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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 18, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in

the  documented  post-transition  period  of

Syria,  characterized  by  an  aggressive  state-

building narrative under the administration of

President  Ahmad  al-Sharaa.  The  day’s

coverage illustrates a nation caught between

the aspirational  rhetoric of  "New Syria" and

the harsh realities of a "defunct regime" (al-

nizam  al-ba'id)  legacy.  The  central

government  is  leveraging  significant

diplomatic  and  economic  support  from

regional powers, most notably Saudi Arabia

and Qatar, to kickstart infrastructure projects

and aviation sector overhauls. However, these

long-term  structural  shifts  are  being

undermined by an immediate, acute domestic

energy crisis, specifically a severe shortage of

cooking gas that has forced civilians back to

archaic  fuel  sources  and  fueled  a  rampant

black  market.  The  administration’s  response

involves a mix of logistical maneuvering and a

heavy reliance on the narrative that current

hardships  are  the  terminal  pains  of  a  dying

old system.

Security dynamics are increasingly polarized

between  internal  consolidation  and  external

aggression. While the government celebrates

the "victory" of integrated military operations

in  the  north  and  center,  the  south—

particularly Suwayda and Quneitra—remains

a dangerous flashpoint. The political defection

of  Prince  Hassan  al-Atrash  to  Damascus

signals  a  strategic  attempt  by  the  state  to

undermine local autonomous structures, even

as Israeli military incursions in the Golan

heights  continue  to  challenge  Syrian

sovereignty. Simultaneously, the humanitarian

file is seeing high-stakes movement with the

organized transfer  of  residents  from the Al-

Hol  camp to  "rehabilitation  centers"  in

Akhtarin,  a move framed as a restoration of

national dignity but which carries significant

long-term social and security risks.

The convergence of  these events suggests a

government  in  a  race  against  time:  it  must

deliver  visible  economic  relief  (via  Gulf

investment  and  sanctions  lifting)  before

domestic discontent over inflation and utility

shortages  reaches  a  breaking  point.  The

editorial  hierarchy  of  the  day  suggests  a

desperate need to broadcast stability, focusing

on high-level statecraft and judicial amnesties

to distract from the daily struggle of citizens

to  afford  basic  necessities.  This  "transition

period"  is  thus  defined  by  the  struggle  to

replace  institutional  decay  with  new,  Gulf-

funded  bureaucratic  structures  while

managing  an  increasingly  volatile  southern

border.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Saudi-Syrian  Strategic  Economic  Re-

engagement: Damascus and Riyadh have

formalized a $5 billion investment package

covering  energy,  transportation,  and

industrial  development.  This  marks  the

most  significant  regional  endorsement  of

the Sharaa administration to date, intended

to  provide  the  capital  necessary  for

national reconstruction shaping the future.

Suwayda  Political  Realignment: Prince

Hassan  al-Atrash,  a  prominent  Druze

leader,  has  formally  broken  with  local

autonomous  factions  and  moved  to

Damascus.  This  is  being framed as a "re-

integration"  of  the southern province into

the  national  fabric,  effectively  weakening

the  local  influence  of  Hikmat  al-Hajari's

militias Suwayda transition.

The Great Gas Crisis: Syrian markets are

facing a total collapse of the domestic gas

supply  chain.  Prices  on  the  black  market

have  spiked to  400,000 SYP per  cylinder.

The  Ministry  of  Energy  has  blamed

maritime logistics and weather, but citizens

are  increasingly  blaming  systemic

corruption inherited from the previous era

fuel shortages.

Al-Hol  Camp  Decanting  and

Rehabilitation: The  government  has

begun  the  large-scale  transfer  of  Syrians

from  the  Al-Hol  camp  to  Akhtarin  in  the

Aleppo countryside. This move is presented

as  a  "return  to  the  homeland"  and  a

dismantling  of  a  "ticking  time  bomb"

created during the previous conflict years

relocation efforts.

