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DUAL DIPLOMATIC TRACKS IN

GENEVA AMID ESCALATING

ENERGY STANDOFFS AND MILITARY

BRINKMANSHIP

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  18,  2026,  was  defined  by  parallel

high-stakes  diplomatic  tracks  in  Geneva,

Switzerland,  addressing  the  conflicts  in

Ukraine  and  the  Iranian  nuclear  program.

While  Russian  and  Ukrainian  negotiators

concluded  trilateral  talks involving  US

representatives,  the  discussions  were

described  as  "difficult  but  business-like"

without  a  definitive  breakthrough.

Simultaneously, the US and Iran wrapped up a

second  round  of  indirect  talks  regarding  a

new nuclear deal, even as the United States

military  continued  a  massive  buildup  in  the

Persian Gulf, featuring the deployment of the

USS  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  USS  Gerald

Ford.  The  convergence  of  these  events

suggests  a  strategy  by  the  Trump

administration  to  combine  aggressive

"unilateral  military  leverage"  with  a

willingness to negotiate "deals" that favor US

strategic  primacy,  often  at  the  expense  of

traditional European allies.

The  conflict  in  Ukraine  has  entered  a  new

phase of energy warfare, with Hungary and

Slovakia suspending diesel  supplies  to  Kiev

in  response  to  a  blockade  of  Russian  oil

transit. This internal EU friction highlights a

growing rift between Central European states

and Brussels' policy on Russia. Furthermore,

internal  instability  in  Ukraine  is  being

highlighted  by  public  criticism  of  President

Zelensky  from  his  own  former  military

commander and  ambassador  to  the  UK,

Valery Zaluzhnyi, and the flight of top officials

amid corruption investigations. This suggests

a weakening of  the "international  solidarity"

that has defined the Ukrainian position for the

past  four  years,  shifting  toward  a

transactional  environment  where  neighbors

exercise significant energy leverage.

In  the  Global  South,  Russia  continues  to

project  influence  by  positioning  itself  as  an

alternative to "Western neocolonialism." This

is  evidenced  by  the  Burkina  Faso-Russia

partnership  involving  nuclear  energy

development  and  military  training,  and  the

hosting  of  the  Cuban  foreign  minister  in

Moscow to counteract a US fuel blockade. The

Munich  Security  Conference  served  as  a

backdrop  for  these  shifts,  with  network

analysts  framing  Western  leadership  as

"detached  from  reality"  and  attempting  to

reclaim  a  "unipolar  moment"  through

neocolonial  rhetoric that  alienated

representatives  from  the  Global  South,

including India, China, and Iran.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Geneva  Trilateral  and  Indirect

Negotiations

Russian,  Ukrainian,  and  US  teams

concluded  six-hour  sessions focused  on

territorial matters and "mutual restraint."

US Special Envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared

Kushner  represented  the  American  side,

emphasizing  progress  while  maintaining

high secrecy.

Iranian  and  US  delegates  reached  a

framework  on  guiding  principles for  a

potential  nuclear  deal,  though  permanent

status remains distant.

Central European Energy Standoff

Hungary  and  Slovakia  suspended  diesel

fuel to Ukraine to force the restoration of

crude  oil  flow through  the  Druzhba

pipeline.

Slovakia threatened to cut off emergency

electricity supplies  used  to  stabilize  the

Ukrainian grid during outages.

Budapest  requested  Croatia  replace

Ukraine as its primary transit supplier to

bypass Kiev's infrastructure.

Persian Gulf Military Buildup

The  US  dispatched  two  aircraft  carrier

strike  groups,  prompting  Iranian  navy

drills in the Strait of Hormuz.

Reports  indicated  a  potential  "super

radar"  synthesis between  Russian  and

Chinese  systems  being  integrated  with

Iranian defenses.

The  US  has  1,500  personnel in  Israel

manning  THAAD  anti-missile  batteries  as

part of the regional defense posture.

African Strategic Realignment

Burkina Faso's  Foreign Minister  met  with

Russian  officials  in  Moscow  to  formalize

cooperation in civil nuclear energy.

