TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

JORDANTV

FEBRUARY 20, 2026

G D E L T P R OJ E C T

H E

JORDAN'S STRATEGIC SYNTHESIS:

Harmonizing Faith & Science Amidst Global Volatility
(February 20, 2026)

Oy - 3

||| l'll/«f\\ ¥

Smentlflc Modernity

|

£ THE GRAND MUFTI'S
METHODOLOGY:

Marrying Sharia with Definitive
Astronomical Science for Credibility & Order

Religious Orthodoxy

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: Ramadan Commencement as a Tool for Social Cohesion & National Identity

DOMESTIC MANAGED STABILITY T—— EXTERNAL FRACTURED WORLD
(INTERNAL NARRATIVE) (GLOBAL THREAT MATRIX)

GEOPOLITICAL BRINKMANSHIP & ESCALATION
U.S. threats of limited strikes on Iran
(Geneva talks standoff); intensified Russia-
Ukraine drone warfare (Crimea/Sevastopol).

MARKET OVERSIGHT & PRICE STABILITY
Preventing price gouging for basic goods
(meat/poultry stable), monitoring
vegetable fluctuations.

Y

EXPANDING SOCIAL SAFETY NETS
Targeted aid for vulnerable families
(e.g., Mafraq) via National Aid Fund to
mitigate poverty.

JORDAN'S
STRATEGIC
POSTURE

POSITIONED AS
A BASTION OF
PRINCIPLED
STABILITY

Leveraging
religious
scholarship and
cultural depth to
project internal
strength while
navigating
external shocks.

HUMANITARIAN SYSTEM FAILURE
WFP funding shortfall imminent for Somalia
(4.4m at risk), highlighting systemic
global risk mitigation failure.

Utilizing a
“Calculated
Insulation”
approach.

REGIONAL TENSIONS & INSTABILITY
Acute regional volatility with kinetic posturing
prioritized over humanitarian maintenance,

CULTURAL COHESION & HERITAGE
Promoting national identity through Ajloun
Cable Car programs, Wadi Rum history, and

tributes to figures like Nabil al-Mashini.

driving potential migration surges.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISK ASSESSMENT

SHORT TERM
(1-4 Weeks)

Occupying Public
Consciousness
High social activity during
Ramadan to distract from
threats; markets face peak
demand stress test.

Humanitarian Collapse in East Africa
US-Iran Kinetic Confrontation
Domestic Food Price Inflation

R LONG TERM
/ (1-5 Years)

Institutionalizing
the Synthesis
Solidifying the science-religion
model as a regional “rational Islam’
soft-power counterweight.

A

Regional Fallout &
Migration Risk
Potential Somalia migration
surge if aid fails; U.S.-Iran talk
outcomes determine
kinetic trajectory.
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"

REPORT FINDING: Jordan's defense of religious sovereignty through scientific validation
is a strategic tool to maintain social order in an increasingly unstable international system.
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JORDAN INTERTWINES RELIGIOUS
ORTHODOXY WITH SCIENTIFIC
MODERNITY AMIDST REGIONAL
VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts of February 20, 2026, were
dominated by the commencement of
Ramadan, a period utilized by Jordanian state
and religious authorities to reinforce social
cohesion and national identity. A significant
portion of the day's coverage focused on the
Grand Mufti of Jordan, who provided a
detailed justification for the Thursday start of
the fast, skillfully navigating the tension
between traditional lunar sightings and
modern astronomical data. This effort to
harmonize Sharia with "definitive science"
suggests a strategic objective to maintain
institutional credibility and social order
during a period of high religious sensitivity.
The internal narrative was one of managed
stability, emphasizing market oversight to
prevent price gouging and the expansion of
social safety nets, exemplified by targeted aid
for vulnerable families in Mafraq.

