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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: A perfect storm of domestic
and strategic crises as the 4th anniversary
approaches. Internal 'Siﬁismund-gate‘ corruption
coincides with a severe humanitarian crisis in Kyiv
(1,400+ hiih-rises without heat). Strategically,
~60% of Ukrainians favor stopping military actions
via negotiations, a stark reversal from 2022.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS
) UNTIMIDATION
N
Sigismund-Gate & Elite Purges: ~ Kyiv Infrastructure Crisis: ~ The Zaluzhnyi Interview Fallout:  Regional Energy Blackmail:  Oreshnik System Deployments:
Arrest of German Galushchenko Darnystka Thermal Power Ambassador Zaluzhnyi blames  Hungary & Slovakia halt diesel ~ Russian ‘Oreshnik’ missiles

(‘Sigismund’) & Evgen Pikalov Plant strike leaves 2,300+ President's office for 2023 failure,  exports, a Moscow-backed in Belarus threaten
for energy kickbacks and buildings freezing. alleges SBU intimidation. pressure campaign. European security.

crypto laundering.
KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

ARMED CONFLICT ENERGY & CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE LEADERSHIP DYNAMICS MACROECONOMICS
Extreme combat hots, 237 daily clashes, | | Residential buildings with electric-only | | Yermak removed, Fedorov & Budanovin. [ | 10.2M pensioners vs. 9.8M taxpayers.
Russian 3.5-4x manpower advantage. heating = critical status. NABU targets 'Sigismund’ network Male life expectancy drops to 57 years.
TOF-Assault Regiment conflict. Poland sends 255 industrial generators. in Presidential Office.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND THEMES

The Rationalization of Peace: Demographic Collapse: The Weaponization of Logistics:
Normalization of peace talks. ‘Lost Generation’. Systemic destruction of energy grids and
‘Pragmatic compromise’ > 1991 borders’. 30% youth (18-29) desire to leave. supply routes to choke economy.
Driven by energy cost. ‘Brain drain’ to EU.

« Highest level of friction. « Defensive and reactive global posture.

« Galushchenko arrest = systemic shadow By « Hungary & Slovakia as hostile collaborators
government exposure. . in Russian energy blackmail.

« Public demands accountability, government « US role transitioning to 'deal-maker’

fears paralysis. : .
« Zaluzhnyi interview shows military-civil discord. & Ukra!ne ',’.mlea.s ‘soft po‘f’e" vs. resurgent
Russian ‘imperial culture’.

. itari li \ /
mgﬁ%ﬂﬂt?..'x'é'ﬂ,a"“a"a" [=onse fielng « Banking on partial EU membership by 2027.

RISK ASSESSMENT

« Systemic Infrastructure Failure
(Catastrophic;
« Elite-Military Fracture (Myderage)
THEREFERENDUMPIVOT:  KYIVDEPOPULATION.  POLITICALREALIGNMENT: |  poersy Bacirafscalaton (High)
Zelenskyy calls for national Potential forced evacuation of New ‘Military-Digital’ party led « Regional Conflict Spillover (Low
referendum by late summer 2026 500,000 if heat not restored by Fedorov/Zaluzhnyi faction but rising)
to approve peace framework. in 4 weeks. emerges.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting of February 19, 2026, depicts a
nation grappling with a perfect storm of
domestic and strategic crises as the full-scale
invasion approaches its fourth anniversary.
Internally, the "Sigismund-gate" corruption
scandal has reached a boiling point with the
arrest of former Energy Minister German
Galushchenko and former Justice Minister
Evgen Pikalov, exposing deep-seated graft
within the energy sector during a period of
unprecedented infrastructure failure. This
domestic instability coincides with a severe
humanitarian crisis in Kyiv, where over 1,400
high-rise buildings and critical
districts are without heat following intensified
Russian strikes. The convergence of these
events—infrastructure collapse and elite
criminality—is severely testing state
legitimacy and public morale.

several

Strategically, the day marks a definitive shift
in the national narrative regarding the war's

conclusion. For the first time, sociological
data indicates that approximately 60% of

Ukrainians favor stopping military actions

via negotiations, a stark reversal from the
total-victory sentiment of 2022. This shift is

being met with diplomatic maneuvering in
Geneva, where trilateral talks between the
US, Russia, and Ukraine show "real progress"
according to the White House, despite public
skepticism and hardline resistance from
Hungary and Slovakia. The broadcast
highlights a nation pivotally reassessing its
"victory" definition from 1991 borders to
regime change in Russia, while
simultaneously managing the immediate
threat of total energy paralysis.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Sigismund-Gate and Elite Purges: The
arrest of German Galushchenko (code-
named "Sigismund") and Evgen Pikalov on
charges of creating a criminal organization
and money laundering has shocked the
political Investigations
reveal Galushchenko allegedly funneled
millions in energy sector kickbacks into
cryptocurrency and Swiss accounts to fund

a planned escape abroad.