Russia opened an embassy in Burkina Faso,

and  Russian  military  instructors are

credited  with  stabilizing  territory  in  the

Sahel region.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Integration  of  S300/S400  systems with

Chinese  radar  to  counter  US  hypersonic

threats.

US  operations  "Midnight  Hammer"

mentioned  as  a  precedent  for  strikes  on

nuclear facilities.

Ukrainian  "forced  mobilization"  reports

suggest significant manpower shortages

and low morale in trenches.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The  "exclusion  of  Europe"  from  Geneva

talks is framed as a deliberate US policy

to sideline EU sabotage of peace efforts.

Rubio's  Munich  speech  characterized  as

"clownish  performance" and  a  sign  of

Western "civilizational decay."

Energy & Critical Minerals

Strategic importance of Diego Garcia and

the Arctic Ocean as the new "jewels" for US

resource acquisition.

Iran's ability to close the Strait of Hormuz

puts 36% of the world's oil at immediate

risk.
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Global Health & Biosecurity

Resurgence  of  allegations  regarding  US

biological  laboratories in  Ukraine,

Georgia, and Indonesia, focusing on "illegal

research" on local populations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Interdependence

Energy  transit  is  no  longer  a  commercial

agreement but a tool of blackmail utilized

by  both  Ukraine  and  its  neighbors.  The

refusal  of  Hungary  to  "bankroll  a  war"

while facing an "empty gas tank" suggests

that  economic  survival  is  beginning  to

outweigh ideological alignment with Kiev.

US  control  over  Diego  Garcia and  the

Chagos  Islands  is  framed as  essential  for

"defending the UK from Iran," signaling a

trend  toward  using  military  leases  to

maintain  global  primacy  even  in

decolonized regions.

Multipolarity vs. Managed Decline

The  network  consistently  frames  Western

institutions (NATO, EU) as being in a state

of  "managed  decline" while  the  Global

South  (BRICS+,  Sahel  Alliance)  is  rising.

This  is  projected  through  the  lens  of

Turkey's  multidimensional  foreign

policy,  maintaining  ties  with  both  NATO

and Russia.

The Arctic is emerging as a critical theater

where  the  US  seeks  to  enlarge  its

territory to exploit rare earth minerals and

hydrocarbons,  viewing  Russia  as  a

necessary  partner  or  competitor  for

containment of China.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine: Institutional Decay

The  broadcast  repeatedly  questions  the

legitimacy  of  President  Zelensky,

claiming his term expired in May 2024 and

he is avoiding elections to stay in power.

General  Valery  Zaluzhnyi  is  described  as

"dishing to Western news wires" about

Zelensky's failures, while the former energy

minister  is  arrested,  suggesting  a

fragmented elite class preparing for a post-

Zelensky transition.

United States: Populist Pressure

A  significant  portion  of  the  broadcast

analyzes  a  shift  in  public  sentiment

against  Israel  and  neo-conservative  war

policies.  Polls  are  cited  showing  70%  of

Americans do not want to attack Iran.

The  MAGA  movement  is  framed  as

rejecting  Netanyahu's  influence,

creating a constraint on the White House's

ability  to  initiate  a  kinetic  conflict  in  the

Middle East.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  Outside  World  as  a  "Theater  of

Conflict"

The  international  system  is  framed  as  a

"theater" where  the  US  acts  as  an

aggressive "initiate" of conflict rather than

a broker. The broadcast portrays the US as

having provoked the Ukraine conflict to

weaken  Russia  and  maintain  dominance

over Europe.
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Russia,  by  contrast,  is  framed  as  a

"brotherly country" to Cuba and a stable

partner  for  African  nations,  providing  a

"warm  friendship"  and  military  stability

against  Western-sponsored  "color

revolutions."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  outlook  is  dominated  by  the

potential for catastrophic supply chain failure

in the global energy market. Iran's ability to

scuttle ships and mine the Strait  of Hormuz

could  cause  oil  prices  to  reach  $200  per

barrel,  hitting the US and EU markets with

massive inflation and recessionary pressure.

Key Economic Vectors:

Energy Prices: Potential $200/barrel oil if

Strait of Hormuz is closed.