Externally, the environment is portrayed as
increasingly unstable, characterized by a

fracturing international humanitarian system
and escalating geopolitical brinkmanship. The
World Food Programme’s (WFP) warning of
imminent aid cuts to Somalia due to funding
shortfalls highlights a systemic failure in
global risk mitigation. Simultaneously,
regional tensions remain acute, with reports
detailing U.S. threats of limited strikes against
Iran and continued high-intensity drone
warfare in the Russia-Ukraine theater. Jordan
positions itself as a bastion of principled
stability in this "hostile threat matrix,"
leveraging its cultural heritage and religious
scholarship to project internal strength while
navigating external shocks.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Ramadan Sighting and the Synthesis of
Science and Sharia

* The Grand Mufti articulated a clear
methodology for proving the crescent
moon, stating that Jordan will not rely on
astronomical calculations alone but will use
them to "marry science and law."

Institutional defense of the decision to start
fasting on Thursday, despite differing start
dates in neighboring countries, based on
the impossibility of sighting a three-hour-

old crescent.

* Promotion of  religious scholarship
emphasizing  the universality and
flexibility of Quranic legislation as a tool
for modern governance and social order.

Regional and Global Security Flashpoints

* U.S. President Donald Trump is reportedly
considering a limited strike on Iran if
negotiations in Geneva fail to produce a
deal, signaling a return to "maximum
pressure" tactics.
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* Iran's Foreign Minister Araghchi maintains
a defiant posture, claiming the U.S. has
not requested a halt to uranium enrichment
during current talks in Geneva.

* Intensified drone activity in Crimea, with
Russia claiming to have downed 16
Ukrainian drones following a drone attack
in Sevastopol.

Domestic Welfare and Economic

Stabilization

* Intensified government monitoring of
Ramadan markets to ensure price stability
for basic goods like meat and poultry,
though vegetable prices remain a point of
consumer concern.

* The National Aid Fund is directing
resources to households in Mafraq
governorate receiving approximately 130
JOD in monthly support, highlighting the
state's role in mitigating poverty during the
holy month.

 Infrastructure development utilized as a
narrative of progress, specifically the
launch of Ramadan programs at the Ajloun
Cable Car to boost domestic tourism.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomacy & Statecraft

e The U.S.-Iran standoff in Geneva
represents a critical failure of sustained
diplomatic channels, moving toward kinetic
options in the short term.

* Jordan's religious diplomacy, defending
its independent determination of Ramadan
to assert sovereign religious authority
against the influence of regional blocs like

Saudi Arabia or Egypt.

Food & Water Security

* The WFP funding crisis poses an
existential threat to Somalia, where 4.4
million people face acute food insecurity by
April.

* Domestic food security is managed through
market interventionism, with the
Jordanian government actively calling for
"rational spending" to prevent supply chain

shocks during Ramadan.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

e The Grand Mufti functions as a key
stabilizer, using his platform to resolve
potential social discord over religious
timing and providing a “principled"
framework for state action on national
holidays.

* The state utilizes cultural nostalgia, such as
tributes to actor Nabil al-Mashini, to
reinforce a sense of national unity and
historical continuity in the face of modern
challenges.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Rationality in
Religious Discourse

A significant trend is the shift toward
scientific validation of religious decrees.
The Grand Mufti’s insistence that the crescent
moon could not be seen ‘'scientifically"
because it was only three hours old
represents an attempt to modernize the Fatwa
process. This reduces the risk of being viewed
as arbitrary or purely political in its fasting
schedule. By framing the decision as one
backed by "definitive astronomical science,"
the state insulates itself from the potential
social unrest that can arise when citizens feel
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their religious observance is out of sync with
the broader Islamic world or astronomical
reality.

