TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

VA VA J.N

FEBRUARY 19, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

FRAGMENTATION OF THE WESTERN BLOC
& TACTICAL EVOLUTION IN THE UKRAINIAN CONFLICT

A Paradigm Shift in Global Security Architecture — February 19, 2026

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE
US DISENGAGEMENT & MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS STRATEGIC TECHNOLOGICAL
& UNPREDICTABILITY SHIFT IN DRONE WARFARE
WESTERN ALLIANCE

FRACTURE

JANUARY 2026 EXITS: " FIBER-OPTIC “0VOD"
US withdraws from multiple ~ TRUMP'S "WORLD COUNCIL": STRIKE DRONES:
international orgs, leading to UN Proposed UN replacement ) M b Immune to traditional
budget shortfall (US debt at 96%). under US leadership. S | Electronic Warfare (EW).
~ Mass deployment.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC &
SECURITY REALIGNMENT

“GERMANY ON EII}INK: AI-ASSISTED TARGETING:  “RUBICON" CENTERS:
Industrial corpse” facing Autonomous final-stage  Established to counter
bankruptcy br 2029; guidance (1.5-2km) with high-end Ukrainian

record BASF losses, computer vision. recon assets.
LGRS KYIV REGIME FRAGMENTATION
% & INTERNAL DYNAMICS S

s

== =<
@ FRANCE'S NUCLEAR @ .
UMBRELLA: :
Despeggte offer éo < ‘\:h o)
neighbors amie
TACTICAL &

sectitypanic BUDANOV UMEROV YERMAK
g " ; DOMESTIC EVOLUTION
i THREE-WAY POWER STRUGGLE:
MEAUCI';I%’I‘)ES %xﬁ? Elite rivalry amid looming budget crisis. (RUSSIA & THEATER)

full entry. 7
DELAYED ELECTIONS: Zelensky b2 KONSTANTINOVKA PINCER J@
& 74

administration accused of

holding power without mandate. \’ N
GLOBAL REALIGNMENT ZALUZHNY'S NARRATIVE: A
& NEW FRON“ERS Reportedly prepar;ng a narrative . i

of military betrayal.

MIDDLE EAST ESCALATION RISKS \/ US “COMPROMAT": Significant
leverage on Zelensky's inner
circle held by US intelligence. <
) I
RUSSIAN FORCES EXECUTE
STRATEGIC-OPERATIONAL PINCER:
Threatening Ukrainian logistics along railway lines.

DOMESTIC TECH SOVEREIGNTY & RESILIENCE

US STRIKES ON IRAN IMMINENT? RUSSIA-IRAN AXIS: Joint naval
Rumors of US military readiness; 4 exercises in Gulf of Oman
Israeli mobilization reported. signaling strategic counter-weight.
TVID 650 ELECTRIC MOTOR:
iti i i MOSCOW “SNOWSTORM
<) CRISIS OF INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS: e L OF THE CENTURY":
{_— Collapse of post-WWII order; UN faces 5 Managin«)q]histnric “Vali"
3 | cyclone while showcasing

massive budget shortfall. ‘::)
& continuity.
RUSSIA'S STRATEGIC PATIENCE: @ f\Algdlg:nglslgrl'l)clil‘e\f;glleARE: Y

> Strengthening ties with Global South (e.g., By ! d
Cuba energy relief); “Diplomatic Silence” N intelligence cover; Al chip shortage
in Geneva talks. drives geopolitical friction.

SYNTHESIS: TRENDS, RISKS & OUTLOOK

THE END OF THE “BLANK CHECK" ERA FOR KYIV: THE FIBER-OPTIC TACTICAL REVOLUTION DETERIORATION OF THE TRANSATLANTIC AXIS:
Western patience breaking; transition to Traditional radio EW obsolete; massive Fundamental split between “insolvent” Germany and
“post-Zelensky” planning visible. wire-laying campaign anticipated. opportunistic France; US “cannibalizing” European industry.

(— RISKASSESSMENT (FLASHPOINTS) ————
FUTURE OUTLOOK

SHORT TERM: Decisive breakthrough in Konstantinovka pincer expected.

