE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security environment on February

20,  2026,  is  characterized  by  a  significant

fracturing of traditional Western alliances and

a  surge  in  institutional  instability  across

Europe.  The most  disruptive  development  is

the  inauguration  of  a  Donald  Trump-led

"Peace  Board" in  Washington,  which

pointedly  excludes  the  Baltic  states  and

traditional  EU  leaders  while  inviting

representatives from Russia and Belarus. This

maneuver,  combined  with  a  U.S.  Supreme

Court ruling striking down Trump-era import

duties, suggests a chaotic, transactional shift

in  American  foreign  and  trade  policy  that

leaves  European  partners  scrambling  to

establish autonomous defense capabilities.

Domestically,  Lithuania  and  the  United

Kingdom are facing severe governance crises.

In  the  UK,  the  unprecedented  arrest  of

Prince  Andrew (Andrew  Mountbatten-

Windsor) for misconduct in public office and

renewed scrutiny of his ties to Jeffrey Epstein

has  sent  shockwaves  through the  monarchy.

In  Lithuania,  a  widening  scandal  regarding

the  financing  of  the  "Nemuno  Aušra"

party has  led  to  accusations  of  government

pressure on the Central Election Commission

(VRK).  Simultaneously,  internal  leadership

shifts  within  the  Social  Democratic  party,

involving  figures  like  Inga  Ruginienė  and

Gintautas  Paluckas,  indicate  a  government

struggling  to  maintain  a  coherent  mandate

amidst bureaucratic paralysis and geopolitical

friction with China.

Regional  militarization  is  accelerating  as

Poland  formally  withdraws  from the  Ottawa

Convention to deploy anti-personnel mines

along  its  border,  part  of  a  broader  "East

Shield"  initiative.  This  move  coincides  with

the announcement of  a five-nation European

autonomous  drone  program  intended  to

secure NATO airspace without relying on U.S.

assets.  These  developments  occur  against  a

backdrop of intensifying Russian information

warfare,  which  has  begun  utilizing  classical

poetry as a vehicle for nuclear threats, and a

deteriorating  humanitarian  situation  in

eastern  Ukraine  as  Russian  forces  make

tactical gains in the Pokrovsk sector.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Trump’s  Parallel  Diplomacy: The  U.S.

administration  has  established  a  "Peace

Board"  to  bypass  traditional  international

institutions  like  the  UN Security  Council,

conducting  high-level  talks  on  Gaza  and

Ukraine  with  hand-picked  participants,

notably  excluding  the  Baltics  while

including the Minsko regime.
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British  Royal  Arrest: Andrew

Mountbatten-Windsor  was  detained  by

police in Norfolk on charges of misconduct

during  his  time  as  a  trade  envoy,  with

Buckingham Palace publicly supporting the

comprehensive investigation.

European  Defense  Autonomy: Poland,

the  UK,  Germany,  France,  and  Italy  have

committed  to  a  joint  autonomous  drone

program to counter aerial threats, signaling

a  move  toward  defense  self-sufficiency  in

the face of U.S. isolationism.

Lithuanian  Political  Polarization: The

Seimas opposition and President  Nausėda

are  clashing  over  the  VRK’s  investigation

into  Nemuno  Aušra,  with  the  President

warning that the scandal represents a "full

cup" of public patience.

Polish  Border  Militarization: Warsaw

has moved to take a 43 billion EUR EU loan

to  finance  the  "SAFE"  defense  project,

despite fierce domestic opposition from the

PiS  faction,  while  withdrawing  from

landmine bans.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Poland is implementing the "East Shield"

(Rytų skydas) program, aiming to be able to

mine its entire border within 48 hours.

Lithuania  is  investing  in  laser-based

defense  systems  specifically  to  counter

"hybrid" threats such as weather balloons

from Belarus.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The Lithuanian government is debating the

restoration of diplomatic ties with China to

a  "charge  d'affaires" level,  despite

continuing  support  for  Taiwanese

representation.

Ukraine  has  announced  a  boycott  of  the

Paralympic  opening  ceremonies  in  Milan/

Cortina to protest the inclusion of Russian

athletes.

