TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

NTV

FEBRUARY 18, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL SHIFT: Diplomatic Maneuvers, Russian Advances,
and the EU’s Marginalization (February 18, 2026 Report)

A narrative of direct Great Power engagement, technological warfare, domestic adaptation, and strategic realignment.

THE GENEVA TRIANGLE: Great Powers & The Excluded

EU & UK DIPLOMATS
(MARGINALIZED)

Intercontinental |
Hotel Geneva

RUSSIA
(V. Medmsky)

Major Developmenl High-stakes trilateral talks bypass multilateral institutions, highlighting a shift to
- direct Great Power engagemem and the percelved failure of the European collective as a security player |

BATTLEFIELD DYNAMICS & TECH WARFARE: Gains, Outages, and New Tactics }—\

SUMY REGION ZAPORIZHZHIA REGION S /
Krinichno & N ~
Kharkovka Primorskoye ,“‘\
(Captured) I N

STARLINK OUTAGE
(2 Weeks)

-"‘”/ (e
///\ UKRAINIAN COMMAND  RUSSIAN COMMS

DISRUPTED UNAFFECTED

Technological y vs. Western Dependence: Reported
Russian Tactical Successes: Ministry of Defense confirms Starlink failure presented as proof of Western tech unreliability
territorial gains using evolving military tactics. and Russian resilience in electronic warfare. )

EXTERNAL STRATEGY

é /’ = L
- PROTON-M & JAMA JAM 1
= SATELLITE LAUNCH
JU}E o PECENTHA%Z?TIUN ECONOMIC POLARIZATION: i W
egional Cassation Reform
for Accessibility Gig Economy (Couriers) vs. IT ~ f“
. Wage Stagnation 2>,
RUSSIA-IRAN AXIS:
NOSTALGIA NARRATIVE: Trade (5 Billion), Space Tech,

“Zastoy" Stability as Non-Western Alignment
Managed Social Tension 1

“Maougli” Children Phenomenon
& Poverty

HYPOTHESES & SCENARIOS STRATEGIC FORESIGHT MAJOR RISKS

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): A &
GENEVA SPLIT: : Russian Encirclement in @ =

Potential Partition kil
Plan & Increased GENEVA STALL: Sy, Ui Jrdls TOXIC PRODUCTS:  JUDICIAL OVER!

Military Pressure Negotiation as a Delay Counterfeit Antifreeze,  Denial of Justi

Tactic for Spring MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months): Health Hazards Reform Fails
Offensive/Budget Judicial Reform Impact,
Crisis Labor Market Intervention }

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
DNR Integration into _ NOMOPHOBIA:  ENERGY GRID COLLAPSE:
Industrial Supply Chain Psychological Instability  Eastern Europe &

& Brain Changes NATO Rift

IMPLICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS: The international system is viewed as fracturing. Statecraft must prepare for asymmetric tech failures
and pivot to direct bilateral diplomacy. Investors face high regulatory risk in import substitution and must monitor dual-use tech and labor market
distortions. Europe’s strategic relevance is in question, necessitating new approaches to energy security and global alliances.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

NTV

FEBRUARY 18, 2026

DIPLOMATIC MANEUVERS IN
GENEVA OCCUR AMIDST RUSSIAN
TACTICAL ADVANCEMENTS IN
SUMY AND ZAPORIZHZHIA AND
THE STRATEGIC MARGINALIZATION
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The diplomatic landscape on February 18,
2026, was dominated by high-stakes trilateral
negotiations in Geneva involving the Russian
Federation, the United States, and Ukraine.
While American envoy Steven Vitkov
reported significant progress in the talks, the
Russian delegation remained
characteristically cautious, emphasizing that
the sessions were difficult but businesslike.
A major narrative arc of the day was the
visible exclusion of the European Union and
the United Kingdom from these central
negotiations, with  European diplomats
reportedly relegated to monitoring from hotel
lobbies, a situation framed by the broadcast
as a profound geopolitical humiliation for
Brussels.

Simultaneously, the Russian Ministry of
Defense reported a series of tactical
successes in the ongoing "Special Military

Operation" (SVO), claiming the capture of
settlements including Kharkovka in the Sumy
region and Krinichno and Primorskoye in
Zaporizhzhia. This military momentum was
punctuated by reports of a two-week Starlink
outage in the conflict zone. Russian sources
asserted that the disconnection of Elon
Musk’s satellite system failed to impede
Russian  operations  while  significantly
disrupting Ukrainian command and drone
capabilities, illustrating a perceived failure of
Western "asymmetric" technological warfare.