* Kyiv Infrastructure Crisis: A catastrophic
strike on the Darnystka Thermal Power
Plant has left the Dniprovskyi and
Darnyskyi districts in "the most difficult
situation," with over 2,300 buildings across
Kyiv remaining without heating amid sub-

zero temperatures.

establishment.
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The Zaluzhnyi Interview Fallout: Former
Commander-in-Chief Valerii Zaluzhnyi, now
Ambassador to the UK, has broken his
silence in an Associated Press interview,
directly blaming President Zelenskyy’s
office for the failure of the 2023
counteroffensive and alleging political
intimidation by the SBU prior to his

reassignment.

Regional Energy Blackmail: Hungary
and Slovakia have halted diesel exports to
Ukraine, citing the shutdown of the
Druzhba pipeline, a move characterized by
analysts as a coordinated Moscow-
backed pressure campaign to force
Ukrainian diplomatic concessions during
Geneva negotiations.

Oreshnik System Deployments: Russia
has reportedly deployed the "Oreshnik"
intermediate-range ballistic missile system
on Belarusian territory, representing a new
asymmetric threat to European security
and Ukraine’s northern regions during the
latest escalation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The military reporting indicates extreme
combat intensity with 237 daily clashes,
particularly in the Zaporizhzhia direction
where Russian forces hold a 3.5-4x
advantage in manpower near Hulyaipole
and Orikhiv.

Conflict has emerged between Territorial
Defense (TDF) units and Assault Regiments
over command authority and training,
leading to intervention by the Military
Ombudsman to resolve communication
failures.

e International aid is

e The

Energy & Critical Infrastructure Security

* The government has officially equated

residential buildings with electric-only
heating to critical infrastructure status
to ensure they receive priority power

during planned blackouts amid the heating

pivoting to local
solutions; Poland has delivered 255
industrial-grade generators to stabilize
heating points and critical schools acting as
shelters.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The removal of Andriy Yermak and his

replacement by Mykhailo Fedorov and
Kyrylo Budanov (suggested/discussed)
signals a desperate attempt to restore
public trust following the Galushchenko

scandal and ongoing elite infighting.

National Anti-Corruption Bureau
(NABU) has gained momentum, specifically
targeting the "Sigismund" network, which

allegedly included members of the
Presidential Office staff involved in
energy sector racketeering.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* The pension system is at a breaking point

with 10.2 million pensioners supported

by only 9.8 million taxpayers, a

demographic inversion that threatens the

state's ability to maintain social stability
rin rolon nfli

* Life expectancy for Ukrainian men has

plummeted to 57 years, significantly
impacting future labor market projections
and pension liability calculations for the
2026-2030 period.



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260219_183000

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Rationalization of Peace

There is a visible trend toward the
"normalization" of peace talks. The broadcast
frequently uses terms like "real path to end
the war" and "pragmatic compromise."
Sociological shifts indicate the public is
moving away from the "1991 borders or
death" narrative, as NATO membership
without immediate Donbas recovery is openly
discussed as a viable trade-off. This trend is
likely driven by the realization that neither
side is winning on the battlefield and the
unbearable cost of the current energy
catastrophe.

Demographic Collapse and the "Lost
Generation"

A recurring theme is the hollowing out of the
nation. With 30% of youth (18-29)
expressing a desire to leave permanently if
borders open, and the current adult
population estimated at only 28 million, the
long-term viability of the Ukrainian state is in
question. The "brain drain" is no longer a
future threat; it is a present reality as high-
tech and IT workers increasingly integrate
into European labor markets rather than
wait for post-war reconstruction to begin at
home.

