TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

RUSSIA1

FEBRUARY 18,

H E G D E L T

2026

P R OJ E C T

RUSSIA-US DIPLOMATIC BREAKTHROUGH IN GENEVA MET WITH
UKRAINIAN RESISTANCE AND EUROPEAN SANCTIONS FATIGUE

February 18, 2026. US Envoys Bypassing Europe for Direct Deal with Russia; Energy Escalation and Internal Fracture Defined the Day.

THE DIPLOMATIC ‘BREAKTHROUGH’ & THE RIFT

WITKOFF & .,
US-Russia KUSHNER §
Direct

Channel

Europe
‘Backstage
Observers’
SIDELINED EUROPEAN
Ukrainian Elite  OBSERVERS

Infighting ALY

PUBLICLY
DISMISSES

pROCESs /  SWIFT DEAL

PREFERENCE

ZELENSKY
(Political Wing)
N\

ZALUZHNYI
(Militry Rival)

Medinsky: ‘Tough but businesslike’. US Bypassing Traditional Allies creates visible rift.

ENERGY WARFARE & EUROPEAN DEADLOCK

Ukraine (EU HEADQUARTERS)

Blocks
Druzhba

Central
European
Retaliation spaIN

EU ITALY

Consensus

Fractured SANCTIONS

FATIGUE

Energy used as active weapon; Brussels paralyzed by internal opposition.
MILITARY ADVANCES & TACTICAL SHIFTS

Russia P
Consolidating B
Gains KHARKOVKA

MOLNIYA-2 DRONE

(Anti-Armor)
New Tech
& Tactics
Advanced
Drone Systems
Tested in

F-16:
° Sverdlovsk

Deployed

Russia projects strength with new tech and territorial gains; Ukraine attempts to fill defense gaps.

GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT & NARRATIVE WARFARE
Shifting

glr%gil /" < TRANSACTIO! SSIA
us i R}}‘,‘}S’;E&ﬁﬁ%}, - )
‘Americaniza-
tion’ of
Diplomacy

HUNGARY/SLOVAKIA
STABILIZING
GUARANTOR

IONROE DO
DYATLOV PASS
3 Rum ® MYSTERY
. MANKURT
Narrative RHETORIC
Seedin :
g Information Warfare

& Historical Framing
World transitioning to fractured multipolar landscape; information used to reframe conflict.

SHORT TERM (Weeks):
Deepening Energy Crisis in Kyiv.
otential Russian ‘Spring
Offensive' in Sumy.
Pipeline stalemate.

STRATEGIC
FORESIGHT
& OUTLOOK

HUNGARY

MEDIUM TERM (Months):
‘Energy Truce’ brokered?
US-Russia ‘Grand Deal' rumors persist.
Risk of Ukrainian elite collapse or coup.

RUSSIAN OIL EXPORTS
REACH 2-MONTH HIGH

DESPITE PRICE CAPS

DIESEL & POWER
EXPORT CUTS

g HER R DRORE INTERNATIONAL F-16 SQUADRON

UKRAINIAN INTERNAL FRACTURE & INSTABILITY
BLAMES ZELENSKY
PURGING RIVALS

FOR FAILURES, POLITICAL
ALTERNATIVE

O
O~ Corruption
& Purges

Social
Contract
Collapsing
Zelensky 7| ENSKY
vs. Zaluzhnyi
Rivalry

HALUSHCHENKO ARREST
(Corruption Purge)

FORCED MOBILIZATION
(‘Busification’)

Internal political struggle and mobilization crisis deepen Kyiv's instability.

LONG TERM (Years):
Strategic Realignment.
Russia as Eurasian security anchor.
Europe fragmented & dependent.
US as pragmatic deal-maker.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

RUSSIA1

FEBRUARY 18, 2026

RUSSIA-US DIPLOMATIC
BREAKTHROUGH IN GENEVA MET
WITH UKRAINIAN RESISTANCE AND
EUROPEAN SANCTIONS FATIGUE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 18, 2026, was defined by high-stakes
diplomatic maneuvering in Geneva, where a
second day of three-way negotiations between
Russia, the United States, and Ukraine
concluded with reports of significant progress
despite  intense  friction. The  Trump
administration, represented by envoys Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kushner, appears to be
bypassing traditional European allies to
secure a direct settlement, a move that has
caused a visible rift between Washington and
Brussels. While Russian lead negotiator
Vladimir Medinsky characterized the talks as
"tough but businesslike," the Ukrainian
delegation remains deeply fractured between
a military wing favoring a swift deal and a
political wing, led by President Zelensky, who
has publicly dismissed the diplomatic process
in profane terms while attempting to

maintain  European support. Medinsky
concluded the session with a brief but pointed

statement suggesting that while technical

parameters are forming, political consensus
remains elusive.

