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Western ‘Rules-Based’ Order Post-12-Day War (2025) landscape defined by escalating military Multipolar Security Bloc

alignments in West Asia and a definitive shift away from U.S. hegemony, (Iran, Russia, China)
catalyzed by both Eastern strategic manouvers and Western internal decay.
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A FRACTURING WORLD ORDER:
MULTIPOLAR MILITARIZATION AND
THE COLLAPSE OF WESTERN
MORAL AUTHORITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security environment on February
19, 2026, is defined by a definitive pivot
toward a multipolar order, catalyzed by the
aftermath of the "12-day war" of June 2025
and an escalating cycle of military maneuvers
in West Asia. Iranian and Russian naval forces
are conducting high-stakes drills in the Sea of
Oman, signaling a trilateral security
architecture with China that directly
challenges U.S. maritime dominance. This
military alignment is mirrored by a massive
infrastructure push through the North-South
Transi rridor, aimed at permanently
decoupling Eastern economies from Western
financial systems and the U.S. dollar.

Simultaneously, the Western ‘'"rules-based
order" is facing an existential crisis of
legitimacy. The arrest of the British King’s
brother, Prince Andrew, and the re-emergence
of the "Epstein files" have been weaponized to
frame Western leadership—specifically
President Donald Trump—as morally

mpromi nd vulnerabl lackmail.
This domestic decay in the West is contrasted
with Iran’s aggressive internal "economic
surgery" to remove preferential exchange
rates, a move intended to harden its economy
against decades of sanctions and prepare for
potential total regional conflict.

The humanitarian situation in the Levant
remains catastrophic, with reports of
intensified Israeli air strikes in Gaza and the
formalization of West Bank annexation plans.
The death toll in Gaza is cited as surpassing
72,100, while the lack of medical resources
and infrastructure failure at Al-Shifa and Al-
Aqgsa hospitals has reached a terminal
breaking point. This convergence of regional
warfare, economic decoupling, and the
collapse of Western elite credibility suggests a
global system moving rapidly toward an
anarchic state where force, rather than
international law, determines territorial
reality.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Trilateral Naval Alignment in the Sea of
Oman

* Iran, Russia, and the IRGC have concluded
joint naval exercises involving synchronized
air and sea assaults to liberate hijacked
vessels.

» Military analysts suggest these drills are
not merely routine but are 12-18 months in
planning, intended to signal a new alliance
axis capable of countering U.S. carrier
groups like the Abraham Lincoln.

* Russian officials have explicitly warned that
any new U.S. strike on Iran would have
serious and adverse consequences for
global security.
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Weaponization

of the Epstein Files

against Western Elites

The arrest of Prince Andrew on suspicion of
misconduct in public office has reignited a
global discourse on the "hollowed out"
nature of Western elite culture.

Social media narratives are actively linking
Trump’s hawkish stance on Iran to
potential coercion via the Epstein files,
arguing he is "morally compromised" and
unfit to lead.

Prominent media figures like Tony Gosling
suggest former leaders, including Tony
Blair, may have been blackmailed into
supporting past conflicts, such as the Iraq
War.

Israel Formalizes West Bank Annexation

The Israeli cabinet has approved plans to

register large areas of Area C in the

occupied West Bank as state property.

International bodies and 85 UN member
states have condemned the move as de
facto annexation and a breach of the UN
Charter.

Palestinian sources report the displacement
of over 80 communities as part of a
perceived ethnic cleansing campaign in the
Jordan Valley.

Iran’s "Major Economic Surgery"

removed the
preferential exchange rate (4,200 rate),

The administration has

aiming to end rent-seeking and corruption
in the supply chain.

The transition involves moving subsidies

directly to the final consumer via electronic

vouchers to protect household purchasing
power.

e While the move has caused a short-term

price shock, it is framed as a necessary
turning point for Iran’s long-term economic

independence.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e The

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Iran has shifted its posture from bilateral

confrontation to regional war readiness,
activating multiple resistance fronts to

deter U.S. intervention.

* Reports from the "12-day war" suggest the

U.S. has depleted 25% of its THAAD

interceptors,  highlighting a  critical
vulnerability in Western air defense stocks.

Macroeconomics & Trade

North-South Transit Corridor is
positioning Iran as a primary transit hub,
promising to fundamentally alter global
logistics by connecting St. Petersburg to
Mumbai.

* Economic analysts warn that a closure of

the Strait of Hormuz would trigger a global
oil shock, with prices potentially hitting
$140 per barrel, devastating the U.S.
economy despite its petroleum sector
independence.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* Environmental groups have filed lawsuits

against the Trump administration for

i ] i lations,
characterizing the move as an illegal
handout to oil companies.