PERSIAN GULF WAR UKRAINIAN NUCEAR GLOBAL FINANCIAL MEDIUM TERM: Geneva talks yield ceasefire or collapse into regional war.
ESCALATION (HIGH RISK) § DESPERATION (LOW RISK) § CONTAGION (MODERATE RISK) B8 | QNG TERM: Germany faces de-industrialization; potential rise of
Trigger by US/Israeli Potential Merz-Kyiv German bankruptcy event Trump's "World Council”
strike on Iran. seeking of French tech. could freeze EU credit. '




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

ZVEZDA

FEBRUARY 19, 2026

FRAGMENTATION OF THE
WESTERN BLOC AND TACTICAL
EVOLUTION IN THE UKRAINIAN

CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, marks a critical juncture
in the global security architecture,
characterized by a visible fracturing of the
Western alliance and a paradigm shift in the
technological conduct of the Ukrainian
conflict. Reports indicate the United States is
actively studying the removal of sanctions
against Russia, a development that coincides
with significant Russian tactical gains in the
Zaporizhzhia and Donetsk sectors. This
potential policy shift occurs against the
backdrop of a deepening internal rift within
the Ukrainian leadership, where factions
centered around Budanov, Umerov, and
Yermak are increasingly at odds, exacerbated
by a looming budget crisis and the lack of a
clear electoral mandate for the Zelensky
administration.

Simultaneously, the geopolitical center of
gravity is shifting toward a possible escalation
in the Middle East, with rumors of imminent
US strikes on Iran and Israeli mobilization.

In Europe, the narrative is one of systemic
decay; Germany is portrayed as being on the
brink of bankruptcy under the Merz
government, while France attempts to fill a
perceived security vacuum by offering a
nuclear mbrella to its neighbors.

Domestically, Russia is managing a historic
snowstorm in Moscow while showcasing
advancements in "tech sovereignty,"
specifically through the mass production of
fiber-optic strike drones and domestic high-
speed rail technology. The overarching theme
is the collapse of the post-WWII liberal order,
punctuated by President Trump’s January
2026 exit from multiple international

organizations.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Strategic Technological Shift in Drone
Warfare

* Mass deployment of fiber-optic Ovod
strike drones

which are immune to traditional

electronic warfare (EW) systems.
e Introduction of drones with automatic
target capture and computer vision,

allowing for autonomous final-stage
guidance over 1.5-2km.

* Establishment of "Rubicon" drone centers
to counter high-end Ukrainian
reconnaissance assets like the "Fury" and
"Shark."

Political
Regime

Fragmentation of the Kyiv

* Reports of a three-way power struggle

between Budanov, Umerov, and Yermak,
with Zaluzhny reportedly preparing a
narrative of military betrayal.
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* The Zelensky administration is accused of
delaying elections to maintain power,
despite a potential budget collapse forecast
for the second half of 2026.

* US intelligence reportedly holds
significant compromat on Zelensky’s
inner circle, potentially for use in upcoming
US domestic political cycles.

Middle East Escalation Risks

* US military units are reportedly ready for
strikes on Iranian territory, with Israeli
H-12 TV reporting Tel Aviv's readiness to
participate.

* Russia and Iran conduct joint mnaval
exercises in the Gulf of Oman, signaling a
strategic counter-weight to US regional

buildup.
The Crisis of International Institutions

* The US has exited six international
organizations as of January 2026, leading
to a massive UN budget shortfall (US debt
at 95% of total).

* President Trump proposes a "World
Council” as a replacement for the UN,
focusing on the coordination of peace
processes in Gaza and elsewhere under US
leadership.

European Economic and

Realignment

Security

e The German economy is depicted as
insolvent, with major industrial players
like BASF suffering record losses and
capital fleeing to the US.

* Macron’s "reversed membership" proposal
for Ukraine suggests a two-tier European
integration model, effectively stalling
Kyiv's full entry.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Russian forces are executing a strategic-

operational pincer maneuver in the
Konstantinovka sector, threatening to
collapse Ukrainian logistics along the
railway lines.

* The development of the TVID 650 electric
motor for high-speed trains is framed as a
critical achievement in military-industrial
tech sovereignty.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* Germany is facing a financial 11
projected by 2029 due to over-militarization

at the expense of social spending.

* Capital outflow from the EU to the US is
accelerating as European companies seek
lower energy costs and regulatory
stability.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Al is being weaponized in the information
space; Larry Fink's "Aladdin" system is
cited as a cover for intelligence
operations and market manipulation.