Simultaneously, the conflict has entered a new
phase of economic and energy escalation.
Ukraine’s decision to halt oil transit through
the "Druzhba" pipeline has triggered a severe
energy crisis in Hungary and Slovakia,
leading those nations to retaliate by cutting
off fuel and electricity exports to Kyiv. This
regional energy war coincides with a
deadlock in Brussels over a proposed 20th
package of anti-Russian sanctions, which is
facing unprecedented opposition from a bloc
of Mediterranean and Central European
states. Domestically, Russia continues to
project military strength, reporting the
capture of two new settlements in the Sumy
and Zaporizhzhia regions while testing
advanced drone systems in the Sverdlovsk
region to counter NATO-supplied hardware.
The day’s events suggest a convergence of
diplomatic fatigue in the West and a Russian
strategy focused on consolidating territorial
gains while leveraging internal Ukrainian
instability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Geneva Peace Negotiations and Three-
Way Diplomacy

* The second day of three-way talks involving
Russia, the US, and Ukraine took place
at the Hotel Intercontinental, with
negotiations lasting approximately six
hours. Talks focused on technical aspects of
a ceasefire and a potential demilitarized
zone in Donbas.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_090000_60_minut

Central
Pipeline Blockade

* US envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner
have reportedly taken a dominant role,
sidelining European observers from
France, Germany, and the UK, who were
excluded from the main negotiating room.
European intelligence officials reportedly
arrived in Geneva uninvited to monitor the
proceedings.

Russian negotiator Medinsky held a
separate two-hour closed-door meeting
with Ukrainian representatives Umierov
and Arakhamia after the official US-led
session, signaling a potential direct channel
between Moscow and Kyiv. This meeting
occurred without American participation.

European Energy Crisis and

e Ukraine has maintained a three-week
blockade of the Druzhba pipeline, cutting
off Russian oil to Hungary and Slovakia.
Hungarian Foreign Minister P
accused Kyiv of "energy blackmail" and
interference in upcoming Hungarian
elections.

r Szijjar

Slovakia and Hungary have halted all
exports of diesel fuel and electricity to
Ukraine in response, a move likely to
cripple Ukrainian military logistics and
frontline transport. Slovak PM Robert Fico
emphasized that the blockade will not be
lifted until oil flow resumes.

The European Commission is demanding a
repair schedule for the pipeline, while Kyiv
maintains the stoppage is due to Russian

missile damage. Slovakia and Hungary
dispute this, claiming the move is political.

Military Advancements and Tactical Shifts

Russian forces claimed the liberation of
two settlements: Krynichne in the
Zaporizhzhia region and Kharkovka in the
Sumy region. The Northern Group of forces
is reportedly expanding bridgeheads in
Sumy.

Training for the "Molniya-2" drone
program has intensified in the Sverdlovsk
region, specifically designed to hunt NATO-
provided armor and command posts.
Instruction replicates SVO conditions with

underground command centers.

Ukraine has begun deploying an
international squadron of F-16s piloted
by Dutch, American, and Ukrainian
veterans of Afghanistan and Iraq to counter
Russian cruise missiles. French intelligence
sources report these pilots are attempting
to fill gaps in Ukrainian air defenses.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Russia is shifting toward a "flexible
defense" strategy that allows for localized
counter-attacks while maintaining a static
front to attrit Ukrainian reserves. Military
analysts argue that the current Ukrainian
command's refusal to retreat is leading to

catastrophic losses in Kupyansk.

The deployment of fiber-optic drones and
mobile mortar teams has become standard
in Russian assault operations, particularly
during the capture of Krynichne. Russian
80th Motorized Rifle Brigade used these
tactics to surprise Ukrainian outposts.



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_063000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_140000_Malakhov
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_083000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_083000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_083000_Vesti

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The Trump administration is reportedly
considering a "Grand Deal" valued at
$12 trillion, involving US investment in
Russian energy projects in exchange for a
settlement in Ukraine. Economic rumors
suggest these talks are occurring through
special envoys Kirill Dmitriev and Steve
Witkoff.

