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ESCALATING US MILITARY

BRINKMANSHIP AND INTERNAL

IRANIAN DISSENT CONVERGE AS

TRUMP ISSUES A TEN-DAY

ULTIMATUM AMID DOMESTIC

STRIKES AND REGIONAL ENERGY

INSTABILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 19, 2026, marks a critical inflection

point  in  the  standoff  between  the  United

States  and  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran.

President Donald Trump has issued a ten-day

ultimatum for Tehran to reach a "meaningful

deal" or face unspecified "bad consequences,"

while  US  military  officials  have  signaled

readiness  for  kinetic  operations as  early  as

the coming weekend. This external pressure is

synchronized  with  a  massive  deployment  of

US naval  assets,  including  the  USS Gerald

Ford,  and  advanced  stealth  fighters  (F-22s

and  F-35s)  to  the  region.  The  US

administration  appears  to  be  leveraging  a

"maximum  pressure"  military  posture  to

extract  concessions  on  Iran’s  nuclear  and

missile  programs,  while  simultaneously

attempting  to  spearhead  a  Gaza

reconstruction  effort that  has  notably  seen

cool  receptions  from  traditional  European

allies.

Internally,  the  Iranian  government  is

grappling with a resurgence of civil unrest as

the  nation  observes  the  40th-day

commemorations for those killed during the

"Dey month" protests. A coordinated strike by

teachers'  unions and students  has  disrupted

the education system, using "empty benches"

as a potent symbol of state violence that has

reportedly  claimed  the  lives  of  at  least  213

children. In response, the state has intensified

its  digital  crackdown,  with  the  IRGC

assuming  greater  control  over  internet

infrastructure and accelerating the transition

to  a  "National  Internet"  intended  to  sever

global  connectivity.  This  convergence  of  a

looming external military strike and systemic

domestic instability suggests a regime under

the  most  acute  stress  since  the  1979

revolution.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US Military Ultimatum and Buildup

President Trump set a 10-day deadline for

Iran to finalize a new agreement with the

United States.

Pentagon officials reported that the military

is prepared to strike as early as Saturday

morning if ordered.

Military  options  presented  to  the  White

House include targeted strikes on dozens of

high-ranking Iranian political  and military

leaders.

The US has deployed at least 50 additional

stealth  fighters  and  is  moving  the  USS

Gerald  Ford  carrier  group toward  the

Persian Gulf.
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Systemic  Domestic  Unrest  and  State

Repression

Teachers'  unions and students launched a

nationwide strike coinciding with the 40th-

day memorial for protest victims.

Human rights monitors have identified 213

children  killed and  nearly  50  students

currently detained in "reform centers."

Security  forces  have  reportedly  raided

schools and used psychological pressure to

force "confessions" from minors.

Consolidation of Digital Sovereignty

The  IRGC  has  officially  taken  over  the

management  of  internet  infrastructure

from civilian authorities.

Reports indicate the rapid implementation

of  a  "white  list"  internet,  or  National

Internet,  designed  to  block  all  non-

approved global traffic.

China is actively providing surveillance and

censorship technology to assist the Iranian

state in monitoring dissent.

Regional Diplomacy and Gaza Peace Talks

Trump  inaugurated  a  Gaza  Peace

Commission in  Washington,  pledging  $10

billion  toward  a  total  $17  billion

reconstruction fund.

The event was marked by a lack of  high-

level  attendance from  major  European

allies (France, Germany, UK).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The US

is shifting from a deterrent posture to an

offensive-ready status, with high-end assets

like  the  F-22  and  F-35  positioned  for

immediate  strikes  against  Iranian

leadership and nuclear facilities.

Civil  Unrest  & Social  Order: The  40th-

day  commemorations  have  evolved  into  a

sustained  civil  disobedience  movement,

with unions and families of victims forming

an  organized  "memorial  resistance"  that

challenges state legitimacy.

Cybersecurity  &  Threat  Actors: The

transition to a National Internet represents

a strategic shift toward total informational

isolation,  using  Chinese  models  of  digital

authoritarianism  to  suppress  protest

coordination.

Diplomacy  &  Statecraft: Russia  is

positioning itself as a mediator in Ukraine

while simultaneously using its relationship

with Iran as a strategic "card" in broader

negotiations  with  the  Trump

administration.

Energy & Critical Minerals: Geopolitical

risk has driven oil prices up by $5-$10 per

barrel in recent days, with markets pricing

in  the  potential  closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.