Climate & Extreme Weather

Municipalities in Kaunas and Radikiai  are

on high alert for massive spring flooding,

with  the  military  assisting  in  the

distribution of 2,000 sandbags as ice jams

form on the Neris and Nemunas rivers.

Lithuanian  greenhouse  growers  report  a

2.5x  increase in  heating  costs  due  to

record  low  temperatures  of  -34°C,

threatening food supply stability.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Culture  and

Information

A  sophisticated  new  layer  of  Russian

psychological  operations  has  emerged,

utilizing the poetry of Aleksandr Pushkin to

frame nuclear threats against the West as a

historical  inevitability.  Foreign  Minister

Lavrov and President Putin have cited 19th-

century  verses  to  characterize  the  current

conflict as an internal "Slavic quarrel" that the

West  enters  at  its  own  peril.  This  "poetic

nuclear renaissance" aims to consolidate the

domestic  Russian  audience  while

demoralizing NATO allies by portraying them

as  weak  compared  to  a  "historically

invincible" Russia.
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The  "New  European  Reality":  Defense

over Diplomacy

There  is  a  perceptible  shift  in  European

governance  from  diplomatic  norms  toward

hard militarization. Poland’s withdrawal from

the Ottawa Treaty and the massive EU-funded

SAFE project indicate  that  front-line  states

no longer believe in international treaties as a

primary security guarantee. The development

of  autonomous  drone  swarms and

"investment highways" for defense industries

suggests  that  the  region  is  preparing  for  a

protracted era of conventional conflict where

speed  of  mobilization  is  the  only  relevant

metric.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Lithuanian  Institutional  Decay: The

government’s mandate is being eroded by two

primary factors: a crippling bureaucracy that

delays  critical  laser  export  licenses  for  five

months compared to two days in Switzerland,

and  a  perceived  politicization  of  the  legal

system.  The  Central  Election  Commission

(VRK) is currently caught between opposition

claims  of  "political  pressure"  and  the

President's  demand  for  harsh  consequences

for party funding irregularities.

British Constitutional Stress: The arrest of

Prince  Andrew  represents  a  failure  of  the

royal family’s "strategic silence" strategy. The

fact  that  he  was  detained  on  the  66th

anniversary  of  his  birth suggests  a

calculated  move  by  UK  law  enforcement  to

demonstrate that "no one is  above the law,"

potentially triggering a wider crisis regarding

the monarchy's role in modern governance.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S. as a Fracturing Force: Under the

current administration,  the U.S.  is  portrayed

not as the leader of a bloc, but as a disruptive

independent  actor.  The  establishment  of  the

Trump Peace Board and the U.S. Supreme

Court’s strike-down of import tariffs reflect an

internal struggle between executive will  and

judicial restraint. For Lithuania, the exclusion

from  these  Washington  meetings  is  a  clear

signal  that  the  "strategic  partnership" of

the  last  decade  is  being  downgraded  or

bypassed.

Regional  Bloc  Formation: In  response  to

U.S. volatility, a new "Five Eyes" equivalent or

tank flotilla for Europe is being proposed by

the German Defense Minister.  This suggests

the emergence of a "Fortress Europe" posture

that seeks to decouple from American supply

chains and political whims to ensure supply

chain resilience in defense.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  climate  is  strained  by  high

energy costs and geopolitical barriers, though

some  large-scale  investment  remains  in  the

pipeline.  Market  sentiment  is  wary  of

"radical"  government  steps  in  Lithuania,

which are scaring off foreign investors.

GDP & Indicators: The Russian economy

is projected to grow at a stagnant 1% or

less due to the 20th EU sanctions package.

Corporate  Investment: The  Northway

group is  in  negotiations  to  bring  a  large

Swiss pharmaceutical company (Roche)

to  Lithuania,  though  terms  remain

unofficial.
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Logistics: Business leaders are protesting

the  cancellation  of  the  Vilnius-London

City flight route, citing it as a major blow

to Lithuania's financial center connectivity.

