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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The geopolitical landscape on February 19,
2026, is defined by a jarring paradox: the
Venezuelan administration is simultaneously
projecting domestic communal empowerment
while ceding significant economic sovereignty
to the United States. Following an alleged
military intervention on January 3, 2026,
described by analysts as a "humiliation" and a
"bombing," the state is undergoing a rapid
"re-occidentalization." This shift is anchored
by the visit of US Energy Secretary Chris
Wright, who met with Acting President Delcy
Rodriguez to coordinate a massive increase in
oil production. Revenue from these operations
is being redirected into US Treasury-managed
accounts, effectively turning the US into the

ministrator f Venezuelan wealth in
exchange for stabilization and "peaceful"
transition.

Domestic governance is focused on legislative
"pacification"” through a  controversial

Amnesty Law, which moved into its second
discussion in the National Assembly. While
intended to release political prisoners and
"decongest" national conflict, critics warn it
may exclude those accused of violent acts or
serve as a merely symbolic gesture given that
many releases have already begun via
executive fiat. Simultaneously, the communal
economy is being promoted as a "shield"
against the "criminal blockade," with the state
opening meat processing centers and
prioritizing "proteina carnica" for the poor,
even as it implements pilot plans to sell
premium 97-octane gasoline at $1 per liter—a
price point previously unthinkable in the
petroleum-rich nation.

Regionally and globally, the transcripts reveal
a fracturing multilateral order. In Peru, the
election of 83-year-old José Maria Balcdzar as
the eighth president in ten years highlights a
systemic collapse of representation. Japan has
inaugurated its first female Prime Minister,
Naetta Kaichi, who immediately signaled a
hawkish turn against China regarding Taiwan.
Meanwhile, the return of Donald Trump to the
US presidency has altered the global security
architecture, bypassing the United Nations
with a unilateral "Junta de Paz" for Gaza,
signaling a shift toward a purely unipolar
world where economic statecraft and military
leverage are used interchangeably to enforce
US interests.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US-Venezuela Energy Realpolitik: US
Secretary of Energy Chris Wright finalized
plans to increase Venezuelan oil production
by hundreds of thousands of barrels daily,
targeting a 30-40% share of global supply
growth by year-end 2026. This comes as
the US Treasury expanded licenses to
companies like Repsol and Marellen Prom,
while maintaining control over tax and

royalty payments through accounts located

in Qatar.

The Amnesty Law Debate: The National
Assembly progressed through the second
discussion of the "Amnesty Law for
Democratic Coexistence," covering 16
articles designed to extinguish criminal
responsibility for political acts from 1999 to
the present. Tension remains over whether
"violent acts" should be excluded and how
to handle military rebellion vs. labor
protests.

Systemic Political Crisis in Peru:
Following the destitution of José Jeri, the
Peruvian Congress appointed José Maria
Balcidzar as interim president. Balcéazar
faces immediate scrutiny for past ethical
violations and a controversial stance on
child marriage, further eroding public faith
in the nation’s democratic institutions.

Sovereignty Claims in Esequibo:
Venezuela marked the 60th anniversary of
the Geneva Agreement, rejecting Guyana's
stance and the 1899 Paris Award. The
government continues to assert that direct
negotiation, rather than the International
Court of Justice, is the only valid path to
resolving the 160,000 km?2 territorial
dispute.

* Trump’s "Junta de Paz": A new US-led

institution centered on Gaza aims to
replace UN functions, with approximately
20 leaders, including Argentina's Javier
Milei, participating in its inaugural summit
in Washington. The move signals a direct
challenge to the UN's legitimacy.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy & Critical Minerals

* The implementation of a $1 per liter pilot

for 97-octane gasoline in Caracas marks a
radical shift in domestic fuel policy,
intended to serve high-compression,

modern engines while regular gas stays at
$0.50.

e Renewed interest in Venezuelan "cacao

criollo" and "porcelana" is being framed as
an alternative to oil dependency, with
export opportunities identified in Japan and
Qatar.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

e The US OFAC issued License 50A,

authorizing specific petroleum and gas
transactions, but with strict conditions
regarding payment to state-designated
funds and a prohibition on payments in
gold or cryptocurrencies.