Judicial Reform and General Amnesty:

President Sharaa issued Decree 39 of 2026,

a  comprehensive  general  amnesty  that

commutes  life  sentences  to  20  years  and

pardons various "crimes" committed under

the  defunct  regime.  This  is  strategically

designed to  project  a  "clean slate"  image

and  reconcile  with  opposition-leaning

demographics Decree 39.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The government is transitioning away from

irregular  "Red  Band"  (Assayeb  al-Hamra)

units  toward  a  more  professionalized

military  structure,  though  these  units

remain  influential  in  local  "rehabilitation"

tasks military transition.

Continued  Israeli  incursions  in  Quneitra,

including  the  establishment  of  temporary

checkpoints and the detention of civilians,

highlights the fragility of  Syria’s southern

border  sovereignty  southern  border

violations.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The "Sharaa Era" is defining itself through

a  "Correctional  Movement"  (Harakat  al-

Tashihia),  using  the  terminology  of  the

previous regime but aimed at purging the

"remnants of corruption" (al-fusad) regime

change narrative.

The re-integration of over 1,200 dismissed

civil  servants  in  Idlib  signals  a  major

administrative shift toward reconciliation in

formerly rebel-held areas Idlib civil service.
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Macroeconomics & Trade

The Syrian Holding Company for  Aviation

(Syrian  Holding)  has  been  established  to

transform the national carrier into a profit-

driven enterprise, seeking to attract foreign

investors by pivoting away from the state-

service model aviation reform.

Extreme  inflation  is  reported  in  basic

foodstuffs  (meat,  vegetables)  ahead  of

Ramadan,  with  many  citizens  reporting

they can only  afford to  buy goods by the

"gram" rather than the kilogram Ramadan

inflation.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure

A $10 million Qatari-Syrian partnership has

been  announced  to  modernize  healthcare

facilities in Hassakeh, attempting to bridge

the infrastructure gap between the capital

and  the  northeast  Qatari  healthcare

investment.

The Ministry of Energy is promising an end

to the gas crisis via the arrival of tankers,

but the lack of strategic reserves makes the

system  highly  vulnerable  to  even  minor

logistical shocks energy logistics.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Baid"  (Defunct)  Regime  as  a

Universal Scapegoat

A dominant theme across all transcripts is the

systematic characterization of  the Assad era

as  the  "Defunct  Regime"  (al-nizam al-ba'id).

This serves a dual purpose: first, it allows the

current  Sharaa  administration  to  distance

itself  from persistent  economic failures  (like

the  gas  crisis)  by  framing  them  as  the

"corrupt leftovers" of the old system. Second,

it creates a nationalistic "year zero" narrative

where  all  progress  is  credited  to  the  new

leadership.  This  is  particularly  evident  in

reports  regarding  the  Caesar Act,  which  is

now  framed  as  a  hurdle  successfully

navigated by the new government rather than

a  collective  punishment  for  the  old  one

shifting the blame.

Gulf-Centric Reconstruction

There is a visible pivot away from Iranian and

Russian  influence  toward Saudi,  Qatari,  and

Emirati  capital.  The day’s  news is  saturated

with  "Strategic  Agreements"  and

"Memorandums of  Understanding"  with  Gulf

entities. This trend suggests that the price of

Syrian  stability  is  being  underwritten  by

Riyadh,  which is  in  turn  demanding a  more

professionalized, centralized Syrian state that

can  marginalize  autonomous  or  sectarian

militias Gulf investment surge.

The Weaponization of Utility Supply

The  gas  crisis  has  become  a  form  of

information  warfare.  While  the  state  claims

logistics issues, the black market prices and

the civilian accounts suggest a system that is

still  riddled with patronage and profiteering.