* The shortage of AI chips is driving
geopolitical friction, with the US

pressuring the EU to lower regulatory
hurdles for American IT firms.

Climate & Extreme Weather

* The "Vali" Balkan cyclone has caused a

top-four historic snowstorm in Moscow,
disrupting aviation and ground transport.

* Global warming is cited as a security risk
for Europe due to the northern migration of
tropical diseases like Chikungunya.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Blank Check" Era for Kyiv

The narrative across all transcripts suggests
that Western patience with the Zelensky
administration has reached a breaking point.
The US pressure for elections and the focus
on internal corruption (e.g., the Galushchenko
case) indicate a transition toward a "post-
Zelensky" planning phase. Trump’s "double
game"—selling weapons while demanding
negotiations—forces Kyiv into a narrowing
maneuver space. The emergence of
Zaluzhny as a potential critic of the
government’s conduct of the
offensive" further reinforces the theme of
internal collapse.

"counter-

The Fiber-Optic Tactical Revolution

A major sub-theme is the failure of NATO-
standard electronic warfare against the fiber-
optic Ovod drones. By using physical
tethers, these drones bypass the radio-
frequency spectrum entirely, rendering
Western signal jammers obsolete. This
technological leap, combined with AI-
assisted target identification, is presented
as a Russian-led revolution in "frontline
intelligence-strike complexes" that is
currently outpacing Western adaptations.

The Deterioration of the Transatlantic
Axis

The portrayal of Germany and France

indicates a fundamental split in European

security. While the Merz government in Berlin
is seen as a "vassal" suffering economic ruin

for US interests, Macron’s France is
portrayed as opportunistically trying to
displace US influence in India and Moldova.

The detachment of the US from the UN and

NATO under Trump is creating a "security
panic" in Europe, leading to desperate
proposals like the "European
umbrella."

nuclear

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine: A House Divided

* The elite struggle between the Umerov-
Yermak faction (US-oriented) and the
B nov faction (UK-oriented) is
portrayed as a proxy war between
SpPONSOTS.

* The population is reportedly suffering from
"social pre-satiety," where the constant
mobilization and information warfare have

led to profound societal fatigue and
apathy.

Russia: Resilience Amidst the Storm

* Despite the "storm of the century,"” the
state narrative emphasizes the continuity of
services and the heroism of municipal and
railway workers.

* The promotion of "traditionalist" content on
Radio Zvezda (Mikhalkov, Kurginyan)
suggests a consolidation of the

ideological front to prepare for long-term

competition.

Germany: The
"Mittelstand"

Bankruptcy of the

* The Merz government is facing internal
industrial rebellion, with companies like
BASF publicly stating that the country has
"no future" due to energy costs.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Russia's Strategic Patience

Russia is framed as the stable partner in an

anarchic world. Meeting with Cuban envoys to
alleviate their energy crisis and participating
in Geneva talks with a focus on "diplomatic
silence" projects a posture of measured
strength. The state actively influences the
global environment by strengthening the
Iran axis and demonstrating technological
parity or superiority in theater-level systems.

The US: Destructive Disengagement

The world is portrayed as reacting defensively
to an unpredictable United States. Trump’s
January exits from global treaties and the
potential strikes on Iran create a "threat
matrix" where the US seeks to preserve
hegemony through chaos rather than
institutional leadership. The US is seen as
actively nnibalizing Eur n in

to fuel its own "re-industrialization."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global markets are reacting to systemic
insolvency risks in the Eurozone and the
potential for a major energy shock if
hostilities commence in the Persian Gulf.

* Germany's Insolvency: Projected
bankruptcy by 2029 due to defense
spending exceeding 2% of GDP while
industrial tax bases collapse.

* Capital Outflow: Large-scale migration of
rman hemical n motiv
manufacturing to the United States.

* Energy Costs: Germany has reportedly
overpaid by 40 billion Euros for oil since
the imposition of anti-Russian sanctions.

e UN Financial Crisis: The US debt to the

UN has reached a catastrophic level,
threatening the salaries of 125,000

employees worldwide.