Humanitarian Exhaustion and

Geopolitical Neglect

The WFP report on Somalia, juxtaposed with
the U.S.-Iran strike threats, suggests a global
system  where kinetic posturing is
increasingly prioritized over humanitarian
maintenance. The "funding shortage" for
Somalia is not a lack of global resources, but a
reallocation of strategic attention toward the
conflicts in Ukraine and the Persian Gulf. This
"humanitarian exhaustion" is likely to drive
further migration and instability in the Horn
of Africa, which will eventually cycle back as a
security risk for Middle Eastern nations like
Jordan.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Jordan appears to be in a state of managed
fragility. The high prominence given to
market prices and social aid programs in the
news cycle indicates that the government is
acutely aware of the potential for economic
discontent. The emphasis on price stability
for meat and poultry ahead of Ramadan is a
defensive measure against inflation-driven
unrest. Furthermore, the focus on the
National Aid Fund's work in Mafraq aims to
project an image of a caring, competent state,
even as global aid for the region faces
potential cuts. The domestic narrative is
heavily curated to promote "solidarity" and
"rational consumption," suggesting a fear of
consumer-driven shocks to the fragile
economy.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Jordanian broadcast portrays the
international system as a fractured and
dangerous arena. The U.S. is framed as a
volatile actor willing to use force against Iran,
while Russia and Ukraine are locked in an
endless cycle of attrition, now spilling over
into targeted drone strikes in Crimea and
Sevastopol. In this environment, Jordan
adopts a posture of calculated insulation.
By emphasizing its unique religious traditions
and historic depth (such as the segments on
Wadi Rum's military history), Jordan seeks to
project itself as an island of historical and
religious permanence that can survive the
temporary ‘"chaotic" shifts of the outside
world.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Jordanian economy is currently
dominated by the seasonal demand surge
associated with Ramadan, which is testing the
efficacy of state price controls and social
safety nets. While officials claim stability in
key sectors, the underlying tone is one of
caution regarding global funding and
domestic purchasing power.

* Consumer Prices: High demand for basic
goods; meat and poultry are reported as

stable, but vegetable prices show upward

pressure.

* Humanitarian Funding: The WFP warns
of a funding gap that will halt aid to 4.4
million people in Somalia within months.

* Direct Assistance: National Aid Fund
payouts in Mafraq remain at approximately
130 JOD per household, a critical but
potentially insufficient floor for the lowest-
income earners.
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* Tourism Infrastructure: Promotion of the
Ajloun Cable Car suggests a strategic pivot
toward domestic tourism as a buffer
against volatile international traveler
numbers.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

While no sudden resignations or purges were
reported, the broadcasts highlighted the
consolidation of religious and intellectual
authority through key figures and
institutions.

* The Grand Mufti: Emerges as the
primary voice of social order,
successfully defending the state's religious
calendar against regional dissent and
validating it with scientific rhetoric.

* National Aid Fund Leadership:
Positioned as critical administrators of
stability, managing the distribution of
social safety nets in volatile governorates
like Mafraq.

e Nabil al-Mashini (Abu Awwad): The
posthumous celebration of his legacy
serves to institutionalize national
culture and provide a unifying figure
during Ramadan celebrations.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Jordan TV's editorial strategy for February 20,
2026, was nationalistic and reassuring.
The "Lead Story" was overwhelmingly the
start of Ramadan and the religious/scientific
justification provided by the Grand Mufti. This
took precedence over significant global news,
which was relegated to a late bulletin. The
tone regarding the domestic market was
optimistic but paternalistic, urging citizens
to be "rational" while promising government

protection. "Buried Stories" included the
specifics of the WFP funding shortfall—failing
to explore which nations had withdrawn
support—and the exact nature of the "strike"
Trump is considering against Iran. The
broadcast conspicuously omitted any
discussion of potential energy price spikes
that would logically follow a limited strike on
Iran, despite the obvious impact on the
Jordanian economy.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's reporting framed world leaders and
nations along a spectrum of aggressive
instability versus principled tradition. The
U.S. and Russia are portrayed as drivers of
kinetic risk, while Jordan and its religious
institutions are framed as stabilizers.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* United States / Donald Trump: Portrayed
as aggressive and volatile. His threat of a
"limited strike" on Iran is framed as a move
that could disrupt the entire regional order
if negotiations do not yield immediate
results.

* Iran / FM Araghchi: Portrayed as defiant
and unyielding. Araghchi's statements in

Geneva emphasize sovereignty and a

refusal to bow to U.S. enrichment demands.

* Russia / The Kremlin: Portrayed as
chaotic and embattled. The news
highlights their inability to confirm
diplomatic meetings on Ukraine while
reporting on constant drone threats in
Crimea.

* Jordan / The Grand Mufti: Portrayed as
principled and competent. He is the

"voice of reason" who uses science to
defend faith, ensuring national unity.
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NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

 World Food Programme (WFP):
Portrayed as weak and underfunded, a
victim of international indifference that will
lead to catastrophe in Somalia.