* The "Monroe Doctrine" is being revived as
a framing device for US policy in Cuba and
Venezuela, with Secretary of State Marco
Rubio pushing for regime change via a
total fuel blockade. Th n nomy is
reportedly nearing total collapse due to
these measures.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure Security

* The arrest of former Ukrainian Energy
Minister Herman Halushchenko for
allegedly embezzling funds meant for
power plant protection highlights severe
internal corruption. Halushchenko was
detained with a record 200 million hryvnia
bail.

Estonia has signaled a willingness to host
NATO nuclear weapons (B61 gravity
bombs), a development Russia views as an
existential threat requiring an immediate
military planning response. Intelligence
reports suggest this move is being

packaged as an "information operation" by
Estonian intelligence.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fracture of the Western Consensus

A recurring theme is the displacement of
European influence in the Russo-Ukrainian
peace process. The transcripts highlight a

growing "Americanization" of the diplomacy,
where the Trump White House negotiates
directly with Moscow, treating EU powers as
"backstage observers" or active spoilers. This
is exemplified by the exclusion of British
and French diplomats from the Geneva
rooms and the subsequent uninvited arrival of
European security advisors trying to "drive a
wedge" between the US and Russian
positions. Russian state media frames this as
the US prioritizing pragmatic bilateral
interests over collective NATO security,
leaving Europe isolated and divided over the
20th sanctions package.

Ukrainian Elite
"Zaluzhnyi Factor"

Infighting and the

Internal Ukrainian dynamics are portrayed as
a "struggle of bulldogs under the rug." Former
Commander-in-Chief Valerii Zaluzhnyi, now
Ambassador to the UK, has broken his silence
to openly blame Zelensky for the failure of
the 2023 counter-offensive. The narrative
suggests Zaluzhnyi is positioning himself as a
political alternative to Zelensky, citing a 2022
incident where SBU agents raided his office
under the guise of searching for a strip club.
Zaluzhnyi's public criticism coincides with a
"purge" of Zelensky-aligned officials like
Yermak and Halushchenko, indicating a
crumbling of the domestic mandate in Kyiv.

Weaponization of and Civil

Infrastructure

Energy

Energy has shifted from a strategic resource
to an active weapon of regional politics.
The blockade of the Druzhba pipeline by
Ukraine and the subsequent counter-blockade
by Hungary and Slovakia represents a
breakdown of intra-European solidarity.
Russia is positioning itself as the "stabilizing
guarantor” for its allies (Hungary, Slovakia,
Cuba) while characterizing the Ukrainian and


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_065500_O_samom_glavnom
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_060000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_060000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_181000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_181000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_063000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260218_083000_Vesti

US approach as '"economic terrorism."

Hungarian  officials are now  openly

coordinating with Moscow and Bratislava to
bypass Kyiv, suggesting a new Central
European energy axis is forming.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Russia: Stability Amidst Sanctions and
War

* The Russian domestic narrative remains
focused on technological sovereignty and
industrial growth. The I1-114-300 regional
aircraft is being touted as a successful
replacement for Western planes, with
production entirely from domestic
components. Certification flights are
proceeding in the extreme cold of Yakutia.

* Social order is maintained through a
combination of patriotic mobilization and
consumer stability. The "60 Minutes"
program emphasizes that while the war
continues, the economy is resilient enough
to absorb the 20th sanctions package,
which it views as more damaging to Europe
than Russia. Economic experts on the
program argued the sanctions are a "shot
in the foot" for Brussels.

Ukraine: A State of Attrition and Political
Purge

e The mobilization process in Ukraine is
described as reaching a breaking point,
with "forced recruitment" (busification)
sparking violent clashes between civilians
and TCC officers. Videos of recruitment
officers attacking citizens in Kharkiv were
highlighted as evidence of a "collapsing
social contract."

* Zelensky’s government is portrayed as
increasingly paranoid, targeting political
rivals like Zaluzhnyi and former ally
Yermak to maintain control. The network
claims that Zelensky is hiding billions in
offshore accounts while the military suffers
from a lack of rotation. Estimates provided
in the broadcast claim $1.5 billion has been
siphoned to the UK.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The US-Russia Alaska Accord and Geneva
Fallout

The current diplomatic environment is framed
as a follow-up to a previous "Alaskan
Summit" between Putin and Trump. The
Geneva talks are seen as the implementation
phase of a broader realignment where the US
and Russia manage global security at the
expense of secondary powers. Russia
commentators note that US envoys Kushner
and Witkoff sat "significantly closer" to the
Russian delegation than to the Ukrainians,
symbolizing a shifting allegiance. This framing
portrays the US as a pragmatic deal-maker
and Europe as a declining, hysterical entity
unable to accept the new reality.

