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POLISH CONSTITUTIONAL
DEADLOCK AND GLOBAL
DISRUPTIONS: THE VETO OF
JUDICIAL REFORM, REARMAMENT
UNDER "SAFE," AND THE ARREST
OF PRINCE ANDREW

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, was defined by a profound
deepening of the Polish constitutional crisis
and significant international disruptions in
traditional diplomacy and elite accountability.
Domestically, President Karol Nawrocki
signaled total institutional warfare by vetoing
the National Council of the Judiciary (KRS)
reform and the "Active Farmer" bill,
effectively paralyzing the governing coalition's
attempts to restore "rule of law" standards.
The government, led by Prime Minister
Donald Tusk, characterized the vetoes as a
"blind" attempt to protect previous partisan
interests, while the President framed his
refusal as a defense of the Constitution
against "political interest groups." This
internal friction is occurring as the Tusk
administration attempts to project strength
through the "SAFE" defense
demonstrating advanced drone and anti-drone

program,

technologies at the Zielonka training ground

to prepare for a "pre-war" reality in Eastern
Europe.

Internationally, the sudden arrest of Prince
Andrew in the United Kingdom on his 66th
birthday sent shockwaves through the global
elite. Accused of misusing his office to provide
classified economic data to Jeffrey Epstein,
the arrest is being framed as proof that no
individual is above the law, even as it
threatens the stability of the British monarchy.
Concurrently, Donald Trump inaugurated his
"Peace Council" in Washington, a unilateral
diplomatic initiative that bypasses the United
Nations. While attracting leaders from nations
like Hungary and Indonesia, the council faced
significant skepticism from the Vatican and
major EU powers, who fear it will undermine
international law and serve primarily as a
vehicle for American "business-first" interests.

The convergence of these events suggests a
world moving toward high-stakes
militarization and fragmented international
governance. Poland is aggressively pursuing
"tech sovereignty" in defense to mitigate risks
from Russia and Iran, while simultaneously
struggling with internal political
fragmentation, evidenced by the split within
the Poland 2050 party. As the U.S. builds up
forces in the Middle East and Trump
threatens a "large-scale strike" on Iran, the
global risk matrix is shifting toward direct
military confrontation and the erosion of post-
WWII multilateral institutions.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Judicial Reform Paralysis: President
Karol Nawrocki's veto of the KRS bill and
the "Active Farmer" act. The President
claims the bills would introduce chaos and
"segregation" among judges, while the
Ministry of Justice argues the veto
sabotages the repair of the Polish legal
system.

* The "SAFE" Defense Initiative: Testing
of autonomous combat systems, including
Dragonfly drones and the San anti-drone
system. Poland is positioning itself as a
major nefici f E fen loans,
seeking to invest 180 billion PLN into
domestic arms production by 2030.

* Arrest of Prince Andrew: The former
Duke of York was detained at Windsor on
charges of misusing public office to pass
secret economic reports to Jeffrey Epstein.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
emphasized that "no one is above the law."

* Trump’s "Peace Council" Inauguration:
Donald Trump launched a new diplomatic
body in Washington, claiming to have
already "solved eight wars." The council is
noted for excluding  Palestinian
representatives from Gaza discussions and
being viewed as a "business-first"
alternative to the UN.

e Iran/Gaza Escalation: Prime Minister
Tusk and international observers warn of
an imminent hot conflict in Iran. The U.S.
has deployed the USS Abraham Lincoln and
F-22 Raptors to the region following the
failure of military-level negotiations.

* Polish Political Realignment: A
significant faction of Poland 2050 broke
away to form the "Centrum" club, citing the
need for more pragmatic policy execution
while maintaining loyalty to the 15th of
October coalition.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
"SAFE" program represents a shift to a
"pre-war" footing, focusing on rapid mining
of the eastern border and the production of

domestic thermobaric munitions.

* Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: The
Polish Ministry of Justice is pursuing 19
criminal charges against former official
Marcin Romanowski regarding the Justice
Fund, signaling a wave of "settlements"
(rozliczenia) for the previous
administration.

* Energy Security: Slovakia and Hungary
face a fuel emergency as the "Druzhba"
pipeline remains inactive following Russian
attacks on Ukrainian energy infrastructure;
local leaders accuse Ukraine of using the
situation for "political blackmail."

