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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 20, 2026, is characterized by a high-
stakes convergence of institutional legislative
reforms and escalating domestic instability.
The Nigerian government is attempting to
navigate a contentious transition in its
electoral framework with the signing of the
Electoral Act 2026,
immediate criticism from civil society for
failing to mandate electronic result
transmission, potentially undermining the
credibility of the 2027 general elections.
Simultaneously, a fiscal overhaul aimed at
ensuring direct remittance of oil and gas
revenues from the NNPCL to the federation
account reflects a desperate effort to stabilize
a economy burdened by a total public debt of
153.29 trillion naira. Market sentiment
remains cautiously optimistic as the Naira
trades sub-1400 to the dollar, bolstered by the
inaugural visit of the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD).

which has drawn

On the security front, the state's capacity is
being tested by a series of high-casualty
incidents and emerging militant threats. A
deadly gas leak at a mining site in Plateau
State has claimed at least 33 to 38 lives,
exposing severe regulatory failures in the
solid minerals sector. In the North, the state
police and military are mobilizing against the
"Lakurawa" militants in Kebbi and Sokoto,
while the FCT faces a controversial 22-hour
curfew ahead of area council elections, a
move described as "draconian" by opposition
figures. Internationally, the landscape is
dominated by United Nations findings of
genocide in Sudan and the launch of a
"Board of Peace" for Gaza by U.S. President
Donald Trump, highlighting a shift toward
unilateral geopolitical brokerage.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Electoral Act 2026 and Institutional
Distrust: The presidency has signed the
new electoral bill into law, but the
discretionary power given to INEC
regarding electronic results has sparked a
backlash from civil society and political
analysts who fear a "missed opportunity"
for transparency. Legislative intent is being
questioned as the wultimate authority
remains a physical document (Form EC8A)
rather than the electronic IReV portal.

* Plateau Mining Tragedy and Regulatory
Collapse: A gas incident in Wase Local
Government has resulted in 37 fatalities,
with preliminary reports citing carbon
monoxide and sulfide compounds. The
incident highlights the systemic failure of
the Ministry of Solid Minerals to enforce
safety standards and control illegal mining
activities.
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* Fiscal Transparency  and NNPCL
Overhaul: A new executive order
mandates the direct remittance of oil
revenues into the federation account,
bypassing the NNPCLs historical pattern of
non-remittance. This move aims to block
revenue leakages but is viewed by some as
a '"paper policy" that lacks structural
implementation depth.

International Entry of the EBRD:
Nigeria has officially joined the EBRD as a
shareholder, with its president visiting to
assess investments in the private sector,
green energy, and the national power grid,
signaling a pivot toward multilateral
development support to offset high
borrowing costs.

U.S. Geopolitical Brokerage and UN
Findings: President Donald Trump has
proposed a Board of Peace for Gaza,
involving a $7 billion transformation plan,
while the UN has concluded that genocide
occurred in Sudan's El Fasher region,
committed by the Rapid Support Forces
(RSF).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
military and police have intensified patrols
in Kebbi and Sokoto to counter Lakurawa
militants crossing from Niger. In the
Western Naval Command, "Operation
Awkward" has been launched to secure
maritime assets and improve seamanship
proficiency amidst global ranking

improvements for the Nigerian Navy.

* Civil Unrest & Social Order: The FCT
Minister Nyesom Wike has imposed a 22-
hour movement restriction for local
elections, triggering intense debate over
the necessity of such measures in a
democratic system. In Lagos, commercial
drivers are protesting a ban on "Korope"
minibuses, highlighting friction between
urban modernization and informal
livelihoods.

* Macroeconomics & Trade: Nigeria's
public debt has surged to 153.29 trillion
naira, with a heavy reliance on domestic
bonds. The DMO reports that domestic
debt now stands at 81.81 trillion naira.
Corporate listing activities continue, with
Dangote Cement issuing 119.87 billion

naira in commercial paper.

* Global Health & Biosecurity: The NCDC
has confirmed 318 Lassa Fever cases and
70 deaths across the country, with five
states accounting for 91% of the burden.
Healthcare workers are increasingly
affected, raising concerns about hospital-
based transmissions.

* Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: High-
profile defamation suits and interim
injunctions against activists like Sowore
and Sahara Reporters suggest a trend of
using the judiciary to suppress allegations
against high-ranking officials. Meanwhile, a
1949 judgment awarding 420 million
pounds to massacred coal miners in Enugu
is being forwarded to the UK for
enforcement, demonstrating an attempt at
historical restorative justice.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Illusion of Technological Reform
A recurring theme across the day's transcripts
is the tension between technological
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advancement and institutional manual
control. While the government touts digital
innovation in health (digitizing 514 malaria
providers in Lagos) and aviation (MTN'’s free
Wi-Fi rollout at airports), the electoral domain
shows a deliberate retreat from technological
mandates. The argument that "Nigeria lacks
total network coverage" is being weaponized
as a "proviso" to allow for manual result
manipulation, despite data showing 93%
internet penetration at polling units. This
suggests that while the state adopts
technology for service delivery, it remains
resistant to its application in areas of power
accountability.

Elite Factionalism and 2031 Succession
Signaling

The discourse surrounding the "El-Rufai vs.
Nuhu Ribadu" conflict signals that the real
political contest is already shifting toward the
2031 post-Tinubu landscape. Analysts suggest
that the systematic "demolition" of opposition
personalities using anti-corruption agencies
(EFCC/ICPC) is a preemptive strategy to clear
the path for the President’s perceived tapped
successor, NSA Nuhu Ribadu. This narrative
frames current anti-corruption efforts not as
principled governance, but as political
warfare against "unwanted" elites who were
once "poster boys" of previous
administrations.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The internal stability of Nigeria is under
severe strain from elite infighting and
grassroots vulnerability. Factional battles

within the APC led to violence at world
congresses, with reports of assaults and

hospitalizations. The Osun State payroll
audit has sparked a major controversy, with a
private consultant claiming the discovery of

15,000 ghost  workers, while  the
government claims the audit is "politically
motivated" and that two-thirds of those
flagged are verified staff. This
institutional decay is exacerbated by the
Plateau mine tragedy, where villagers were
reportedly mining unsafe sites ceded to them
as "empowerment" by a licensed company,
suggesting that economic desperation is being
managed through lethal deregulation.
Public sentiment is further soured by low
housing supply in Lagos, where a shift
toward luxury properties and unregulated
short-term rentals (Airbnbs) is pricing out the
working class, leading to a loss of government
mandate in urban centers.

active

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Nigeria is framing its global posture as a
leader in African reform, actively
participating in the G-24 and G20 processes
to advocate for the "Bretton Woods II"
initiative. The state is positioning itself as a
zone of economic opportunity, leveraging a
$20 billion Shell commitment and its new
shareholder status in the EBRD to attract
private capital. However, this posture is
reactive to the hostile trade environment
signaled by U.S. President Trump’s 10%
global tariffs following a Supreme Court
ruling. The international system is portrayed
as increasingly bifurcated, with Global South
nations accepting Trump’s "Board of Peace"
for Gaza while European nations remain
reluctant, fearing it rivals the UN. Nigeria
seeks to navigate this by deepening ties with
"middle powers" like Madagascar and the
Beninese film industry while managing its
domestic humanitarian optics in light of UN
reports on neighboring Sudan.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is marked by
volatile debt profiles and a aggressive shift
toward non-oil revenue targets to secure a
medium-term growth rate of 7%.

e Total Public Debt: Reached 153.29 trillion
naira by Q3 2025.

* Currency Performance: The Naira gained
0.4% this week, trading sub-1,400 as the
CBN intervened to stabilize prices at
1330-1345 levels.

* Stock Market Sentiment: The All Share
Index (ASI) surged nearly 6% this week,
hitting 193,000-194,000 levels, driven by
revised pension fund investment limits and
banking sector gains.

* Inflation Data: January inflation
moderated slightly to 15.10%, opening a
window for potential MPC rate cuts.

0Oil Sector Performance: Production is
steady at 1.5 million barrels per day,
with prices hovering around $70-$71 per
barrel, though projections warn of a drop
to $60 if a U.S.-Iran deal is signed.

* Corporate Debt: Dangote Cement issued
119.87 billion naira in commercial paper,
signaling a thawing of the private debt
market.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political maneuvering within the
administration reflects high-level succession

planning and a strategic redeployment of
resources.

* Aliko Dangote: The Dangote Group
founder is stepping into a more executive
operational  role as Director for
Commercial, Refinery, and Petrochemicals,
leaving the "NASCON baby" to his sister,
indicating a focus on finishing the refinery's
commercial ramp-up.

e Nuhu Ribadu (NSA): Positioned as the
President’s tapped successor for 2031,
currently leading a "demolition" of political
rivals like Nasir El-Rufai via security
reports.