Healthcare  Reform: Trump proposal  for

Most  Favored  Nation  (MFN)  drug

pricing, tying US pharmaceutical costs to

the lowest prices paid overseas.

Infrastructure Investment: US proposal

for  a  $1 trillion upgrade of  the nuclear

arsenal.

Emerging Tigers: Pakistan and Africa are

identified  as  future  "economic  tigers"

based on untapped critical mineral wealth.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant personnel movements indicate the

consolidation  of  power  in  some regions  and

the fracturing of authority in others.

Valery Zaluzhnyi (Zellusion): Positioned

as a vocal critic of Zelensky from his post

in  the  UK,  signaling  potential  future

leadership aspirations.

Sara  Duterte: Announced  candidacy  for

the  2028 Philippine  presidency,  openly

accusing  the  current  administration  of

corruption.

Jared Kushner / Steve Witkoff: Emerged

as  the  primary  negotiators for  US

interests  in  both  the  Ukraine  and  Iran

tracks,  bypassing  traditional  State

Department channels.

Karomoco  Jean  Marie  Traori: The

Foreign Minister of Burkina Faso solidified

a  "new  impetus" for  relations  with

Moscow.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network's  lead stories  were the Geneva

negotiations  and  the  energy  standoff  in

Europe.  A  significant  portion of  airtime was

dedicated  to  undermining  Western

institutional  credibility,  particularly  via  the

Munich  Security  Conference.  Stories

regarding  US  biological  research  and

"genocide  in  daylight"  in  Gaza  were

consistently pushed to maintain a narrative of

Western  hypocrisy.  Conspicuous  omissions

include detailed updates on Russian military

casualties or any analysis of Russian internal

dissent, which were entirely absent from the

day's programming.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's analysis follows a consistent pattern

of  elevating  multipolar  leaders  while

delegitimizing Western "liberal elites."
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COUNTRIES 

Russia: Framed as a stable, "jewel" for US

partnership, but one that will be a "cheap

date" and  is  earnsestly  tough  in

negotiations.

Ukraine: Portrayed  as  a  "corrupt  post-

Soviet  state" and an "EU favorite foster

kid" that  is  currently  "on  fire"  due  to

internal dysfunction.

Israel: Characterized as a "small country"

dictating  terms  to  a  superpower (the

US) while committing genocide and seizing

media platforms like TikTok.

Burkina Faso: Framed as a "proud nation"

reclaiming  sovereignty  from  France

through Russian assistance.

LEADERS 

Vladimir  Zelensky: Frequently  called  an

"illegitimate president" and a "puppet of

foreign  interests"  who  performs  for  the

cameras.

Marco  Rubio: Portrayed  as  a  "Spanish

conquistador" attempting  to  re-colonize

the world,  a  framing intended to  alienate

India and other former colonies.

Donald  Trump: Framed  as  a  "chest

dumper"  who  is  "desperate  to  make  a

deal" but  is  constrained  by  the  "Israeli

lobby."

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

Bill  Gates: Tied  to  Jeffrey  Epstein and

accused of using his foundation to "model

global  pandemics"  and  control  private

farmland.

The CIA: Framed as the actual ruler of

Europe, running the European Commission

and youth movements as "stugers."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  broadcast

repeatedly  uses  the  term  "rules-based

order" as  a  pejorative,  suggesting it  is  a

"dirty  word"  used  to  justify  American

dominance.

Censorship  Allegations: The  network

claims that  Israel  is  buying media outlets

like  TikTok,  CBS,  and  CNN  to  "make  it

impossible to criticize Israel."

Ground  Truth  vs.  Spin: While  the  US

claims to defend freedom of expression, the

broadcast highlights the "Sanchez effect"—

being  fired  for  criticising  Israeli

influence—as the reality of Western media.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The Geneva talks are likely a stalling tactic

while  military  industrial  complexes in

the West attempt to restock obsolete Cold

War munitions.

A kinetic clash between the US and Iran is

unlikely  before  the  US  mid-terms  due  to

domestic populist pressure, but a "Black

Swan" event in the Strait of Hormuz could

bypass political constraints.