* Manaseer Group: Portrayed as a reliable
corporate partner in national safety and
infrastructure, particularly in the

istribution of linders.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The primary information operation of the day
was the assertion of Jordanian religious
sovereignty. By dedicating extensive airtime
to the Grand Mufti’s explanation of the moon
sighting methodology, the state media sought
to pre-emptively counter narratives from
other Islamic centers (like Riyadh or Cairo)
that might have started the fast on a different
day. This is a form of narrative seeding
designed to ensure that the Jordanian
population views their own state's religious
institutions as more ‘'scientific" and
"accurate" than their neighbors. The "spin" is
that Jordan is wuniquely able to balance
modern astronomy with ancient Sharia, a
claim intended to bolster the legitimacy of the
Hashemite state’s religious leadership.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Localized Economic Unrest: Despite
market monitoring, the
vegetable prices and the fixed nature of aid
in places like Mafraq may lead to small-
scale protests if Ramadan inflation exceeds
the 130 JOD support floor.

pressure on

* Regional Kinetic Escalation: Trump’s
"limited strike" rhetoric on Iran is likely a
negotiation tactic, but it increases the risk
of a miscalculation in the Persian Gulf that
could spike energy prices globally within
the next month.

* Migration Surge from Somalia: The halt
of WFP aid in April will almost certainly
trigger a new wave of migration and
regional instability that will stress Middle
Eastern border security by mid-2026.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
social activities and cultural events across
Jordan as the state uses Ramadan to occupy
the public consciousness and distract from
external security threats. Domestic markets
will face the most significant stress test of the
year as consumer demand peaks.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If WFP
funding does not materialize, a humanitarian
crisis in Somalia will force regional actors to
intervene or face massive refugee flows. The
outcome of the U.S.-Iran talks in Geneva will
determine whether the region enters a cycle
of military confrontation or returns to a tense
status quo.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Jordan will likely
continue to institutionalize its synthesis of
science and religion, potentially positioning
its religious academies as a regional model for
"moderate" and "rational" Islam, serving as a
soft-power counterweight to more
traditionalist or radical ideologies.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=JORDANTV_20260220_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=JORDANTV_20260220_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=JORDANTV_20260220_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=JORDANTV_20260220_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=JORDANTV_20260220_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=JORDANTV_20260220_173000

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Humanitarian Collapse in East Africa:
The WFP funding shortage threatens 4.4
million people. Triggers: Failure of donor
nations to meet  April deadlines.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Massive
regional instability and famine.
Mitigations: Immediate emergency
funding from GCC or G20 nations.

US-Iran Kinetic Confrontation: U.S.
threats of a "limited strike" could escalate
into full-scale war. Triggers: Collapse of
Geneva talks or Iranian enrichment
Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Global energy shock and regional
firestorm. Mitigations: Third-party
mediation (Oman/Qatar) to secure a stop-
gap deal.

milestones.

Domestic Food Price Inflation:
Ramadan-driven demand  outstripping
supply for essential perishables. Triggers:
Supply chain bottlenecks or merchant
hoarding. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Public discontent and erosion of trust in
state institutions. Mitigations: Aggressive
market policing and temporary import duty
waivers.

Cyber/Drone Escalation in Crimea:
Continued Ukrainian drone strikes on

* Social Safety Net Failure: Fixed aid

amounts (130 JOD) failing to meet basic
needs in Mafraq. Triggers: Unforeseen
utility price spikes or medical emergencies.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Localized
civil unrest. Mitigations: One-time

Ramadan bonuses for the most vulnerable
households.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e The broadcast mentions the U.S. hasn't

asked for an enrichment halt in Geneva, but
fails to specify what the U.S. is actually
demanding as a price for no-strikes.

There is a complete lack of data on the
origin of the 16 drones downed near
Crimea, which is critical for determining if
this is a shift in Ukrainian capability or a
failure in Russian AD systems.

The report on market stability for meat
neglects to mention the impact of global
grain prices on local livestock production
costs.

The National Aid Fund report in Mafraq
does not address the waitlist for
assistance, only discussing those who are
already receiving the 130 JOD.

Sevastopol could trigger asymmetric CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

Russian responses against NATO SCENARIOS
infrastructure. Triggers: A successful
strike on a high-value Russian asset.