Sanctions Impact: The new EU package

targets  the  Russian  "shadow  fleet" and

places  new  restrictions  on  maritime  oil

transport.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant personnel shifts indicate a push for

professionalization  in  critical  government

roles amidst political turmoil.

Inga Ruginienė: Emerging as a key figure

in  bureaucracy  reduction,  she  is

increasingly taking a vocal role in foreign

policy  debates,  potentially  rivaling

established ministers.

Žaneta  Rudaitienė: A  veteran  police

colonel,  she  won  the  competition  to  lead

the  Customs  Department following  the

DUI-related resignation of Darius Žvironas.

Mindaugas  Šima: The  Finance  Ministry

Chancellor  was  abruptly  dismissed by

Minister  Vaitiekūnas  just  as  the  new

Customs head was announced.

Karolis Navrockis: The Polish President is

under pressure from Jarosław Kaczyński to

veto the 43B EUR EU loan,  citing fears

of German influence.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

LRT’s  coverage  is  dominated  by  national

survival—both  in  a  literal  sense  (flood

preparations)  and a geopolitical  one (border

security).  The  lead  stories  focus  on  the

Nemuno Aušra financing scandal and the

arrest  of  Prince  Andrew,  emphasizing

institutional  accountability.  There  is  a

secondary  but  intense  focus  on  technology

as  a  savior,  with  segments  dedicated  to

Lithuanian-made anti-drone lasers and drone

engineering colleges. The tone is analytically

skeptical  regarding  U.S.  intentions  under

Trump.  Notably,  the  ongoing  conflict  in

Ukraine is "buried" relative to the threats of

flooding and domestic political maneuvering,

perhaps  reflecting  a  "war  fatigue"  or  a

prioritization of immediate local hazards.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s reporting frames the

international system as increasingly anarchic,

where even the most stable institutions (the

British  Monarchy,  the  U.S.  Alliance)  are

failing.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS 

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  an

unpredictable unilateralist who "manages

the Peace Board by  his  own will" and

ignores traditional allies.

Russia: Framed as a corrupt, aggressive

empire that  uses  "schizophrenic

messages" to  threaten  NATO  while

suffering from economic decay.

Prince  Andrew: Portrayed  as  an  inept

and disgraced figure whose actions have

"poisoned  the  cup  of  patience" for  the

monarchy.

Poland: Framed  as  pragmatic  and

militaristic, willing to break international

norms  (Ottawa  Treaty)  to  secure  its

survival.
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NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

Nemuno  Aušra: Characterized  as

suspicious and potentially corrupt, with

leaders  involved  in  "financial  schemes"

using cash donations.

Northway  Group: Framed  as  a

competent,  ambitious  player trying  to

navigate  a  hostile  bureaucratic

environment.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  information  landscape  is  dominated  by

Russian  narrative  seeding and  domestic

counter-propaganda efforts.

Narrative Seeding: The use of Pushkin’s

poetry  is  a  clear  attempt  to  provide  a

literary  and  moral  justification for

aggression, a tactic Lithuanian analysts call

"information operations."

Psychological  Operations: The  U.S.

Pentagon  is  accused  of  using  "UFO

reports" as a "cloak of lies" to hide the

testing of new classified weapons.

Meta-Narrative: The Lithuanian broadcast

actively works to "verbalize the problem"

of hybrid warfare, urging politicians to be

as  brave as  EU leadership  in  naming the

threat.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  End  of  the  Landmine  Taboo:

Poland’s  withdrawal  from  the  Ottawa

Convention  will  likely  lead  to  a  domino

effect where Baltic states also formally re-

embrace  anti-personnel  mines  as  part  of

regional defense.

Lithuanian  Political  Realignment: The

Social  Democrats  may  face  a  leadership

challenge or  be  forced  into  a  minority

government  if  the Nemuno Aušra scandal

continues to tank their ratings.

