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INSTITUTIONAL FRAGILITY AND

RESURGENT INSURGENCY

CHALLENGE NIGERIAN STABILITY

AMID CONTROVERSIAL ELECTORAL

REFORMS AND GLOBAL

DIPLOMATIC VOLATILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  19,  2026,  serves  as  a  critical

juncture  for  Nigeria  as  the  nation  grapples

with  a  high-stakes  convergence  of  domestic

political  maneuvers,  worsening  security

crises,  and  a  precarious  macroeconomic

recovery.  The central  narrative is  dominated

by the signing of the Electoral Act 2026, a

piece  of  legislation  that  has  immediately

polarized  the  political  landscape  due  to

contentious "provisos" allowing manual result

collation  if  electronic  transmission  fails.

Critics  and  civil  society  activists  argue  this

creates a legal loophole for systemic rigging,

while  the  government  maintains  it  reflects

Nigeria's  infrastructural  realities.  This

legislative  tension  coincides  with  the  formal

suspension  of  impeachment  proceedings  in

Rivers State following direct intervention by

President Tinubu, signaling a fragile truce in a

key  oil-producing  region  that  remains

vulnerable  to  future  executive-legislative

friction.

Simultaneously, the security environment has

deteriorated  sharply  with  mass-casualty

events  across  multiple  states.  A  coordinated

attack by  the  Lakurawa militant group in

Kebbi State and a catastrophic toxic gas leak

at an abandoned mining site in Plateau State

have left scores dead, highlighting the state’s

inability  to  secure  rural  communities  or

regulate hazardous industrial activities. These

domestic  crises  are  unfolding  against  a

backdrop  of  complex  global  dynamics,

including  "coercive  diplomacy"  between  the

U.S. and Iran, and a formal U.N. determination

of  genocide  in  Sudan’s  Darfur  region.  The

Nigerian  administration  is  attempting  to

leverage  a  modest  recovery  in  foreign

exchange reserves to project stability, even as

the  Senate  challenges  the  executive's

economic  team  over  widespread  failures  in

budget implementation and a mounting debt

profile.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Enactment  of  the  Electoral  Act  2026:

The  new  law  retains  a  crucial  caveat

regarding  the  electronic  transmission  of

results, allowing for manual collation under

specified  failure  conditions,  which  has

sparked  nationwide  protest  and

accusations of "legislative sabotage."

Rivers  State  Political  De-escalation:

Following  a  presidential  intervention,  the

Rivers  State  House  of  Assembly  has

formally withdrawn its impeachment notice

against Governor Fubara, pausing a crisis

that threatened regional stability.
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Mass  Casualty  Events  in  Kebbi  and

Plateau: Coordinated  raids  by  Lakurawa

militants in Kebbi and a toxic gas leak in

Plateau  mining  sites  have  resulted  in  at

least  71  confirmed  deaths,  exposing

significant  gaps  in  rural  security  and

industrial regulation.

Economic  Stabilization and Budgetary

Friction: While  foreign  reserves  have

reached  a  highest  level since  2013,  the

Senate has raised alarms over non-funding

across  ministries  and  "unrealistic

assumptions"  in  the  58.7  trillion  Naira

spending plan.

Sudanese Genocide Declaration: A U.N.

fact-finding  mission  has  determined  that

evidence of atrocities in El Fasher points to

genocide  by  RSF  fighters,  marking  the

closest the UN has come to such a formal

declaration in the current conflict.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

Nigerian  Navy  has  been  ranked  the  most

powerful in  Africa,  yet  domestic  security

continues  to  rely  on  reactive  deployments.

U.S.  troops,  totaling  approximately  200

personnel,  are  reportedly  providing

intelligence  and  surveillance  support  to

combat multifaceted insecurity.

Terrorism  &  Asymmetric  Threats: The

emergence of the Lakurawa militants in Kebbi

State represents a new front in Nigeria’s fight

against  organized  criminality,  while  ongoing

banditry in Zamfara has prompted the state to

launch  armored  personnel  carriers and

surveillance drones.