* Diplomacy & Statecraft: The "Peace
Council" is framed by critics as "political
rth ics" or "vassalage," while
proponents see it as a pragmatic, results-

oriented alternative to a "bankrupt" UN.

Internal Dynamics: The decomposition of
Poland 2050 and the ongoing battle

between the Presidency and Parliament
highlight a state with high external resolve
but deep internal institutional decay.

* Tech Sovereignty & AI: Global leaders
met in Delhi to discuss Al oversight, with
the French President warning that over-
regulation in Europe could stifle the very
innovation needed for security.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutional Military
Mobilization There is a jarring disconnect
between Poland's internal administrative state
and its military apparatus. While the judicial
system is described as a "bubel prawny" (legal
junk) by the President, the military is
successfully testing cutting-edge autonomous
platforms. This suggests a state where the
"hard" power of the military is the only
functioning avenue of national progress, while
the "soft" power of the judiciary and -civil
administration is trapped in a feedback loop
of partisan vetoes and lawsuits. The "SAFE"
program is not just a defense plan; it is
becoming the primary driver of national

nomic m rnization.

Paralysis  vs.

The Weaponization of Accountability The
arrest of Prince Andrew and the prosecution
of Marcin Romanowski indicate that
"accountability" is being used as a high-stakes
political tool. In the UK, the arrest of a royal
serves to Ister lic faith in the

impartiality of the law during a period of
republican sentiment. In Poland, the pursuit of
Romanowski is part of a broader strategy to
delegitimize the previous PiS government's
financial structures. In both cases, the legal
process is inextricably linked to the survival
strategies of the current governing elites.

Disruptive Diplomacy and the Erosion of
the UN Donald Trump’s "Peace Council" and
the reaction of the Vatican represent the final
fracturing of the post-Cold War consensus. By
creating a body that ignores the UN and
excludes Palestinians from talks about their
own future, Trump 1is normalizing a
"transactional  diplomacy" where only
"strongmen" and "deal-makers" matter. This is
reflected in the Polish debate, where

opposition figures are accused of "vassalage
to Trump, while the government tries to
maintain a balance between U.S. security
guarantees and EU institutional standards.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Poland is currently enduring a '"dyarchy"
where the Presidency and the Prime Ministry
operate in mutually exclusive realities.
President Nawrocki’s refusal to sign the KRS
bill ensures that the status of thousands of
"neo-judges" remains in limbo, which the
government warns will lead to millions in
compensation payouts due to overturned
sentences in European courts. This judicial
instability is compounded by partisan
polarization, where state-controlled media
(TVPINFO) openly mocks the President’s
justifications as "betkot" (babble).

Societal stability is also threatened by the
"road banditry" crisis. The media is focusing
heavily on "bandits on the road" like fukasz
Zak and Sebastian M., using these cases to
justify draconian new laws (e.g., "road
murder" charges). This serves as a "unifying"
populist theme to distract from the more
complex legislative failures. Furthermore, the
split in Poland 2050 suggests that the ruling
coalition is beginning to fray at the edges, as
junior partners seek to establish independent
identities ahead of future elections.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international environment is framed as a
"hostile threat matrix" characterized by an
aggressive Russia and a volatile Middle East.
Poland is reacting defensively to these

external shocks by withdrawing from the
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Ottawa Convention to allow for rapid border
mining—a move that signals a total
prioritization of security over international
humanitarian norms. The government’s
posture is one of "calculated
maneuverability"; it is taking EU loans for
defense while lancing its relian

U.S. with a growing realization that Trump-
style unilateralism could leave Poland
isolated.

The framing of Trump's "Peace Council”
suggests a world where "vassal states" are
expected to "cap" (czapkowacé) to American
power. The Polish government’s refusal to
participate as anything more than observers
reflects a strategic decision to stay within the
EU/UN orbit, even at the risk of offending the
Trump administration. This posture is
contrasted with the "Red Hat" faction in the
Sejm, who are portrayed as eager proxies for
American interests.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by
massive defense spending and the
restructuring of agricultural aid. Poland is
transitioning from a consumer-driven
economy to a defense-industrial complex,
utilizing low-interest EU loans to fund the 180

billion PLLN SAFE program. This is presented
as a "win-win" strategy that will stimulate

domestic high-tech sectors while providing
security.