* A U.S. District Judge in California has

struck down mandatory detention policies

for immigration detainees, signaling deep
institutional friction between the judiciary
and the executive.
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Information Warfare & Disinformation

* Narratives concerning "fabricated deaths"
during Iranian protests are being utilized to
portray Western media reporting as a
psychological operation ("Midnight
Fantasies") designed to manufacture
consent for war.

* State media is emphasizing that Iranian

women are smoking more than ever as a

defiant response to "colorful revolutions"
and Western social engineering attempts.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Unipolar Moment"

The strategic narrative of the day revolves
around the obsolescence of U.S. hegemony.
The failure of the 2025 "12-day war" to
achieve regime change in Iran has been
framed as a historic defeat on par with the
1953 coup or the Vietnam War. This is
reinforced by the unraveling of the Bretton
Woods system, as Russia and China accelerate
the adoption of the Cross-border Interbank
Payment System (CIPS) to bypass the U.S.
dollar, effectively neutralizing the efficacy of
Western sanctions.

The Institutionalization of Resistance

Resistance is being redefined from a militant
activity to a foundational political philosophy.
The "madness" of resisting superior forces is
portrayed as a rational strategy to shift the
balance of power, as seen in the historical
evolution of Hamas and Hezbollah. This "Axis
of Resistance" is no longer just a proxy
network but a formal military and economic
bloc that identifies itself as the last line of
defense for Islam and global sovereignty.

The Moral Bankruptcy of the Global
North

A recurring theme is the perceived moral
decay of the West, exemplified by the Epstein
scandal. The transcripts suggest a "immune
system" within the U.S. establishment that
protects corrupt elites while punishing
dissenters. The arrest of Prince Andrew is
used to highlight the history of corruption
within royal and political circles, framing the
entire Western democratic model as a
"business taking over from the voters."

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran: Structural Amid

Resilience

Hardening

* Iran is undergoing a painful but deliberate

economic  restructuring to eliminate

internal corruption and inefficiencies.

* Despite internal dissent during the
"JTanuary 2026 unrest," the state portrays a
high degree of national solidarity during
the 47th anniversary of the revolution, with
millions taking to the streets to support the
leadership.

* The government is leveraging "martyrdom"

narratives to delegitimize foreign-backed

rioters and reinforce social order.

United Kingdom: Institutional Collapse of
Trust

* The arrest of Prince Andrew at 8:00 AM
local time has sent shockwaves through the
monarchy, which 64% of Britons still view
favorably, threatening its long-term
stability.
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e Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s insistence

that "nobody is above the law" highlights a
deepening rift between the government and
the House of Windsor.

United States: Executive-Judicial Conflict

* The Trump administration is mired in legal
challenges regarding its dismantling of
climate rules and immigration enforcement.

* Public sentiment is portrayed as
increasingly polarized, with "millions"

taking to the streets for "No King’s Day"

protests against Trump’s  perceived
authoritarianism.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar Security Bloc

The world is being framed as a fracturing
multipolar arena where the U.S. is "no longer
having the mandate of heaven." Iran has
successfully positioned itself as a partner to
Russia and China, enjoying "full backing"
following the surprise Israeli attack in June
2025. This bloc is actively projecting power in
the Persian Gulf and Caspian Sea, using naval
diplomacy to ensure "maritime regional
security" without reliance on outside powers.

The Isolation of Western "Proxies"

Israel is increasingly portrayed as a isolated
actor whose annexationist policies are
alienating even historical allies. The narrative
suggests that the U.S. is willing to abandon its
allies if its own interests are threatened, a
message intended to drive a wedge between
the U.S. and its partners in the Arab world
and Europe.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is characterized
by extreme energy volatility and a systemic
move toward de-dollarization. Iran’s removal
of the preferential currency rate is the most
significant domestic economic event, while
the threat to the Strait of Hormuz remains the
primary global risk vector.

* Energy Prices: Predictions place oil at
$140 per barrel if regional hostilities

resume.

* Currency Devaluation: Iran has moved
away from the 4,200 rial rate to a single

transparent exchange rate to stabilize its
commercial market.

* Trade Infrastructure: The North-South
Transit Corridor is viewed as an "economic
game changer" that will bypass Western-
controlled sea routes.

* Foreign Investment: Reports suggest the
U.S. could lose $2.4 trillion in investments
from the UAE and Saudi Arabia if it
initiates an attack on Iran.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day is marked by the fall of high-profile
establishment figures and the hardening of
revolutionary leadership.

* Prince Andrew: Formally arrested and
detained on suspicion of misconduct, facing
a potential maximum sentence of life
imprisonment.

* Masud Pezeshkian: Portrayed as a stable
and principled leader managing complex
economic reforms and regional defense.