The Weaponization of Logistics

Logistics has become the primary theater of
war. Beyond the front lines, the Russian
strategy has evolved into "systemic
destruction of life" Dby targeting the
connectivity of energy grids and supply
routes. The simultaneous pressure from
Hungary/Slovakia on fuel and Russian strikes
on power plants indicates a coordinated

attempt to choke the Ukrainian economy
into submission before the spring thaw allows
for new offensives.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Ukrainian state is currently facing its
highest level of internal political friction since
the start of the full-scale invasion. The arrest
of Galushchenko is not seen as an isolated
corruption case but as an exposure of a
systemic shadow government operating
within the energy sector. This has created a
"political Rubicon," with the public demanding
accountability while the government fears
that further purges will paralyze state
management during the winter crisis. The
Zaluzhnyi interview adds a layer of military-
civilian discord, as his allegations of SBU-led
intimidation and strategic interference by the
President's Office suggest a deep fracture
between the tactical military command and
political leadership.

Kyiv’s domestic stability is also threatened by
the inadequacy of the humanitarian
response. While "Points of Invincibility" and
schools provide temporary shelter, the long-
term prospect of entire districts being
"written off" for the 2026-27 heating season is
fueling quiet but persistent migration
intent. The contrast between the sacrifice of
frontline troops and the extravagant graft of
the "Sigismund" group is creating a volatile
social environment that could erupt if the
Geneva talks n iel

immedi
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Ukraine’s global posture is increasingly
defensive and reactive. The international
environment is framed as a "hostile threat
matrix" where even neighbors like Hungary
and Slovakia are perceived as active
collaborators in Russian energy blackmail

hieve diplomatic leverage. The US role is
depicted as transitioning toward a "deal-
maker" posture under the Trump
administration, forcing Ukraine to participate
in talks where it lacks primary agency,
often relegated to a subject of US-Russia

negotiations rather than a primary
participant.

To counter this, Ukraine is attempting to
project "soft power" through its diaspora and
cultural exports, though reporting suggests
this is failing to compete with the resurgent
Russian "imperial culture” in European
capitals like Paris and Dublin. The state is
banking on a ‘"partial EU membership"
scenario by 2027 as a strategic anchor to
prevent a total retreat into a Russian sphere
of influence if a temporary ceasefire is

signed this vear.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is characterized
by a transition from a war economy to a state
of structural insolvency. The national
budget is unable to sustain current social
obligations, and the pension fund is
chronically dependent on  external
financing to cover even 50% of its needs.
Inflationary pressure is high, with the threat
of "printing money" to cover an 8-10 trillion
ruble deficit in Russia (impacting regional
markets) and a corresponding liquidity crisis
in Ukraine due to infrastructure costs.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Demographic Debt: The tax base is
shrinking as 5 million citizens remain
abroad, while the number of pensioners
has grown to 10.2 million straining the

state treasury.

* Shadow Energy Markets: The
Galushchenko investigation revealed a
dollar . roHopap"
(honorarium) system where state resources
were converted into private
cryptocurrency assets to evade domestic
oversight.
Infrastructure Loss: Reconstruction of
destroyed steel plants—once a major GDP
source—is now considered impossible in
the short term, forcing a strategic pivot
to high-tech and defense-tech sectors
as the new economic core.

multi-million

* Global Oil Volatility: Russian-Iranian joint
maritime drills and the threat to the Strait
of Hormuz are being analyzed for their
impact on Brent crude prices, which
Russia exploits to offset sanction-related
losses in other sectors.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events highlight a period of purge
and replacement at the highest levels of the
Ukrainian civil administration, aimed at
neutralizing both corruption and political
rivals.

* German Galushchenko (Former Energy
Minister): Current status: Arrested/SIZO.
Identified as the mastermind of a criminal
organization ("Sigismund") using the
energy crisis for personal enrichment. His
fall marks the end of a major power bloc

within the civilian leadership.
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* Evgen Pikalov (Former Deputy Justice
Minister): Current status: Arrested.
Implicated in facilitating the "Sigismund"
network and managing extortion schemes
within the prison system targeting NABU
detectives.

Valerii Zaluzhnyi (Ambassador to UK):
Current status: Opposition Figurehead
(Implicit). His public criticism of the
presidency suggests he is positioning
himself for a post-war political role, or
anticipating his own dismissal from the
diplomatic post.