Ukraine  will  likely  face  a  complete  grid

failure if  Slovakia  follows  through  on

electrical supply cuts, potentially forcing a

sudden collapse in frontline resistance.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Increased energy

prices  in  the  EU as  tankers  from Croatia

chug across the sea to replace pipeline crude.

Potential  arrests  of  additional  Ukrainian

cabinet  members  as  corruption  testimony

expands.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Formalization

of the "future compromise" in Geneva, likely

involving  territorial  concessions  by  Ukraine.

US budget battle over the $1.5 trillion defense

spending increase.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The formation of a

"Russia-China-Iran  pact" that  effectively

closes  the  Caucasus  and  Central  Asia  to

Western influence. Structural shift in the US

healthcare  market  as  generic  drug  reform

targets pharmaceutical profit margins.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  primary  risk  to  global  stability  is  the

convergence  of  military  buildup  and  energy

insecurity  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  Central

Europe.

Global  Energy  Collapse: Closure  of  the

Strait of Hormuz. Triggers: A "false flag" or

accidental  clash between US carriers  and

Iranian gunboats. Likelihood: High. Impact:

Global  depression,  $200+ oil.  Mitigations:

Immediate  de-escalation  of  carrier

groups and successful Geneva nuclear deal

settlement.

Ukrainian State Fracture: Collapse of the

Zelensky administration.  Triggers:  Cutting

of EU aid or a successful "death regiment"

withdrawal  from  the  front.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Uncontrolled  Russian

advance,  regional  refugee  crisis.

Mitigations:  Security  guarantees that

precede territorial swaps.

Hypersonic  Missile  Proliferation:

Iranian/Russian use of Mach 13 missiles.

Triggers:  US  strike  on  Iranian  nuclear

facilities  (Operation  Midnight  Hammer

2.0). Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Sinking

of  US  aircraft  carriers,  massive  US

casualties.  Mitigations:  Diplomacy  as  the

"first option" for the White House.

Regional War in the Sahel: War between

Burkina  Faso/Mali  and  France.  Triggers:

French attempt to "destabilize" the region

to  reclaim  gas  influence.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Prolonged  asymmetric

war,  Russian  military  entrenchment.

Mitigations:  Intergovernmental

commissions for regional security.

US  Domestic  Civil  Unrest: Backlash

against  healthcare  drug  pricing  or  Israeli

lobbying.  Triggers:  Passage  of  the  MFN

pricing  act  or  mid-term  election

interference.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Political  paralysis,  mass  protests.

Mitigations:  Accelerated  generic  drug

approvals to lower premiums.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcast  fails  to  provide  any

verifiable details of the Geneva trilateral

talks,  relying  entirely  on  "anonymous

sources" within the delegations.
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Claims about the CIA controlling the EU

are presented as "public record" based on

"declassified  documents"  but  lack  specific

citations or recent evidence.

The  33%  failure  rate  of  Tomahawk

missiles is based on "hacker" data that has

not been independently verified by military

analysts.

There is  no mention of  Russian internal

economic  pressure or  the  impact  of

current  sanctions  on  its  own  military-

industrial complex.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The Diplomatic Feint: The Geneva talks

are not a pursuit of peace but a military

stalling  tactic.  Russia's  "pragmatic"

stance  may  be  covering  for  a  massive

spring offensive intended to seize Bakrovka

and Minkovka before a deal can be signed.

US Unilateralism as Abandonment: The

Trump  administration's  "America  First"

strategy  is  effectively  a  surrender  of

Europe to  Russian  influence  in  exchange

for  access  to  Arctic  resources,  a  "grand

bargain"  that  trades  NATO  security  for

critical mineral dominance.

Black  Swan  -  The  "Pickle  Grandma"

Effect: While the network mocks the idea

of  civilians downing drones,  a  low-tech

asymmetric  resistance  in  occupied

territories  could  make  any  Russian

territorial gains ungovernable, leading to a

long-term  "Vietnam-style"  drain  on  the

Kremlin.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Urgent  requirement  to  develop

anti-hypersonic defenses that do not rely

on "bright" radar systems which are easily

targeted.