* Spain faces domestic controversy over a

plan to legalize 500,000 migrants, framed
as a potential threat to Western civilization
values.
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Critical Infrastructure Security

* A significant water main burst in Coche,
Caracas, disrupted supply, highlighting the
aging infrastructure that analysts claim
requires massive foreign investment to fix,
as up to 70% of pipes in the country need

replacement.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

* Road safety has reached a crisis point in
Venezuela, with unofficial figures citing
1,546 deaths and over 5,000 injuries in vial
accidents during 2025.

* A psychological phenomenon known as
"Terians"—individuals identifying  with
animal species—has sparked concerns over

youth identity crises and potential social

dysfunction.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Multipolare" Era? The
among Venezuelan intellectual
elites has shifted from championing a
multipolar world (alliances with Russia,
China, and Iran) to acknowledging a
"unipolar" reality under a second Trump term.
Analysts observe that while China and Russia
seek to maintain oil business in the region,
they are unwilling to intervene in Venezuela's
political crisis, leaving the country "alone" to
negotiate its sovereignty with Washington.
This represents a pragmatic, if painful, pivot
back to the US orbit after two decades of
ideological divergence.

discourse

Communalization as a Survival Strategy
Facing the collapse of centralized state
capacity, the government is intensifying the
"Communalization" of the economy. By linking
5,336 communal circuits to direct food

production and meat processing centers
(despostadoras), the state is attempting to
create a parallel economy that functions
outside international financial sanctions, even
as it negotiates with the very entities
imposing those sanctions.

Identity and Digital Disconnect While the
political class debates territory and oil, the
youth are portrayed as increasingly detached,
absorbed by digital subcultures like "Terians"
or fleeing into virtual worlds. The state’s
attempt to bridge this via "English Olympics"
and the promotion of bilingualism for
international investment suggests an
acknowledgment that the current educational
model is insufficient for the high-tech,
globalized future the administration claims to
seek.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Venezuela is currently in a state of suspended
animation. The administration is using the
Carnival season to project a 17% increase in
national mobilization and a
populace. However, the subtext of the news
cycle is dominated by the "Jan 3" incident,
which has left a deep psychological scar on
the ruling elite. There is visible anxiety
regarding factionalism; campaigns are already
emerging on social media suggesting that top
officials like Delcy or Jorge Rodriguez have
"betr " Maduro. The Amnesty Law is the
government's primary tool to manage this
instability, attempting to bring moderate
opposition into a "coexistence" framework to
present a united front to the US.

"resilient"

Peru, by contrast, is in a state of active decay.
The frequency of presidential changes (seven
in ten years) has led to a situation where 83-
year-old Balcdzar "reunites none of the basic
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conditions" for leadership. The Peruvian
public's "mia culpa" and exhaustion with
protests suggest a nation that has given up on
its political class, a dangerous precedent for
regional stability where "criminal economies"

are increasingly filling the governance void.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The world is portrayed as a threat matrix
where even "allied" nations like Russia are
preoccupied with their own conflicts (Ukraine)
and cannot offer more than symbolic support
to Cuba or Venezuela. The US is framed as an
aggressive ‘"extortionist" power that has
imposed a system where it "chooses which
company" can refine Venezuelan oil. This
"Energy Regession" brings the country back
to a 1920s context, where the "reventén" (oil
boom) is entirely conditioned by foreign
interests.

In Europe, the Canada-Ukraine energy pact
and France's record-breaking 35 days of rain
indicate a continent struggling with both war-
driven restructuring and climate catastrophe.
The arrest of Prince Andrew on his 66th
birthday for misconduct related to the Epstein
case serves as a symbol of the crumbling of
traditional Western institutional prestige.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is cautiously optimistic due
to the potential influx of $100 billion in
investment over the next decade, but the
current reality is one of severe capital

constraints and immediate inflationary

pressure.