* The Moon Sighting as a Diversion:

Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Escalation While presented as a religious debate, the
beyond the theater of operations. Grand Mufti’s lengthy explanation serves to

Mitigations: De-confliction lines and mask a coordinated political decision
among specific Arab states to delay the fast
for economic or logistical reasons, using
"science" as a convenient cover for state-
level interests.

restraint in strategic depth targeting.
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* Russian Drone Downings as a Psy-Op:
The claim that 16 drones were downed
near Crimea may be inflated by the Kremlin
to project an image of defensive
competence to a domestic audience
increasingly nervous about Ukrainian deep-
strike capabilities.

* Trump's Threat as a Bluff for Energy
Markets: Trump's strike threat on Iran
might not be aimed at Tehran at all, but at
global o0il producers to induce higher
output and stabilize domestic U.S. pump
prices before the summer driving season.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for regional fallout from
any "limited strike" on Iran, focusing on
protecting energy imports and regional
shipping lanes.

* Economic: Divert a portion of tourism
promotion funds to emergency food
subsidies if vegetable prices continue their
upward trajectory through Ramadan.

* Diplomatic: Use Jordan's "rational Sharia"

model as a diplomatic tool to lead a
regional council on religious-scientific
consensus, pre-empting future calendar
disputes.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: FMCG companies in
Jordan should anticipate high demand but
potential state intervention on pricing;
maintaining "rational" margins is critical to
avoiding regulatory scrutiny.

* Compliance: Investors in the regional gas
and energy sector should price in high
volatility risk due to the U.S.-Iran strike
rhetoric.

* Capital Allocation: The tourism sector in
Jordan, specifically projects like the Ajloun
Cable Car, should focus on local and
regional markets as a hedge against global
geopolitical instability.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day's legislative and policy activity was
centered on religious decrees and
executive monitoring of markets and social
aid, rather than formal parliamentary
legislation. The Grand Mufti's formal fatwa on
the moon sighting functioned as the most
significant "law" of the day, governing the
national schedule.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: No formal
bills were debated; however, the National
Aid Fund’s distribution policies in Mafraq
were highlighted as the operative social
welfare policy.

e HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: The
Grand Mufti’'s extended interview on

Ramadan sighting methodology; Iranian

FM Araghchi's statements in nev
regarding enrichment; WFP’s emergency
funding appeal for Somalia.

KEY STORIES

* Grand Mufti’s Ramadan Moon Sighting
Declaration: A comprehensive defense of
Jordan's decision to start fasting on
Thursday, utilizing both traditional sighting
and astronomical science.
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* U.S. Strike Threat Against Iran: Reports
that Trump is considering limited strikes if
Geneva talks on nuclear enrichment do not
reach a consensus.

* WFP Somalia Funding Crisis: The WFP
warns that 4.4 million people in Somalia
face imminent famine due to severe budget
shortfalls by April 2026.

* Crimean Drone Warfare: Russia claims
its air defenses downed 16 UKkrainian
drones following a drone attack on the port
city of Sevastopol.

* Mafraq Social Aid Distribution: The
National Aid Fund highlights support for
households in Mafraq receiving 130 JOD
monthly to alleviate poverty during
Ramadan.

* Ramadan Market Monitoring: Jordanian
officials report price stability in meat and
poultry markets but note consumer anxiety
over vegetable prices.

* Ajloun Cable Car Ramadan Program:
The launch of a new tourism initiative at
the Ajloun Cable Car, including Ramadan
tents and reduced prices for children.

* Quranic Linguistic Lecture: An academic
discussion on the universality and flexibility
of the Quran as a foundation for modern
legal and social systems.

* Tribute to Nabil al-Mashini: A segment
honoring the legacy of the Jordanian actor,
focusing on his iconic "Abu Awwad"
character and his contribution to national
culture.

* Islamic Rulings on Fasting: Detailed

Q&A sessions on the legalities of fasting

while traveling (the 80km rule) and medical
questions like swallowing phlegm.

* Wadi Rum Historical Inscriptions: A

deep dive into the military and linguistic
history of Wadi Rum, from Pharaonic

inscriptions to the military tactics of Khalid
ibn al-Walid.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

h ://bl 1tproj rg/announcing-our-

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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