* Key Economic Vectors:

o Defense Financing: 180 billion PLN in
EU loans; 45-year repayment term with
10 vyears of interest-only payments.
B i : £ 100 billi PLN
compared to domestic bonds.

o Agribusiness Crisis: The Presidential
veto of the "Active Farmer" act blocks
the  restriction of payments to
landowners who do not actually farm,
potentially straining the Agricultural
Protection Fund.

o Energy Commodities: Fuel emergency
in Slovakia/Hungary; potential 200%
tariffs threatened by the U.S. on non-
cooperative trading partners under the
Trump doctrine.

o Corporate Liability: Bayer/Monsanto
faces a $7.25 billion lement proposal
for Roundup-related cancer claims in the
U.S.

o Public Finance Risk: Potential 3 billion
Euro loss in EU funds due to "unlawful
changes" in the judiciary, plus millions in
individual compensation cases.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

e Prince Andrew (Former Duke of York):
Stripped of titles and arrested in Windsor;
his political and commercial life is
effectively over, representing a massive loss
for the "old guard" of the British
establishment.

* Marcin Romanowski: Facing 19 felony
counts; his arrest signals a purge of the
PiS-era financial elite from the justice
system.
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* Christine Lagarde: Financial Times
reports she may leave her post at the ECB
early due to pressure from the French
government to "cement" its influence over

European banking.

» Sebastian M. & &FIukasz Zak: These
individuals have become the "faces of road
banditry," used by the state as pariahs to
justify legislative expansion of police
powers.

* Centrum Parliamentary Club: Led by
former Poland 2050 members, this new

weakens Szymon Holownia’s
leadership while maintaining the coalition’s

majority.

faction

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

TVPINFO'’s editorial strategy for February 19,
2026, focused on three pillars: institutional
delegitimization (of President Nawrocki),
nationalistic rearmament (the SAFE

program), and high-level accountability
(Prince Andrew). The lead stories were
carefully chosen to frame the President as an
obstructionist "PiS puppet" while showcasing
the Tusk government as the protector of
citizens via the SAFE program and the
crackdown on "road bandits." The arrest of
Prince Andrew was given disproportionate
time to create a "global trend" narrative of
holding elites accountable, which mirrors the
government's "settlement" (rozliczenia)
campaign at home.

Critical global events like the AI Summit in
Delhi or the Bayer settlement were "buried"
or presented as brief segments. Conspicuous
Omissions include any detailed discussion of
the economic impact of the 180 billion PLN
defense loan on the national deficit or the
actual casualties/real-world failures of the

ongoing military operations in Ukraine or
Iran. The tone is largely alarmist regarding
external threats and the President, but
reassuring regarding the government's
technological and legal responses.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's patterns show a world shifting from
multilateralism to "Power Realism," where
regional players must choose between U.S.
unilateralism or EU institutionalism.

* COUNTRIES
o USA: Portrayed as an unpredictable but
necessary hegemon. Trump is seen as a
businessman-king who treats
international relations like real estate

deals ("no rules of negotiation").

o United Kingdom:
principled and firm, willing to arrest
its own royalty to prove judicial equality

o Iran: Depicted as a rogue state facing
"annihilation" via Operation Midnight
Hammer; the focus is on their "nuclear
objects" being destroyed by the U.S.
("Midnight Hammer ").

Framed as

o

Russia: Characterized as weak but
manipulative, "corrupt
European politicians" and weaponizing
through  Al-
generated fakes (" Kremlin’s desire to
see humiliation").

seeking to

information warfare
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* LEADERS

o Karol Nawrocki (Poland): Portrayed as
inept and obstructive, a "saboteur" of
judicial repair who uses "babble" to
justify protecting the previous regime
" ing the r ir").

o Donald Trump (USA): Characterized as
chaotic and self-serving, using the
Peace Council to legimatize a "parallel
order" and exclude Palenstinians
(“obrzydliwe [di ing] exclusion").

o Szymon Holownia (Poland): Framed
as a weakened father figure who lost
his "children" to the more pragmatic
Centrum club ("I was their father").

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The "Wykrywacz klamstw" (Fact-checker)
segment highlights a sophisticated
environment of Al-generated disinformation.
Specifically, a fake image of a TV news ticker
was used by a MEP to slander the Speaker of
the Sejm. The broadcast notes that Al is now
used to "modify the bodies" of studio guests to
create false narratives. Furthermore, the
network itself is engaged in narrative seeding,
repeatedly using the term "road bandits" and
"settlements" to build public support for the
government’s executive and judicial actions.

