
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
M1

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

M1

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

HUNGARY ALLEGES ENERGY

SABOTAGE AND COLLUSION AS

ORBAN JOINS TRUMP’S PEACE

COUNCIL IN WASHINGTON

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in

the  Hungarian  government's  domestic  and

foreign policy communication, centered on a

dual-track strategy: elevating Prime Minister

Viktor Orbán’s status as a global peacemaker

alongside Donald Trump while simultaneously

declaring  a  state  of  "oil  war"  and  domestic

"political  blackmail."  The  state  media

narrative is  dominated by the founding of  a

new "Peace Council" in Washington DC, where

Orbán  is  framed  as  the  sole  European

founding member founding member invited

by  Trump.  This  summit  is  strategically

positioned to contrast with the "impotence" of

established international  bodies  like  the  UN

and  the  EU,  which  are  portrayed  as  being

under the thumb of "war-pro" elites.

Domestically, the government is mobilizing for

the  upcoming  April  12  elections  by

weaponizing  energy  security.  The  central

narrative  alleges  that  Ukraine—aided  by

Germany,  Brussels,  and  the  Hungarian

opposition  Tisza  Party—has  deliberately

halted  oil  flow through  the  Friendship

(Barátság)  pipeline  despite  there  being  no

legitimate  technical  obstacles  no  technical

obstacles.  Government  spokespeople  claim

intelligence  proves  a  "Munich  Pact"  exists

between Volodymyr Zelensky and Tisza Party

leadership  to  trigger  an  energy  crisis  and

topple  the  Orbán  government  secret  pact.

This  is  being  used  to  justify  the  release  of

strategic  oil  reserves  and  to  frame  the

opposition as "foreign agents" and "traitors."

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Washington Peace Council Initiative 

Donald Trump hosts the first meeting of the

Board  of  Peace  Summit  in  Washington,

positioning it  as an alternative to the UN

NS-nek működésével. Orban is the only EU

leader participating as a founder only EU

leader.

The council focuses on Gaza and Ukraine,

claiming  $6.5  billion  has  already  been

pledged for Gaza reconstruction 6.5 billion

dollars.

Trump  publicly  endorses  Orbán  for  the

upcoming Hungarian elections, calling him

a  "strong  leader"  who  has  done  a  "great

job" on migration full support.

The  "Oil  War"  and  Friendship  Pipeline

Crisis 

Ukraine has  halted oil  shipments  through

the Friendship pipeline. Hungary claims it

is  political  blackmail,  as  reports  suggest

the  pipeline  remains  technically

functional despite  nearby  drone  strikes

műszakilag működőképes.
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The  Hungarian  government  has  released

one-third  of  its  strategic  oil  reserves  to

ensure  three  months  of  supply  three

months.

In retaliation,  Hungary and Slovakia have

halted  diesel  exports to  Ukraine  halted

diesel exports.

Allegations of the "Munich Pact" 

Government intelligence claims that during

the  Munich  Security  Conference,  the

Zelensky administration conspired with the

Tisza Party to maintain the pipeline closure

to  damage  Orbán’s  election  chances

Munich agreement.

The Tisza Party is  accused of agreeing to

give  up  Hungary's  EU  veto  and  finance

Ukraine's  war  in  exchange  for  power

abandoning the veto.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: Coverage

of  the  Ukraine  war  focuses  heavily  on  the

"brutality"  of  Ukrainian  forced  mobilization,

with reports of "TCK commandos" kidnapping

men  from  buses  and  apartments  forced

mobilization.  Meanwhile,  Poland  is  officially

exiting  the  Ottawa  Treaty to  deploy

landmines on its borders, a move framed as a

response  to  deteriorating  regional  security

Polish landmines.

Energy  Security: Energy  is  currently  the

primary  theater  of  political  conflict.  The

government  is  attempting  to  diversify  away

from the Ukrainian transit route by ordering

500,000 tons of oil via Croatia’s Adria pipeline

oil from Croatia, though it notes that Croatia

is charging high fees and "taking advantage"

of the situation Croatian fees.

