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THE GLOBAL ORDER FACES A

STRUCTURAL FRACTURE AS THE

UNITED STATES INITIATES A

PARALLEL INTERNATIONAL

SECURITY ARCHITECTURE WHILE

THE BRITISH MONARCHY AND

SOUTH KOREAN EXECUTIVE

BRANCH GRAPPLE WITH CRIMINAL

ACCOUNTABILITY FOR STATE-LEVEL

MISCONDUCT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  19-20,  2026,  marks  a  watershed

moment  in  the  degradation  of  post-WWII

international  institutions  and  the  rise  of

personalistic  diplomacy.  The  inauguration  of

the  Donald  Trump-led  Peace  Board in

Washington  represents  an  explicit  challenge

to  the  United  Nations,  coinciding  with  a

strategic  US  decision  to  withhold  over  $2

billion in membership fees, effectively pushing

the  UN toward  potential  insolvency  by  July.

This shift toward a "parallel UN" is attended

by revisionist actors like Viktor Orban, while

traditional  European  allies  remain  largely

sidelined or resistant, signaling a deep rift in

the Western alliance.

Simultaneously,  the  legal  environment  for

high-level officials has shifted toward extreme

consequence. The arrest of Prince Andrew in

London on charges of leaking state secrets to

Jeffrey  Epstein  and  misconduct  in  office

represents  an  unprecedented  crisis  for  the

British  Royal  Family.  In  East  Asia,  the

sentencing of former South Korean President

Yoon Suk-yeol to life in prison for a 2024 coup

attempt  reinforces  a  global  trend  of

aggressive legal warfare against former heads

of state. These developments occur against a

backdrop  of  imminent  military  escalation,

with the US military poised for strikes against

Iran as diplomatic efforts in Geneva stall.

Domestically, Lithuania is navigating complex

transitions in security and governance. While

the state continues to integrate the German

brigade and  bolster  its  defense  posture

against  Belarusian  hybrid  threats,  it  faces

internal  friction  over  the  reform  of  the

national  broadcaster  (LRT)  and bureaucratic

hurdles  that  threaten  its  biotech  and  laser

sectors.  Societal  discourse  is  increasingly

focused  on  the  intersection  of  biology  and

modernity,  ranging  from  the  clinical

classification of body dysmorphia to the long-

term  health  impacts  of  the  "Long  COVID"

phenomenon, which continues to affect labor

productivity and social welfare.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Institutional  Decoupling: The  US  is

actively  facilitating  the  collapse  of  UN

financing  while  standing  up  a  parallel

"Peace Board"  intended to  manage global

conflicts  via  personal  executive  contact

rather than multilateral consensus.
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Regime  Accountability: The  British

monarchy  is  undergoing  a  security  stress

test following  Prince  Andrew's  detention,

which  involves  seven  specialized  police

teams  investigating  the  nexus  of  sexual

crimes and the exposure of state secrets.

Iranian Flashpoint: Military posturing in

the  Persian  Gulf  has  reached  a  critical

threshold,  with  US  carrier  strike  groups

deployed  and  local  allies  like  Poland

warning that conflict is "very real" as Iran

fortifies  nuclear  sites  with  concrete  and

soil.

Lithuanian  Strategic  Alignment:

President Nausėda is balancing a desire for

normalized relations with China and Taiwan

while deepening military ties with Germany

and maintaining a hardline stance against

the Lukashenko regime in Belarus.

Societal  Biological  Evolution: Public

health and sociological experts are warning

that  modern  aesthetic  standards  and

cosmetic  interventions like  Botox  may  be

impairing  fundamental  human  biological

processes, such as infant-mother emotional

recognition.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  US  military  is  in  a  high  state  of

readiness  for  strikes  on  Iran,  awaiting  a

final  executive  decision  from  President

Trump.

Ukraine  reports  reclaiming  200km  of

territory,  though  soldiers  on  the  front

remain  cautious  about  high  expectations

leading  to  political  crises  if  momentum

stalls.

Lithuania  is  accelerating  the  construction

of infrastructure for German troops, aiming

for full  brigade deployment by the end of

2027.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The new "Peace Board"  logo features  the

US  at  the  center,  mimicking  the  UN  but

emphasizing US-centric control.

Lithuanian  diplomacy  is  under  scrutiny

regarding  the  relocation  of  Sviatlana

Tsikhanouskaya to  Warsaw,  with  the

government  denying  that  this  signals  a

retreat from the Belarusian opposition.