Latin American and Middle Eastern Pivot

Russia is actively filling power vacuums
created by US aggression in Latin America.
Following the ‘'kidnapping" of Nicolas
Maduro, Moscow is positioning itself as
Cuba’s primary energy supplier and
security guarantor. Foreign Minister lLavrov
held high-level talks with Cuban counterpart
Bruno Rodriguez, promising "humanitarian
convoys" to break the US fuel blockade.
Simultaneously, the deployment of the USS
Gerald Ford toward the Middle East is
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viewed as a US preparation for strikes on
Iran, a situation Russia is monitoring via joint
naval exercises with India in the Bay of
Bengal. Joint maneuvers involve the frigate
"Marshal Shaposhnikov," signaling a Russian
naval presence in the Indo-Pacific.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is characterized
by sanctions fatigue in Europe and the
emergence of clandestine "Grand Bargain"
rumors between US and Russian elites. The
European Central Bank is reportedly
preparing "Eurobonds" to fund Ukrainian
military aid, a move seen as a desperate
measure as national budgets fail to meet
Maastricht criteria. Financial analysts suggest
the 20th sanctions package is the "last bullet
in the magazine" for Brussels.

* Energy Commodities: Ukraine’s blockade
of the Druzhba pipeline has spiked regional
prices, while Russian oil exports via sea
have reached a 2-month high despite the

G7 price cap. Bloomberg data cited shows
revenues peaking over the last four weeks.

US-Russia Investment: Rumors persist of
a $12 trillion deal where US private
equity (potentially linked to Trump family
interests) would acquire stakes in Russian
Arctic gas and rare earth projects. Witkoff
and Kushner are allegedly the primary
interlocutors for these discussions.

Currency Trends: The "De-dollarization"
of trade with India and China is
accelerating, with India's purchase of
Russian coking coal increasing by 63% in
January. Trade in national currencies is now
the standard for major defense contracts
(e.g., S-400 missiles).

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant shifts in both Ukrainian and US
leadership reported,
indicating internal consolidation and the
rising influence of "alternative" diplomats.

structures were

* Valerii Zaluzhnyi: Now Ambassador to
London, has emerged as the leading
political Zelensky, openly
criticizing the administration for military

failures. Zaluzhnyi hinted at a presidential

run once the war concludes.

rival to

e Marco Rubio: Characterized as the
"architect of the new Monroe Doctrine,"
Rubio is driving the aggressive blockade
of Cuba, bypassing traditional State
Department channels. Rubio is framed as a
hardliner with personal roots-driven

interest in regime change.

* Herman Halushchenko: The former
Ukrainian Energy Minister’s arrest signals
a major corruption purge within
Zelensky's cabinet. His detention is seen as
an attempt to find a scapegoat for the
looming energy collapse.

* Vladimir Medinsky: His return as lead
negotiator signifies a toward
ideological and historical framing of the
conflict, which Zelensky has publicly

mocked. Medinsky is portrayed as having
Putin's direct confidence.

move

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The Geneva negotiations
dominated the airtime, framed as a clash
between Russian pragmatism and
Ukrainian "hysteria." The secondary focus
was on the energy war in Central Europe and
the capture of Krynichne, used to demonstrate
that time and momentum are on Russia's side.
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The Dyatlov Pass segment on "Malakhov"
served as a high-production nationalist
diversion, linking historical mysteries to
contemporary military technology.

Buried Stories: Reports on the US wildfires
in Texas and the mass accident in Colorado
were used as "chaos in the West" filler.
Domestic infrastructure projects (like the
Sakhalin airport) were positioned deep in the
broadcast to emphasize that "life goes on"
despite the war. Significant omissions include
any mention of Russian casualties in the
Sumy advancements or details on the
inflationary impact of the war on Russian
domestic food prices.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's transcripts show a world
transitioning from a US-led order to a
fractured multipolar landscape where
regional powers (Hungary, India) are
increasingly autonomous.