* Nasir El-Rufai: Currently the target of
intense investigation by EFCC and ICPC;
his exclusion from the cabinet and
subsequent legal battles signal his status as
a ‘"political outlier" in the current
administration.

0Odili (EBRD President): Her first visit to
Sub-Saharan Africa as EBRD President
signals a major leadership commitment to
Nigeria’s private sector energy transition.

e Prince Andrew (UK): His arrest for

misconduct in public office and 11 hours in

custody serves as a significant international
leadership scandal highlighted in the
domestic broadcast.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

ChannelsTV adopts a distracting and
reassuring editorial posture, frequently
burying critical reports of government failure
under segments about corporate awards and
high-society celebrations. The lead stories
were dominated by the Plateau mine tragedy
and the FCT election preparations, creating a
sense of local urgency. However, critical
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geopolitical shifts like Trump's tariffs and
the UN genocide report were relegated to the
"Around the World" sections late in the
broadcast. The conspicuous omission of
detailed investigative reporting on the
"technical glitch" of the 2023 elections, even
as the 2026 Electoral Act is signed, suggests a
reluctance to challenge the state's narrative
on institutional integrity. The tone regarding
the budget was skeptical, emphasizing the
"abrakadabra" nature of fiscal planning, but
the segment on Dangote was highly
nationalistic and promotional.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is framed as a volatile but
transactional arena where
statecraft is the primary currency. Leaders
are characterized based on their ability to
exert control over their respective spheres.

economic

* United States / Donald Trump: Portrayed
as strong and disruptive. His "Board of
Peace" initiative for Gaza is framed as an
attempt to bypass traditional multilateral

institutions. Quote: "I suspect... the
concerns might be valid that the board
could really rival the United Nations."

Nigeria / President Tinubu: Framed as
principled and reformer-oriented in his
fiscal policies, but weak or potentially
corrupt in his handling of electoral
transparency. The network highlights his
"bold and nstitutionall roun
reform" for oil revenue but remains critical
of his team's "paper policies."

* Sudan / RSF: Framed as violent and
chaotic. The UN report characterizes them
as a genocidal force conducting a
"campaign of destruction" against non-Arab
communities.

* United Kingdom / Kier Starmer:
Portrayed as inept and under pressure,
facing "predictable chaos" and a surge from
the Reform UK party.

* EBRD / Multinational Finance: Framed
as competent and stabilizing. Their entry
into the Nigerian market is seen as a "step

forward" in m rnizing infrastr re.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding (Flectoral Act): The
government is seeding the narrative that
network coverage is the primary
bottleneck for electronic transmission to
justify keeping the "manual proviso,"
despite conflicting technical data from the
NCC and telecom operators. Position
papers from 2021 are being resurrected by
analysts to debunk state claims.

Psychological Operations (FCT
Curfew): The imposition of a 22-hour
curfew for local elections is analyzed as a
tactic to suppress voter turnout and
create an environment of "desperation"
rather than legitimate security concern.

Wiretapping Allegations: Claims that
Israeli technology is being used to hack
the phones of political opponents represent
a clear instance of information warfare,
aimed at intimidating the opposition and
seeding distrust within elite circles.

Ghost Worker Propaganda: The Osun
State payroll dispute features heavy use of
"politically motivated" labeling to discredit
an audit that may have found legitimate
systemic fraud.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Electoral Delitigimacy: If the 2027
elections rely on the 2026 Act's manual
fallback, Nigeria faces a high probability of
a post-election judicial crisis similar to
2023, as Form EC8A will likely remain a
"collision point" for miraculous figures.
Abrakadabra results are expected in rural
areas with low surveillance.

Fiscal Tightening: The direct remittance
order for NNPCL will lead to an intermal
liquidity crunch for the o0il giant,
potentially slowing refinery maintenance or
capital projects as funds are diverted to
meet state debt obligations.