Domestically, the broadcast balanced these
global power plays with intensive coverage of
social stability and legal reform. Significant
airtime was dedicated to the decentralization
of the Russian judicial system, aiming to
make cassation courts more accessible to
regional citizens. Social narratives focused on
the "Maougli" children phenomenon and
Nomophobia, serving as a distraction from
macroeconomic pressures such as the
stagnation of IT sector wages compared to the
soaring earnings of the gig economy. The day
closed with a focus on strategic scientific and
space cooperation with Iran, further
solidifying the narrative of a shift toward a
multipolar, non-Western alignment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Trilateral Geneva Negotiations: High-
level talks between Moscow, Washington,
and Kiev took place behind closed doors at
the Intercontinental Hotel. While US
special envoy Steven Vitkov expressed
optimism, the Russian side, led by
Vladimir Medinsky, maintained a laconic
posture, stating only that further meetings
are scheduled.
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Strategic Marginalization of the EU:
The broadcast highlighted the exclusion of
EU and UK officials from the Geneva
process. Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter
Szijjarto characterized this as a disgrace
for Europe, suggesting that the EU has
ceased to be a global player in security
matters.

Russian Territorial Gains in Sumy and
Zaporizhzhia: The Ministry of Defense
confirmed the capture of Kharkovka
(Sumy) and Krinichno (Zaporizhzhia).
These gains were attributed to the North
and East troop groupings, respectively,
utilizing FPV_drone tactics and mobile
mortar teams.

Starlink Outage and Electronic
Warfare: Reports indicated a widespread
failure of Starlink terminals in the SVO
zone. Russian military analysts claimed that
domestic
remained unaffected, while the outage

hampered Ukrainian forces that rely on
"unofficially" registered devices.

communications systems

Russia-Iran Space and Trade
Cooperation: Russia launched the Jama
Jam 1 telecommunications satellite for Iran
using a Proton-M rocket. Simultaneously,
trade between the two nations reached 5
billion dollars, with a focus on shifting
transactions
bypass US sanctions.

to national currencies to

Judicial System Reform: The Russian
Supreme Court proposed
cassation hearings to regional courts for
cases involving small claims (under
100,000 rubles), citing the need to reduce
the burden on citizens who currently must
travel vast distances for justice.

moving

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Integration

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The Geneva talks represent a shift back to

Direct Great Power engagement,
bypassing multilateral institutions like the
EU. The framing suggests Russia sees the
US as the only relevant Western

interlocutor regarding the Ukraine crisis.

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Emphasis on technological adaptation in

the SVO zone, specifically the development
of underground "factories" for drone-
resistant clothing and the use of robotic

logistics platforms for front-line delivery.

of former prisoners into
"assault groups" mentioned as a standard,
albeit brutal, tactical reality in Sumy
operations.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

e Governance focus on the decentralization

of cassation courts to  address
institutional bottlenecks. Current system
failures lead to 40,000 cases per year
being effectively inaccessible to poor

regional citizens due to logistical costs.

Supply Chain Resilience & Logistics

» The state is promoting "Technoparks" in

regions like Krasnodar and the DNR to
import substitution for
agricultural and machine-building

components, such as hydraulic cylinders.

secure
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Energy & Critical Minerals

* Conflict over oil transit through Ukraine
continues to plague Hungary and
Slovakia, with  Brussels reportedly
pressuring Ukraine to resume shipments to
avoid a total energy collapse in Eastern
Europe.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Humiliation of the European
Collective
A recurring theme is the strategic

irrelevance of FEurope. The broadcast
gleefully details how EU diplomats were
"wandering" near the Intercontinental Hotel
in Geneva, trying to "sniff out" information.
This is juxtaposed with Russian gains and US
engagement, signaling that the European
project is viewed by Moscow as a failed
geopolitical entity that can no longer
guarantee its own security or energy
interests.