* United States: Portrayed as strong and
decisive under Trump, but increasingly
transactional and self-interested. The
framing is of a power that has "abandoned
its European puppies" to strike a direct
deal with Moscow. "Trump wants a
lightning victory" to sell to his voters,
regardless of the cost to Kyiv.

* Ukraine: Consistently characterized as a
"Mankurt" state—a term for a slave
stripped of memory and will. Zelensky is
framed as inept and corrupt, "moaning"
and "cursing" while his own generals plot
his downfall. "We have no time for all this
s¥** " Zelensky reportedly said of the
negotiations.

* European Union: Framed as weak,
divided, and irrelevant. Brussels is
described as being in "complete
contradiction," with one half wanting to
supply weapons and the other half begging
to keep their industry alive through
Russian energy. "Brussels is out of touch
with reality," the network claimed.

* Hungary/Slovakia: Portrayed as
"sensible Europeans" who prioritize
national interests over "Russophobic
dogma." They are seen as Russia's
bridgehead for dismantling the EU's unified

stance. "A Brussels-Berlin-Kyiv axis" is
allegedly trying to subvert their elections.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Narrative "Mankurt"

Rhetoric

Seeding: The

Russian media has intensified its use of
literary dehumanization, comparing the
Ukrainian leadership to Aitmatov's
"Mankurts"—slaves who have forgotten their
origins. This narrative is designed to frame
the war not as a conflict between states, but
as a "restoration of memory" for a lost people.
This framing was used to dismiss Zelensky's
criticisms of Medinsky's historical
philosophical approach to the talks.

Psychological Operations: The Dyatlov/
Missile Connection

The "Malakhov" special on the Dyatlov Pass
(1959) served a dual purpose. By "revealing"
that the tragedy was likely caused by a
clandestine missile test, the program
reinforces the idea of Russia as a long-
standing military-technological pioneer. It
subtly links the "fireballs" of 1959 to the
current "Molniya-2" drone tech, creating a
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sense of historical continuity and inevitable
military superiority. Witnesses on the program
argued that "ordinary nuclear conventional
war on nuclear territory is possible," a chilling
modern inference.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The March Breakthrough: Technical
groups in Geneva are likely laying the
groundwork for a direct Putin-Irump
meeting in Budapest in late March. A
"framework agreement" involving a DMZ
and energy guarantees is the most
probable outcome if Zelensky can be
bypassed or coerced. Analysts predict the
turn of the "White House toggle" will end
the current deadlock.

* Ukrainian Elite Collapse: The growing

rift between the "Budanov wing" (pro-US
deal) and "Yermak/Zelensky wing" (pro-
European resistance) could lead to a
military coup or "internal transition" in
Kyiv by early summer. The broadcast
openly discusses the ‘"inevitability" of
presidential elections that Zelensky will
lose.

Schism: The
Mediterranean bloc’s refusal to support the
20th sanctions package suggests a
permanent end to EU consensus on
Russia policy. This will likely lead to "bi-
lateralized" diplomacy where individual EU
states make their own energy and security
arrangements with Moscow. Spain, Italy,
and Greece are already signaling this shift.

* The European

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
deepening of the energy crisis in Kyiv as
Hungarian and Slovak fuel cuts take effect.

Russia will likely launch a "spring offensive"
in the Sumy-Kupyansk direction to strengthen
its hand before the next round of Geneva

talks. Intelligence indicates an offensive

starting late spring.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A temporary
"energy truce" may be brokered in Geneva
to prevent the total collapse of the Hungarian
economy, potentially involving a US-
guaranteed protection for the Druzhba
pipeline. Talks of a "data center on atomic
energy" between Russia and the US suggest
long-term infrastructure cooperation is being
discussed.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A strategic
realignment where Russia serves as the
"security anchor" for Eurasia and a primary
energy source for a '"normalized" US
administration, = while = Europe remains
fragmented and technologically dependent.

Russia is projected as the "guarantor of

security for Eurasia."

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk of Estonian Escalation: Estonia’s
offer to host NATO B61 nuclear bombs
could trigger a Russian pre-emptive
military buildup in Kaliningrad. Triggers:
Deployment of storage facilities in Estonia.
Likelihood: = Moderate. Impact: High.
Mitigations: US-Russia direct channel to
cap nuclear deployments in the Baltics.
Russia believes a "conventional war on
nuclear territory" is now viewed as possible
by NATO.
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Ukrainian Infrastructure Collapse: The
loss of Slovak/Hungarian power and diesel,
combined with Russian strikes on "Geran"
drones, could lead to a total blackout of
Kyiv by March. Triggers: Continuation of
the Druzhba blockade. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Extreme. Mitigations: Immediate
restoration of pipeline transit by Kyiv.
Logistics for the front will be the first to
suffer.