The  US  is  exploring  diplomatic  re-

engagement with  Belarus,  a  move

Lithuania views with skepticism given the

ongoing  hybrid  attacks  and  support  for

Russia.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

South Korea's judiciary has finalized a life

sentence for  former  President  Yoon  Suk-

yeol,  citing  a  lack  of  remorse  for  his

attempted military coup.

A  conflict  has  emerged  within  the

Lithuanian  Seimas  over  LRT  governance,

with the opposition accusing the majority of

pushing  narrow  group  interests  and

threatening free speech.

Global Health & Biosecurity

The  "Long  COVID"  epidemic  remains  a

chronic  issue,  illustrated  by  cases  of

patients  suffering  from  70+  concurrent

symptoms,  including  micro-strokes  and

neurological impairment.

Health  experts  are  advocating  for  the

recognition  of  body  dysmorphia as  a

clinical  disease  to  unlock  state  resources

for those addicted to cosmetic procedures.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Evolution of Beauty and Social Order

A  notable  thematic  pillar  of  the  day's

discourse  is  the  tension  between  biological

evolution  and  technological  intervention.

Experts  suggest  that  as physical  survival  no

longer  depends  on  "mammoth  hunting,"

human preferences are shifting toward softer,

feminized  features in  men.  However,  this

evolutionary trend is  being disrupted by the

beauty  industry,  which  promotes  hyper-

standardized  features.  There  is  a  growing

concern that cosmetic freezing of expressions

(Botox)  prevents  infants  from  learning

emotional cues from their mothers, potentially

creating  a  generation  with  impaired  social-

emotional recognition.

The Judicialization of Political Failure

Across  multiple  jurisdictions,  the  failure  of

political and elite figures is being addressed

through criminal prosecution rather than just

electoral  or  social  rejection.  From  the  life

sentence of  Yoon  Suk-yeol  to  the  security

investigation of Prince Andrew, the threshold

for  detaining  high-status  individuals  has

dropped. This suggests a global hardening of

institutional responses to perceived threats to

state stability or national security, even when

those  threats  come  from  within  the  ruling

elite.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Lithuanian  Institutional  Friction: The

Seimas is divided over the LRT governance

law,  with  major  stakeholders  like  the

Liberal  Movement  and  professional

journalists'  associations  withdrawing  from

working groups. This indicates a significant

breakdown in consensus regarding the role

of the national broadcaster in a democratic

society.

Economic  Bureaucracy: Investors  are

increasingly  vocal  about  bureaucratic

delays in Lithuania, where export licenses

take five months compared to two days in

Switzerland.  The  failure  of  previous

governmental initiatives to reduce this "red

tape"  has  led  to  the  appointment  of  Inga

Ruginienė to lead a new effort to prevent

the loss of major investors like Roche.

British  Monarchy  under  Siege: The

detention  of  Prince  Andrew  on  his  66th

birthday  and  the  King's  call for  a  fair

investigation  signal  an  attempt  by  the

Palace to distance the institution from the

individual's scandal, though the scale of the

investigation  suggests  deeper  systemic

vulnerabilities.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  USA  as  a  Disruptive  Hegemon:

Under the Trump administration, the US is

framing  the  international  system  as  an

ineffectual bureaucracy (the UN) that must

be  replaced  by  a  direct,  transactional

"Peace Board." This posture weaponizes US

financial  leverage  and  military  might  to

force a new multipolar reality.
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Lithuanian  Defense  Integration:

Lithuania is positioning itself as a frontline

state that  requires  permanent  Allied

presence. The focus on the German brigade

and  the  rejection  of  Russian/Belarusian

overtures  shows  a  commitment  to  the

"Fortress Baltics" strategy.

Russian/Belarusian  Hybrid  Framing:

State  propaganda  continues  to  frame  the

Baltics  as  spiritually  Russian or  failing

states, a narrative aimed at justifying long-

term  hybrid  warfare  and  potential  future

territorial claims based on historical "unity"

manifestos.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by trade

tensions with China and the fallout of the US-

led  disruption  of  international  institutions.

While Lithuania's exports are expanding, the

imbalance  with  China remains  a  critical

strategic  risk.  Internally,  the  government  is

shifting toward regional investment subsidies

to  balance  the  dominance  of  Vilnius  and

Kaunas,  while  battling  a  perception  that

foreign  investors  receive  better  treatment

than local firms.

