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ENERGY TRANSIT CONFLICTS AND

DIPLOMATIC BRINKMANSHIP AMID

RECORD DOMESTIC

INFRASTRUCTURE STRESS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting cycle for February 19-20, 2026,

reveals a complex intersection of intensifying

energy  warfare  in  Eastern  Europe,  a  high-

stakes shift in the diplomatic architecture of

the Ukraine conflict, and a massive domestic

logistical challenge driven by record-breaking

weather. Central to the day’s developments is

the  escalation  of  energy  hostilities as

Hungary and Slovakia threaten to  terminate

gas  and  electricity  exports  to  Ukraine  in

retaliation for Kyiv's decision to block Russian

oil transit via the Druzhba pipeline. This move

is framed as a strategic attempt by Ukraine to

"blackmail" its neighbors over EU accession,

prompting  a  symmetrical  response  that

threatens to collapse Kyiv's energy security.

Simultaneously, the narrative surrounding the

Ukraine conflict is pivoting toward secretive

diplomatic  tracks and  internal

fragmentation. Reports regarding the Geneva

negotiations  suggest  that  while  the  formal

process  is  slow,  back-channel  discussions—

bolstered by "Trumpian" peace initiatives and

leaks in Western media—are exploring radical

post-war  administration  models.  These

diplomatic  maneuvers  are  being  conducted

against  a  backdrop  of  damaging  revelations

from  European  media,  specifically  an

investigation into the Nord Stream sabotage

that  reportedly  implicates  former  Ukrainian

leadership with  CIA  foreknowledge,  further

straining Kyiv’s international standing.

Domestically,  the  Russian state  is  projecting

an  image  of  controlled  resilience and

strategic long-term planning. The government

is managing the fallout of the "Balkan Cyclone

Valli,"  which  has  delivered  historic  snowfall

levels unseen  since  1902,  testing

infrastructure and transport networks in the

Central Federal District. In tandem with crisis

management,  the  leadership  is  emphasizing

technological  sovereignty through  a  2030

strategy  for  small  and  medium-sized

enterprises  (SMEs),  aimed  at  injecting  5

trillion  rubles into  high-tech  sectors  to

insulate  the  macroeconomy  from  external

shocks.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Druzhba Pipeline Standoff: Hungary

and  Slovakia  have  authorized

"symmetrical"  measures  against  Ukraine,

including  the  potential  cutoff  of  gas  and

electricity supplies.  This follows Ukraine’s

halt of Russian oil transit, which Budapest

characterizes as an existential threat to its

energy security.
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Geneva  Peace  Track  and  the  "Peace

Council": Negotiations  between  the  US,

Russia,  and  Ukraine  in  Geneva  are

reportedly  focusing  on  long-term  security

guarantees and  joint  administration  of

disputed  territories.  Trump’s  "Peace

Council"  is  highlighted  as  a  parallel

diplomatic  hub  attempting  to  bypass

traditional  Western  institutional

constraints.

Nord Stream Sabotage Investigation: A

prominent  German  publication  published

an  investigation  claiming  former  VSU

Commander-in-Chief  Valery  Zaluzhny

approved the Nord Stream explosions, with

the CIA reportedly having early knowledge

of  the  plot,  creating  significant  friction

within  the  NATO-Ukraine  intelligence

apparatus.

Domestic  Infrastructure  Emergency:

Cyclone  "Valli"  has  paralyzed

transportation  in  central  Russia,  causing

roof collapses in Lipetsk and Udmurtia and

forcing  the  deployment  of  over  135,000

utility  workers  to  manage  record  snow

depths exceeding 65 centimeters.

Small  Business  Strategy  2030: The

Russian  SME  Corporation  has  finalized  a

strategy  to  provide  5  trillion  rubles  in

financing by 2030, specifically targeting IT,

creative  industries,  and  regional

manufacturing  to  ensure  "technological

leadership."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  Russian  military  reports  active

advancement in  the Sumy region and the

neutralization  of  VSU  strongpoints  in

Kharkiv  using  Lancet  loitering  munitions

and FAB-type bombs.