Stability via Nostalgia (The "Zastoy"
Narrative)

Domestic talk shows explored the Brezhnev
era (Stagnation), with many guests arguing
that the "stability" of that period is highly
desirable today. This narrative serves to
manage expectations regarding
economic stagnation by reframing lack of
change as "confidence in the future". This is a
sophisticated psychological tool to consolidate
public support for the current regime's long-
term posture.

current

Technological Sovereignty vs. Western
Dependence

The Starlink failure is presented as proof
that Western technology is an unreliable
"black box" that can be turned off at whim.
Russia's focus on its own analogues and its
launch of Iranian satellites projects an image
of a reliable, independent technological pole
that is attractive to "Global South" partners.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The internal Russian environment shows signs
of managed social tension. While the
government  projects strength  through
infrastructure projects (new clinics in
Kislovodsk) and judicial reforms, the news is
replete with stories of extreme social
atomization. Reports on the "Maougli"
children in St. Petersburg and the
Medvedeva case in Samara highlight severe
poverty and a breakdown in local child
oversight. These
stories may act as a pressure valve, focusing
public anger on "failed parents" rather than
systemic economic failures.

welfare human-interest

e Economic Polarization: The broadcast
notes that couriers in Moscow now earn

significantly more (132,000 rubles) than

highly educated professionals, a trend

causing friction and potentially
discouraging long-term educational
investment.

* Criminal Law & Order: The state is
aggressive prosecution of
"hooligans" like Roman Stadler, who
received a prison sentence for firing a
blank pistol near a temple. This reinforces
the image of a state that will not tolerate
civil disorder during wartime.

showcasing




EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Russia portrays the international system as
fracturing and anarchic, where only raw
military power and direct diplomacy between
major powers matter. The "outside world" is
depicted as hostile but incompetent,
specifically targeting the UK and Germany for
their "hysterical" claims of an imminent
Russian invasion of NATO.

* Mercenary Narrative: The broadcast
focuses heavily on Colombian and
Brazilian mercenaries fighting for
Ukraine. This serves to delegitimize the
Ukrainian army by portraying it as a

foreign-funded militia rather than a

national defense force.

e Iran as a Strategic Peer: The launch of
an Iranian satellite and the signing of Free
Trade agreements signals a pivot toward
a Russia-Iran-China axis, intended to
insulate the Russian economy from Western

sanctions indefinitely.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Russia’s economic posture is shifting toward
industrialization and import
substitution, with a notable cooling in the
high-tech sector compared to the (gig
economy.

war-time

* IT Wage Stagnation: Median IT salaries
remained flat at 183,000 rubles through
late 2025/early 2026, while blue-collar
"essential" roles like

mifi Kes.

couriers saw

* Technopark Investment: The government
is committing billions of rubles to
technoparks in Krasnodar and the DNR,
targeting a hundred such parks in the
coming years to secure industrial
components.

* Healthcare Infrastructure: Allocation of
603 billion rubles for primary healthcare
modernization through 2030.

* Foreign Trade: Reached a milestone of 5
billion dollars with Iran, increasingly
transacted in national currencies.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's transcripts do not show significant
high-level purges, but rather the consolidation
of power among established "fixers" and the
dismissal of low-level "failures."

* Vladimir Medinsky: Appears as the
primary diplomatic face of the Geneva
negotiations. His portrayal as someone the

West "fears" signals his rising stock in the

Kremlin's foreign policy hierarchy.

* Kirill Dmitriev: Reported as managing a

separate economic track of negotiations
in Geneva, indicating that the Russian
Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) head
remains a key bridge for financial
statecraft.

e Ukrainian Leadership (Zelensky):
Characterized as weak and pleading,
specifically for his criticism of Donald
Trump and his refusal to withdraw forces
from Donbas despite military pressure.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network's lead stories prioritize
Diplomatic Strength and Military Success,



creating a sense of inevitable victory. The
"Segodnya" broadcasts lead with the Geneva
talks and territorial gains in Sumy. Social
scandals (the "Maougli" kids) are used to fill
time and generate emotional
engagement, distracting from more abstract
issues like the Starlink outage or IT wage
stagnation. A conspicuous omission is any
mention of Russian casualties in the recent
captures of Kharkovka and Krinichno,
presenting a sanitized version of high-
intensity warfare. The tone is nationalistic,
mocking Western "hysteria" while presenting
Russian actions as methodical and calm.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as a competent
but adversarial hegemon that is finally
"coming to its senses" by engaging in direct
talks. The framing suggests that under
Trump, the US is a rational actor Russia
can deal with, unlike the EU.

* European Union/Brussels: Framed as
impotent and chaotic. They are depicted
as "shameful" for their exclusion from
peace talks and their inability to secure
their own interests.