Climate & Extreme Weather: Severe winter

weather  warnings  are  in  effect  for

Transdanubia and Sopron, with up to 20 cm

of snow expected 20 cm snow. Interestingly,

the  network  ran  a  repeated  segment  on

church  organ  tuning  records  acting  as  a

"climate archive,"  showing a  gradual  rise  in

indoor  temperatures  since  the  late  20th

century climate archive.

Information  Warfare: The  state  media  is

operating  as  a  synchronized  megaphone  for

the  "Munich  Pact"  theory,  translating  these

accusations  into  English,  Russian,  German,

and Chinese Chinese bulletin. The Tisza Party

leader,  Péter  Magyar,  is  under  intense

character  attack,  with  reports  focusing  on

alleged drug use at parties and disparaging

comments  about  his  own  MEP  candidates

drug allegations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Trump-Orbán  Axis  as  a  New  World

Order The day's reporting treats the "Peace

Council"  in  Washington  not  just  as  a

diplomatic  event,  but  as  the  birth  of  a

replacement  for  the  "failed"  rules-based

order. The network repeatedly highlights that

established  bodies  like  the  UN  are

"bureaucratic"  and  "impotent,"  whereas

Trump’s  personal  diplomacy  is  "efficient"

personal relationships. Orbán is portrayed as

the  prophet  of  this  movement,  having

"predicted" Trump's return as early as 2015

prophetic  prediction.  The  narrative  suggests

that if the Peace Council succeeds in Gaza, it

will  then "solve" the Ukraine war through a

"compromise"  that  European  elites  are  too

ideological to accept Gaza success first.

Weaponization of Energy Dependency The

government is framing the Friendship pipeline
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stoppage  as  an  act  of  "state  terrorism" 

state  terrorism.  By  releasing  strategic

reserves  and  stopping  diesel  exports  to

Ukraine, the government is signaling it will no

longer maintain the "good neighbor" policy if

its core energy interests are threatened. The

economic subtext is a warning to the public: a

change in government would mean the end of

utility price caps (rezsicsökkentés) and a jump

to 1,000 HUF per liter of fuel 1000 Ft fuel.

Delegitimization  of  the  Domestic

Opposition The Tisza Party is never referred

to  as  a  legitimate  political  entity  but  as  a

"puppet"  of  foreign  interests.  The  "Munich

Pact" narrative serves as a preemptive strike

against  the  opposition's  election  campaign,

suggesting  that  any  economic  hardship

caused  by  the  oil  stoppage  is  the

opposition's fault opposition to blame. The

focus  on  Péter  Magyar's  alleged  personal

failings (drug use, narcissism) is designed to

make  him  an  unacceptable  alternative  for

"sovereignty-minded" voters unstable leader.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Hungary  appears  to  be  entering  a  state  of

high-intensity  political  mobilization  ahead  of

the  April  12  elections.  The  "Peace  March"

(Békemenet)  planned for  March 15  is  being

framed as a show of force against "foreign

interference" sovereignty march. Despite the

government's outward projection of strength,

the urgency and frequency of the attacks on

the  Tisza  Party  suggest  a  high  degree  of

anxiety regarding  the  opposition's

momentum. The use of strategic oil reserves

indicates that the government is willing to use

critical  state  resources  to  suppress  any

economic dissatisfaction before the vote. The

narrative of "secret pacts" with Ukraine and

Brussels  is  being  used  to  create  a  "siege

mentality"  among  the  electorate  siege

mentality.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  Orban  administration  is  positioning

Hungary as a bridgehead for Trumpism in

Europe. By being the only EU founder of the

Peace Council, Hungary is effectively "opting

out"  of  the  common  EU  foreign  policy

regarding both the Middle East and Ukraine.

The framing of the "outside world" is binary:

the  "Peace  Camp"  (Trump,  Orbán,  and

emerging powers like India and Brazil) versus

the "War Camp" (The Biden-era holdovers in

the US, the "Brussels elite," and Ukraine). The

broadcasting  reflects  an  attempt  to  project

power  far  beyond  Hungary's  actual  weight,

suggesting that Orbán "sits at the table where

the  future  is  written"  while  other  European

leaders are "left behind" left behind.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Geopolitical risks are now directly impacting

the domestic economic indicators, particularly

in  the  energy  sector.  The  government  is

signaling that the era of cheap Russian energy

is under an existential threat, which they are

using to justify interventionist fiscal policies.