Key Economic Vectors 

UN Insolvency: The US refusal to pay over

$2 billion in fees threatens the cessation of

global UN operations by July.

Biotech  Ambitions: Northway  is  in

advanced  talks  to  attract  Swiss

pharmaceutical  giant  Roche to  Lithuania,

though  bureaucratic  hurdles  remain  a

primary obstacle.

Energy  Crisis  in  Cuba: A  severe  oil

shortage due  to  US-led  blockades  has

paralyzed waste management and aviation

in Havana.

Defense  Spending: Lithuania  is

prioritizing defense infrastructure projects

to  host  the  German  brigade,  bypassing

standard procurement timelines.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel  shifts  reflect  a  global  movement

toward  executive  consolidation  and  the

aggressive removal of disgraced elites.

Donald  Trump: Consolidating  power

through the Peace Board, a new body that

centralizes global conflict resolution in his

personal office.

Prince  Andrew: Stripped  of  titles  and

detained;  effectively  neutralized  as  a

member of the Royal Family.

Yoon  Suk-yeol: Transitioned  from

disgraced president to life prisoner, ending

his political influence.

Inga Ruginienė: Tasked by the Lithuanian

Prime  Minister  to  dismantle  the

bureaucracy that failed under the previous

Paluckas administration.

Žaneta Rudaitienė: Appointed as the new

Head of Customs in Lithuania, succeeding a

director ousted for drunk driving.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  editorial  priority  was  the

Prince Andrew arrest and the Trump Peace

Board, both of which received repeated deep-

dives across multiple time slots. These stories

were  framed  with  high  urgency  and

skepticism  toward  the  individuals  involved.

The  South  Korean  coup  sentencing was

treated  as  a  significant  international

development  but  received less  analysis  than

the domestic  LRT governance debate.  The
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tone was highly analytical, particularly during

segments  on  evolutionary  biology  and

beauty,  which  served  as  a  sociological

distraction  from  the  darker  military  and

criminal  news.  A  conspicuous  omission  was

the  lack  of  detailed  reporting  on  Chinese

reactions to the Trump "Peace Board," which

will likely be the primary countervailing force

to this new US posture.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts portray a world shifting from

rules-based order to personality-based power

centers.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS 

United States / Donald Trump: Portrayed

as a dominant and disruptive force that is

"inaugurating  its  own  international

organization"  to  compete  with  the  UN.

Trump  is  framed  as  strong  but

unpredictable, with his "Peace Board" seen

as a vehicle for unilateralism.

Lithuania / Gitanas Nausėda: Framed as

principled and defensive, seeking to protect

small-state  interests  in  a  world  of  giants.

Nausėda is depicted as a careful balancer

of the China-Taiwan-US triangle.

United  Kingdom  /  King  Charles  III:

Portrayed as stable and law-abiding, willing

to  sacrifice  a  family  member  to  preserve

the integrity of the state and the law.

Iran  /  Ali  Khamenei:  Depicted  as

defensive  and  opaque,  fortifying  nuclear

sites  while  setting  "red  lines"  that  clash

directly with US demands.

Belarus  /  Alexander  Lukashenko:

Characterized as a hostile proxy for Russia,

using  "balloon  aggression"  and  hybrid

attacks to destabilize NATO's eastern flank.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

United  Nations:  Framed  as  a  failing

institution,  suffering  from  US  financial

sabotage and loss of relevance in the face

of the "Peace Board."

Roche: Portrayed as a potential savior for

Lithuania’s  high-tech  economy,

representing  the  high  stakes  of  domestic

bureaucratic reform.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Russian Historical Revisionism: Russian

officials,  including  Lavrov,  are  seeding

narratives that portray the Baltic states as

historically and culturally inseparable from

Russia,  citing  19th-century  manifestos  to

erode their perceived sovereignty.

Trumpian Counter-Branding: The "Peace

Board"  is  a  masterpiece  of  narrative

seeding, using a logo that mirrors the UN

to  claim  institutional  legitimacy  while

serving purely US executive interests.

Lithuanian  Domestic  Spin: The

government’s framing of  Tsikhanouskaya’s

move to  Warsaw as  a  "personal  decision"

despite reduced security suggests an effort

to downplay a potential cooling of relations

to avoid domestic criticism.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

UN  Collapse  Scenario: If  the  US

continues  to  withhold  dues,  the  UN  will

effectively  cease to  function by mid-2026,

leading  to  a  period  of  global  diplomatic

anarchy  where  the  Trump  "Peace  Board"

becomes the only venue for mediation.
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Iranian  Kinetic  Action: The

concentration of US naval power suggests

that  a  limited  strike  on  Iranian  nuclear

facilities  is  more  likely  than  not  if  the

upcoming  Trump  "state  of  the  union"

speech does not result in a breakthrough.