* Ukraine: Depicted as a failing state
whose leadership is out of touch with both
its military reality and its Western
sponsors. Zelensky is framed as principled
but inept, which in this context is a

* Iran: A strong, high-tech partner. The
satellite launch is used to frame Iran as a
rising scientific power that validates
Russia’s non-Western pivot as a successful

strategy.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Implicitly framed as a
strong, pragmatic leader who is forcing
Ukraine to the table, contrasting with the
"hysterical" British and European leaders.

* Vladimir Putin: Portrayed as a principled
and steady overseer of national
development, shown opening clinics and
meeting with business leaders late into the
night.

* Viktor Orban: Framed as the only
competent and principled leader in
Europe, standing up for his nation's energy
security against Brussels.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding (Starlink): Russia is
actively seeding the idea that Western tech
is an "Achilles' heel" for Ukraine. By
claiming the outage was an intentional US
move that only hurt Ukraine, they sow

distrust between Kiev and Washington.

* Propaganda (Mercenaries): Extensive
focus on Latin American mercenaries is a
psychological operation to demoralize the
Ukrainian public by suggesting their youth
are being replaced by foreigners.

* Censorship of Casualties: The total
absence of Russian loss data in reports of
"storming" villages indicates strict state
control over conflict narratives.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Hypothesis 1: The "Geneva Split"

The gap between US optimism and Russian/

Ukrainian caution suggests that a
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preliminary partition plan may be on the
table, which Ukraine is currently resisting.
Future weeks may see increased Russian
pressure on the battlefield to force Kiev's
compliance.

Hypothesis 2: European Energy Crisis

If Ukraine continues to block oil to Hungary/
Slovakia, we may see a unilateral break in
the EU's sanction regime, with Central
European states potentially opening direct
energy deals with Moscow.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Further Russian encirclement of key
nodes in the Sumy region. Increased public
trials of "SVO-zone criminals" to maintain
domestic order. The start of Ramadan will
be used to project religious harmony in the
Caucasus and DNR.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The Judicial reform will lead to a new
wave of regional litigation. Inflation and the
"courier salary" bubble may force
regulatory intervention in the labor market.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

e If technopark initiatives in the DNR
succeed, the region will be fully
integrated into Russia’s industrial supply
chain, making it economically
indispensable.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risks identified involve domestic
health hazards, social decay, and the potential

for a catastrophic breakdown in the current
diplomatic channel.

* Toxic Consumer Products: Widespread

sale of counterfeit toxic antifreeze
containing methanol. Triggers: Economic
desperation and lack of supply chain
oversight. Likelihood: High. Impact: Mass
poisoning events and blindness among
nationwide. Mitigations:
Aggressive police raids on road-side
vendors.

motorists

* Judicial Overload: The failure to
decentralize courts could lead to a denial
of justice for millions. Triggers: Rejection
of the Supreme Court's bill in the Duma.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Rising civil
unrest and legal disenfranchisement.
Mitigations: Expedited passage of the
cassation reform.

* Nomophobia and Psychological
Instability: Growing dependency on
smartphones. Triggers: Digital isolation.
Likelihood: Certain. Impact: Long-term
changes in brain gray matter and rising
suicide rates among youth. Mitigations:
State-sponsored "digital detox" programs.

* Energy Grid Collapse in Eastern
Europe: Ukrainian blockade of Russian oil.
Triggers: Failure of the 17-point
"friendship" repair. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Economic collapse in Hungary/
Slovakia and a rift in NATO. Mitigations:
EU-enforced security of the Adria pipeline.

* Social Decay in Remote Regions:
"Maougli" children phenomenon. Triggers:
Extreme poverty and local corruption.
Likelihood: Persistent. Impact:
Breakdown of the social contract and loss
of faith in state protection. Mitigations:
Federalization of child welfare oversight.



GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The broadcast fails to explain how Russia
can afford the 603 billion ruble healthcare
modernization during wartime. There is no
mention of war costs or deficit spending.

* There is no perspective from the ordinary
citizens in Sumy or Zaporizhzhia who are
supposedly  "liberated," only military
footage of destroyed buildings.

* The Geneva talks are covered extensively,
but the specific Russian concessions
required for the reported "progress" are
entirely absent.

