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EXTERNAL PRESSURE & REGIONAL IMBALANCE
(The Defense & Infrastructure Shift)

CONTROVERSIAL
DEFENSE SPENDING:
$1.25 Trillion TWD budget
for US arms debated.
Skeptics question value
(‘scrap metal') while US
pursues diplomacy with
Iran (Geneva Talks).

CHINA'S STRATEGIC EXPANSION
Medog Hydropower Project (Tibet) aims
to surpass Three Gorges. Al-generated
short media reaches billions of views,

signaling a new influence frontier.

ECONOMIC HOLLOWING
& CAPITAL FLIGHT
Wealthy Taiwanese seek ‘Golden
Visas' in Malta and invest billions
in Dubai luxury real estate as a
hedge against instability.

TRENDS, RISKS & FUTURE OUTLOOK
(The Strategic Foresight)
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TAIWAN FACES A DUAL CRISIS OF
SYSTEMIC PUBLIC HEALTH
VULNERABILITY AND ESCALATING
DEFENSE COSTS AMIDST
REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
SHIFTS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting cycle for February 18, 2026,
reveals a Taiwan struggling to maintain
domestic stability while navigating a high-
stakes geopolitical environment. The domestic
narrative is dominated by a severe Norovirus
outbreak that has infected over 4,000
individuals and reached the highest levels of
government, manifesting in a bizarre incident
where a sick official vomited on President Lai
Ching-te during a public ceremony. This
health crisis is compounded by reports of a
medical system collapse in the Taipei-New
Taipei metropolitan area, where hospitals are
reportedly unable to accommodate stroke
patients, prompting public outcry against the
Ministry of Health and Welfare. The
juxtaposition of a failing medical
infrastructure against a backdrop of festive
Lunar New Year celebrations highlights a

significant strain on social order and

institutional capacity.

Externally, the broadcast emphasizes Taiwan's
deepening, yet costly, reliance on the United
States. Controversy has erupted over a
projected $1.25 trillion TWD defense
budget for US arms sales, with skeptics
questioning if Taiwan is merely purchasing
"scrap metal" while the US engages in high-
level diplomacy with Iran in Switzerland.
Simultaneously, the news highlights China’s
aggressive pursuit of technological and
engineering specifically
through the development of the Medog
hydropower project in Tibet—intended to
surpass the Three Gorges Dam—and a
massive expansion in Al-generated short-form
content. The divergence between Taiwan'’s
internal fragility and the regional trend
toward mega-scale infrastructure projects
suggests a growing strategic imbalance.

sovereignty,

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* High-Level
Norovirus

Health Breach and
Epidemic: A widespread
Norovirus outbreak has reached critical
proportions, infecting nearly 4,000 people
and disrupting state functions, including a
high-profile inciden
President.

* Taiwan Defense Budget Controversy:
Internal debate has intensified regarding
the allocation of $1.25 trillion TWD for US
arms acquisitions, with concerns over the
quality of military hardware and fiscal
sustainability.

involvin h
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* Chinese Strategic Infrastructure
Expansion: China is moving forward with
the Medog hydropower project in Tibet, a
facility projected to generate power
equivalent to three Three Gorges Dams,
signaling a shift in regional energy
dynamics.

* Capital Flight to Foreign Real Estate:
Significant Taiwanese capital is flowing into
luxury real estate in Dubai and Malta,
driven by "Golden Visa" programs and
concerns over domestic stability.

* AI Content Explosion: The Chinese Al
industry has achieved a breakthrough in
short-form media, with Al-generated
dramas reaching 1.8 Dbillion views,
reflecting a new front in information
warfare and cultural influence.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Global Health & Biosecurity

* The Norovirus epidemic has overwhelmed
local health with 4,000
confirmed cases leading to travel
disruptions and public health warnings at
major religious sites.

resources,

* Reports emerged of toxic chemical risks in
everyday items, specifically Bisphenol A
(BPA) in thermal
which can be absorbed through the skin in
seconds.

Critical Infrastructure Security

» Taiwanese authorities are facing scrutiny
over the collapse of emergency medical
logistics in North Taiwan, with reports of
stroke victims being turned away from
hospitals due to personnel shortages.

* Construction of the Shenzhong Link and
other mega-bridges in the region
demonstrates a competitive push for
logistics resilience and inter-city
connectivity.

Militarization & Diplomacy

e The US and Iran have entered a second
round of talks in Geneva, while Japan
pledges $36  Dbillion in infrastructure
investment to the US, signaling a shifting
alliance matrix.