Energy Commodity Shift: 500,000 tons of

oil  ordered via  Croatia  to  compensate for

Friendship pipeline failure oil order.

Fuel  Price  Forecasts: Government

warnings  of  1,000  HUF/liter gasoline  if

opposition takes power fuel price spike.

Strategic  Reserves: One  month  of  the

three-month strategic  oil  supply  has been

released one-third released.
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Real Estate: Claims that the "Otthonstart"

3% fixed-rate loan program has slowed rent

inflation rent stagnation.

Labor  Market: Registered  jobseekers

dropped  by  600  compared  to  last  year;

minimum wage increased by 11% minimum

wage hike.

Utility  Subsidy: The  government  is

spending  4,802  billion  HUF  on  family

subsidies in 2026 family spending.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

While  no  formal  government  resignations

occurred today,  the transcripts focus heavily

on the implosion of opposition leadership

and  the  consolidation  of  the  Trump-Orbán

alliance.

Péter Magyar (Tisza Party): Portrayed as

a "two-legged national security risk" facing

a  internal  "putsch"  from  his  own  party

national  security  risk.  Rumors  of  his

replacement by "Captain István" are being

circulated leadership challenge.

Donald Trump: Framed as the undisputed

leader of the global "Peace Camp," already

behaving as a sitting President behaving as

president.

Mark Rutte (NATO): Critically framed as

"evasive"  and  "ineffective"  during  the

Trump-led shift in alliance dynamics Rutte

criticized.

Javier Milei (Argentina): Highlighted as

a  new  "courageous"  ally  of  Orbán  in

Washington,  noted  for  their  "personal

sympathy" Milei and Orban.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network’s hierarchy is highly repetitive

and  synchronized,  with  the  Washington

Peace  Council  and  the  "Oil  War"  occupying

roughly  80%  of  the  airtime.  The  tone  is

alarmist  regarding  domestic  threats

("sabotage")  but  triumphalist  regarding

international  standing  ("global  player").

Buried  stories include  the  2,500  civilian

deaths  in  Ukraine,  which  are  mentioned

briefly as a "horrors of war" segment rather

than a strategic development civilian deaths. 

Conspicuous  Omissions include  any

perspective  from  the  Ukrainian  government

regarding  the  pipeline  damage  or  any

independent verification of the "Munich Pact"

beyond "intelligence reports."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  transcripts  reveal  a  deeply  bifurcated

world  where  traditional  alliances  are

portrayed as dying relics.

Ukraine: Framed  as  a  hostile

blackmailer and an ungrateful recipient of

aid.  "Zelensky  is  a  demonic  figure...  who

wants  a  puppet  government  in  Hungary"

Zelensky demonized.

The  United  States  (Trump-aligned):

Portrayed  as  strong,  pragmatic,  and

friendly.  "America  is  finally  being

American again" America being American.

The European Union / Germany: Framed

as inept and suicidal.  They are "playing

with fire" by sabotaging peace and energy

supplies suicidal policy.

Croatia: Framed  as  a  mercenary

neighbor, fulfilling its legal duty to supply

oil  but  only  at  exorbitant  prices  Croatian

opportunism.
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Iran: Portrayed  as  a  "dark  horse"  that

Trump  is  successfully  handling  through

strength  and  bunker-busting  threats

threats to Iran.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  "Munich  Pact"  is  the  day's  primary

narrative  seeding event.  By  framing  a

meeting  in  Munich  as  a  "secret  pact,"  the

government is attempting to create a treason

narrative  that  can  be  used  to  justify

extraordinary  measures  or  legal  actions

against  the  Tisza  Party  after  the  elections

paktum  titokban.  The  use  of  "intelligence

reports" that only state media has access to

suggests  a  coordinated  effort  to  control  the

pre-election  information  flow.  Furthermore,

the  synchronization  of  news  in  Chinese  and

Russian  shows  an  effort  to  legitimize

Hungary’s  stance to  eastern  partners,

projecting  a  image  of  a  stable  "island  of

peace" in a chaotic West.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Energy  Nationalization  or  Retaliation:

If  the  pipeline  does  not  restart  within  10

days,  Hungary  may  escalate  its  "diesel

stop" into a full electricity cutoff to Ukraine

electricity cutoff.