* Mykhailo Fedorov & Kyrylo Budanov:
Current status: Rising/Stabilizing. They
are being framed as the "new quality" of
leadership—digital, transparent, and
military-aligned—to replace the
discredited "old guard" associated with
the Yermak era.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Espreso’s editorial posture is highly critical
of the civilian government’s management
of the energy crisis while remaining fiercely
patriotic regarding the military. The "Lead
Stories" are the infrastructure collapse in
Kyiv and the Galushchenko corruption
scandal, which are presented with a tone of
"unmasking" and skeptical analysis. There is a
clear effort to bridge the gap between
"military reality" (suffering, cold, combat) and
"political reality" (graft, luxury, internal plots).
The network gives significant airtime to
Vitaly Portnikov and other analysts who
frame the current moment as a "diplomatic
Rubicon" where Ukraine may be forced into
concessions. "Buried Stories" include details
on battlefield losses, which are mentioned
only in the context of "intense fighting," and
the growing rift between TDF units, which

was only covered through the lens of a
"communication failure." Conspicuous
omissions include any detailed discussion of
the mobilization law's impact on current
recruitment numbers, focusing instead on the
demographic exit of youth.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day’s reporting frames a world
increasingly transactional and less
ideological, where Ukraine must navigate
between "traitorous" neighbors and
"pragmatic" allies.

COUNTRIES

* Russia: Portrayed as an exhaustion-
focused predator. Described as ready to

fight for years despite economic "holes" in
their budget reaching trillions of rubles.

* Hungary & Slovakia: Characterized as
hostile "satrapies" of Moscow, using
energy transit as a weapon to sabotage

Ukrainian  sovereignty and  Euro-
integration efforts.

* Poland: Framed as the essential "life-
line" and the only neighbor showing
genuine solidarity, despite its own
demographic and economic challenges
modeled for Ukraine.

* United States: Portrayed as distracted
and transactional. The White House is
seen as prioritizing its own "Peace Council"
and oil price stability over Ukrainian
territorial integrity in rren

negotiations.
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LEADERS

* Volodymyr Zelenskyy: Framed as a leader
trapped between a failing
administration and an exhausted
public. He is seen as increasingly reliant
on referendums to deflect responsibility for

unpopular peace decisions he may soon
face.
* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an

opportunist "deal-maker" who may be
falling into a "trap" regarding Iran, while
simultaneously pressuring Ukraine into a
disadvantageous "peace at any price"
scenario.

* Viktor Orban: Explicitly called an agent
of Moscow who has "declared war" on
European efforts to integrate Ukraine,
acting as the primary spoiler within the
EU.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Framed as an
unscrupulous war  profiteer that
circumvents sanctions to enrich the
Russian o0il industry, contributing to

"business on blood" at Ukraine's expense.

* SES (DSNS) Rescuers: Portrayed as
martyrs of the infrastructure war. They
are the "heroes" of the day, working under
"double-tap" threats to keep Kyiv from
freezing at the cost of their lives.

* Schlumberger:

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The current information environment is
defined by the shattering of the "unified
national telethon" consensus. The
emergence of the "Sigismund" tapes and
Zaluzhnyi’s candid criticism indicates a
collapse of the state’s ability to control the

narrative. We see active psychological
operations from Russia, specifically seeding "
mrmionoManist" (spy mania) around the Starlink
issue to create distrust between the
Ukrainian military and the civilian tech-
governance ministry.

Additionally, the Russian "imperial culture"
offensive is noted as a significant threat. Films
like "The Wizard of the Kremlin" are being
used to rehabilitate the image of the
Russian regime in European minds,
portraying Kremlin planners as sophisticated
"intellectuals" rather than war criminals. The
delta between the ground truth (freezing
civilians, corruption arrests) and the
propaganda (sophisticated geopolitics) is
being used by Russia to demoralize the
Ukrainian middle class and encourage
further outward migration during the winter
months.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Referendum Pivot: Zelenskyy will
likely call for a national referendum by late
summer 2026 to ‘"approve" a peace
framework, using public exhaustion as a
mandate for territorial compromises he
cannot politically sustain alone.

* Kyiv De-population: If the Darnystka TPP
repairs fail to provide heat within 4 weeks,
we will see a forced evacuation of up to
500,000 residents from eastern Kyiv to
western regions or abroad, triggering a
secondary economic shock.

* Political Realignment: A new "Military-
Digital" political party, led by figures like
Fedorov and supported by the "Zaluzhnyi-
faction," will emerge to challenge the
current Presidential Office power
structure in anticipation of 2027 elections.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Increased social
unrest in Kyiv's unheated districts;
potential for "spontaneous" protests against
energy mismanagement; expanded
arrests within the Ministry of Energy as
the "Sigismund" investigation widens.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months):
Formalization of a "Peace Roadmap" in
Geneva; possible partial lifting of some
sanctions as a gesture of "good faith"
during talks; the deployment of European
"wall of drones" technology on the border.

*Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural
demographic crisis as the male life
expectancy gap forces a total overhaul of
the pension system; shift toward nuclear
and mini-boiler decentralized energy as
the only viable future security model.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risk to the Ukrainian state is
internal collapse driven by the
synchronization of infrastructure failure
and loss of leadership trust.

* Systemic Infrastructure Failure: The
total loss of heat for 2,300 buildings in
winter. Triggers: Further strikes on repair
crews or secondary substation failure.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic
social unrest and migration. Mitigations:
Rapid deployment of Polish-supplied mini-
boilers and decentralized heat points.

Elite-Military Fracture: The public
conflict between Zaluzhnyi and the
President's Office. Triggers: A formal
criminal charge against Zaluzhnyi or his
supporters. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Potential military refusal to follow political
directives during peace talks. Mitigations:
Immediate cabinet reshuffle to include
military-aligned figures like Budanow.

Energy Blackmail Escalation: Hungary
and Slovakia permanently cutting fuel
transit. Triggers: Ukraine refusing to
"restore the status quo" on the Druzhba
pipeline. Likelihood: High. Impact: 10%
drop in national diesel supply during
critical sowing/transport seasons.
Mitigations: Invoking Article 26 of the
Association Agreement and rerouting
supply via Poland and Romania.

Demographic Collapse: Loss of the 18-29
age cohort. Triggers: Sudden opening of
borders  without post-war economic
guarantees. Likelihood: High. Impact: 30%
reduction in future labor force. Mitigations:
Prioritizing  "youth-led" reconstruction
contracts and education incentives.

Regional Conflict Spillover: US airstrikes
on Iran blockading Hormuz. Triggers: An
actual closing of the strait by the "mosquito
fleet." Likelihood: Low but rising. Impact:
Global oil price spike benefiting Russia's
war chest. Mitigations: Diversifying global
oil supply and securing Arctic drilling

alternatives.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Mobilization Realities: The transcripts
focus on the demographics of who is
leaving but remain silent on the actual
survival and casualty rates of the newest
mobilization waves.
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* Geneva Deal Details: While "progress" is
cited, there is a total lack of clarity on what
specific territorial trades are being
discussed in the 20-point US plan.

* Oreshnik Capability: The technical
capabilities of the "Oreshnik" system are
mentioned as a threat, but there is no
verification of whether Ukraine possesses
any kinetic interceptors capable of
countering this specific IRBM.

* Financial Solvency: The report mentions
pension fund holes but fails to explain how
the annual 15-million UAH veteran

payout can be sustained without

hyperinflation.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Galushchenko Arrest as a
Distraction: A contrarian view suggests the
arrest of the Energy Minister was not a
genuine  anti-corruption move but a
sacrificial purge designed to appease the
public during a pre-planned "managed
retreat” from  Orikhiv. By  arresting
Galushchenko now, the administration can
blame the ‘'"energy defeat" on internal
saboteurs rather than strategic failure or
Russian military superiority.

The Orban Offensive as a Negotiation
"Good Cop": While Orban is framed as a foe,
his "declaration of war" on EU integration for
Ukraine might be a coordinated theater
with the Trump administration. By acting
as the "unreasonable obstacle," he gives
Trump leverage to tell Zelenskyy that full
Western integration is impossible, making a
neutrality/ceasefire deal look like the only
"reasonable" option for Ukraine.

Black Swan Event: A total technological
failure of Starlink across the front line due

to Russian cyber-sabotage or a commercial
dispute with SpaceX, leading to the immediate
disintegration of Ukrainian artillery
coordination during a Russian surge near

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Diplomatic: Ukraine must leverage the
"Sigismund" arrests as proof of reform to
secure the "partial EU membership" status
by 2027, making it a pre-condition for
any Geneva-based ceasefire.

Security: Transition to a "Steel Porcupine"
defense doctrine, prioritizing Al-managed
kinetic interception and autonomous drone
walls over manpower-heavy trench warfare.

* Social: Decouple veteran benefit payouts
into a multi-year "reconstruction bond" to

prevent immediate pension fund
collapse while maintaining promises to the
fallen.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Opportunity: The decentralized energy
market (mini-boilers, industrial generators)
is now the highest priority for public-
private partnerships in the 2026-2028
window.