* Oil Revenue Sequestration: Venezuelan
oil income is being diverted to offshore
accounts to pay US-designated debts and
"social funds," bypassing the National
Assembly’s control.

Currency Intervention: Banco de

Venezuela sold over $50 million in
currency to 264,500 clients in a single day
to stem  devaluation, though the
"dollarization" of the economy continues to
accelerate.

Industrial Rebound: The chemical and
lubricant sector (AFALUP) projects 20-30%
growth in 2026, contingent on access to
foreign currency for raw materials.

Insurance Growth: The insurance sector
reported a staggering 355% interannual
growth in January 2026, with premium
collections reaching $80.9 million.

* Fuel Price Pilot: The introduction of $1/
liter gasoline signals the end of the "cheap
energy" era, as the state moves to monetize
its most precious resource at international
rates.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a global move toward
aging transitional figures or pioneering
female leaders in high-stakes environments.

» José Maria Balcazar: Appointed Interim
President of Peru at 83, representing a
"placeholder" for a deeply divided
Congress.

* Naetta Kaichi: Confirmed as Japan’s first
female Prime Minister after a two-thirds
majority win, signaling a focus on
remilitarization.
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* Prince Andrew: Arrested by Thames
Valley Police, effectively ending any hope of
returning to public life.

* Chris Wright: The US Energy Secretary
has become a de facto shadow
administrator for the Venezuelan energy

sector post-January 3.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Globovision's hierarchy for the day prioritizes
"normalization" narratives. The lead stories
focus on the successful Carnival season, the
Amnesty Law as a symbol of "peace," and the
technical details of gasoline distribution.
There is a distracting tone in segments like
"Kicosis" and "Argumentos," where the gravity
of the January 3rd intervention is discussed
with a mix of nationalistic indignation and
resigned pragmatism. Critical global events
like the French floods or the Japan-China
friction are buried late in the broadcast, while
"lifestyle" content like Jackie Chan singing
with Lionel Richie is used to lighten the mood.
The Conspicuous Omission of the day is the
precise nature of the "military intervention"
on Jan 3—the transcripts mention the result
(sequestration of the president and wife,
bombing) but avoid detailed reporting on the
current status of the ‘"occupying" or
"extorting" US forces beyond their diplomatic

presence.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is seen as an arena of "extortion"
where the weak must find "cracks" in the
unipolar order to survive.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as an "imperial"
and ‘"extortionist" but indispensable
partner. Described as the "great buyer of
the world" whose arancels can crush
economies.

* Venezuela: Framed as ‘'resilient" but
"alone," with a "compromised sovereignty"
that must be managed through "bitter pills"
like Treasury-managed oil revenue.

* Russia & China: Depicted as "fair-weather
friends" who wvalue their own business
interests over ideological solidarity with
Caracas.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Characterized as a
"descarnado” (ruthless) negotiator who has
successfully "shattered" previous narratives
and changed the game for the Venezuelan
opposition.

* Delcy Rodriguez: Framed as the "Acting
President" and the face of stabilization,
despite the "humiliation" of the January
intervention.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Chevron & Repsol: Framed as the primary
vehicles for national recovery, operating
under US-granted licenses that supersede
local law.

* Fospuca: Consistently promoted as an

example of private sector efficiency in the

face of state infrastructure failure.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The metadata of the day suggests a
sophisticated "narrative seeding" operation.
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The government is pushing the "everything
is normal" theme via Carnival statistics while
simultaneously allowing talk shows to air
"indignation" over Jan 3 to maintain
revolutionary credibility. This "double-speak"
allows the administration to sign deals with
Trump while telling the base they are under
"plomo limpio" (active fire). The delta between
the media spin (Carnival joy) and ground truth
(US Treasury control) is immense, suggesting
a highly controlled information environment
designed to prevent domestic panic or

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Amnesty Law will pass but will be used
selectively to fragment the opposition,
releasing those who agree to work within

the new US-managed framework while

keeping "radicals" detained.