The  "Ramadan  Pressure"  (high  demand  for

food  and  fuel)  is  exposing  the  limits  of  the

government's mandate; if it cannot solve the

gas  shortage  before  the  peak  of  the  holy

month,  the  "New  Syria"  narrative  faces  its

first major populist challenge Ramadan crisis.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Syrian state is currently grappling with a

crisis  of  expectations.  While  the  Sharaa

administration  has  successfully  consolidated

control  over  major  urban  centers,  the

periphery remains unstable. In Suwayda, the

move of Prince Hassan al-Atrash to Damascus
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is a significant blow to local Druze autonomy,

but  it  has  not  ended  the  underlying

resentment toward central authority. Reports

of  "Secret  Offices"  (al-maktab  al-sirri)

extorting merchants in Damascus and Aleppo

indicate that the repressive infrastructure of

the  state  hasn't  been  dismantled;  it  has

merely  changed  management  merchants

under pressure.

societal stability is further threatened by the

unemployment-inflation trap.  Even as  the

government  rehires  thousands  of  civil

servants  in  Idlib  and  Hassakeh,  the

purchasing  power  of  their  salaries  is  being

decimated  by  inflation.  The  reliance  on  the

"Turkish  Lira"  in  the  north  and  the  "Syrian

Pound"  elsewhere  creates  a  fragmented

economic  reality  that  the  central  bank  is

struggling  to  harmonize  currency

fragmentation.  The  day's  reports  on  the

ISESCO  school  reconstruction  projects

provide  a  needed  morale  boost,  but  they

highlight the scale of the damage: thousands

of  schools  remain  unusable,  leaving  a

generation  at  risk  of  educational  stagnation

educational decay.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The international environment is portrayed as

increasingly  receptive  to  the  "New  Syrian"

administration.  The United States,  under  a

Trump  administration  (as  contextually

mentioned  for  2026),  is  framed  as  having

shifted  its  stance  from  regime  change  to

transactional  stability,  culminating  in  the

lifting of key sanctions sanctions lifting. This

has opened the door  for  Azerbaijan,  Saudi

Arabia, and Qatar to enter the Syrian market

officially. Syria is attempting to project power

not  through  traditional  military  means,  but

through its role as a "geographic crossroads"

(Ghadat  al-Sharq)  for  regional  energy  and

trade regional hub strategy.

However,  the  framing  of  Israel remains

hostile.  Israel  is  depicted  as  a  spoiler  to

Syrian stability, utilizing "preventative" strikes

and border incursions in Quneitra to keep the

Syrian  state  defensive.  The  government  is

using  these  incursions  to  justify  continued

military  mobilization  and  to  rally  domestic

support  against  a  common  external  enemy

Israeli  incursions.  Conversely,  the  Syrian-

Azerbaijani relationship is being elevated as

a  model  of  non-Arab  Muslim  cooperation,

specifically  in  the  realms  of  education  and

"Islamic  discourse"  moderation  ISESCO

cooperation.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Syria’s economic state is a study in contrasts:

high-level corporate optimism vs. micro-level

civilian  desperation.  While  the  Damascus

Securities Exchange reports increased trading

volumes,  the  "kitchen  table"  economy  is  in

freefall.

Currency: The  Syrian  Pound  shows

extreme volatility; in Damascus, 50 USD is

considered  a  "crime"  to  carry,  while  in

Idlib,  the  Turkish  Lira  is  the  de  facto

currency of trade currency volatility.

Commodities: Meat prices have surged to

150,000  SYP  per  kilo;  vegetables  like

zucchini (kousa) have risen from 10,000 to

15,000 SYP in 48 hours price spikes.

Corporate Reform: The transformation of

Syrian  Airlines  into  "Syrian  Holding"  is  a

major move toward the partial privatization

of  state  assets  to  attract  Gulf  capital

aviation corporatization.
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Infrastructure Debt: Over 7,000 schools

require  reconstruction;  the  $30  million

ISESCO grant covers only a fraction of the

necessary capital reconstruction gap.

Capital  Inflows: $5  billion  in  announced

Saudi-linked  projects  across  multiple

sectors Saudi capital.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The administration is currently conducting a

"civil service purge" and a "judicial cleanse,"

replacing  legacy  Assad-era  figures  with

technocrats  and  reconciled  opposition

members.

President Ahmad al-Sharaa: Increasingly

centralizing power; using decrees to bypass

the  traditional  Ba'athist  bureaucracy

presidential decrees.