Election Flashpoint: The April 12 election

will be framed as a referendum on "War or

Peace,"  with  the  government  likely  to

release more "intelligence" leaks regarding

the  opposition  in  the  final  weeks

referendum on war.

Diplomatic  Schism: Hungary’s  founding

role  in  the  Peace  Council  will  lead  to  a

formal diplomatic protest or sanctions from

other  EU  member  states,  particularly

France and Germany,  who were "left  out"

European backlash.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  "fresh

legitimacy"  push  following  the  March  15

Peace March. Oil reserves will continue to be

drawn down, but the public will be insulated

from price hikes until after the April 12 vote

insulating the public.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Post-election,

Hungary will likely formalize its ties with the

Peace Council, potentially hosting a "Budapest

Peace  Summit"  as  a  counter-weight  to  EU

summits Budapest summit. Energy prices will

likely  be  adjusted  upward  once  the  election

"buffer" is no longer needed.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structural

decoupling  from  the  EU's  common  foreign

policy.  Hungary  will  transition  to  a  "niche

power"  that  leverages  its  relationships  with

Trump-led US, Russia, and China to act as a

regional energy and diplomatic clearinghouse

new world order.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

Energy  Supply  Collapse: If  Croatia’s

Adria pipeline cannot meet the capacity of

the  Friendship  line,  Hungary  will  face  a

severe industrial energy shortage. Trigger:

Technical  failure  in  the  Adria  line  or

Croatia  bowing  to  EU  pressure  to  stop

Russian  transit.  Likelihood: Medium.

Impact: Catastrophic for GDP. Mitigation:

Continued release of strategic reserves and

negotiation of lower fees with Zagreb fees

mitigation.

Domestic  Unrest  /  Pre-Election

Violence: The "traitor" rhetoric against the

Tisza Party could lead to physical  clashes

during the March 15 marches. Trigger: A

specific  incident  at  a  political  rally.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: High.

Mitigation: Increased police presence and

cooling of  rhetoric (unlikely given current

posture).

Ukrainian  Military  Retaliation:

Escalation  of  the  "oil  war"  could  lead

Ukraine  to  target  other  Hungarian  assets

or  interests  in  Kárpátalja.  Trigger:

Hungary cutting off electricity to Ukraine.

Likelihood: Low.  Impact: Regional

conflict.  Mitigation: Maintaining  back-

channel  diplomacy  despite  the  public

rhetoric.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts mention that 20 countries

attended  the  Peace  Summit  but  fail  to

name  most  of  them,  focusing  only  on

Hungary, Albania, Romania (observer), and

Argentina.  The true "global"  reach of  this

council remains unverified.

There  is  no  mention  of  why the  EU  is

supposedly asking the Tisza Party to raise

taxes  and  cut  subsidies,  other  than  the

blanket  "Brussels  elite"  narrative  tax

allegations.

The "Munich Pact" relies entirely on state-

controlled  intelligence  claims  without  any

documentation  or  corroborating  evidence

presented in the broadcasts.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The Desperation  Play: The  entire  pipeline

crisis  and  "WashingtonPeacesummit"  are  a

massive  distraction  from  a  domestic

economic collapse that the government can

no longer hide. The release of oil reserves is

not a strategic move, but a last-ditch effort to

keep the lights on until the April 12 vote, after

which the currency could devalue sharply.

The  False  Flag  Pipeline: The  "technical

functionality"  of  the  pipeline,  as  claimed  by

Hungary, might be a fabrication to justify the

"blackmail" narrative. If the pipeline is indeed

physically destroyed, the government’s refusal

to acknowledge it serves to create a fictional

enemy to unify the base before the election.