Economic: Diversify energy transit routes

to avoid "middle finger" environmental

catastrophes caused  by  ship-based  oil

transport replacing pipelines.

Diplomatic: Re-engage with Global South

nations using  development-focused

language  rather  than  colonial-era

aspiration.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: Hedge  against

catastrophic oil price spikes by securing

contracts outside the Persian Gulf theater.

Regulatory  Compliance: Prepare  for

structural changes in the pharmaceutical

market as  "most  favored  nation"  pricing

models gain bipartisan support.

Capital  Allocation: Invest  in  sovereign

AI  technology in  India  and  other  non-

aligned states to avoid "control" by Western

tech supremoes.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative focus centered on the intersection

of  national  security  spending  and  domestic

social  programs,  with  a  heavy  emphasis  on

drug  pricing  reform  and  nuclear

modernization.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Most  Favored  Nation  (MFN)  Pricing

Act: Proposed to tie US prescription drug

costs to  international  prices  to  stop

"subsidizing the world."

Hatch-Waxman  Reform: Targeted  at

removing structural barriers to generic

drug  market  entry  to  lower  insurance

premiums.

Nuclear  Arsenal  Upgrade  Proposal: A

$1 trillion plan to modernize US deterrent

capabilities against Russia and China.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Geneva  Trilateral  Press  Briefing:

Vladimir  Medinski  and  Rustam  Umerov

provided  vague but  intense summaries

of peace talks.

Munich Security Conference Speeches:

Marco Rubio and Kaya Kallas engaged in a

rhetorical  standoff regarding  the  future

of Western civilization.

UN  Disarmament  Conference: Iranian

officials  slammed the US for  unilaterally

withdrawing from the JCPOA.

KEY STORIES

Geneva Peace Talks Conclude: Two days

of  trilateral  negotiations  between  Russia,

Ukraine, and the US wrap up with limited

stated progress on territorial issues.

European  Energy  Blackmail: Hungary

and  Slovakia  suspend  diesel  to  Ukraine,

accusing  Kiev  of  blocking  Russian  oil

transit through the Druzhba pipeline.

Persian  Gulf  Buildup: US  aircraft

carriers deploy to the Middle East as Iran

launches  naval  drills and  warns  of

sinking US ships.

Munich  "Neocolonial"  Rhetoric: Marco

Rubio's speech at the security conference is

framed  as  a  call  for  recolonization,

alienating Asian and African partners.

Sahel-Russia Nuclear Deal: Burkina Faso

and Russia agree on civil nuclear energy

modules and  military  instructor

cooperation.

Zelensky  Internal  Fractures: Former

commander Zaluzhnyi criticizes the "failed

counter-offensive" while  top  energy

officials flee corruption probes.

Drug  Pricing  Reform: Trump

administration  pushes  for  "most  favored

nation" status for US drug buyers to lower

domestic costs.

Israeli  West  Bank  Condemnation: 80

UN  states  condemn  Netanyahu's

government for  designating  Palestinian

land as state property.

TikTok/Media  Acquisition: Claims  that

Israeli-linked  billionaires  are  buying

TikTok and CNN to silence criticism of the

Gaza conflict.

Biolab Allegations Resume: New reports

of  illegal US experiments on citizens in

Georgia  and  Ukraine  involving  sand  flies

and viruses.

Sara  Duterte's  Presidential  Run: The

Philippine  Vice  President  announces  a

2028  bid while  fighting  "politically

motivated" impeachment.

Cuba  Fuel  Blockade: Russia  hosts

Havana's  foreign  minister  to  offer

assurances  of  close  ties against  US

economic pressure.

Syrian Christian Plight: Greek Orthodox

priests  raise  the  alarm  about  violence

against minorities under Al-Qaeda linked

groups.
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Chinese  Nuclear  Test  Claims: The

Pentagon  says  China  "may  have"

conducted  a  small-scale  nuclear  test  in

2020 using decoupling methods.

Indian  AI  Sovereignty: Prime  Minister

Modi  inaugurates  an AI Impact Summit

focused  on  building  indigenous  voice

models in 16 languages.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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