Leadership  Dynamics  &  Governance:

President  Tinubu’s  role  as  a  mediator  in

regional  disputes  is  evident  in  the  Rivers

State  truce,  but  his  administration  faces

accusations  of  institutional  criminality from

activists  like  "Randy  Peters"  regarding  the

200 billion Naira budget for INEC technology.

Macroeconomics  &  Trade: Global  cocoa

prices have plunged by 46.46% year-to-date,

threatening  the  revenues  of  West  African

producers. Meanwhile, the Nigerian Naira is

showing signs of stability as the central bank

manages the gap between parallel and official

markets.

Tech Sovereignty & AI: The government is

prioritizing  the  application  of  AI in  water

resource management and food security, while

global leaders at the New Delhi summit warn

of  risks posed  by  unregulated  AI  to  child

safety and job stability.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Illusion  of  Electoral  Transparency:

The  legislative  journey  of  the  Electoral  Act

2026 reflects a strategic attempt by the ruling

class to balance public demand for electronic

transparency  with  a  desire  for  political

insurance. By embedding provisos for manual

collation, lawmakers have technically fulfilled

the  requirement  for  modernization  while

retaining  the  "EC8A"  manual  backup as  the

primary  source  of  legal  evidence.  This

suggests  a  systemic  distrust  in  the  nation's

broadband  infrastructure—or  a  deliberate

effort  to  maintain  avenues  for  "human

interference"  in  collation  centers,  which

activists  describe  as  the  "shrine  of  election

rigging."

Coercive  Diplomacy  and  the  New  World

Order: The  U.S.-Iran  standoff,  characterized

by  "creadable  threat  force" and  punitive

tariffs, demonstrates a shift toward realism in

global diplomacy. The Trump administration's
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use of armadas and tariffs to force a "broader

deal"  indicates a preference for shock-based

diplomacy  over  traditional  Crisis

Management. This trend is mirrored in Africa,

where nations like Niger are moving toward

military  mobilization against  former  colonial

powers, further fracturing regional alliances.

Institutional  Decay  vs.  Narrative

Building: There is a growing delta between

the government’s  "Renewed Hope" narrative

and the ground truth of rural life. While the

state  celebrates  the  commissioning  of  new

bridges and the use of drones, local sources

report communities in shock and panic due to

highly  organized  raids.  The  framing  of  the

NNPCL as a commercial entity is an attempt

to inject corporate discipline, yet the ongoing

brewing  disputes over  executive  orders

overriding the Petroleum Industry Act suggest

that institutional integrity is being sacrificed

for immediate executive control.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite  Infighting  and  Factionalism: The

Rivers State crisis is symptomatic of a broader

power struggle between Governor Fubara and

the  FCT  Minister.  Though  a  truce  was

reached,  the  underlying  tensions  over

resource  control  and  governance remain

unresolved.  In  Kaduna,  the  legacy  of  the

"Muslim-Muslim  ticket" and  allegations  of

arbitrary  arrests  under  former

administrations continue to polarize the state,

creating a "killing field" narrative that hinders

social cohesion.

Institutional  Decay  and  Corruption

Allegations: The discovery of an alleged 13.7

billion  Naira  annual  payroll  fraud involving

ghost workers highlights the persistent failure

of  state-level  auditing.  The  refusal  of  state

governments to accept audit findings suggests

a  lack  of  transparency  that  threatens  fiscal

sustainability.  Similarly,  the  debate  over

INEC's  200  billion  Naira  technology  budget

centers  on  whether  these  funds  are  being

used  for  legitimate  modernization  or  to

facilitate electoral malpractices.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Nigeria’s  African  Leadership  and  Global

Ambition: Nigeria is aggressively projecting

power  through  its  maritime  strength,  now

commanding  the  22nd  most  powerful  naval

force globally.  This  projection is  intended to

secure oil assets and deter regional piracy. At

the African Union Summit, Nigeria pushed for

permanent African representation on the U.N.