Censorship also emerged as a theme, with
Facebook/Meta reportedly deletin n
of users who criticized slavery, as algorithms
misidentified the keywords as "promoting
human trafficking." This underscores a delta
between automated "truth filters" and the
human reality of social discourse, which the
Polish government is using to justify "anti-
disinformation" workshops for teachers ("stop
h nd disinformation").

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Judicial Total War: The "Plan B"
mentioned by Minister Bodnar likely
involves bypassing the President by
utilizing parliamentary resolutions or
international court rulings to remove "neo-
judges," leading to a constitutional
collapse or two parallel legal systems in
Poland by Q3 2026.

Trump-UN Confrontation: The "Peace
Council" will eventually supplant the UN
Security Council in U.S. foreign policy,
leading to a de facto withdrawal of the U.S.
from the UN if the Council achieves a
breakthrough in Gaza or Iran without UN
involvement.

Prince Andrew as a Domino: His arrest
will lead to a broader purge of Western
elites linked to Epstein, specifically
targeting figures in the U.S. who have
previously been protected by "secret" DQOJ
files ("not the end of th ").

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an
arrest warrant for more PiS-linked
officials as the Romanowski case expands.
U.S. military strikes on Iranian assets are
highly probable given Tusk’s emergency
advisory for Poles to leave the country
"immediately".

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): Poland will
formalize a withdrawal from the Ottawa
Convention, leading to a massive
deployment of mines along the border. The
"Centrum" club will likely merge with
another coalition partner, shifting the
parliamentary balance of power toward
the center-right.
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* Long Term (1-5 Years): Poland will
become the leading drone manufacturer
in the EU wunder the SAFE program,
fundamentally altering the power dynamic
within NATO. The British monarchy will
likely face a referendum on its existence
if more royals are implicated in the
Andrew/Epstein investigation.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risks center on regional military
escalation and the total collapse of domestic
legal predictability in Poland.

* Regional War (Iran): Failed negotiations
and US buildup lead to a massive strike.
Triggers: Failure of the 96-hour diplomatic
window; Iranian urianium enrichment.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Global energy
spike, displacement of Poles. Mitigations:
Tusk's evacuation orders ('leave Iran
immediately").

* Legal Paralysis (Poland): President and
PM operate under different laws. Triggers:
Mass dismissal of judges via resolution.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Loss of EU
funds, investment flight. Mitigations: The

"Plan B" legislative compromise.

* Energy Blackmail (Central Europe):
"Druzhba" pipeline shutdown leads to
industry failure. Triggers: Continued
Russian strikes on Ukrainian nodes.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Recession
in Slovakia/Hungary. Mitigations:
Accelerated fuel diversification.

* Flite Unrest (UK): Prince Andrew
investigation implicates political donors.
Triggers: Leak of the "secret reports"
Andrew gave Epstein. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Constitutional crisis in the UK.

Mitigations: Rapid judicial proceedings.

Information Collapse (AI): Al-fakes lead
to a ‘"war by accident." Triggers:
Convincing deepfake of a military move.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Immediate
military escalation. Mitigations: New Al

oversight roadmap from Delhi.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Deficit Implications: No mention of how
Poland will service the 180 billion PLN debt
if the SAFE program does not result in the
promised export sales.

Ukrainian Frontline Reality: The
broadcasts focus on "pre-war" tech but
omit current losses or the state of the static
frontline in the Donbas.

Vassalage Details: The network mocks
Trump's council but fails to explore the
potential consequences of alienating a
potential 2024/2028 Trump
administration if US security guarantees
are withdrawn.

Gaza Reconstruction Reality: The "5
billion dollars" for Gaza is mentioned, but
the 70 billion dollar total requirement
is buried, making the Peace Council's goals
seem more realistic than they are ("70
illion r ired").

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Nawrocki Defense: Rather than
obstruction, the President's veto is a
necessary "brake" on an unconstitutional
power grab by Tusk, who is using
"European standards" as a veneer to pack
the courts with loyalists. The "Plan B" is
actually an illegal bypass of the head of
state.
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* The SAFE Program as a Bubble: The
massive focus on drones is a distraction
from the demographic collapse of the
Polish army ("“few children in rn").
Poland is buying robots because it can no
longer field a human army, and the debt
will lead to a sovereign default by 2035.