* The real impact of Western sanctions on
the reported "Technopark" imports remains

unexplained.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Scenario 1: The "Geneva Stall"

The reported "progress" in Geneva is a smoke
screen for both the US and Russia. Russia
uses the talks to stall Western aid while it
prepares a major Spring offensive, while the
US uses them to manage the Ukraine budget
crisis without admitting defeat.

Scenario 2: The "Starlink False Flag"

The Starlink outage is not a Western failure
but an intentional test of Russian electronic
warfare capabilities. The US may have
throttled the system to map Russian signal

intelligence in preparation for a new phase of
high-tech escalation.

Black Swan Event:

A major civil revolt in Hungary fueled by
the energy blockade leads to the first "pro-
Russian" regime being ousted by force within

the EU, potentially drawing Russia into a
direct intervention in a NATO-adjacent
state.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for the asymmetric
failure of Western satellite comms in future
theaters.

* Economic: Expect Russia to pivot fully to
National Currencies for all non-Western

trade, potentially collapsing the FEuro's

influence in the "Global South."

* Diplomatic: The EU is no longer a viable
mediator; diplomatic resources should be
shifted toward direct bilateral channels
with Moscow and Washington.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Opportunities exist in
import substitution within Russia’s new
Technoparks, but long-term regulatory risk
is high.

e Compliance: Investors must monitor

Russia-Iran space tech for potential dual-

use violations.

* Labor: The "courier-IT salary flip" suggests
a major labor market distortion that will
eventually lead to a crash or aggressive
state price-setting in the service sector.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity was high regarding the
judicial and industrial sectors, with the Duma



moving forward on several key sovereignty
bills.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Regional Cassation Reform: A
proposal to allow local courts to hear
high-level appeals for claims under 100k
rubles. Intent: To prevent judicial
bottlenecks and satisfy regional voters.

o Nomophobia Awareness: Discussion of
mandatory warnings in media about
phone addiction, similar to tobacco
warnings. Intent: To curb youth mental
health crises.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Medinsky Presser (Geneva): Briefing
on the difficult status of peace talks.

Intent: To project firmness and patience.

o Novak Energy Summit: Press briefing
on the expansion of gasification and
satellite launches with Iran. Intent:
Economic confidence building.

KEY STORIES

Geneva Trilateral Summit: Russia, USA,
and Ukraine hold deep negotiations at the
Intercontinental Hotel. Vladimir
Medinsky (Russia) and Steven Vitkov
(USA) lead. EU and UK officials are noted
for their conspicuous absence from the
table (Source: 20260218-13).

Capture of Kharkovka: Russian North
grouping takes control of this
region settlement. Operations involved
significant FPV drone usage to destroy
Zaporizhzhia Breakthrough: Settlements
of Krinichno and Primorskoye taken by
the East grouping. Detailed footage shows
artillery clearing houses before infantry
entry (Source: 20260218-60).

Sumy

Starlink Outage: Elon Musk's satellite
terminals fail for two weeks across the SVO
zone. Russia claims it has successfully
insulated its own comms while degrading
Ukrainian drone ops (Source:
20260218-42).

Jama Jam 1 Launch: Russia launches an
Iranian satellite from Baikonur. Part of a
larger space cooperation pact (Source:
20260218-75).

Nomophobia Brain Changes: Science
report claims using smartphones for hours
leads to a decrease in gray matter in

young people aged 18-30 (Source:
20260218-49).

Toxic Antifreeze Raid: Investigation into
road-side vendors selling blue fluid
containing methanol. One driver, Viktor
Andreev, was nearly hospitalized by fumes
(Source: 20260218-21).

The Medvedeva Case: A family in Samara
living on a single mattress with 9 cats in a
frozen house. The "Maougli" children
history triggers national debate (Source:
20260218-24).

Judicial Reform Proposal: The Supreme
Court moves to decentralize cassation
hearings for small claims. Aims to fix a
system where 40,000 cases are bogged
down (Source: 20260218-43).

Brezhnev Era Nostalgia: Talk show
"Mesto Vstrechi" discusses whether the
70s stagnation was actually a "golden

age" of stability (Source: 20260218-38).

Stadler Sentence: Stadler
sentenced for shooting a blank pistol near
an Orthodox church in Yekaterinburg

(Source: 20260218-20).

Roman
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* Nomad/Courier Economy: Report on
Moscow courier salaries reaching 132k
rubles, surpassing traditional IT and legal

roles (Source: 20260218-47).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj rg/announcing-our-
media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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