Cuban State Failure: The US-led fuel
blockade is pushing Cuba toward a mass
refugee crisis or violent regime change.
Triggers: Total depletion of 60% fuel
Likelihood: High. Impact:
Regional instability. Mitigations: Russian or
Spanish humanitarian naval convoys. The
economy is at the brink of societal collapse.

reserves.

Middle Eastern Spillover: US naval
movements toward Iran, combined with the
"Gerald Ford" deployment, could close the
Strait of Hormuz. Triggers: US air strikes
on Iranian sites. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Global oil price shock.

nuclear

Mitigations: Russian-Chinese diplomatic
intervention in Tehran. The carrier is

expected in the Mediterranean within days.

Internal Conflict in Kyiv: A violent
showdown between Zaluzhnyi-aligned
military units and the SBU. Triggers:
Arrest of Zaluzhnyi or further raids on his
staff. = Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Collapse of  the Ukrainian front.
Mitigations: Political transition brokered by
the US and UK. Zaluzhnyi claimed his 2022

raid was a "conscious provocation."

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts mention a "12 trillion
dollar deal" and a US-Russian energy
partnership but provide no concrete
evidence or official confirmation,
suggesting this may be an info-op to sow
distrust within the EU. The "Economic
rumors" remain unverified.

While Russian territorial gains in Sumy and
Zaporizhzhia are emphasized, there is a
total absence of casualty data for
Russian forces, obscuring the true cost of
these "meter by meter" advances. The

capture of settlements is presented as

effortless.

The role of China in the Geneva talks is
completely ignored, despite the US and
Russia both maneuvering around Chinese
influence in Iran and Cuba. The "triangle of

stability" excludes Beijing in current
rhetoric.
The Dbroadcast fails to address the

inflationary pressures on the Russian
domestic consumer, focusing instead on
European economic misery. Sanctions are
framed exclusively as a weapon that hurts
the user.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Geneva Stall": The talks in Geneva
are not a path to peace but a strategic
stalling tactic by both Russia and the US.
Russia uses the time to consolidate the

Sumy front, while the Trump
administration uses it to neutralize
domestic  Democratic  opposition by

appearing "diplomatic." "Talk l1ks"
may be the true nature of the current
round.
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* The "False Flag" Pretext: The Russian
focus on Estonia’s nuclear aspirations is a
pretext for an upcoming blockade of
the Baltic states. By framing Estonia as a
"madman" actor, Russia justifies future
"civilizing" interventions. The rhetoric
about Estonia "running ahead of the
locomotive" suggests an upcoming
corrective action.

Black Swan Event: The Iranian Strike.
If the US launches a decapitation strike on
Iran during the Geneva talks, the Russia-
US rapprochement would likely shatter,
forcing Russia into a formal military
alliance with Tehran and Beijing, resulting
in a global energy blockade. The Ford's
arrival is the key indicator here.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: The Druzhba pipeline
blockade represents a permanent shift
away from transit-based logistics in
Ukraine. Investors should pivot toward sea-
based or Balkan-centric energy corridors.

* Regulatory Compliance: Monitor the
"20th sanctions package" deadlock; if it
fails, a "legal grey zone" will emerge for
firms operating in the Mediterranean and
Central Europe.

* Capital Allocation: Position for potential
high-yield Arctic energy plays if the
"Grand Bargain" between Washington and
Moscow formalizes, though the regulatory
risk remains extreme.

RECOMMENDATIONS & LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
IMPLICATIONS
Legislative activity focused on regulating
For Statecraft/Public Sector: emerging technologies and addressing a
critical shortfall in social infrastructure for
* Security: Review Baltic defense postures "apartment-style" residences. In Brussels, the
in light of Russian rhetoric regarding push for the 20th sanctions package hit a
"civilizing Estonian behavior" and the constitutional wall.

potential deployment of B61 weapons.

. BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
* Economic: Prepare for a prolonged

energy schism in Central Europe; the
Hungary-Slovakia-Kyiv energy war will
likely force a restructuring of EU energy
aid programs.