Lithuanian  Bureaucratic  Crisis: The

failure  to  attract  Roche  would  trigger  a

political  crisis for  the  current

administration,  potentially  leading  to  the

resignation of key economic officials and a

shift  toward  more  radical  deregulatory

policies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  military  strikes  in  Iran or  a

significant escalation if diplomatic lines in

Geneva do not reopen.

Anticipate  public  protests  or  legal

challenges in the UK as more details from

the Prince Andrew investigation leak.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The UN financial  crisis will  peak,  forcing

mass  layoffs  and  the  suspension  of

peacekeeping missions.

Lithuania  will  finish  the  host-nation

infrastructure required  to  avoid  friction

with the arriving German brigade.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

A  permanent  bifurcation  of  global

diplomacy between the US-led Peace Board

and a China-led bloc, with the EU forced to

choose a side.

Potential structural shifts in human social-

emotional  development as  the  "botox

generation" reaches adulthood.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Global  Institutional  Collapse: The

collapse  of  the  UN  due  to  US  fee-

withholding.  Triggers: Continued  US

legislative  blocking  of  dues.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Global.  Mitigations: EU/

China bridge-funding of the UN.

Direct  US-Iran  War: Kinetic  strikes  on

nuclear  sites  leading  to  regional  war.

Triggers: Iran  surpassing  uranium

enrichment  thresholds.  Likelihood:

Moderate-High.  Impact: Severe  energy

shock.  Mitigations: Successful  "Peace

Board" backchannel mediation.

Belarusian Hybrid Escalation: Renewed

attempts  to  flood  Baltic  borders  or

sabotage infrastructure. Triggers: New EU

sanction  packages.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: Regional instability. Mitigations:

Full deployment of German brigade.

Internal  Monarchy  Crisis: The  collapse

of public trust in the British Royal Family

following  the  Prince  Andrew  trial.

Triggers: Evidence of systemic cover-ups.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: UK

domestic  instability.  Mitigations:

Aggressive transparency from King Charles

III.

Systemic  Body  Dysmorphia: A  public

health crisis driven by aesthetic standards

and  medical  technology.  Triggers:

Unregulated  social  media  influence  on

minors. Likelihood: High. Impact: Mental

health  epidemic.  Mitigations: Clinical

classification as a disease and regulation of

cosmetic surgery.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not explain the precise

nature of  the  "state  secrets"  Prince

Andrew allegedly  leaked,  which is  critical

for  assessing  the  actual  threat  to  UK

national security.

There is a lack of information on internal

dissent within  the  US  military  regarding

the potential Iran strikes.

The  position  of  China regarding  the

"Peace Board" is entirely missing, leaving a

massive  gap  in  the  global  diplomatic

picture.

The  economic  viability  of  the  "investor

highway" in  Lithuania remains unproven,

with  no  data  on  how  many  firms  have

actually  successfully  used  the  expedited

process.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Stalling  Tactic"  Hypothesis: The

Trump "Peace Board" is not a new UN, but

a temporary stalling tactic to allow for the

military  buildup required  to  enforce  a

regime-change  policy  in  Iran  and  Cuba

simultaneously.

The  "Managed  Decline"  of  the

Monarchy: The arrest of Prince Andrew is

a managed event by the Palace to finally

excise  the  Epstein  link  once  and  for  all,

trading  a  family  member  for  institutional

survival.

Black Swan: A Chinese-Russian "Peace

Alliance" is  formed in direct  response to

the Peace Board, leading to the immediate

expulsion  of  all  Western  businesses  from

the Eurasian heartland.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Lithuania  must  accelerate  military

infrastructure projects even beyond current

"accelerated"  timelines  to  prepare  for  a

post-UN security environment.

Diplomatic  corps  should  prepare  for  a

world  of  bilateral  personalism,  shifting

resources from multilateral forums like the

UN to direct executive-office lobbying.

National  health  services  should  begin

regulatory  reviews of  cosmetic

interventions for mothers of infants, citing

the  developmental  risks  identified  by

evolutionary psychologists.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investors in Lithuania should pressure the

government for  specific,  time-bound

bureaucratic guarantees before committing

capital to regional projects.