Security  Council,  framing  the  current

international  system  as  "indefensible"  and

outdated.

Strategic  Maneuverability  and  Alliances:

The  administration  is  deepening  its

partnership  with  Japan in  technology  and

creative sectors, while simultaneously relying

on  U.S.  military  intelligence to  address

internal  security  threats.  This  hybrid

approach—economic diplomacy with Asia and

security cooperation with the West—shows a

state  attempting  to  navigate  a  multipolar

world while internally constrained by delay in

budget  implementation and  debt  driven

spending.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Nigerian  economy  is  at  a  crossroads,

moving  from debt-driven  spending toward

an investment-led model, yet this transition

is  hampered by poor revenue collection and

significant  capital  expenditure  shortfalls.

Inflation remains the primary driver of market
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sentiment,  with  the  potential  for  interest

rate cuts contingent on price stabilization in

the coming months.

Foreign Exchange Reserves: Climbed to

$48.5  billion,  the  highest  since  2013,

providing a buffer against global shocks.

Commodity  Prices: Global  cocoa  prices

plunged  by  46.46%  to  $3,300  per  ton,

impacting  export  earnings  for  regional

economies like Ghana and Ivory Coast.

Fiscal  Policy: The  2026  budget  proposal

stands  at  58.7  trillion  Naira,  with  a

projected GDP growth of 7% and a tax-to-

GDP ratio target of 18%.

Energy  Sector: Unpaid  electricity  bills

have surged to 6 trillion Naira, threatening

the  stability  of  the  national  grid  and  the

liquidity  of  power  generation  companies

(Gencos).

Corporate Investment: Shell has made a

$20  billion  commitment to  the  Nigerian

economy,  signaling early  signs of  investor

confidence despite regulatory hurdles.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel  shifts  and  legal  actions  against

high-profile  figures  indicate  a  period  of

intense  institutional  vetting  and  partisan

friction.

Marco Rubio: The U.S. Secretary of State

used  the  Munich  Security  Conference  to

reassure allies while echoing long-running

Trump criticisms of European immigration

policies.

Prince  Andrew  (UK): Arrested  on

suspicion  of  misconduct  in  public  office

following  disclosures  related  to  Jeffrey

Epstein;  he is  the first  senior  royal  to  be

arrested in modern British history.

Nasir  El-Rufai: The  former  Kaduna

governor's residence was searched by ICPC

officials as part of an ongoing investigation

into  alleged  corruption  and  security

breaches.

Zadna  Dantani: The  PDP  candidate  for

Abuja  Municipal  chairmanship  withdrew

from the election, citing concerns over the

electoral process.

Abdullah Junol: The former South Korean

president  was  sentenced  to  life

imprisonment for  attempting  to  impose

military rule in 2024.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network  prioritizes  "Renewed  Hope"

government initiatives,  dedicating significant

airtime to  commissioning ceremonies and

naval  rankings.  However,  there  is  a  clear

editorial  tension  between  reporting

government  "wins"  and  the  grim reality of

rural  insecurity  (Kebbi/Plateau).  The

Electoral  Act  controversy is  presented

through a binary lens of government "realism"

versus  activist  "fear-mongering,"  though  the

network provides a platform for both sides to

voice concerns over manual collation. Buried

stories include the specific details of the 13.7

billion  Naira  payroll  fraud,  which  was

minimized to avoid direct conflict with state-

level  leadership.  Conspicuous  omissions

include  any  deep  analysis  of  the  Lakurawa

militants' origins or their potential links to

broader  regional  extremist  networks,  which

was treated as a localized banditry event.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day's reporting suggests a

world  fracturing  into  blocs  where  power  is
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increasingly  exercised  through  "coercive"

economic and military means.

COUNTRIES

Nigeria: Portrayed  as  a  resilient  but

"infant democracy" struggling with internal

decay and the legacy of "bad governance"

(e.g., "Buhari was the mistake that should

never have been made").