The  development  of  improvised  drone

interception systems within front-line field

laboratories indicates a shift toward rapid,

decentralized military-tech innovation.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure Security

The Gulf of Finland is experiencing 80% ice

coverage,  necessitating  the  emergency

deployment  of  the  nuclear  icebreaker

"Siberia"  to  maintain  maritime  transit

through the port of Primorsk.

Ukraine’s energy dependence on Hungary

(roughly  46%  of  its  fuel  imports)  is  now

being  weaponized  as  a  diplomatic

counterweight to oil transit blockages.

Leadership Dynamics & Statecraft

President  Putin  has  held  high-level

meetings  with  the  Supreme  Court to

advocate  for  the  "humanization"  of  the

judicial  system,  specifically  reducing  pre-

trial detention for economic crimes.

Formal diplomatic outreach to Madagascar

and  Cuba signals  a  continued  focus  on

consolidating  the  "Global  South"  as  a

strategic counter-bloc to the EU/NATO.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Inflation expectations for February dropped

to 13.1%, though the Central Bank target

remains  significantly  lower  (4.5-5.5%  by

year-end 2026).

E-commerce  has  grown  to  11.5  trillion

rubles,  with  96%  of  purchases  being

domestic,  indicating  a  successful

consolidation of the internal digital market.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Interdependence
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The  day's  reporting  highlights  a  pivot  from

military  attrition  to  economic  and  energy

brinkmanship.  Ukraine’s attempt to use its

transit  geography  as  leverage  against

Hungary  and  Slovakia  appears  to  have

backfired,  as  those  nations  possess  more

critical "downstream" leverage in the form of

gas  and  electricity.  This  suggests  that  the

conflict is moving into a phase where energy

logistics are as contested as physical terrain.

The rhetoric from Budapest, describing Kyiv's

actions  as  "unacceptable,"  suggests  a

deepening  fissure  within  the  European

landscape that  Russia  is  actively  framing as

the inevitable result of Ukrainian "hysteria."

Humanization  as  a  Social  Control

Mechanism

A  notable  theme  is  the  state’s  effort  to

rebrand  its  judicial  and  social  systems.  The

push for "humanizing" the courts, specifically

regarding economic offenses, is presented as

a  measure  to  support  the  entrepreneurial

class  during  wartime.  This  is  paired  with

"Silver Age" narratives, where entrepreneurs

over 55 are celebrated as a "golden resource"

for the economy. By portraying the state as a

partner  to  business  rather  than  a  purely

punitive force, the Kremlin seeks to maintain

domestic loyalty and economic activity despite

the pressures of the SVO and sanctions.

Information  Warfare:  The  "Zaluzhny  vs.

Zelensky" Schism

Media narratives are increasingly focused on

internal Ukrainian fracturing. The Spiegel

report on Zaluzhny's role in the Nord Stream

sabotage  is  being  leveraged  to  portray  the

Ukrainian  leadership  as  chaotic  and

unmanageable  for  Western  sponsors.  The

transcripts  consistently  highlight  Zelensky’s

"hysterical"  tone at  the  Munich  Security

Conference and his perceived insults toward

European  leaders  like  Viktor  Orban.  This

narrative  aims  to  seed  doubt  in  Western

capitals  about  the  long-term viability  of  the

current Kyiv administration as a partner.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Russia: Societal  stability  is  being  bolstered

through  highly  publicized  anti-corruption

and  anti-fraud  sweeps.  The  arrests  of

officials for land theft in Moscow region and

bribery  trials  for  prosecutors in  Lytkarino

serve  to  demonstrate  state  accountability.

However, the lipetsk roof collapse and historic

snowfall  reveal  vulnerabilities  in  aging

infrastructure  that  the  current  budget  cycle

may struggle to address. Public sentiment is

being  steered  toward  "technological

patriotism,"  though  the  13.1%  inflation

expectation suggests  persistent  underlying

anxiety about the cost of living.

Ukraine: The broadcast portrays a nation on

the verge of institutional collapse. Reports

of  mobilization  officers  (TCK)  assaulting

civilians and the subsequent public backlash

indicate a breakdown of  the social  contract.