Leadership  Dynamics  &  Governance:

The  IRGC's  growing  influence over

domestic infrastructure (internet, security)

suggests  a  hardening  of  the  hardline

faction  as  Ali  Khamenei  remains  defiant

against US ultimatums.

Legal  Warfare & Regulatory  Risk: The

US  has  expanded  visa  restrictions to

include  18  high-ranking  Iranian  officials

and  their  families,  targeting  the  elite's

personal mobility as a pressure tactic.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260219_180000


Food & Water Security: Iran is facing a

200mm  rainfall  deficit this  year,

exacerbating  social  tensions  as  the  state

struggles  to  manage  critical  resource

scarcity alongside political crises.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Memory and Grief

A  significant  trend  is  the  transformation  of

traditional mourning rituals (the 40th day or

"Chehelom")  into  political  tools  of  defiance.

Families of those killed in the recent protests

are  moving  beyond  private  grief  to  create

public,  collective  acts  of  resistance,  such as

dancing at gravesites or reciting epic poetry

like  the  Shahnameh.  This  suggests  that  the

state’s  traditional  "culture  of  tears"  used  to

consolidate  ideological  power  is  being

subverted by a younger generation that uses

revelry  and  epic  heritage to  signal  a

complete break from Islamic Republic norms.

The Emerging Digital Iron Curtain

The  move  toward  a  National  Internet is  no

longer  a  theoretical  threat  but  a  tactical

reality  being  implemented  with  Chinese

technical assistance. By shifting control to the

IRGC,  the  state  is  preparing  for  a  scenario

where  it  can  conduct  internal  "cleansing"

operations without the risk of real-time video

leaks to global media. This digital sovereignty

trend is a direct response to the "Dey month"

protests, where internet-enabled coordination

proved nearly existential for the regime.

US Unilateralism vs. European Hesitation

The absence of European leaders at Trump’s

Gaza Peace Commission highlights a widening

rift.  While the US is pursuing a high-stakes,

aggressive regional reorganization (combining

a peace plan for Gaza with an ultimatum for

Iran),  European allies  appear  wary  of  being

dragged into a new Middle Eastern war. This

creates a  bipolar diplomatic environment

where Trump may feel compelled to act alone

to preserve his "deal-maker" credibility.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Iranian state is facing a profound crisis of

legitimacy.  The  "Dey  month"  protests  were

characterized  by  their  spread  to  smaller,

historically conservative towns and their focus

on  youth  participation.  The  fact  that  the

regime identifies schools as a primary security

threat indicates  that  the  indoctrination

mechanisms of the state have failed. Teachers,

once a core pillar of the civil service, are now

leading  civil  disobedience  campaigns,  citing

not just  economic grievances but the state's

failure to protect children.

Institutional  decay  is  evident  in  the  water

crisis,  with  water  authorities  reporting  a

critical lack of precipitation that could lead to

summer  rationing.  Historically,  resource

scarcity has been a primary trigger for Iranian

street  protests.  The  IRGC's  takeover  of  the

internet  and  security  apparatus  suggests  a

move toward overt military rule, bypassing

traditional  republican  institutions  (like  the

Ministry of ICT) to ensure regime survival at

any cost. This shift increases the risk of elite

infighting if the military fails to provide basic

services or security.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The international  system is  being framed as

an "anarchic arena" where military strength is

the only currency. The US is projecting power
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through  the  massive  movement  of  carriers

and  stealth  assets,  explicitly  signaling  that

Saturday morning is a potential zero-hour for

conflict. This unilateral posture is designed to

force Iran into a defensive crouch, but it also

risks cornering the regime into a "nothing to

lose"  retaliatory  scenario,  possibly  involving

the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

Russia’s posture is characterized by strategic

ambiguity.  It  maintains  high-level  military

cooperation with Iran (conducting joint naval

drills)  while  simultaneously  negotiating  with

the  US  to  end  the  Ukraine  war.  Analysts

suggest Russia views Iran as a sacrificial card

that can be traded for a favorable settlement

in  Europe.  Meanwhile,  China  provides  the

"digital  backbone" for  Iranian state survival,

ensuring that while Iran may be isolated from

Western  capital,  it  remains  connected  to

Eastern authoritarian tech.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  global  economic  environment  is

increasingly sensitive to the prospect of a US-

Iran war, with energy markets exhibiting high

volatility.  Regional  reconstruction  efforts  in

Gaza are being positioned as a cornerstone of

US economic statecraft in the Middle East.

Energy Volatility: Oil  prices have spiked

between  $5  and  $10 per  barrel  over  the

last month due to Hormuz closure fears.