Iran: Framed as  being "negotiated under

creadable  threat  force," with  its  regime

facing  a  legitimacy  crisis  amid  domestic

protests and international pressure.

Sudan: Portrayed  as  a  theater  of  "brutal

chapters" and systemic genocide, with the

RSF identified as the primary aggressor.

France: Depicted  as  a  defensive  actor

rejecting  accusations  from  West  African

juntas,  while  its  domestic  politics  trends

toward the "right-wing."

LEADERS

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a  decisive

and "coercive" strategist using an "armada

and tariffs" to force a new global reality.

Bola  Tinubu: Framed  as  a  pragmatic

mediator capable  of  cooling  regional

flashpoints  like  Rivers  State,  but  facing

criticism  for  his  "consequence"  of  past

political mistakes.

Elon  Musk: Portrayed  as  an  influential

non-state  actor whose  technical  decisions

(Starlink)  directly  alter  the  course  of  the

Ukraine-Russia war.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Lakurawa  Militants: Characterized  as

highly  organized  and  terrifying raiders

operating without warning.

Bank of Industry (BOI): Portrayed as a

catalyst for industrial growth, though small

business  owners  remain  skeptical  of  its

"government operation" roots.

INEC: Framed  as  an  opaque  and

potentially  "mischievous" institution  that

has  received  billions  but  fails  to  deliver

unambiguous transparency.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  government  is

actively seeding the narrative that Nigeria

is  becoming an "investment-led economy,"

using  Shell's  $20B  commitment  as  proof,

despite a 58.7T budget that relies heavily

on debt.

Electoral  Spin: Proponents  of  the  new

Electoral  Act  are  framing  the  manual

backup  as  an  "unnecessary  proviso" for

those  who  fear  technology,  while  critics

seed  the  counter-narrative  that  it  is  a

"reign of terror" tool for the ruling party.

Censorship  &  Intimidation: Allegations

of  abduction  and  detention  of  journalists

(e.g.,  the  case  of  Luka  in  Kaduna)  who

criticize  state  governors  highlight  the

active suppression of dissenting narratives.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Electoral  Act  Legal  Challenges: The

2026 Electoral Act is likely to be challenged

in  the  Supreme  Court before  the  2027

elections,  as  the  conflict  between  the

Senate  and  House  versions  over

"mandatory  transmission"  remains  a  legal

gray area.
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Resurgent  Regional  Conflict: The

Lakurawa  militants  in  Kebbi  could  signal

the  start  of  a  broader  insurgency in  the

northwest,  potentially  merging  with

existing  bandit  groups  to  threaten  food

security in the region.

NNPCL Fiscal Friction: The transition of

NNPCL to  a  commercial  entity  will  likely

lead  to  intense  legal  battles with  state

governments  over  the  30%  revenue

retention  for  frontier  exploration,

potentially leading to a constitutional crisis.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

security  patrols and  possibly  a  state  of

emergency declaration in parts of Kebbi and

Plateau.  Local  government  elections  in  FCT

will  serve  as  a  litmus  test for  the  new

electoral  law's  "real-time"  transmission

capabilities.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The impact of

the 46% cocoa price drop will begin to strain

the budgets of West African states, potentially

leading to social unrest among farmers. The

2026 budget will face significant revisions as

revenue assumptions prove unrealistic.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Nigeria's investment

in  its  naval  power could  position  it  as  a

regional  maritime  hegemon,  provided  it  can

resolve  internal  sabotage  of  its  oil

infrastructure.  The  January  2027  general

elections will  be  the  definitive  moment  for

Nigerian  democracy,  determining  if  the

current institutional reforms have built  trust

or institutionalized rigging.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  risk  landscape  is  dominated  by

the volatility of the pre-election cycle and the

persistent  threat  of  asymmetric  warfare  in

rural zones.

Electoral  Instability: The  loophole  for

manual collation could trigger widespread

civil  unrest  during  the  2027  cycle.