Narratives of corruption, specifically involving

the arrest of a former Energy Minister and the

flight  of  top  aides to  Warsaw,  are  used  to

frame  the  Kyiv  regime  as  a  predatory  elite

that  is  increasingly  decoupled  from  its

suffering populace.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  framed  as  a

fracturing multipolar arena where the US

"unipolar" influence is receding, replaced by

regional  pragmatism.  The  broadcast

highlights Russia's deepening ties with Cuba
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and the visit of the Madagascar President as

evidence that the "Global South" is immune to

Western isolation efforts. Conversely, the EU

is depicted as a "Nazi organization" devoid of

agency,  increasingly  militarized  by  Germany

yet  unable  to  resolve  its  internal  energy

crises.  The US posture is  portrayed through

the  lens  of  political  transition,  with  the

current  administration  seen  as  weak,  while

Donald  Trump's  unofficial  "Peace

Council" is  depicted  as  a  more  formidable

and pragmatic actor in global diplomacy.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The domestic economic narrative is defined by

a pivot to digital integration and SME-led

growth,  while  international  trade  is

increasingly  shaped  by  the  navigation  of

Western sanctions and the exploitation of new

markets in Asia and the Global South.

SME  Financing: A  900  billion  ruble

injection is planned for this year as part of

the 5 trillion ruble 2030 strategy.

Inflation  Targets: Current  inflation  is

holding at 12%, with a forecasted reduction

to 4.5-5.5% by the end of 2026.

E-commerce  Consolidation: Domestic

platforms  now  control  96%  of  the  11.5

trillion ruble market.

Agricultural  Exports: South  Korea  has

doubled its purchases of Russian wheat to

15.5% market share, bypassing traditional

Western dominance in the region.

Mortgage  Market: DOM.RF  forecasts

mortgage lending to reach 5 trillion rubles

despite high interest rates.

Consumer Trends: The ready-to-eat meal

market  reached  4  trillion  rubles in  2025,

with expected growth to 15 trillion by 2030,

indicating  a  major  shift  in  urban  labor

lifestyles.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day’s leadership shifts are characterized

by  high-profile  arrests  and  regional

appointments aimed at consolidating vertical

control and purging corruption-related risks.

Valery Zaluzhny: Reported involvement in

the  Nord  Stream  sabotage significantly

degrades  his  potential  as  a  political

alternative to Zelensky in Western eyes.

Alexey  Haritonenko: The  former

Lytkarino prosecutor's arrest for half-billion

ruble bribes signals a zero-tolerance phase

for local judicial corruption.

Alexander Perepelitsa: Appointed as the

new head of the Investigative Committee in

Stavropol, signaling a reset of regional law

enforcement leadership.

Andrey  Foralov: Former  head  of

Rosprirodnadzor  in  Southern  Siberia  had

10 billion rubles in assets seized following a

court ruling on illegal business activity.

Victoria  Lagetskaya: The  sentencing  of

the high-profile blogger to 4 years for fraud

indicates  an  ongoing  crackdown  on  the

unregulated "infobusiness" sector.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial hierarchy emphasizes

external  threats  and  internal  order.  The

lead stories  consistently  focus  on  the  SVO’s

military  successes  and  the  failures  of  the

Ukrainian  regime  (mobilization  violence,
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corruption).  A  significant  amount  of  time  is

dedicated  to  the  "Balkan  Cyclone  Valli,"

serving  as  a  unifying  "man  vs.  nature"

narrative  that  highlights  the  efficiency  of

Russian  utility  services.  Stories  regarding

Western  internal  scandal (Prince  Andrew,

South Korean corruption) are used to distract

from domestic economic hardship by framing

Western  society  as  inherently  decadent  or

unstable.  Conspicuous omissions include any

detailed discussion of  the casualty counts in

the SVO or the specific technical causes of the

Lipetsk  roof  collapse,  which  could  point  to

maintenance neglect.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  editorial  pattern  suggests  a  world  split

between  decaying  traditional  powers  and

rising pragmatic actors.

COUNTRIES

Ukraine: Portrayed  as  chaotic,  corrupt,

and "Nazi." Characterized as an "unreliable

negotiator" whose  leadership  acts  against

the interests of its own people.