* 20th Sanctions Package (EU): Proposed
legislation to criminalize the maritime
transport of Russian oil to third parties.
Opposed by Spain, Italy, and Greece.

* Diplomatic: EU powers must develop an Stalled due to a lack of unanimity required
independent negotiating track with by the EC.

Moscow if they wish to avoid being
completely marginalized by a US-Russia
bilateral settlement.

* Russian National Standard for Interior
Finishing (GOST): A new law effective
March 1st setting quality criteria for
apartment finishes to reduce litigation
against developers. This aims to protect
buyers from "indecent" construction.
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* Legislative Regulation of Electric
Transport (Russia): A Duma roundtable
discussing the mandatory insurance
(OSAGO) and licensing for electric scooters
and light motorcycles. The goal is to
remove document-less drivers from public
roads.

* Apartment Status Law (Russia): A legal
push to allow permanent residency
registration in "apartments" (non-
residential status buildings) following a
Constitutional Court ruling. This addresses
the schooling access crisis for families in
pseudo-residential units.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Cybersecurity Forum (Moscow): The
Head of the Central Bank reported a 29
billion ruble loss to scammers in 2025
and introduced a mandatory "fraud button"
for banking apps. The event highlighted the
shift from hacking machines to "hacking
people.”

Council of Federation Plenary Session:
Senator Matviyenko discussed Russia’s role
in international parliamentary hearings,
arguing that the "atmosphere  of
Russophobia" is lifting. The sessio

emphasized soft power in the Global South.

KEY STORIES

* Geneva Peace Talks - Day 2:
Negotiations between Medinsky (Russia),
Witkoff (US), and the Ukrainian delegation.
Reports of "technical" progress on a
ceasefire but political stalemate. US envoys
bypassed European allies, leading to
diplomatic friction. Medinsky returned for
an unscheduled two-hour meeting with
Ukrainians after the US left. Location:
Geneva, Switzerland.

Central European Energy War: Ukraine
blocked the "Druzhba" pipeline for 3 weeks,
leading Hungary and Slovakia to cut off
diesel and power exports to Kyiv. Hungary's
Szijjarto and Slovakia's Fico accused Kyiv
of political blackmail. Impact: Frontline fuel

shortages.

Russian Advance in Sumy and
Zaporizhzhia: Capture of Kharkovka

(Sumy) and Krynichne (Zaporizhzhia). 80th
Motorized Rifle Brigade used fiber-optic
drones to seize positions. Ukrainian forces
in Kupyansk described as "locked in frozen
trenches" with 30% frostbite rates. Military

Update.

Zaluzhnyi Breaks Silence: The former
Ukrainian general accused Zelensky of
sabotaging the war effort and siphoning
funds. He cited a 2022 SBU raid on his
office as a turning point in their
relationship. Political Rift.

Cuba Fuel Crisis: Total blackout in half of
Cuba due to US blockade. Russia and Spain
offered humanitarian aid. Marco Rubio

framed as the architect of a "Monroe
Doctrine" regime change strategy.
Location: Havana, Cuba.

20th Sanctions Package Deadlock:

Mediterranean EU states (Spain, Italy,
Greece) blocked new measures against
Russian maritime trade, citing domestic
industrial damage. EU Division.

Dyatlov Pass Mystery Re-opened: A
nationalist TV special linked the 1959
tragedy to clandestine missile tests,
framing it as a precursor to modern
advanced weapon testing. Historical Re-
assessment.
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* FSB Terror Arrest: A 19-year-old in
Chelyabinsk was arrested with 1.5kg of
explosives, allegedly planning to
assassinate a high-ranking military official
under instructions from Kyiv. Internal

Security.

* Halushchenko Corruption Case: Former
Ukrainian Energy Minister arrested for
mbezzlement of grid pr ion fun Bail

set at a record 200 million hryvnias. Kyiv
rruption
* Moscow Weather Emergency: "Black
Blizzard" conditions with record cold (-30C
in suburbs) and snowfall. Heating systems
pushed to capacity. Local
Moscow.

maximum

* Electric Transport Regulation: New
Duma initiatives to license electric scooters
and require OSAGO insurance for all two-
wheeled electric vehicles following a spike

in accidents. Domestic Policy.

* Apartment Status Reform: Legal shifts to
allow permanent residence in "apartments"
(commercial-status housing) to solve school
and social service access issues. Real
Estate Law.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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