Mining Marshal Crackdown: The Plateau
tragedy will trigger a militarized
crackdown on artisanal mining, potentially
pushing rural communities into the hands
of local bandit groups as their primary
livelihoods are ‘'regulated" into non-
existence. Outcomes of the investigation
will likely favor sanctions over structural
safety reforms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Anticipate
increased civil society protests and
litigation against the Electoral Act 2026.
Expect social friction in Lagos following the
enforcement of the minibus ban. The FCT
area council elections will serve as a test
case for security response and voter apathy
under curfew.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The EBRD
will likely finalize its first technical
assistance packages for the national grid.
NCDC will struggle to contain Lassa Fever
as agricultural practices remain unchanged
in "hot spot" states. 2024 budget arrears
will begin to be paid, providing short-term
liquidity to contractors.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The 2031
succession battle will drive a more
aggressive purge of political heavyweights.
Nigeria’s move toward a "non-oil revenue"
state will either strengthen the social
contract or, more likely, lead to mass tax
evasion and informal sector growth as
services like housing and security continue
to fail. Paris-style housing goals are
unlikely to be met, leading to urban slums
expansion.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The risk landscape is dominated by
institutional failure and emerging non-state
threats.

* Risk: EFElectoral Legitimacy Collapse.
Triggers: Disparities between IReV uploads
and Form ECB8A during the FCT elections.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic
social unrest and divestment. Mitigations:
Amending the Electoral Act to make

electronic transmission mandatory.

* Risk: Sovereignty Breach by Lakurawa
Militants. Triggers: Successful capture of
a local government headquarters in Sokoto
or Kebbi. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Displacement of thousands and disruption
of food supply. Mitigations: Joint cross-
border patrols with Nigerien forces.
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Risk: Lassa Fever Pandemic Escalation.
Triggers: Infection of significant numbers
of medical students and urban-wide rat
infestations. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Severe strain on a already underfunded

health system. Mitigations: Rapid
deployment of response teams and

community education.

Risk: Sovereign Debt Default. Triggers:
Continued  underperformance of oil
revenues and inability to meet the 15.10%
inflation target. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Exclusion from international
capital markets and  hyperinflation.
Mitigations: Enforcing direct oil
remittances and reducing the 58 trillion
budget quantum.

Risk: Urban Housing Riots in Lagos.
Triggers: Mass evictions due to short-term
rental Likelihood: Low to
Moderate. Impact: Major disruption of the
nation's commercial hub. Mitigations:

Capping Airbnb nights to 30-90 per year as

seen in European cities.

conversions.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Technical Nature of "Glitches": The
broadcasts fail to specify exactly which
hardware or software failed during the
2023 elections, making current arguments
for "technological impossibility" unverified.
Network coverage data is cited but never
reconciled with INEC’s internal technical
reports.

Militant Origin: The "Lakurawa" militants
are mentioned as crossing from Niger, but
there is zero analysis of their funding,
affiliation (ISWAP vs. Al-Qaeda), or ultimate
strategic goals in Nigeria. Preliminary
suspicion is all that is provided.

Mining Industry Transparency: While
Wase is being investigated, the ownership
structure of "Solid Unit Nigeria Limited"
and its alleged political ties are completely
ignored by the network, despite reports of
it ceding sites to villages. Dan China is
mentioned but not interrogated.

Sudan Drone Sources: The UN finds
genocide, but the suppliers of the drones
fueling the Sudan conflict are omitted,
which is critical for understanding regional
bi-bloc interference.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Ribadu Purge" as Stabilizer:
Contrary to the "political warfare" view, the
aggressive targeting of El-Rufai and others
could be a desperate cleanup of a system
so corrupted that only a total removal of
the "old guard" poster boys can prevent an
internal state collapse. The NSA may be
acting as a "Janitor" rather than a
candidate.

Electoral Act as a "Safety Valve":
Mainstream criticism assumes the "proviso"
is for fraud; however, a contrarian view
suggests it is a national security safety
valve to prevent the collapse of the state if
cyber-warfare (possibly Israeli or Russian)
target the election servers. r ri
risk is cited but not elaborated upon.
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* Black Swan Event: The SpaceX Falcon 9
failure leading to a mass fallout of lithium
debry could cause a localized

environmental disaster or trigger a global

* Compliance: Mining companies should

immediately audit site safety gear and
community agreements to avoid "license
ceding" liabilities which the government is

now vowing to threaten sanctions over.

* Capital Allocation: Focus on high-yield
short-term corporate debt (commercial
paper) while the stock market remains at
"bubble" territory (ASI > 190k). Dangote

Cement listing provides a blueprint for
liquidity.