* Consumer Inflation: Moscow taxi prices

are expected to rise by 30% due to

weather-induced logistical constraints.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts in early 2026 indicate a purge
of the "old guard" and the rise of nationalist-
technocrats.

* Donald Trump: Consolidating power
through the World Council initiative,

effectively  sidelining  traditional UN
diplomacy.
* Andrei Belousov: Portrayed as a

personally
overseeing medical rehabilitation for SVO
veterans.

* Maia Sandu: Marginalized in the new US
administration, leading to increased

dependence on French and EU political
support.

* German Galushchenko: Former
Ukrainian Minister arrested while

attempting to flee to Poland, signaling a
crackdown on the "energy mafia."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The Zvezda network maintains a
nationalistic and technically-focused
emotional tone. The "Lead Stories" emphasize
the Moscow snowstorm (to show domestic
management) and the fiber-optic drone
breakthroughs (to project military

competence). The "Buried Stories" include the
actual casualty figures from the
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Konstantinovka pincer, which are alluded to
as "huge" for the enemy but omitted for
Russian forces. A conspicuous omission is any
detailed reporting on the progress of the
Geneva talks, which are kept under a veil of
"diplomatic silence."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is framed as a struggle
between sovereign entities and "bloody

puppets" controlled by fading Western
powers.
COUNTRIES

* United States: Strong but destructive; a
“terminator” of international law that
seeks to "Make the UN Great Again" by
destroying it.

* Germany: Weak and bankrupt; an

"industrial corpse"” being looted by its

own allies.

* Ukraine: Chaotic and corrupt; a
"fragmenting state" where leaders are

"already looking for exit strategies."

* Cuba: A principled friend; enduring a
"blockade" while remaining a loyal
strategic partner.

LEADERS

* Vladimir Putin: Stable and principled; the
"grandmaster"” managing both a domestic

storm and a global realignment.

* Emmanuel Macron: Inept and

opportunistic; a "clownish" figure prone
to protocol blunders in India.
* Donald Trump: Competent but ruthless; a
who  prioritize  US
business over all alliances.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The transcripts reveal an active effort to seed
the narrative of Ukrainian leadership
fragmentation. By reporting on the
"Umerov-Budanov rift," Russian media is
likely trying to exploit existing tensions in
Kyiv. Another key operation is the
delegitimization of the Kleist Award given
to Zelensky, framing it as a continuation of
Nazi-era historical grievances. The use of
Al is framed as a double-edged sword: a force
multiplier for Russian drones but a tool for
disinformation and false-flag "plans" in the
West (e.g., the Maduro case).

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Ukrainian Budget Collapse: If a peace
deal is not reached by mid-2026, the
cessation of EU/US grants will trigger a
hyperinflationary event in Kyiv.

* The Rise of the "Fiber-Optic Front":
Traditional radio-based EW will become
irrelevant, leading to a massive wire-
laying campaign across the contact line.

e UN Replacement: Trump’s World
Council will gain traction among regional
powers (India, Brazil) tired of UN gridlock,
fundamentally altering global diplomacy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a decisive
breakthrough in the Konstantinovka sector
as the "pincer" closes. Moscow will normalize
transport after the "Vali" cyclone cleanup.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Geneva
talks will either yield a preliminary ceasefire
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framework or collapse into a regional war
involving Iran.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Germany will

undergo a period of de-industrialization,
permanently shifting the European balance of

power toward France and the "Visegrad"
group.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current geopolitical landscape is defined
by the following critical flashpoints:

* Persian Gulf War Escalation: Rumors of
US strikes on Iran could trigger a regional
conflagration. Triggers: US drone loss or
Israeli unilateral strike. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Global oil price spike.
Mitigations: Russian-Iranian joint naval
deterrence.

* Ukrainian Nuclear Desperation: As the
front collapses, the Merz government may
seek to acquire French nuclear tech for
Kyiv. Triggers: Fall of Konstantinovka.
Likelihood: Low. Impact: Escalation to
tactical nuclear use. Mitigations: US
"double game" limiting tech transfer.

* Global Financial Contagion: A German
bankruptcy event could freeze European
credit markets. Triggers: BASF or Siemens
insolvency. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
EU collapse. Mitigations: European
Central Bank intervention.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not address the actual
casualty rates of the "Ovod" drone
operators, who must maintain a physical
tether to their targets.