Black  Swan: A  sudden  Russian  military

collapse or a major internal shift in Moscow

that  renders  the  Trump-Orbán  "peace  plan"

moot, leaving Hungary diplomatically isolated

and energy-starved diplomatic isolation.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: 

Security: EU  member  states  should

prepare for Hungary to increasingly act as

a "spoiler" or intelligence gap within NATO/

EU structures due to its foundering of the

Peace Council.

Diplomatic: Re-evaluate  the  "Friendship"

pipeline's future as a viable infrastructure,

as it has become a purely political weapon

monopoly end.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Logistics: Companies  relying  on

Hungarian  refined  products  should

immediately  seek  alternatives  as  diesel

production may become erratic due to the

transit halt refined export stop.

Regulatory: Investors  in  Hungary  should

price  in  significant  political  risk

premiums ahead of the April 12 election,

given  the  "oil  war"  and  allegations  of

foreign collusion.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focuses  on  emergency

decrees  and  family  housing  subsidies  to

maintain public order and support before the

elections.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Strategic Reserve Release: Emergency

decree to release one month's worth of

kőolaj (crude oil)  to the market release

decree.

Otthonstart Program: A 3% fixed-rate

housing loan for families 3% loan.

Diesel Export Ban: Government order

to cease diesel fuel shipments to Ukraine

export ban.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Kormányinfó  (Government  Press

Conference): Gergely Gulyás details the

"Munich  Pact"  and  the  pipeline  crisis

Gulyas briefing.

Washington  Peace  Council  Presser:

Szijjártó and Orbán speak on Hungary's

role  as  a  global  peace  founder

Washington presser.

KEY STORIES

Washington  Peace  Council  Founding:

Donald Trump and Viktor Orbán establish a

new  international  council  to  resolve

conflicts  in  Gaza  and  Ukraine,  bypassing

traditional bodies founding story.

Friendship  Pipeline  Sabotage: Ukraine

stops oil flow to Hungary; Hungary claims

technical  reports  show  the  pipe  is  intact

and  calls  it  political  zsarolás  (blackmail)

sabotage story.

The  "Munich  Pact"  Conspiracy:

Intelligence  allegations  that  Zelensky  and

the Tisza Party  coordinated to  stop oil  to

influence  the  Hungarian  election

conspiracy story.

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Strategic  Reserve  Release: Hungary

releases  oil  reserves  for  three  months  of

supply  to  prevent  a  price  shock  reserves

story.

Diesel  Export Retaliation: Hungary and

Slovakia  stop  providing  diesel  to  the

Ukrainian  military  until  oil  flows  resume

retaliation story.

Péter Magyar Character Assassination:

Reports on the opposition leader's alleged

drug  use,  secret  programs,  and  "brain-

dead" MEPs Péter Magyar story.

Severe  Snow Warning: Up  to  20  cm of

snow in Sopron and Transdanubia; winter

storms  hitting  northern  and  western

Hungary snow story.

Polish  Ottawa  Treaty  Exit: Poland  will

deploy landmines on its borders due to the

regional threat matrix Polish mines story.

Kurtág  György’s  100th  Birthday:

National celebration of the composer with

concerts at the Műpa Kurtág story.

Church  Organs  as  Climate  Archives:

Historical  tuning  records  show  rising

indoor temperatures in European churches

organ climate story.

Gaza  Reconstruction  Funding: Peace

Council claims $5 billion (later $6.5 billion)

already  committed  to  rebuild  Gaza  Gaza

funds.

Forced Mobilization in Ukraine: Reports

of  "TCK  commandos"  using  violence  and

cutting  power  to  apartments  to  capture

draft-age men forced mobilization story.

Hungarian  Real  Estate  "Otthonstart":

Claims  that  new  housing  loans  are

stabilizing  the  market  for  young  families

real estate story.

Budapest  Dirtiness  Ranking: A  survey

claims 40% of tourists find Budapest dirty

under  current  city  leadership  cleanliness

story.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.
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For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