Triggers: High-profile glitches in real-time

transmission.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Catastrophic (loss of democratic mandate).

Mitigations: Full  deployment  of  Starlink-

backed  internet  for  all  177,000  polling

units.

Expansion  of  Lakurawa  Militancy:

Coordinated attacks in Kebbi could expand

southward.  Triggers: Continued  lack  of

security  deployment  to  rural  Mamuno/

Arawa.  Likelihood: Medium-High.

Impact: Severe  (collapse  of  regional

agricultural  output).  Mitigations: Rapid

response joint committees between military

and local assets.

Fiscal Collapse of Power Sector: Surge

of 6 trillion Naira in unpaid bills. Triggers:

Refusal  of  government  agencies  to  pay

Gencos. Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe

(prolonged  national  blackout).

Mitigations: Immediate  disbursement  of

2024 outstanding capital payments.

Sudanese  Conflict  Spillover: Genocide

findings  in  Darfur  could  drive  regional

instability.  Triggers: Fall  of  El  Fasher to

RSF.  Likelihood: Medium.  Impact:

Moderate  (refugee  crisis  and  weapons

proliferation).  Mitigations: Enhanced

border  monitoring  by  Nigerian  security

forces.
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Regulatory  Warfare  in  Oil  Sector:

Disputes  over  revenue  retention  laws. 

Triggers: Supreme  Court  ruling  against

NNPCL's  commercial  autonomy.

Likelihood: Medium.  Impact: Moderate

(deterrence  of  IOC  investment).

Mitigations: Clear  legislative

harmonization  of  the  Petroleum  Industry

Act.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Militant Financing: The broadcast fails to

explain  how  groups  like  Lakurawa are

acquiring  "highly  organized"  equipment

and training;  the  source  of  their  logistics

remains a critical blind spot.

Broadband Reach: Conflicting reports on

90% connectivity versus activists' claims of

"insufficient  network"  require  third-party

verification to assess electoral risk.

Mining  Gas  Source: The  lead  oxide

discharge at the Plateau site was described

as  an  "abandoned  lead  site,"  but  the

identity  of  the  current  operators  and  the

legality  of  their  permit  (License  11810)

were not fully scrutinized.

International Debt Terms: While $48.5B

in reserves is touted, the terms and interest

rates of the debt expected to be incurred to

finance the 58T budget are not disclosed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Managed  Truce  Scenario: The

Rivers State suspension of impeachment is

not a sign of stability, but a tactical retreat

by Wike-aligned forces to wait for a more

favorable judicial  environment,  suggesting

that  the  "interim  order"  is  just  a  delay

tactic.

The Institutional Rigging Scenario: The

200  billion  Naira  budget for  INEC

technology is not for improvement but is a

"sunk  cost"  designed  to  fail,  creating  the

necessary  pretext  to  revert  to  manual

collation under the new law’s provisos.

Black Swan Event: A coordinated cyber-

attack on the Gencos' payment systems or

the central bank's digital currency interface

during  the  2026  budget  implementation

could  lead  to  an  immediate  sovereign

default  and  a  total  collapse  of  internal

governance.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prioritize  the  legal  harmonization of  the

Electoral  Act  to  prevent  post-election

litigation  from  paralyzing  the  2027

administration.

Establish  a  buffer  zone and  enhanced

intelligence  sharing  in  Kebbi  to  prevent

Lakurawa  militants  from  disrupting  the

Northwest food supply chain.

Leverage  the  naval  ranking to  secure

international maritime insurance discounts

for vessels entering Nigerian waters.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Diversify  away  from  cocoa-dependent

assets due to the 46% price plunge and the

entry  of  "synthetic  cocoa"  into  global

markets.