Gaza Reconstruction Fund: The US has

pledged $10 billion toward a reconstruction

goal  of  $17  billion,  though  European

commitment remains unconfirmed.

Currency  Pressure: Iranian  markets  are

pricing in a catastrophic devaluation of

the Rial as the 10-day ultimatum clock ticks

down.

Commodity Scarcity: Blood banks in Iran

report  a  15% deficit in  supply,  and water

reservoirs are severely depleted, signaling

a "war economy" state even before the first

strike.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  transcripts  highlight  a  consolidation  of

power  within  the  Iranian  security  apparatus

and the targeting of its leadership by Western

powers.

IRGC High Command: Has seized control

of the internet security portfolio, signaling

a  shift  to  a  "hard  security"  domestic

governance model.

18 Iranian Officials: Targeted by new US

visa sanctions, including those involved in

the  digital  crackdown  and  protest

suppression.

Majid Khademi (IRGC Intel): Reportedly

warned  Ali  Khamenei  that  a  crisis  and

"revolt" were  imminent,  suggesting  a

degree  of  internal  anxiety  at  the  highest

levels.

Amir  Hossein  Rahimi  (Minister  of

Justice): Confirmed  the  detention  of

minors  in  reform  centers,  contradicting

previous state claims of no student arrests.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network’s coverage is dominated by the

existential threat of war and the internal

humanitarian  crisis in  Iran.  The  "lead

stories" are consistently the Trump ultimatum

and the teachers' strike, creating a narrative

of  a  country  under  siege  from both  outside

and within. The tone is urgent and analytic,

with  heavy  use  of  external  experts  to

contextualize  military  movements.  "Buried
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stories"  include  the  Indian  AI  blindness

initiative  and  Amazon  drone  delivery,  which

appear as brief technical interludes between

high-gravity  political  reports.  Conspicuous

omissions include  any  detailed  perspective

from within the Iranian hardline camp or the

specific demands of the "new deal" Trump is

seeking,  leaving  the  viewer  to  infer  the

regime's total intransigence.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  subtext  of  the  day’s  news  frames  the

world as a site  of  binary conflict  between a

unilateral  US  administration  and  an

increasingly  cornered,  tech-reliant  Iranian

autocracy.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  an

aggressive,  unpredictable  deal-maker

who is willing to bypass traditional allies to

achieve  his  aims.  His  ultimatums  are

framed as both a genuine threat of war and

a high-stakes negotiating tactic ultimatum

as ahrom-sazi.

Iran (Khamenei/IRGC): Characterized as

defiant but brittle.  They are depicted as

competent in technical repression (internet

shutdown) but inept in addressing systemic

domestic  needs  (water,  education)  regime

at weakest.

Russia  (Putin/Lavrov): Framed  as

principled  but  opportunistic.  They  are

"friends" to Iran only so long as it  serves

their  larger  negotiation  with  the  US over

Ukraine Russia using Iran card.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Teachers'  Unions  (Council  of  Trade

Unions): Portrayed  as  a  principled,

organized  domestic  vanguard for

change, using peaceful strikes to highlight

state  brutality  against  students  unions  as

catalysts.

Chinese  Tech  Firms: Depicted  as

enablers  of  repression,  providing  the

critical  infrastructure  for  the  Islamic

Republic’s  digital  isolation  China

censorship aids.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The Iranian government is currently engaged

in  a  massive  Wikipedia  narrative  seeding

campaign,  attempting to  overwrite  historical

records  of  protest  suppression  with  state-

approved  versions.  This  is  coupled  with  the

implementation  of  a  "white  list"  internet

designed  to  prevent  "information  contagion"

from the West. The delta between the state’s

claim that no students were arrested and the

Justice  Minister's  admission  of  minors  in

reform centers reveals a cracking propaganda

apparatus.  Externally,  the  US  is  using  its

military  movements  as  a  psychological

operation,  leaking  specific  strike  readiness

times  to  global  media  to  create  a  "panic

environment" in Tehran.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Hypothesis 1 (Conflict): If Iran does not

respond to the ultimatum by day 10, the US

will likely conduct a targeted decapitation

strike or a massive cyber-attack on nuclear

facilities, rather than a full-scale invasion.
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Hypothesis  2  (Domestic  Collapse): The

convergence  of  a  water  crisis,  blood

shortage, and teachers' strike may lead to

institutional  paralysis in  several

provinces,  forcing the IRGC to implement

martial law before any US strike occurs.