Quantum  Arms  Race: The  mention  of

Palydovinis-based  quantum  computing

keys suggests  that  the  next  phase  of

conflict will move into orbital infrastructure

warfare.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  an

escalation in U.S. military readiness near Iran

as diplomacy in Geneva stalls.  The arrest of

Prince  Andrew  may  trigger  new  US-UK

diplomatic  friction over  Congressional

requests for his testimony.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 20th EU

sanctions  package  will  likely  cause  a

temporary spike in energy prices as Russia

attempts  to  bypass  maritime  restrictions.

Lithuania  will  face  significant  budget

impacts from emergency flood damage in the

Kaunas region this March.

Long Term (1-5  Years): The  autonomous

drone  consortium will  likely  become  the

primary  security  architecture  for  Northern

Europe,  effectively  decoupling  regional

defense from U.S. political cycles.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The  following  risks  represent  the  most

significant  threats  to  regional  and  global

stability identified in the day's reports.

Flashpoint: U.S. Strike on Iran Nuclear

Facilities: Triggered  by  the  failure  of

Geneva  talks  and  U.S.  presidential  desire

for  a  "decisive  win";  Likelihood:  High;

Impact:  Global  energy  crisis  and  regional

war;  Mitigations:  Urging Iran to  accept  a

"smart  deal" with  the  current

administration.

Domestic  Unrest:  Lithuanian

Constitutional  Crisis: Triggered  by

government attempts to bypass the VRK

or  presidential  vetoes;  Likelihood:

Moderate;  Impact:  Political  paralysis  and

loss  of  foreign  investment;  Mitigations:

Implementing  LRT  law  amendments for

greater transparency.

Critical Infrastructure: Kaunas Region

Flooding: Triggered  by  sudden

temperature  shifts  and  ice  jams on  the

Neris;  Likelihood: Almost Certain; Impact:

Displacement  of  thousands  and

infrastructure  failure;  Mitigations:

Deployment of ice-breaking machinery and

2,000 sandbags.

Geopolitical:  Fracturing  of  the  NATO

"Rytų  Skydas": Triggered  by  Polish  PiS

faction  blocking  EU  defense  loans;

Likelihood: Moderate; Impact: Unprotected

eastern  border  against  Belarus;

Mitigations:  Negotiating  Senate  approval

for the SAFE project.

Health  &  Economy:  Agricultural

Collapse: Triggered  by  sustained  -30°C

temperatures  and  2.5x  heating  cost

increases; Likelihood: High; Impact: Food

inflation  and  bankruptcy  for  greenhouse

owners;  Mitigations:  A  5% VAT  reduction

for fresh produce.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcast  fails  to  detail  the  specific

Iranian  demands in  the  Geneva  talks,

presenting  the  deadlock  only  from  a

Western perspective.

There is no mention of the status of the

Euro or  inflation  metrics  beyond  general

Russian indicators,  leaving the Lithuanian

consumer's reality unverified.

The reports on Prince Andrew’s arrest lack

specific legal statutes being cited, relying

on the generic "misconduct in office."

The  "East  Shield"  plan’s  environmental

impact  on  the  Polish-Belarusian

primeval  forest is  completely  ignored in

favor of military utility.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Trump  Peace  Board  as  a  Stalling

Tactic: While  viewed  as  isolationist,  the

Washington meetings  could  be a  deliberate

feint to  allow  allies  time  to  re-arm  while

appearing  to  offer  Russia  a  diplomatic  off-

ramp.  If  Russia  fails  to  accept  the  "10-day"

ultimatum  mentioned  in  Geneva,  it  may

provide a pretext for a massive, coordinated

Western response.

Black  Swan:  The  "Lithuanian  Winter

Strike": If  the  agricultural  sector  collapses

due  to  energy  costs,  it  could  trigger  mass
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labor  strikes by  greenhouse  workers  and

farmers,  coinciding  with  the  Nemuno  Aušra

scandal  to  collapse  the  Social  Democratic

government entirely.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Immediately fast-track anti-balloon laser

deployments to prevent Belarusian hybrid

incursions  from  escalating  into  airspace

violations.

Formalize  the  restore  of  relations  with

China to  secure  supply  chain  stability

before  a  potential  U.S.-China  trade  war

intensifies.