"space traffic" regulatory crisis that halts
satellite-based internet (Starlink) in rural
Nigeria, making electronic result
transmission truly impossible. 1 million
satellites in space creates a high-density
collision risk.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

For Statecraft/Public Sector: The day was dominated by the finalizing of the

FElectoral Act 2026, which redefined the
legal framework for the 2027 elections by
formalizing discretionary transmission.
Simultaneously, the Petroleum Industry Act
(PIA) underwent a de-facto amendment via
executive order to streamline fiscal flows.
Presidential executive orders are increasingly
being used to bypass legislative "lacunas."

* Security: Transition from "Operation
Awkward" to a Permanent Maritime
Policing Force to secure coastal
infrastructure from the 500+ hoodlums
already removed. Anti-crime patrols must
be 24/7 and digitized.

* Economic: Implement real-time revenue
monitoring dashboards for the NNPCL
direct remittance order to prevent
"secondary leakages" at the point of
federation account entry. Blocking revenue Signed into law to set a 300-day notice

leakages requires more than an executive for elections and define the role of IReV;
order. strategic intent is to manage the 2027

timeline and "glitch" liabilities.

 BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Electoral Act Amendment Bill 2026:

* Diplomatic: Leverage the EBRD
shareholding to lobby for “green o Tax Reform Bill: Faces intense criticism
development" exceptions to Trump's 10% for "speaking big grammar" without

transparency; strategic intent is to
expand the tax-to-GDP ratio to 18%.
Criticized lav.

o Petroleum Industry Act
Amendments: Ongoing internal review
to collapse "frontier basing" funds into
the federation account. $3 billion wasted
previously.

global tariffs. Nigeria must position its G-24
membership to negotiate as a bloc.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Agricultural investors must
factor in a 50% harvest loss due to
storage/logistics gaps and prioritize "hot
spot” states for climate-resilient
warehouses. 9 harv is w
currently.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Senate Committee on
Appropriations: Grilling of the finance

minister over the 58.19 trillion budget
and why it is not being funded.

o G-24 Technical Group Meeting: Abuja
gathering to discuss global volatility and
r ncertain

o FCT Election Briefing: Resident
Electoral Commissioner Amino Idris
declaring all-clear despite movement
restrictions.

KEY STORIES

Wase Mining Disaster: A deadly gas leak
at a Plateau State mining site kills between
33 and 38 people, leading to a immediate

closure of site 11810. Preliminary
investigation blames carbon monoxide.

The "Timeless Twins" at 75: Chief Mrs.
Taiwo Taiwo and Dr. Mrs. Kehinde Dina
celebrate 75 years of philanthropy and
medicine in Lagos high society.

FCT Area Council Elections Curfew:
Minister Nyesom Wike imposes a 22-hour
curfew from Friday 8 PM to Saturday 6 PM,
sparking democratic concerns.

Sudan Genocide Findings: UN mission
concludes that RSF committed acts of
genocide in El Fasher, including ethnic
cleansing and starvation tactics.

Ribadu-FEl-Rufai Wiretapping
Allegations: Reports surface that NSA
Ribadu may have hacked the phone of
Nasir El-Rufai, framing it as a "personal
vendetta" with official agenda.

Lassa Fever Crisis: 70 Nigerians dead as
epidemic enters its 7th week, with 1,469
suspected cases nationwide.

* Interpol Operation Red Card 2.0:
Crackdown across 16 African countries

leads to 650 arrests and recovery of $4.3

million from online investment scams.

* En 1 Miner ment: En

High Court awards 420 million pounds to
victims of the 1949 Iva Valley massacre for

enforcement in the UK.

e L Mini Pr : mmercial
drivers gather to protest the ban on Korope
minibuses on the Island corridor.

* SpaceX Falcon 9 Failure: Lithium plumes

detected 100km within the atmosphere

following a rocket failure, raising space
ri llution concern

* Nigerian Stock Market Peak: Total
equities value hits 124 trillion naira, with
triple-digit percentage gains in gold-related
stocks.

* Prince Andrew Misconduct Arrest: The
Duke of York detained for 11 hours at Raoyal
Lodge regarding misconduct in public
office.

* EBRD Nigeria Entry: Bank president Odili
visits Abuja and Tagos to finalize

shareholder agreements and technical grid
support.

* APC World Congress Violence: Ondo
State  stakeholder meeting violently
disrupted by miscreants, resulting in
hospitalizations.

* Lagos Malaria Elimination: State
government announces 95% of fever cases
are not malaria, following mandatory
testing and digitization of 514 providers.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
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around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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