* Opposition legislators in Taiwan are

challenging the defense expenditure,

suggesting that massive spending on US
weaponry may not guarantee security if
diplomatic tides shift.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragility of the Aging State

A recurring theme 1is the physical and
institutional fragility of Taiwan’s leadership
and populace. Reports of crowds fainting
during presidential visits, aging officials
collapsing from exhaustion or illness, and the
rapid spread of Norovirus among political
elites suggest a state whose human capital is
under severe pressure. This physical
vulnerability is mirrored in the reported decay
of the medical system, where administrative
failures are as deadly as the pathogens
themselves.

Technocratic Awe vs. Domestic Chaos

There is a visible editorial trend toward
"technocratic awe" regarding large-scale
engineering projects in China and the Middle
East, contrasted with chaotic domestic
reports of traffic accidents, temple fires, and
scams. The fascination with autonomous
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vehicles and nanobots serves as a distraction
from the mundane but persistent failures of
local governance and public safety.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Taiwan is experiencing a period of heightened
domestic instability driven by a perceived
failure of the Ministry of Health and
Welfare. Public anger is boiling over
regarding the medical system’s inability to
handle acute health crises, with Facebook
groups and social media becoming hubs for
criticism against health officials. The
institutional decay is further highlighted by
the inability to protect high-level officials from
common viral outbreaks, which has led to
embarrassing public incidents that erode the
government’s mandate. Partisan polarization
is also evident in the legislative pushback
against the defense budget, with critics
framing the government as subservient to US
interests at the expense of local social
welfare.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Taiwan’s global posture is increasingly
reactive. While it projects an image of a
fortress through unprecedented defense
spending, it is simultaneously witnessing a
"brain and capital drain" as wealthy citizens
seek permanent residency in Malta or invest
in Dubai's 26 billion TWD real estate
market. The international environment is
framed as a realm of "mega-projects" where
Taiwan is a consumer rather than a creator,
purchasing foreign safety (arms) and foreign
residency. The US-Iran negotiations in Geneva

further suggest a world where major powers

are re-aligning, potentially leaving smaller
actors like Taiwan in a precarious position.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is marked by significant
capital outflows and speculative investment in
foreign jurisdictions. While domestic growth
indicators are absent, the focus has shifted to
wealth preservation and global real estate as
hedges against regional risk.

* Foreign Capital Outflows: Taiwanese
investors have funneled 26 billion TWD into
Dubai real estate, often purchasing entire
floors of luxury developments.

* Energy Infrastructure Investment: The

Medog project in Tibet is attracting
attention as a transformative economic
vector for the regional power grid,
potentially affecting long-term energy
prices.

* Real Estate & Immigration Markets:
Malta's "Golden Visa" program, requiring a
500,000 TWD annual rental and a donation,

is being aggressively marketed to
Taiwanese  elites seeking an "EU
springboard."

* Luxury Markets: Demand for ultra-luxury
vehicles like the Hongqgi L5, costing
millions, remains high among the regional
elite, despite broader economic concerns.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Recent incidents have sidelined several key
regional leaders, raising questions about
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administrative continuity during the Lunar
New Year period.

* Chen Kuang-fu (Penghu County
Magistrate): Currently in a coma following
a fall down stairs; his absence creates a
power vacuum in the strategic Penghu
islands.

* Lai Ching-te (President): Facing public
health scrutiny after a public exposure to
Norovirus, though his strategic standing
remains tied to the success of the US arms
deal.

* Chen Ting-fei (Legislator): Emerging as
a vocal critic of administrative failures,

positioning herself against the Ministry of
Health and Welfare.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial tone of CTV is characterized by a
sensationalist fixation on health and
safety hazards, prioritizing Norovirus
updates and chemical toxin warnings over
structural economic data. The "Lead Stories"
are consistently human-interest disasters:
drunk driving accidents, BBQ shop fires, and

helicopter crashes. Strategic geopolitical
news, such as the US-Iran talks or the Medog

dam, are presented as secondary to these
visceral domestic threats. There is a
conspicuous omission of detailed data on
Taiwan's own GDP or unemployment rates,
suggesting a pivot toward distraction-based
news cycles during a period of institutional
stress.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day's reporting suggests a
world where traditional power structures are
being tested by biological threats and

technocratic advancements. The US is framed
as an expensive but necessary protector, while
China 1is portrayed as an engineering
behemoth that is socially alien yet
technologically superior.

COUNTRIES

* Taiwan: Framed as physically fragile and
administratively strained, with a failing

medical system and a leadership vulnerable
to common ailments.