Prince Hassan al-Atrash: A major winner;

his move to Damascus signals his new role

as the government's primary liaison for the

Druze community, likely at the expense of

Hikmat al-Hajari Prince al-Atrash.

Minister  of  Energy  (Muhammad  al-

Bashir): Under  intense  public  fire;  his

position depends on resolving the gas crisis

before the end of Ramadan Energy Minister

status.

Administrative  Re-hirings: 1,200

dismissed  employees  in  Idlib  have  been

reinstated,  marking  a  win  for  regional

governors attempting to stabilize formerly

hostile zones Idlib reinstatements.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network’s Lead Stories were the Saudi-

Syrian  economic  deals  and  the  Suwayda

political  shift.  These  were  presented  with  a

triumphant, nationalistic tone. The Gas Crisis

was  addressed  with  significant  airtime  but

framed as a logistical challenge rather than a

failure  of  governance,  often  interrupted  by

"success stories" from the educational sector

to  dilute  the  negative  sentiment.  Buried

Stories included  the  specific  details  of  the

fighting in the north and the exact status of

Iranian-backed  militias,  which  were

conspicuously absent. The emotional tone was

a  calculated  mix  of  nationalistic  pride

(reconstruction)  and  cautionary  optimism

(Ramadan  preparations).  A  major

Conspicuous Omission was any mention of

the ongoing Russian military presence or the

specifics of the political transition that led to

the  al-Sharaa  government,  suggesting  these

are  sensitive  topics  managed  via  strict

censorship editorial bias.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  global  arena  is  framed  as  a  shift  from

Western-led  "obstruction"  (sanctions)  to

regional-led  "reconstruction."  The  narrative

arc  follows  the  redemption  of  Syria  as  a

sovereign player.

Saudi  Arabia: Portrayed  as  a  principled,

wealthy big brother. "Saudi support is the

cornerstone  of  the  New  Syria"  Riyadh

framing.

Israel: Portrayed as a chaotic,  aggressive

foe.  "Zionist  incursions in Quneitra target

children and civilians" Israel as foe.

USA (Trump): Portrayed as  a  pragmatic,

strong  leader  who  "saw  the  truth"  and

lifted  the  Caesar  Act.  "Trump's  decision

ended the siege of Syria" US framing.

ISESCO  (Azerbaijan): Portrayed  as  a

competent,  civilizational  partner  in

rebuilding  the  country’s  mind  ISESCO

framing.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  state  is  actively  seeding  a  "Return  to

Normalcy" meta-narrative. This is achieved by

broadcasting footage of street lighting in Afrin

Afrin lighting and new school buildings, even

as  much  of  the  country  remains  in  ruins.

Psychological operations are being directed at

the people of Suwayda, using the defection of

Prince al-Atrash to signal that local resistance

is futile and that the "train of the state" has

already  left  the  station.  Disinformation

regarding the gas crisis—blaming weather for

a  multi-month  shortage—is  being  used  to

shield  the  new  Ministry  of  Energy  from

accusations  of  incompetence  gas

disinformation.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Urban  Discontent: If  the  gas  and  meat

prices  do  not  stabilize  within  two  weeks,

there  is  a  high  probability  of  localized

spontaneous  protests  in  Damascus  and

Aleppo,  despite  the  general  amnesty

inflation risk.

Southern Consolidation: The government

will likely move to militarily dismantle the

remaining autonomous militias in Suwayda

within the next 3-6 months, emboldened by

the al-Atrash defection Suwayda outlook.

Gulf  Dominance: Expect  Saudi-funded

companies  to  take  over  the  majority  of

Syria's  telecommunications  and

transportation infrastructure  by  late  2026

economic outlook.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4 Weeks): A  crackdown on

black  market  fuel  traders  to  provide  a

"Ramadan  relief"  optical  win  for  the

government market crackdown.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  formal

integration of Idlib’s administrative structures

into the Damascus framework, likely including

a currency transition back to the Syrian Pound

Idlib integration.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  total  shift  in

Syria’s  foreign  policy  toward  a  Saudi-led

regional  bloc,  effectively  ending  the

"Resistance Axis" era and potentially leading

to a normalization of borders with neighbors

strategic shift.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  environment  is  highly  fragile,

with  several  points  of  potential  rapid

deterioration.