Develop a contingency plan for the UK

monarchy in the event the Prince Andrew

scandal leads to calls for a republic.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Allocate  capital  toward  autonomous

drone  startups and  "smart  textile"

manufacturers  in  the  EU,  as  defense

spending is decoupling from the U.S.

Hedge against food supply disruptions in

the Baltics by diversifying produce sources

away from regionally grown greenhouses.

Monitor the SAFE project loans in Poland;

if blocked, the Polish defense industry will

face a massive liquidity crisis.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today focused on national

security  funding and  media  governance,

reflecting a state in a high-alert posture.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

LRT  Law  Amendments: Proposals  to

increase  the  number  of  board

members at  the  national  broadcaster,

criticized  by  some  as  political

interference.

Social  Media  Ban  for  Minors: A

proposal by Daiva Ulbinaitė to ban social

media  use  for  under-16s to  combat

cyber-bullying and sexual exploitation.

Polish  SAFE  Defense  Project: A  43

billion EUR loan proposal to fund border

militarization.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

VRK Funding Inquiry: A tense session

regarding  the  Nemuno  Aušra

financing scandal  and alleged political

pressure.

Krakow  Defense  Ministerial: The

meeting  of  five  European  powers  to

formalize  the  autonomous  drone

alliance.

KEY STORIES

Prince Andrew Arrested: Former  prince

Andrew  Mountbatten-Windsor  detained  in

Norfolk for  misconduct in public office

and fresh Epstein-linked allegations on his

66th birthday. Police confirm investigation.

Trump  Peace  Board  Meeting: Donald

Trump holds the first meeting of his Peace

Board in Washington, inviting Russia and

Belarus  while  excluding  Baltic  and  EU

allies.
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Nemuno  Aušra  Funding  Scandal:

Lithuanian  Central  Election  Commission

head  Lina  Petronienė  reports  intense

political  pressure while  investigating

illicit cash donations to the Nemuno Aušra

party.

Poland Re-embraces Landmines: Poland

formally  withdraws  from  the  Ottawa

Convention to plant anti-personnel mines

along the Belarusian border as part of the

East Shield project.

European  Drone  Alliance: Poland,  UK,

Germany,  France,  and  Italy  announce  a

joint  autonomous  drone  program for

NATO airspace defense independent of U.S.

technology.

Kaunas  Flood  Emergency: Military

personnel  deployed  to  Kaunas  to  help

citizens prepare for severe spring floods

with 2,000 sandbags.

Pushkin  as  Info-War  Tool: Russian

officials use Pushkin's poetry to threaten

the  West  with  nuclear  war  in  a  new

psychological operation.

U.S.  Import  Duties  Struck  Down: The

U.S.  Supreme  Court  rules  that  Trump's

import  duties  were  illegal,  dealing  a

blow to his economic statecraft.

Lithuanian Bureaucracy Crisis: Business

leaders  warn  that  five-month  delays for

export licenses are crippling the laser and

biotech industries.

Cucumber Production Risk: Record low

temperatures  (-34°C)  force  greenhouse

growers to spend 2.5x more on heating,

threatening produce availability.

Pentagon UFO Report: Pentagon releases

a  report  on  750  UFO  cases,  which

journalists  suggest  is  a  cover  for  secret

weapons testing.

Pokrovsk  Sector  Battle: Russian  5th

Army forces make tactical gains in eastern

Ukraine,  capturing  several  villages  while

Ukraine prepares for a potential retreat.

Restoring  China  Relations: President

Nausėda discusses normalizing relations

with  China despite  the  Taiwanese

representative office controversy in Vilnius.

Latvian  Sēla  Proving  Ground: First

phase of a major Baltic military training

ground completed  near  the  Lithuanian-

Latvian border.

Paralympic  Boycott: Ukraine  announces

it will boycott the opening of the Winter

Olympics due  to  Russian  participation

under a neutral flag.

Semeliškės Giant Snowman: A  16-year-

old  builds  a  6.9-meter-tall  snowman,

setting a local Lithuanian record.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
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understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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