Germany: Framed  as  militaristic  and

reviving  "Nazi"  structures.  Described  as

attempting  to  "militarize  its  intelligence

services" to dominate the continent.

Hungary: Framed as a principled friend of

Russia and a victim of Ukrainian blackmail.

Characterized  as  being  forced  to  take  a

"symmetrical answer" to protect its people.

United  States: Portrayed  as  a  divided

entity.  The  current  administration  is

"inept," while the Trump faction is "realistic

about national interests."

LEADERS

Volodymyr  Zelensky: Framed  as

hysterical  and  weak.  Quotes  highlight  his

"insulting  rhetoric" toward  allies  and  his

refusal to acknowledge "historical truth."

Vladimir  Putin: Portrayed  as  calm,

paternal,  and  strategic.  Characterized  as

focused  on  supporting  allies and

humanizing the domestic legal system.

Viktor  Orban: Framed  as  a  strong,

realistic  leader who is  "ridiculed by Kyiv"

for his focus on his own nation’s prosperity.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  state’s  psychological  operations  are

focused  on  demoralizing  the  Ukrainian

population and undermining Western public

support for Kyiv. The frequent use of footage

showing VSU recruitment violence is intended

to highlight the "illegitimacy" of the Ukrainian

state.  Additionally,  the  narrative  seeding  of

CIA involvement in Nord Stream through

German  media  is  used  to  suggest  that  the

West  is  turning  on  Kyiv.  Domestically,

information  is  managed  to  emphasize  that

"sanctions  have  failed,"  using  specific  data

points like the South Korean wheat purchase

to  prove  that  Western  economic  isolation  is

porous.  The  meta-narrative  of  the  day  is

"Unavoidable  Reality":  Russia  is  winning

militarily, growing economically, and the West

is increasingly admitting its past "errors."
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Energy  Contagion: If  Hungary  and

Slovakia  carry  out  their  threats,  Ukraine

may  face  a  total  blackout  in  the  western

regions by late spring, potentially forcing a

humanitarian crisis that shifts the focus of

the Geneva talks to basic utility provision.

The  "New Administration"  Model: The

NYT  leaks  about  joint  RU-UA

administration may be a trial balloon for a

partitioned  sovereignty model  being

negotiated  in  secret,  where  Russia  keeps

security  control  while  local  civil

administrative  structures  are  semi-

integrated.

Domestic  "Infobusiness"  Purge: The

sentencings  of  Lagetskaya  and  the  tax

cases  against  Blinovskaya  suggest  a

broader  state  move  to  seize  control  over

high-liquidity,  non-state  digital  influence

networks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): We can expect a

spike in "symmetric" energy actions between

Kyiv and Budapest. Belgorod aid payments

and  infrastructure  repair  in  Lipetsk  will  be

expedited  to  prevent  localized  social  unrest

following the cyclone damage.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): A  formal

reorganization of the Ukrainian military high

command  may  occur  as  Western  pressure

mounts  following  the  Nord  Stream

revelations.  The  real  estate  market

integration under  DOM.RF  will  likely  see  a

push  for  "reconstruction"  bonds  for  newly

incorporated territories.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Russia's  SME

Strategy  2030  aims  to  create  a  "locked-in"

tech economy. If successful, the reliance on

Western software and manufacturing will

be  replaced  by  a  domestic  "AI-driven"

industrial  base,  making  future  sanctions

regimes effectively obsolete.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  geopolitical  and  domestic  landscape  is

currently  highly  volatile,  with  several

potential  flashpoints  capable  of  rapid

deterioration.

Total Energy War in Central Europe: A

cutoff  of  gas  to  Ukraine  would  trigger  a

collapse of the rear-guard logistics for the

VSU. Triggers: Ukraine refusing to restart

oil  flow  through  Druzhba.  Likelihood:

High. Impact: Catastrophic for UA civilian

stability.  Mitigations: EU-led  emergency

mediation in Budapest.

Iran-Israel  Military  Escalation: Threats

of  a US-led strike on Iran are increasing.