Hypothesis 3 (Diplomatic Pivot): Russia

may  broker  a  last-minute  "freeze"  in  the

Iran  crisis  in  exchange  for  the  US lifting

sanctions on Russian energy exports Russia

mediating deals.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expected

widespread internet blackout in Iran; possible

localized  military  exchanges  in  the  Persian

Gulf;  peak  of  40th-day  protest  cycle  protest

tension.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Formalization

of the "Gaza Peace" plan under US auspices;

potential  regulatory  shifts  in  global  oil

markets  to  mitigate  Hormuz  closure  risks;

Iranian  regime  possibly  moving  toward  a

permanent military-security state.

Long  Term (1-5  Years): Permanent  digital

decoupling  of  Iran  from  the  global  web;

structural  shift  in  Middle  East  alliances  as

European  powers  decide  whether  to  follow

the  US  lead  or  forge  an  independent  path

allies skeptical.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  environment  presents  several

high-probability/high-impact  risks  that  could

alter regional and global stability.

Risk:  Regional  Kinetic  Conflict

Escalation. Triggers:  Iranian  harassment

of  US naval  assets  or  a  failed  diplomatic

overture  at  the  10-day  mark  10-day

deadline. Likelihood: High. Impact:  Global

energy  shock,  catastrophic  civilian  loss,

regional destabilization. Mitigations: Back-

channel  diplomacy  via  Oman;  Russia-

brokered de-escalation deal.

Risk:  Strait  of  Hormuz  Blockage.

Triggers:  US  targeted  strikes  on  Iranian

leaders  decapitation  options.  Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: $150+/barrel oil, global

shipping  crisis.  Mitigations:  International

naval  escort  operations;  diplomatic

pressure from China.

Risk:  Total  Digital  Isolation  of  Iran.

Triggers:  Success  of  IRGC  "National

Internet"  project  internet  takeover.

Likelihood:  Very  High.  Impact:  Total

blackout  for  domestic  dissent,  inability  to

document  human  rights  abuses.

Mitigations:  Massive  deployment  of

satellite  internet  (Starlink)  Starlink  as

shortcut.

Risk:  Iranian  Domestic  Humanitarian

Collapse. Triggers:  Combination  of

drought, medical shortages, and war water/

blood  shortages.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact:  Mass  refugee  flow  to  Turkey/

Europe.  Mitigations:  Emergency  UN

humanitarian corridors;  easing of  medical

sanctions.
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Risk: Transatlantic Diplomatic Schism.

Triggers: Unilateral US strike without ally

consultation.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Weakened NATO, European rapprochement

with  Russia/China.  Mitigations:  Re-

engaging European allies in the Gaza Peace

Commission European absence.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Iranian "Grey Zone" Assets: Transcripts

fail  to  detail  the  current  readiness  and

specific  threat  level  of  Iran's  regional

proxies (Hezbollah, Houthis), which are the

most likely retaliatory tools.

Hardline  Internal  Resistance: There  is

little  context  on  how the  internal  Iranian

security council  is  debating Trump’s deal,

focusing  only  on  the  "external"  defiance

Khamenei's stubborn ideology.

Economic Impact of Gaza Funding: The

feasibility  of  the  $10B  US  pledge  is  not

analyzed  against  current  US  budgetary

constraints  or  Congressional  approval

processes funding goals.

Verification  of  State  Atrocities: The

claim of 213 children killed relies on NGO

identifies that are difficult to independently

verify given the internet crackdown.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Brinkmanship Bluff": Trump’s  10-

day clock and military buildup are actually

a coordinated bluff, intended not to start a

war but to provide the regime an "out" to

agree  to  a  face-saving  deal  that  secures

regional  oil  markets  bluff  scenario.  Black

Swan:  A  low-level  commander  on  either

side  accidentally  opens  fire,  forcing  both

leaders into a war neither wants.

The  "Russian  Trojan  Horse": Russia  is

encouraging  Iranian  defiance  joint  naval

drills precisely  to  bait  the  US  into  a

regional  conflict that drains US resources

and distracts  from Eastern  Europe.  Black

Swan:  A  sudden  Iranian-Russian  defense

pact  that  puts  nuclear-armed  Russian

assets on the Persian Gulf.

The  "Internet  Strike  Back": The  IRGC

internet takeover IRGC takeover backfires

as  tech-savvy  students  and  internal

sympathizers hack the "National Internet,"

leaking sensitive state secrets that trigger

a military coup.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare  for  immediate  "grey

zone"  retaliation  from  Iranian  proxies  in

Lebanon, Yemen, and Iraq if the Saturday

deadline leads to strikes Saturday morning

readiness.