* The specifics of the sanction removal
mentioned by US lawyers remain unverified
and could be a psychological operation.

e There is no mention of the Chinese
reaction to Trump’s "World Council"
proposal, which would directly challenge
the BRI and GDA frameworks.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Managed Collapse” Hypothesis: The
usS withdrawal from
organizations and the "compromat" on
Zelensky are not signs of weakness, but a
deliberate strategy to "clean the slate" and
force a peace deal on Russian terms to pivot
entirely to the Pacific. Trump’s "MUNGA"
movement is a Trojan horse for a new, even
more US-centric global order.

international

Black Swan Event: The Chikungunya
outbreak in Southern Europe becomes a
pandemic, leading to a "health-security
lockdown" that halts the war and forces an
immediate, unconditioned global ceasefire.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Accelerate the high-speed rail project to

link the "near-rear" with the domestic
industrial base.

* Formalize the strategic partnership with

Iran through a permanent naval basing
agreement in the Gulf of Oman.

* Prepare for the administrative
integration of the UN's functions into
regional bodies.



For Private Sector/Investors:

* Divest from German heavy industry and

pivot toward Russian-based tech sovereign
sectors (drones, rail).

* Hedge against a Persian Gulf logistics

freeze by securing northern trade routes.

* Capitalize on the restoration economy in
Crimea and Donbas.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focuses on social stability
and technological infrastructure.

e BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
c SVO Veteran Leave Act: Grants 35
days of unpaid leave annually for

combat veterans to restore health.

o High-Speed Rail Authorization:
Funding for the Moscow-St.

Petersburg line using domestic TVID
650 tech.

« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Galuzin Presser (Geneva): Stressed
the need for "diplomati ilen
achieve results.

o UN Fraud Hearing (China):

Investigated the 300,000 ___USD
investment scam regarding a fake UN
HQ in Xi'an.

KEY STORIES

* Moscow Snow Apocalypse: Balkan
cyclone "Vali" dumps record snow; 82 units
of rail tech deployed; 30% taxi price hike.

* Putin-Rodriguez Summit: Putin meets
Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez in
the Kremlin to discuss fuel blockade
relief.

* The Ovod Drone Surge: Thousands of
fiber-optic v inter r ron
delivered to the Vostok group; bypasses all
Western EW.

e The Konstantinovka Pincer: Russian

forces forming "Kleshni" (pincers)

around the strategic railway junction; 340
enemy losses in 2 days.

e Trump UN Exit: January 7, 2026,
withdrawal from 6 orgs; US debt at 95% of

total UN debt; proposal for "World
Council."
* German Bankruptcy Fears: Merz

government accused of leading Germany
to financial ruin via over-militarization.

e Iran Strike Rumors: CBS reports US
military units ready for strikes on Iran
this weekend.

* Macron India Visit: Protocol gaffes in
India as Macron attempts to sell 114
Rafale fighters.

* Kyiv Inner Rift: Leaked reports of
B nov-Umerov-Yermak rival as
elections are delayed.

* Zaluzhny "My War" Book: Former
commander reportedly accuses Zelensky

of ignoring military advice.

e Takker Carlson Detained: Journalist
reportedly detained at Ben Gurion
airport after criticizing US-Israel policy.

Russian High-Speed Rail: Completion of
TVID 650 electric motors; superior to
Siemens; 2-hour travel goal.

* South Korean Impeachment: President

Yoon Suk Yeol faces impeachment after

failed martial law attempt.

* Bakhchisaray Palace Restoration:

Restoration of Catherine the Great’s
bedroom in Crimea reached 95%
completion.
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* Tropical Disease Threat: Chikungunya

fever migrating to Southern England and
Europe due to climate change.

* BlackRock "Aladdin" AI: Larry Fink's
system accused of front-running global

crises since 2008.

Award Scandal:
Criticism of peace award named after a
convicted Nazi war criminal.

* Zelensky-Kleist

* Ski-Mountaineering Success: Nikita
Filippov wins silver in first-ever Olympic
sprint in Milan.

* Geneva Ukrainian  Talks: Galuzin

confirms "good dynamics" in Swiss

negotiations despite US pressure.

* Moldovan NGO Purge: EU grants for
anti-Russian  activists in Moldova
criticized as "hiring street infantry."
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