Closely monitor the Gencos mountain debt;

investment  in  distributed  solar  or  private

energy grids is  increasingly necessary for

manufacturing stability.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260219_190000


Ensure  strict  compliance  with  the

Petroleum  Industry  Act provisions  to

mitigate the risk of revenue seizure during

NNPCL’s commercial restructuring.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda is currently dominated

by  electoral  reforms  and  the  struggle  to

finance a massive national budget. The Senate

Committee on Appropriations is in a state of

friction  with  the  executive  over  the  2025

budget's  implementation  failures,  while  new

laws are being fast-tracked to regulate mining

and energy sectors.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Electoral Act Amendment Bill 2026:

Reduces notice of  election from 360 to

300  days;  mandates  electronic

transmission  but  includes  a  crucial

manual collation proviso.

2026  Budget  Appropriation  Bill: A

58.7  trillion  Naira  spending  plan

focusing  on  "Renewed  Hope"  projects,

currently under intense scrutiny by the

Senate.

Petroleum  Industry  Act  (PIA)  Re-

enactment: Debates  over  Section  64

and others regarding revenue retention

and executive orders.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Senate  Budget  Defense: Heat-filled

session where lawmakers  alarmed over

non-funding of  ministries  and  poor

capital releases.

Munich  Security  Conference: Marco

Rubio's keynote on transatlantic security

and immigration.

New Delhi AI Summit: Global leaders

discussing  regulatory  frameworks to

curb AI risks.

KEY STORIES

Electoral  Act  Controversy: President

signs  law  with  a  manual  backup proviso,

sparking  outcries  of  potential  rigging  in

2027.

Rivers  State  Impeachment  Halt:

Assembly  suspends  proceedings against

Governor  Fubara  following  Tinubu's

mediation.

Kebbi Militant Raids: 34 feared dead in

Lakurawa  militant  attacks across  Arawa

local government area.

Plateau Toxic  Gas Leak: 37  dead at  an

abandoned  mining  site in  Kampanizura

community due to lead oxide exposure.

Nigeria  Navy  Ranking: Nigeria

commands the most powerful naval force in

Africa and 22nd globally.

Prince Andrew Arrest: Former UK Prince

detained  on  suspicion  of  misconduct  in

public office and links to the Epstein case.

Sudan  Genocide  Finding: UN  mission

determines  atrocities  in  El  Fasher

constitute genocide.

Cocoa Price Collapse: Global  prices  fall

by 46% to $3,300 per ton, threatening West

African economies.

Zuckerberg  Testimony: Meta  CEO

testifies  in  a  landmark  trial over  social

media addiction and harm to children.

NNPCL Revenue Dispute: Labor  unions

and governors  challenge  executive  orders

affecting oil revenue distribution.

Lower Niger AI Training: 90 staff trained

on  AI  management  tools for  food

sufficiency.

Starlink Restrictions: Elon Musk denies

Russian  forces  access to  Starlink,

impacting the Ukraine frontline.
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Gencos Debt Crisis: Unpaid bills surge to

6  trillion  Naira,  threatening  grid

sustainability.

El-Rufai  Residence  Search: ICPC  raids

former Kaduna governor's home as part of

a corruption probe.

Baby Thief Arrest: Ghana police arrest a

woman  posing  as  a  nurse for  stealing  a

newborn.

South Korea Life Sentence: Ex-president

Junol  jailed  for  life  over  insurrection

attempt.

Plateau Cattle Market Tension: Closure

of  Kar  cattle  market sparks  protests  by

traders.

Benue Flood Control: Completion of the

4km  Idia  canal to  mitigate  River  Benue

flooding.

Dantata  Plastics  Expansion: Bank  of

Industry  support  facilitates  large-scale

manufacturing growth.

Munich  Security  Conference: Marco

Rubio outlines US global posture under the

Trump administration.

Battle  of  Oranges: Annual  carnival  in

Italy commemorates a historic uprising.

Wolf  Dog  at  Winter  Olympics:

Czechoslovakian wolf dog wanders onto ski

course during women's sprint.

NPFL  Sanctions: Kwara  United  fined  9

million  Naira following  fan  violence  and

assault on match officials.

MTN-BOI  Partnership: 1  billion  Naira

matching fund launched to support women-

led micro-enterprises.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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