* Donald Trump: Framed as a "lunatic in
the White House" who is potentially being
blackmailed into conflict by "Zionist
occupied" forces.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_183200_SPOTLIGHT
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_220000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_220000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_173200_Documentary__Midnight_Fantasies_2
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_110000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_110000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_090000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_090000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_140000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_120000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_120000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_053200_Documentary__Sara_1
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260219_053200_Documentary__Sara_1

* Charlie Kirk: Noted as having been
assassinated after speaking out against a
war with Iran, a claim used to highlight
U.S. internal chaos.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial hierarchy prioritizes
military readiness and the delegitimization of
the West. The Lead Story is the Iran-Russia
naval drills and the 19th Joint FEconomic
Commission, highlighting Eastern
cooperation. The Epstein files are given
significant airtime to provide a "moral"
explanation for U.S. foreign policy failures.
Buried Stories include any detailed accounts
of Iranian domestic suffering due to inflation,
which is instead framed as a "necessary
surgery." The Emotional Tone is one of
defiant nationalism mixed with skeptical
analysis of "propaganda.”
Conspicuous Omissions include any

mention of the internal political suppression
in Russia or the specific Iranian military
losses during the "12-day war."

Western

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s coverage suggests a
world where "might makes right," and
Western "soft power" has been completely
eroded by hypocrisy and corruption.

COUNTRIES

* Iran: Portrayed as a resilient, self-sufficient
"stronghold" that has consolidated its
structural bases and cannot be intimidated
by sanctions or force.

* United States: Framed as a "schizophrenic

state" that is militarily capable but

economically challenged and morally
bankrupt.

* Israel: Portrayed as the "chaos engine of
the West," carrying out a genocidal policy
while being "immune from international
sanctions."

* Russia: Framed as a reliable and strategic

partner that has reaffirmed its support for
sovereign nations like Cuba and Iran.

LEADERS

* Ayatollah Ali Khamenei: Characterized
as the "de facto leader of the whole
resistance" who is defiant and bold in the
face of threats.

* Donald Trump: Implicitly portrayed as an

erratic '"zionist stuge" who is ignoring
international law to defend "self-declared
red lines."

* Vladimir Putin: Framed as a sane
strategist contrasted with "crazy" Western
leaders, focused on building a "multilateral
world."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The broadcast uses
the "12-day war" as a foundational myth to
prove Western military incompetence and
Iranian tactical superiority.

* Censorship & Manipulation: Western
media is accused of ‘'reporting as
rehearsal," where war is discussed as an
abstract chess move rather than a human
catastrophe.
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* Psychological Operations: The "Epstein
files" are being used as a primary tool to
undermine the chain of command in the
U.S. military by questioning the president’s
motivations.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Regional War Escalation: If U.S. carrier
groups attempt to enter the Strait of
Hormuz to break the "anti-piracy" drills,
Iran will selectively block ships, targeting
only Western-linked vessels while allowing
allied cargo to pass.

The Collapse of the House of Windsor:
The Prince Andrew arrest is likely a "first
card" in a house of cards that could bring
down the British monarchy as further

Epstein revelations emerge.

* Economic Hardening: Iran’s economic
reforms will likely lead to a thriving eurasia
hub, provided they can manage the internal
inflation spikes in the next 120 days.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a decision
on a potential nuclear deal within 10 days, as
Trump’s advisors weigh the risk of a $140/
barrel oil shock before the U.S. midterm
cycles.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):
Implementation of the North-South Corridor
will begin diverted significant trade volume
away from the Suez Canal, increasing the
economic pressure on Western FEuropean
ports.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The transition to a

multipolar world order will reach a point of no

return as BRICS nations formalize their

alternative financial system, rendering U.S.
secondary sanctions irrelevant.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Energy Market Collapse: A blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz. Triggers: Kinetic
action against Iranian "missile cities."
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic
global recession. Mitigations: Immediate

iplomati - lation in Geneva.

* West Bank Insurgency: Formal
annexation leading to total Palestinian
revolt. Triggers: Registration of Area C
land. Likelihood: Certain. Impact:
Collapse of the Palestinian Authority and
regional instability. Mitigations:
International arms embargo on Israel.

Nuclear Incident: Accidental strike on
Iranian nuclear facilities during drills.
Triggers: U.S. B-2 bomber provocation
missions. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Massive environmental disaster and total
war. Mitigations: Hotline
Moscow and Washington.

between

* Social Unrest in the West: Large-scale
"No King's Day" riots. Triggers: Release of
unredacted Epstein files. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Erosion of executive
branch authority. Mitigations: Judicial
transparency and elite accountability.

Technological Decoupling: Eastern bloc
achieving "Al Sovereignty." Triggers: The

New Delhi Al Impact Summit agreements.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Loss of
Western tech sector dominance.