Global  logistics  firms  must  price  in  an

Iran  strike for  the  March-April  window,

leading  to  likely  closures  of  Persian  Gulf

shipping lanes.

Pharma  and  biotech  companies  should

monitor Lithuania's ability to host Roche as

a  bellwether  for  the  country's  actual

capacity  to  manage  large-scale  foreign

direct investment.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda is focused on structural

reforms  to  state  institutions  and  addressing

emerging societal health crises.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

LRT  Governance  Reform: A  bill  to

restructure  the  national  broadcaster's

board,  aimed  at  increasing  political

accountability but  criticized  by  the

opposition as an attempt to curb editorial

independence.

Investor Highway Act: Proposals to slash

bureaucratic  timelines for  high-value

strategic investors, particularly in the laser

and biotech sectors.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Nausėda  Foreign  Policy  Briefing: A

summary  of  the  Lithuanian  strategic

posture on China, Taiwan, and the German

brigade.

Trump  Peace  Board  Inauguration: A

press  event  detailing  the  parallel  UN

architecture and  the  intent  to  bypass

existing multilateral frameworks.

KEY STORIES

Arrest  of  Prince  Andrew: The  former

British prince was detained in  London by

seven specialized police units for allegedly

leaking state secrets to Jeffrey Epstein and

other acts of misconduct in office.

Inauguration  of  the  Trump  Peace

Board: Donald  Trump  hosted  20+  world

leaders  in  Washington  to  launch  an

alternative to the United Nations, while the

US withheld $2 billion in UN dues.

Yoon  Suk-yeol  Sentenced  to  Life: A

South Korean court  sentenced the former

president to life in prison for his role in an

attempted 2024 military coup.

US Military Ready to Strike Iran: Naval

forces  are deployed and ready for  strikes

on  nuclear  facilities,  awaiting  a  final

decision  as  Iran  fortifies  its  sites  with

concrete.

Ukraine  Reclaims  Territory: Ukrainian

forces  retook  200km of  occupied  land,

providing  a  tactical  morale  boost  amid

fears of a political crisis.

LRT Governance Dispute: Conflict in the

Lithuanian  Seimas  over  reforms  to  the

national  broadcaster,  with  opposition

members  resigning  from  the  drafting

group.

Biotech  Investment  Hurdles: The

government is scrambling to attract Roche

as  investors  complain  of  five-month

bureaucratic delays for essential licenses.

Long COVID and Raw Food: The story of

Rasa Libal, who suffered from 70 symptoms

after COVID and turned to a radical plant-

based diet for recovery.

Beauty  and  Evolution: A  sociological

deep-dive  into  how  aesthetic  procedures

like Botox are potentially disrupting human

evolution and maternal bonding.

Cuban Oil Crisis: The collapse of garbage

collection and aviation in Havana due to a

severe  fuel  shortage  caused  by  the  US

blockade.

German  Brigade  Infrastructure:

Lithuania  is  accelerating  the  construction

of military housing and training grounds for

the arrival of thousands of German troops.

Russian  Historical  Claims: Sergey

Lavrov  and  other  Russian  officials  are

invoking 19th-century history to claim the

Baltic states are culturally part of a Greater

Russia.
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Helsinki-Vilnius  Cultural  Link: The

translation  of  Ricardas  Gavelis's  "Vilnius

Poker" into  Finnish  gains  new  relevance

amid the regional war.

Eurovision.lt  Final: Eight  performers

have qualified for the finals, with two more

to be selected this Saturday.

Kalamata Mural Award: A mural of opera

legend  Maria  Callas in  Kalamata  was

named the best mural of 2025.

Lithuanian  Weather  Alert: Forecasts

predict  heavy  snow  and  temperatures

dropping to -17°C in eastern Lithuania.

Radarom Support Campaign: Over 1.06

million euros raised for Ukrainian support,

with companies  like Jotron and Samsonas

contributing heavily.

Lithuanian Intelligence History: A look

at  the  role  of  women  spies like  Liba

Mednikienė  and  Marcelė  Kubiliūtė  in

Lithuania's  interwar  struggle  for

independence.

Body  Dysmorphia  Clinic  Proposals:

Calls  to  legalize  clinical  intervention for

individuals  addicted  to  cosmetic  surgery

and Botox.

Guernsey Legal Curiosities: A report on

the  history  of  bizarre  laws on  the  island,

including  smoking  in  bars  and  ancient

corporal punishment rules.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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