* The $1/liter gasoline pilot is a precursor to
full subsidy removal, which will lead to a
spike in transportation costs and communal
unrest by mid-2026.

* Peru will experience a total suspension of
democratic norms before the April elections
if Balcdzar cannot secure immediate
financial aid from the IMF or US.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a flurry
of political prisoner releases following the
Amnesty Law vote. The 97-octane gas pilot
will likely expand to major cities like
Maracaibo and Valencia.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): Venezuelan
oil production will hit the 1 million barrel
mark for the first time in years, but the
domestic benefits will be invisible as
revenues remain sequestered for debt
repayment.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent US
"Energy Protectorate" in Venezuela is likely,
with the Esequibo issue wused as a
nationalistic distraction whenever domestic
hardship peaks.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current path toward stabilization is

fraught with high-impact "black swan"
triggers.
* Regime Factionalism: Rumors of

"betrayal" within the PSUV could lead to an
internal coup. Trigger: A high-profile
resignation or arrest of a cabinet member.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Extreme/
Civil War. Mitigation: Broadening the
Amnesty Law to include military elites.

* Esequibo Flashpoint: Military posturing
against Guyana to reclaim domestic
legitimacy. Trigger: Guyana granting new
offshore licenses. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Regional War. Mitigation: US-

brokered energy-sharing agreement.

Infrastructure Collapse: Massive failure
of water or power ¢grids leading to urban
riots. Trigger: A major pipe burst in
Caracas. Likelihood: High. Impact: High.
Mitigation: Immediate prioritization of

foreign repair contracts.
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* Hyper-Unipolar Backlash: Iran or China
retaliating economically for Venezuela's
pivot to the US. Trigger: Expulsion of
Russian/Chinese personnel from oil fields.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Moderate.
Mitigation: Maintaining multilateral
diplomatic channels.

* Youth Radicalization: Failure of the
"bilingual" and "tech" initiatives to provide
jobs. Trigger: Sustained wage stagnation.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Long-term
societal decay. Mitigation: Direct
investment in communal education.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The "January 3" Incident: There is a total
lack of clarity on the civilian casualty
counts from the mentioned "bombing" or
"intervention."

* Opposition Status: The transcripts focus
on "radical" vs "moderate" opposition but
fail to explain why the "President Interino"
(Guaid6 model) was completely abandoned
by the US.

Currency Reserves: While Banco de
Venezuela is selling dollars, the source and
sustainability of these reserves are not
disclosed.

* Guyanese Military Strength: There is no
analysis of the defense capabilities Guyana
has acquired from Western allies during the
current Esequibo escalation.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Fake Normalization": The US-
Venezuela rapprochement is not a
stabilization but a stalling tactic. The US
may be securing energy supplies before a
final military "decapitation" of the

ining leadership.

e Communal Coup: The "empowerment" of
the communes and meat processing centers
is creating a decentralized paramilitary
economic force that will eventually turn on
the central government when US-directed
neoliberal reforms become too painful.

* Black Swan: A combined seismic and
infrastructure event in the Caracas valley
that renders the capital uninhabitable,
forcing a relocation of the seat of power
and a total reset of the energy-for-peace
deals.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately de-escalate
Esequibo rhetoric to avoid providing a

pretext for further US military leverage.

* Economic: Formalize the status of
"sequestered" funds in the National
Assembly to prevent a tfotal loss of
budgetary transparency.

* Diplomatic: Leverage the new female PM

in Japan to diversify regional alliances
beyond the US/Russia binary.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Compliance: Strictly monitor OFAC
License 50A; any payment interaction with
non-designated funds remains a high-risk
criminal event.

e Infrastructure: Opportunities for EPC
(Engineering, Procurement, Construction)

in the water and power sectors will likely
be the first "social funds" released by the

US Treasury.