* Regulatory Compliance: Sanctions
evasion monitoring (especially in the IT and
oil-tech sectors) must be doubled, as the
"Sigismund" network reveals that shell
companies near Lviv were used for illicit

trade throughout the war.
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* Human Capital: European firms should
expect a massive influx of highly skilled,
adaptable Ukrainian labor in 2026, but
must navigate complex personal data and
GDPR compliance under new EU-Ukraine
harmonization laws.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is focused on Euro-
integration alignment and managing the
post-war  electoral framework. The
Parliament is under pressure to pass a suite of
ten priority bills to unlock the next phase of
EU accession, despite significant resistance
from entrenched political blocs fearing
loss of influence.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The 2027 EU Integration Bill: A
strategic roadmap to harmonize Ukrainian
law with EU standards for immediate
partial rights in trade and movement.

* The Post-War FElection Law: An attempt
to create a legal mechanism for holding
elections six months after the end of
martial law, including provisions for the 5
million citizens currently abroad to vote
via mail or electronic means.

* Anti-Discrimination & LGBT Rights
Bill: Part of the EU cluster 1 requirements;
faces stiff opposition from religious
groups and conservative factions within
the Verkhovna Rada but is wvital for
candidacy.

* The Sigismund
Reform: Proposed legislation to eliminate
"special pensions" for judges and top
bureaucrats to address the 20x wealth
gap ween li n rdin
pensioners.

Anti-Corruption

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trilateral Geneva Consultation: Closed-
door meetings between US, Russia, and
Ukraine; White House claims ‘'"real
progress" toward a ceasefire framework

by |lJ1’1Q.

* Energy Selector Meeting: Led by
President Zelenskyy to address the 1,400
unheated high-rises in Kyiv and

coordinate emergency generator
distribution from Poland.
* Sigismund Court Hearing: Public

reading of the indictment against
Galushchenko; bail set at 200 million
UAH amid allegations of treason and
racketeering within the Ministry of
Energy.

KEY STORIES

* The Arrest of the "Sigismund" Network:
Former Energy Minister German
Galushchenko and Justice Minister Pikalov
were arrested in a massive NABU/SBU
sweep. Evidence includes tapes where they
discussed fleeing to the US or
Switzerland with stolen cryptocurrency
funds while Kyiv’'s power grid failed. The
scandal is the largest of the 2026 period
to date.

* Kyiv Darnystka TPP Shutdown: A major
strike and subsequent technical failure at
the Darnystka TPP has left hundreds of
thousands of Kyiv residents without
heat. The government has ordered an
"emergency heating campaign" and
prioritized schools as temporary

dormitories for the freezing population.
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* The 60% Peace Threshold: New
sociological data shows a critical mass of
the Ukrainian population now supports
ending the war through negotiations.
The shift is attributed to the unbearable
humanitarian cost and the lack of
battlefield breakthroughs in the
Zaporizhzhia "meat grinder" sectors.

* Zaluzhnyi’'s Break with Zelenskyy:
Valerii Zaluzhnyi’s interview revealed that
his office was bugged by the SBU in 2022
and that political pressure from the
Yermak-led administration crippled the
2023 counteroffensive by forcing a three-
pronged attack instead of a focused
strike on Melitopol as originally planned.

* The "Oreshnik"
deployment of intermediate-range ballistic
missiles in Belarus has created a new
threat level for the EU, specifically
Sweden and Poland, as the system is
capable of reaching any FEuropean
capital from Belarusian launch sites.

Menace: Russia’s

* Hungarian Oil Blackmail: Viktor Orban
has used the damage to the Druzhba
pipeline to cut off 10% of Ukraine’s
diesel. Analysts view this as a "Moscow-
Budapest pincer movement" to cripple the
Ukrainian economy during the Geneva
peace talks this week.

* Demographic Mortality Shift: Reports
confirm male life expectancy has dropped
to 57, an indicator of the profound long-
term damage to the nation’s survival
prospects. The state is now paying out
veteran death benefits over several years
to prevent total budget collapse in the

2026 fiscal year.

* Prince Andrew Arrested in UK: Global
reporting on the arrest of the King’s
brother for abuse of public office and
links to the Epstein scandal. The story is
being used in Ukraine to juxtapose

Western "royal corruption" with
domestic graft in the energy sector.
* The "Superhumans" Center and

Blackouts: Disabled veterans using high-
tech electronic prosthetics are being
uniquely affected by blackouts, forced to
"stalk outlets" in heating points to
maintain the ability to walk for more
than 48 hours.

Pskov Oil Depot Strike: Ukrainian-
sourced drones successfully attacked an oil
depot in the Pskov region of Russia,
causing a massive fire and proving that
long-range asymmetrical strikes remain
Ukraine’s primary leverage against

Russian logistics deep in the rear.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original

deeply examine
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broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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