Triggers: Failure  of  the  Geneva  uranium

transfer  talks.  Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Massive oil price spike and Global

South  destabilization.  Mitigations:

Accelerated RU-IR defense cooperation.

Infrastructure  "Cascade  Failure": The

Lipetsk  and  Udmurtia  collapses  may  be

symptoms  of  systemic  fatigue  under

extreme  weather.  Triggers: Another

Balkan-style  cyclone.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Disruption  of  the

defense  industrial  base.  Mitigations:

Emergency  structural  audits  for  all

factories.
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Terrorist  Recruitment  in  Prisons: The

discovery  of  terror  cells  in  Zabaikalsky

colonies indicates a growing radicalization

risk  within  the  penal  system.  Triggers:

Radicalization by returned SVO prisoners.

Likelihood: Low  to  Moderate.  Impact:

Internal  security  crisis.  Mitigations:

Enhanced FSIN/FSB surveillance  of  penal

colonies.

Western Political Black Swan: The arrest

of  Prince  Andrew  and  political  trials  in

South  Korea  suggest  a  "de-legitimization"

trend for Western-aligned elites. Triggers:

Release  of  the  "Epstein  Files"  in  the  US.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Collapse

of  NATO-aligned  governments.

Mitigations: N/A (External).

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  do  not  address  the

technical  feasibility of  the  "joint

administration"  model  for  lands along the

contact line, which would likely fail due to

deep ethnic and political polarization.

There  is  a  lack  of  information  on  the

import-dependency of  the  new  SME

"high-tech" strategy; if critical components

still  come  from  China  or  via  parallel

imports,  the  "sovereignty"  claim  is

overstated.

The health and replenishment rates of the

Russian  volunteer  corps  are  ignored,

focusing  only  on  the  "depletion"  of  VSU

forces.

The  long-term  impact  of  the  atomic

icebreaker delay—specifically why the Gulf

of  Finland  was  80%  frozen  before  the

Siberia arrived—is not analyzed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Collapse" Hypothesis: What

if the Nord Stream "leaks" regarding Zaluzhny

are actually a joint US-RU project to facilitate

a  graceful  exit  for  Zelensky,  allowing  for  a

"clean break" with a new, less militant military

leadership in Kyiv?

The  "Hollow  Sovereignty"  Scenario: The

push  for  SMEs  and  domestic  e-commerce

might  be  a  desperate  cover  for  the  exit  of

institutional  capital,  where  the  state  is

forced to fund micro-ventures because large-

scale industrial investment is paralyzed by the

cost of the war.

Black  Swan: A  catastrophic  failure  of  the

Druzhba  pipeline  itself  (via  sabotage  or

neglect) would remove all leverage from both

Kyiv and Budapest, forcing an immediate and

chaotic realignment of European energy flows

that could bankrupt Central European states

in weeks.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Russia  should  prepare  for

asymmetrical  retaliatory  strikes  on  its

energy  infrastructure  if  the  Hungary-

Ukraine  gas  dispute  escalates  to  total

cutoff.

Economic: The state must ensure that the

5 trillion rubles  for  SMEs doesn't  lead to

massive  inflationary  pressure;  strict

performance  metrics  are  needed  for  IT

firms receiving state grants.
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Diplomatic: Use  the  Nord  Stream

investigation  to  drive  a  wedge  between

German  public  opinion  and  the  VSU

leadership,  potentially  undermining  "Pan-

European" military aid packages.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: Logistical  firms  should

pivot to maritime and Arctic routes as land

transit  through  Ukraine  becomes

increasingly  targeted  for  "political

blackmail."

Regulatory: Investors in the "infobusiness"

and digital content space should brace for

aggressive  tax  audits and  compliance

enforcement.

Capital Allocation: Opportunities exist in

the  "Silver  Age"  economy  and  domestic

ready-to-eat  food  sectors,  which  are

receiving  significant  state  subsidies  and

experiencing shifts in consumer behavior.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  agenda  is  focused  on  social

benefits,  judicial  reform,  and  economic

incentives  for  the  middle  and  entrepreneur

classes.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Unified  Social  Benefit  Amendment:

Adjusts the "Complex Assessment of Need"

to  exclude  birth/adoption  payments from

family  income  calculations,  effectively

increasing eligibility for poor families.