Economic: Coordinate  with  G7  partners

for a strategic petroleum reserve release to

offset  a  potential  Hormuz  supply  shock

Hormuz threat.

Diplomatic: Send  high-level  envoys  to

European  capitals  to  bridge  the  rift  over

Gaza  peace  and  ensure  a  unified  front

before  the  10-day  ultimatum  expires

European rift.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain: Reroute maritime logistics

away  from the  Persian  Gulf  and  evaluate

alternative  transit  via  the  Red  Sea  or

overland Eurasia Strait of Hormuz.
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Energy Strategy: Hedge against sustained

oil  price  increases;  look  for  investment

opportunities in regional reconstruction as

US pledges $10B Gaza funding.

Tech/Cyber: For digital firms, prioritize the

deployment  of  decentralized,  satellite-

based  communication  tools  in  high-risk

zones  to  bypass  "white  list"  censorship

bypass tech.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The primary policy focus is on US executive-

led  military  and  diplomatic  ultimatums,

alongside Iranian state decrees consolidating

digital control.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Digital Sovereignty Decree (Iran): A

legal framework transferring all internet

governance  to  the  IRGC  to  ensure

"National  Internet"  implementation

internet law.

Gaza  Reconstruction  Bill  (US):

Implicitly  discussed  as  the  source  of

Trump's  $10B  pledge  reconstruction

pledge.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Trump  10-Day  Ultimatum  Presser:

Presidential  declaration  setting  the

timeline  for  Iran  deal/war  10-day

warning.

Gaza  Peace  Commission

Inauguration: High-profile DC meeting

to formalize Middle East aid, notable for

allied absence Gaza Commission.

Mashhad Execution Announcements:

Legal  announcements  from  the  Iranian

judiciary  regarding  the  execution  of

protestors Mashhad legal update.

KEY STORIES

Trump’s  Ten-Day  Ultimatum: The  US

President has given Iran 10 days to reach a

"meaningful"  new  deal  or  face  a  military

strike 10-day ultimatum.

Saturday Military Readiness: US military

tells  Trump  it  is  fully  prepared  to  strike

Iran  by  Saturday  morning  Saturday

readiness.

Nationwide  Teachers'  and  Students'

Strike: Coordinated  action  in  Iran

protesting  the  killing  of  children  and

detention of  students,  using empty school

benches as a symbol teacher strikes.

Carrier  and  Stealth  Deployment: USS

Gerald Ford and stealth fighters F-22/F-35

are  moving  into  positions  near  Iran  US

deployment.

IRGC Internet  Takeover: Control  of  the

web  officially  handed  to  the  IRGC  to

implement a "National Internet" and block

global sites IRGC internet control.

Gaza Peace Commission Launch: Trump

opens a peace and reconstruction meeting

in  DC  with  $10B  in  funding  Gaza  Peace

Commission.

213 Children Dead: Human rights groups

identify  213  children  killed  in  the  recent

protest crackdown child victim tally.

British  Couple  Sentenced: British-

Australian  couple  given  10  years  in  Evin

prison  for  alleged  espionage  espionage

sentencing.

Water  and  Blood  Scarcity: Iran  faces

severe shortages in rainfall (200mm deficit)

and blood supplies (15% deficit)  amid the

crisis resource deficit.
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Wikipedia  Narrative  War: Government

actors in Iran are systematically uploading

state propaganda to Wikipedia to overwrite

the history of the protests Wikipedia battle.

Russian  Strategic  Ambiguity: Russia

conducts  naval  drills  with  Iran  while

negotiating  with  the  US  to  potentially

sacrifice the Iranian "card" Russia-Iran-US

triangle.

Oil Price Surge: War fears drive oil prices

up $5-$10 recently as markets prepare for

Hormuz closure oil market impact.

AI  Blindness  Diagnosis  in  India: A

technical report on AI use to help diabetic

patients  in  Indian  public  hospitals  AI

medical news.

Amazon  Drone  UK  Launch: Amazon

begins  drone  deliveries  in  Darlington,

England,  for  small  packages  Amazon

drones UK.

Lion and Sun Symbol History: A cultural

report on the history of the ancient Iranian

symbol  on  the  anniversary  of  the  Shah’s

death Lion and Sun symbol.

Geneva  Ukraine  Talks: US-mediated

peace  talks  regarding  Donbas  and

Zaporizhzhia between Russia and Ukraine

Geneva talks.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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