Energy Grid Failure: The total depletion

of domestic gas and heating fuel. Triggers:

Maritime  blockades  or  failure  of  Gulf

tankers to arrive. Likelihood: High. Impact:

Catastrophic  (Civilian  riots).  Mitigations:

Emergency  fuel  subsidies  and  ration

enforcement fuel risk.

Southern  Border  Escalation: Syrian

army  retaliation  for  Israeli  Golan

incursions.  Triggers:  Civilian  casualties

from Israeli  drones. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact:  High  (Regional  conflict).

Mitigations:  US-mediated  de-escalation

channels border risk.
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Internal  Insurgency  Post-Amnesty:

Released  prisoners  or  Al-Hol  returnees

forming  new  cells.  Triggers:  Failure  of

"rehabilitation"  programs.  Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: High (Urban terrorism).

Mitigations:  Strict  biometric  monitoring

and localized security details amnesty risk.

Economic  Hyper-Inflation: The  Syrian

Pound hitting new lows against  the black

market USD. Triggers: Failure of the $5bn

Saudi  deal  to  materialize  as  cash.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Severe  (Total

market  freeze).  Mitigations:  Interest  rate

hikes  and  Gulf-backed  stabilization  funds

currency risk.

Social Fragmentation in the Northeast:

Clash  between  returned  Al-Hol  residents

and  local  tribes.  Triggers:  Property

disputes  or  blood  feuds.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Moderate  (Localized

unrest).  Mitigations:  Tribal  mediation

councils and state presence Al-Hol risk.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts  mention  the  lifting  of  the

Caesar  Act  by  Trump,  but  provide  no

details  on  the  conditions of  this  deal  or

whether  it  is  a  temporary  waiver  or  a

permanent repeal.

There is a total absence of news regarding

the Euphrates water crisis, which is the

primary driver of agricultural failure in the

northeast,  focusing  instead  on  "chemical

spraying"  in  Quneitra  agricultural  blind

spot.

The  role  of  Russia is  completely

minimized, leaving a gap in understanding

how  the  security  transition  is  being

managed on the ground.

While 1,200 civil servants were rehired, the

total number of people displaced or fired is

not given, making it impossible to judge the

actual scope of reconciliation.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Saudi  "Trojan  Horse": Far  from

being an act  of  regional  benevolence,  the

$5 billion investment may be a mechanism

for  the  complete  economic  annexation  of

Syria, turning the country into a client state

whose  policies  are  dictated  entirely  by

Riyadh contrarian view.

Amnesty as Consolidation: Decree 39 is

not an act of mercy but a strategic purge.

By  releasing  minor  offenders  and

commuting life sentences, the government

is  making  room  in  jails  for  new,  "New

Syria" dissidents while appearing moderate

to the international  community  contrarian

view.

Black  Swan  Event: A  major

assassination  attempt on  President  al-

Sharaa  during  a  high-profile  Gulf-funded

inauguration,  potentially  carried  out  by

remnants of the defunct regime's security

apparatus  who  feel  sidelined  by  the

transition.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Establish  a  Strategic  Fuel  Reserve

immediately to prevent the recurring "gas

crisis" from becoming a regime-threatening

protest catalyst energy security.
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Formalize  a  Southern  Security  Council

including local Druze elders to manage the

fallout  from  the  Atrash  defection  and

prevent  a  civil  war  in  Suwayda  Southern

stability.

Request international oversight for the Al-

Hol  transition to  prevent  accusations  of

"human  rights  violations"  during  the

rehabilitation  process  humanitarian

recommendation.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Prioritize  the  Aviation  and  Transport

sectors  as  the  first  beneficiaries  of  Gulf

capital;  however,  maintain  high  insurance

premiums due to southern border volatility

investment strategy.

Monitor Damascus Securities Exchange

for  the  launch  of  the  Syrian  Holding

Company IPO,  which will  be a  bellwether

for the overall success of the privatization

drive market monitoring.