* Trump's Peace Council as a Stealth
Success: By excluding the UN and
Palestinians, Trump creates a pragmatic
"Strongman Peace" that Arab nations
actually prefer because it prioritizes
business stability over intractable
ideological rights, potentially ending the
war through pure financial incentives.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately finalize the border
mining protocol to compensate for the
"Ottawa Convention" withdrawal.

* Economic: Establish a "Defense Debt
Oversight" body to ensure "SAFE" program
loans are invested specifically in export-
ready technology.

* Diplomatic: Pursue a bilateral security
pact with the UK, leveraging the current
"rule of law" alignment seen in the
Starmer/Tusk relationship.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Investors should divest
from Eastern European energy nodes
dependent on "Druzhba" and pivot toward
North-South corridors.

* Regulatory Compliance: Tech firms must
prepare for a Delhi AI Roadmap that will
likely mandate deepwater "fingerprinting"
for all AlI-generated content.

* Capital Allocation: Opportunities exist in
the re-industrialization of Poland under
SAFE, specifically in autonomous robotics
and thermal munitions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity was characterized by a
total stalemate between the executive and
legislative branches. The President utilized his
veto power to block reforms aimed at judicial
restoration, while the Parliament continued to
push defense spending through specialized
loan programs.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

¢ KRS Bill (Vetoed): Intended to return the
selection of 15 judge-members of the
National Council of the Judiciary to the
judiciary itself. Strategic intent: Restore
independence from  political control

(refused by President).

e Active Farmer Act (Vetoed): Aimed to
limit EU/State payments to those actively
engaged in  agricultural production.
Strategic intent: Curb land speculation and
"urban farmers" (blocked).

* SAFE Program Act: Five-year, 185 billion
PLN defense modernization fund using EU
loans. Strategic intent: Achieve tech
sovereignty in autonomous combat systems

(passed Senate with amendments).

* Ottawa Withdrawal:
Executive move to allow anti-personnel
mines. Strategic intent: Rapid border

fortification ("Shield East" ility).

Convention

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Justice Minister Press Briefing:

Attacked the President's veto as a "diabet w
ornat" (devil in a robe) scenario, promising

a "Plan B" to reform the courts.
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* SAFE Program Demonstration
(Zielonka): PM Tusk and MoD leaders

showcased Dragonfly/Kuna/Hunter systems

to demonstrate readiness for "hybrid war."

* Trump Peace Council Inauguration:
Donald Trump declared the UN "obsolete"
and pitched a real-estate-style riviera
development for Gaza.

KEY STORIES

* Prince Andrew Detained: Former Duke of
York arrested on 66th birthday in Windsor
and Sandringham on charges of state-level
corruption and ties to Jeffrey Epstein.

* Polish  Judicial Vetoes: President
Nawrocki vetoes KRS bill and Active
Farmer Dbill, deepening institutional
paralysis.

* SAFE Program Launch: Military tests
autonomous drones and platforms in

Zielonka; government outlines 180 billion
PLN investment.

* Marcin Romanowski Prosecution:
Former PiS official faces 19 counts of

embezzlement involving the Justice Fund.

* Iran/Gaza Peace Council: Trump

inaugurates unilateral body in DC; threats
of large-scale strikes on Iran escalate.
* Raciaz Double Murder: 29-year-old Kkilled

his grandparents with an axe/machete;
background of father previously killing

mother.

Poland 2050 Split: Centrist members
form "Centrum" club after a secret meeting
between Hotownia and Kaczynski leaked.

* A1l Highway Murder Trial: Process
continues for Sebastian M. (315 km/h
crash) and Lukasz Zak, both charged with

killing families on the road.

» Katowice Lead Poisoning: Retrospective
on the 1970s "lead children" scandal in
Szopienice, highlighting historic medical
censorship.

Delhi AT Summit: Global leaders discuss
oversight of technological giants and
democratic access to Al

* Slovakia Oil Emergency: Pipeline

"Druzba" stopped; Fico accuses Ukraine of

using energy for "blackmail."

* Zuckerberg Lawsuit: First major US jury
testimony for Meta regarding social media
addiction in 4 million minors.

* Central Heating Modernization:
Warsaw's Targéwek plant waste-to-energy

conversion now serving 5,000 homes.

* Bayer Settlement: $7.25 billion

settlement proposal for Roundup non-
Hodgkin lymphoma claims.

Polish Olympic Medals: Kacper Tomas

and Pawel Wasek honored for silver/bronze
in ski jumping (Milan 2026).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
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themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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