* Logistics: Invest in the Puerto Cabello

dredging project as it is the critical
chokepoint for the promised $100 billion in

industrial equipment imports.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda is dominated by the
Amnesty Law and environmental regulations
for religious and cultural festivals. The
Assembly is under pressure to produce a
"coexistence" framework that satisfies both
the US Treasury and domestic political
factions.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Ley de Amnistia para la Convivencia
Democratica: Extinguishes
responsibility for political acts from 1999
to 2026; controversy remains over labor
vs. political prisoners.

c Reforma a la Ley Organica de
Hidrocarburos: Designed to increase
private/foreign equity participation in oil
fields, pending final vote.

o Apure State Decree 825: Prohibits
reggaeton and vallenato at the Orsa
2026 festival to preserve folklore.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o 60th Anniversary Forum of the
Geneva Agreement: A state-led effort
to re-legitimize the claim over Esequibo.

o Meat Center
(Laguaira): Delcy Rodriguez promoting
communal self-sufficiency.

Inauguration

KEY STORIES

* 97-Octane Gas Pilot: PAVSA began selling
premium gas at $1/liter in Caracas stations
like Altamira and EIl Hatillo. Regular gas
remains at $0.50.

* Chris Wright Visit: US Energy Secretary
met with Delcy Rodriguez to plan a massive

oil production ramp-up for the global

market.

* Peru interim Presidency: José Maria
Balcézar elected as the 8th president in 10

years amid total institutional collapse.

Prince Andrew Arrested: Detained on his
66th birthday by UK authorities regarding

Jeffrey Epstein ties.

* Amnesty Law Second Discussion:
National Assembly debates 16 articles to
release political prisoners, with a focus on

"democrati xisten
* January 3rd Reflection: Analysts Puchi
and Fermin discuss the US intervention as

a "humiliation" and the loss of economic
control.

* Communal Meat Centers: State opens
centers in Caracas to provide meat at 20%
below commercial rates.

e Japan's First Female PM: Naetta Kaichi
takes power with a pro-military, pro-Taiwan
stance.

* Insurance Market Boom: Sudiasec
reports 355% growth driven by health and
auto policies.
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* Zuckerberg on Trial: Meta CEO defends
platforms against addiction charges in Los
Angeles courts.

e Cacao vs. 0il: Producers claim Venezuelan
cacao could be a macroeconomic motor if
properly funded.

* Esequibo Anniversary: Venezuela rejects
Guyana’s stance on the 60th anniversary of
the Geneva Agreement.

Terian Phenomenon: Psychologists warn
of identity crises in youth who identify as
animals.

* Water Main Burst: Major infrastructure
failure in Coche highlights the need for
investment.

e Trump "Junta de Paz": New US body for
Gaza sidelining the UN.

Faberge Eggs in Venezuela: Highlighting
historical ties with Russia through art
collections.

Bilingual Olympics: 3,700 students
participate in efforts to make Venezuela
more competitive.

e Cuba Energy Crisis: Putin met with

Cuban Chancellor to denounce US
sanctions as "crushing."
* Migrant Legalization in Spain:

Controversial plan to legalize 500,000
individuals.

Canada-Ukraine Pact: Agreement on
renewable energy and nuclear fuel
production.

France Flood Disaster: 3 dead after
record 35-day rain streak.

California Avalanche: 8 skiers found dead
in Sierra Nevada.

* Road Safety Crisis: Asotransito director

calls for an 'intervention" to stop mass
deaths.

e Barinas Wildfire Alert: 90% of fires
caused by humans during dry season.

* Ocumare del Tuy Pilgrimage: 85th
anniversary of Indian Coromotano escolt.

* Palmeros de Chacao: Preparation for

Semana Santa under ecological
certification.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.
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This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

https://bl 1tproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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