Avoid  long-term agricultural  commitments

in  the  Golan  border  region due  to  the

high  risk  of  cross-border  kinetic  events

sector risk.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Sharaa  administration  is  using  a  rapid-

fire  legislative  approach  to  dismantle  the

remnants  of  the  defunct  regime's  legal

framework,  focusing  on  economic

liberalization and judicial amnesty.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Decree 39 of 2026: A general amnesty

commuting life sentences and pardoning

desertion and political crimes, aimed at

national reconciliation Amnesty law.

Syrian  Holding  Company  Act:

Legislation  to  allow  for  the  partial

privatization of  the national  airline and

other  key  transport  hubs  privatization

law.

Idlib  Reinstatement  Act:

Administrative  order  authorizing  the

immediate return of 1,200 civil servants

to their previous posts employment law.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Minister  Bashir’s  Gas  Briefing: A

tense  press  conference  where  the

Energy  Minister  blamed  weather  and

logistics  for  the  gas  crisis,  promising

relief  by  the holy  month’s  start  energy

briefing.

Riyadh  Summit  Presser: An

announcement  of  the  $5  billion  Saudi

investment  package,  framing  it  as  the

"rebirth  of  the  Syrian  economy"  Saudi

briefing.

KEY STORIES

Suwayda  Prince  Moves  to  Damascus:

Prince Hassan al-Atrash formally ends his

support  for  southern  autonomy,  a  major

political victory for the central government

Suwayda shift.

Israeli Raids in Quneitra: Israeli  troops

cross  the  border,  set  up  temporary

checkpoints, and detain multiple civilians in

the Golan Quneitra raids.
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Black  Market  Gas  Crisis: Civilians  in

Damascus and its countryside report being

unable  to  find  cooking  gas,  with  prices

reaching 400,000 SYP gas crisis.

Amnesty  Decree  39: President  Sharaa

pardons thousands of prisoners, signaling a

desire  for  political  reconciliation  Amnesty

story.

Saudi  Investment  Deal: A  landmark  $5

billion deal between Saudi Arabia and Syria

focused  on  energy  and  reconstruction

Saudi deal.

Al-Hol  Transfer  to  Akhtarin: The  first

wave  of  Syrian  residents  from the  Al-Hol

camp arrive at a new rehabilitation center

in northern Aleppo Al-Hol transfer.

Syrian Holding for Aviation Launched:

The national airline transitions to a holding

company  model  to  attract  private

investment Aviation holding.

Idlib Civil Service Recovery: Over 1,200

dismissed  employees  are  rehired  by  the

state  as  a  part  of  the  "re-integration"

process Idlib recovery.

Hassakeh Medical Aid: Qatar funds a $10

million  overhaul  of  Hassakeh's  medical

infrastructure Hassakeh aid.

ISESCO  School  Grant: Azerbaijan  and

ISESCO  provide  funding  to  rebuild  100

schools across Syria school grant.

Damascus  Book  Fair  Success: Over

90,000 visitors attend the Damascus Book

Fair,  framed as a return of  culture to the

capital book fair.

Ramadan  Price  Hikes: Meat  and

vegetable  prices  skyrocket  ahead  of  the

holy month, straining civilian budgets price

crisis.

Electricity  Expansion  in  Idlib: New

80MW  power  line  from  Turkey  to  Idlib

completed,  providing  needed relief  to  the

northern province Idlib power.

Quneitra  Chemical  Contamination

Scare: Reports  of  Israeli  forces  spraying

"unknown  chemicals"  on  Syrian

agricultural  lands  in  the  Golan  chemical

scare.

Damascus  Securities  Exchange  Surge:

Market  reports  21  million  SYP  in  daily

trading volume, a record for the "Transition

Era" stock surge.

Daraa Ramadan Preparations: Residents

in the southern province prepare for their

second  Ramadan  since  the  end  of  the

previous regime's rule Daraa Ramadan.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SYRIANNEWS_20260218_043000


and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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