Tax Holiday for SMEs: A new "Auto-USN"

regime  allows  micro-businesses  with

revenue under 120 million rubles to receive

interest-free  tax  deferrals for  up  to  six

months.

Judicial  Humanization  Act: A  Supreme

Court  proposal  to  reallocate  judge

vacancies to  high-load  regions  and  limit

pre-trial  detention  for  non-violent  women

and parents.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

ASI Supervisory Board: Putin emphasized

a new national competition for tech brands

to create recognized domestic alternatives

to Western products.

MChS/Federation  Council  Briefing:

Valentina Matvienko warned of  high flood

risks in 2026 due to extreme soil freezing

depths and record snowpacks.

KEY STORIES

Lipetsk  Auto  Plant  Disaster: A  roof

collapsed at a Motorinvest workshop under

the  weight  of  snow,  trapping  multiple

workers; five rescued, two remain missing.

The  5  Trillion  Ruble  SME Bet: Russia

launches its SME Strategy 2030, focusing

on 900 billion rubles of financing this year

for IT and creative industries.

Druzhba Transit Blackmail: Hungary and

Slovakia announce potential gas and power

cutoffs  to  Kyiv after  Ukraine  blocked

Russian oil transit.

Prince Andrew Arrest: The former British

prince was arrested at Sandringham on his

66th  birthday  regarding  "government

document" leaks to the Epstein network.

South  Korean  Impeachment

Sentencing: Former  President  Yoon  Suk-

yeol was sentenced to life imprisonment for

his failed martial law declaration.
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SVO  Advancement: Russian  military

reporting  active  movement  in  Sumy and

tightening  the  circle  around

Konstantinovka.

Geneva  Peace  Talks: Two  days  of

negotiations between the US,  Russia,  and

Ukraine ended after only two hours on day

two, with positions remaining "far apart."

Zelensky  Munich  Outburst: Ukrainian

leader insulted Viktor Orban, mocking his

physical  appearance  and  questioning  his

loyalty to the EU.

Nord  Stream  Spiegel  Report: German

journalists  claim  the  Zaluzhny-approved

sabotage plan  was  known  to  the  CIA  as

early as Spring 2022.

Balkan Cyclone Valli: Record snowfall in

Moscow  reaching  70cm  in  some  areas,

causing traffic gridlock and massive utilty

mobilization.

Yakutia "Russian Showcase": Yakutia  is

being  promoted  as  a  global  tourism

window,  highlighting "resilience"  in  -50°C

temperatures.

Nuclear  Icebreaker  Deployment: The

icebreaker "Siberia" is now working in the

Gulf of Finland to clear 50cm thick ice for

cargo vessels.

Inflation  Expectation  Drop: Russian

inflation sentiment fell  to  13.1%, the first

significant drop since September 2024.

E-commerce Growth Spurt: The Russian

online  market  grew  by  one-third to  11.5

trillion rubles, led by food and furniture.

Madagascar Diplomatic Visit: President

Rajoelina  met  with  Putin  in  Moscow to

discuss energy and mineral cooperation.

SIM-Box Fraud Crackdown: Police raided

a major fraudulent call center in Kemerovo

using SIM-boxes for mass deception.

Prosecutor  Bribery  Scandal: Former

Lytkarino prosecutor Haritonenko tried for

500 million ruble bribery involving 11 land

plots.

Terror  Cell  Busted  in  Chita: A  five-

person  ISIS-affiliated  cell was  dismantled

within a Zabaikalsky Krai prison.

Blogger sentencing: Victoria Lagetskaya

received  4  years  in  prison for  large-scale

betting fraud.

Ready-to-Eat  Food  Explosion: Russian

market for prepared meals predicted to hit

15  trillion  rubles as  automation  and  AI

enter kitchens.

Russian  Ski-Alpinism  Win: Nikita

Filippov  won  the  first  silver  medal for

Russia at the Milan Winter Olympics.

Judicial Reform Meeting: Putin met with

top  judges  to  discuss  reducing  caseloads

(490  cases  per  month  per  judge)  and

judicial independence.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
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level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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