Mitigations: Re-engagement with Global
South digital infrastructure projects.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e Iranian Domestic Dissent: The broadcast
minimizes the actual tormented nature of
life for those outside the "revolutionary"
framework.

* Russian Economic Fragility: While
focusing on "understanding," the
transcripts omit the impact of the Ukraine

Russia’s i | stability.

* Israeli Military Capacity: The claim that
90% of Irani issil  the I
Dome during the 12-day war is unverified
and likely exaggerated for deterrent effect.

e China’s Actual Commitment: China is

mentioned as a partner but opted out of the
latest drills at the last minute, suggesting a

much more cautious approach than the
narrative implies.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Desperation of the East: The
"economic surgery" in Iran is not a move
toward strength but a desperate attempt to
stop a currency collapse that has already
begun. The naval drills are a "potemkin"
show of force to hide a hollowed-out
conventional military capacity after the
2025 conflict.

* Trump’s "Madman" Diplomacy: Trump’s
threats are not a result of blackmail but a
Theory" intended to force a more favorable
diplomatic settlement in the next 10 days.

* Black Swan Event: A South Korean
insurrection following the 2024 martial law
attempt leads to the collapse of the U.S.
alliance in East Asia, leaving the U.S.
unable to pivot to West Asia.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Pivot from "maximum pressure"
to ‘"strategic detachment" to avoid a
regional war that the U.S. logistical chain
currently cannot support.

* Economic: Develop immediate
contingencies for a closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, including federal price controls
for energy.

* Diplomatic: Distance from the Israeli West
Bank annexation plan to prevent the total
loss of influence with Arab allies.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Accelerate the transition
to Eastern logistics hubs like those being
developed via the North-South Corridor to
mitigate Suez Canal instability.

* Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for a
resurgence of federal climate regulations if
the judiciary succeeds in striking down
current repeals.

* Capital Allocation: Hedge against a
"sinkin llar" by increasing exposure to
BRICS-linked sovereign wealth funds and
digital trade platforms.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Iranian administration has enacted
sweeping legislation to end preferential
exchange rates and transition to a direct-to-
consumer subsidy model. In the U.S,,
legislative focus is dominated by judicial

reversals of immigration and climate policies.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Iran Economic Surgery Act: Formalizes
the removal of the 4,200 rial rate to
stabilize the central bank reserves.

* Israeli State Property Registration: The
cabinet's administrative order to annex
Area C under the guise of state land title
process.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* 19th Joint Economic Commission:
Tehran and Moscow sign four MOUs to
counter the impact of Western sanctions.

* India AI Impact Summit: Prime Minister
Modi frames Al as a decisive force for
human development rather than disruption.

KEY STORIES

* Iran-Russia Naval Exercises:
Synchronized air-sea drills in the Sea of
Oman to combat maritime terrorism and
signal multipolar unity.

* The Arrest of Prince Andrew: The 66-
year-old was detained in L.ondon over ties
to Jeffrey Epstein, causing a crisis in the
House of Windsor.

* West Bank Annexation Plan: Bezalel
Smotrich’s plan to register 14% of Area C
as state land, sparking UN condemnation.

e Death Toll in Gaza: Reports indicate

72,100 killed and 172,000 wounded since
the start of the October conflict.

* Trump’s War Dilemma: U.S. President

weighing a "limited symbolic strike" while

threatened by blackmail and internal

judiciary revolts.

*The Story of Sarah Bruzan: A
documentary detailing a Cuban orphan's
journey to Islam an mmuni in
Venezuela.

* Iran’s Currency Reform: Removal of the
4,200 rate to stop the leakage of resources
and combat rent-seeking.

Charlie Kirk Assassination: Claims that

the U.S. activist was killed by leftist
organizations for opposing a war with Iran.

Medical Breaking Point in Gaza: Aging
generators at Al-Shifa and Al-Agsa are on
the brink of total failure, threatening
dialysis patients.

* Sudanese City of El-Fasher: UN probe
finds genocide committed by Rapid Support
Forces last October.

* South Korean Martial Law Guilty
Verdict: Former President Yun Suk-yeol

found guilty of masterminding an
insurrection.

e North-South Transit Corridor: Moscow-
Tehran cooperation to build a land transit
route from Russia to India.

* Razan Imad Khaira Story: A Palestinian
champion sprinter who lost both legs in an
air strike but seeks to run again via
prosthetic aid.

Russian Support for Cuba: Vladimir
Putin reaffirms support for Havana in the

face of new U.S. sanctions.
* Greenland Colonization Proposal:
Trump’s reported plan to colonize

Greenland provokes anger from European
leaders.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
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around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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