* China: Portrayed as a source of mega-scale
innovation (Medog project) and Al
dominance, but also as a source of
unpredictable social and health trends.

e USA: Framed as a transactional partner,

selling high-priced military hardware while
pursuing its own diplomatic agenda with
Iran.

* Malta/Dubai: Framed as str i Xi
zones for Taiwanese capital and elites
seeking stability outside of East Asia.

LEADERS

* Lai Ching-te: Portrayed as a leader under
siege by both biological threats and
political criticism regarding the defense
budget.

* Donald Trump (referenced): Framed as
a unpredictable factor whose potential
changes in policy could render Taiwan's
arms purchases obsolete.

* Liu Qiangdong (JD.com): Used as a
mbol f th health-wealth nex

emphasizing the billionaire's focus on
longevity and health as a strategic asset.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* The rapid spread of Al-generated media in
China is identified as a new frontier for
controlling public narrative, with "short
dramas" being used to seed specific social
values.

* Domestic dissatisfaction in Taiwan is being

weaponized via Facebook against the
health ministry, potentially indicating a

coordinated effort to erode trust in state
institutions during a crisis.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Medical System Overhaul: Persistent
failures in the emergency medical system
will likely lead to a major cabinet reshuffle
or a significant increase in healthcare
spending in the next fiscal cycle.

* Deepening Social Divide: The contrast
between elites fleeing to Dubai/Malta and a
populace suffering from Norovirus will
likely fuel populist sentiment and civil
unrest.

* Arms Race Fatigue: The controversy over
defense spending may  force the

government to seek more tangible "security
guarantees" from the US beyond hardware
sales.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued
high Norovirus case counts and potential
quarantine measures at religious sites. Public
protests against the Ministry of Health are
likely as more medical neglect stories emerge.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A significant
capital outflow trend will likely prompt new
regulatory controls on foreign real estate
investment. The Medog project's progress will
lead to renewed environmental and
geopolitical tensions in the Himalayan region.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The successful
integration of Al in content production will
fundamentally change the
landscape in East Asia, potentially leading to a
"post-truth" media environment where state-
sponsored narratives are indistinguishable
from organic content.

information

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Pandemic Escalation: Norovirus mutation
or widespread Norovirus outbreak could
cripple the workforce. Triggers: Crowded
Lunar New Year events. Likelihood: High.
Impact: High. Mitigations: Improved public
sanitation and temple food safety
regulations.

Institutional Collapse: Medical system
failure in the "Double North" area.
Triggers: A secondary epidemic or major
disaster. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:

Extreme. Mitigations: Immediate
emergency funding and personnel
reallocation.

* Geopolitical Abandonment: US pivot to
Middle East/Iran at the expense of Taiwan.
Triggers: A successful US-Iran Geneva
deal. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Critical. Mitigations: Diversifying
international alliances beyond the US.

* Economic Hollowing: Elite capital flight
via "Golden Visas." Triggers: Escalation of
cross-strait tensions. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Moderate (Long-term). Mitigations:
Tax incentives for domestic luxury
investment.
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* Chemical Bio-Threats: Mass exposure to
endocrine disruptors like BPA in consumer
goods. Triggers: Long-term cumulative
health impacts becoming visible.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Chronic.
Mitigations: Stricter regulation of thermal
paper and plastics.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e The medical collapse reports lack
independent verification and may be
sensationalized by partisan media outlets.

* There is no mention of counter-measures
being taken by the Ministry of Health and
Welfare beyond general public statements.

* The strategic intent of the Medog dam is

presented only through an engineering
lens, omitting the potential for "water
warfare" or environmental impact on
downstream nations.

* The true source of the Norovirus outbreak
remains uninvestigated in the broadcast,
focusing instead on the consequences.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Controlled Crisis: The Norovirus outbreak
and the "medical collapse" narrative could
be leveraged by the state to justify an
emergency expansion of surveillance and
health controls under the guise of public
safety.

* Defense Diversion: The $1.25 trillion
arms deal might be a signaling tactic rather
than a procurement plan, intended to test
domestic  political loyalty and US
commitment rather than acquire functional
weapons.

* Black Swan Event: A sudden helicopter
crash or "accident" involving top leadership
during the Norovirus crisis could trigger an
immediate constitutional crisis or military
alert, regardless of the cause.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

stabilization of the
emergency medical grid in North Taiwan
to prevent a total loss of public confidence.

e Prioritize the

* Initiate diplomatic contingency
planning in response to the US-Iran
Geneva talks to ensure Taiwan's interests
are not sidelined.

* Implement strict biosecurity protocols for
all high-level governmental public
appearances until the Norovirus epidemic
is contained.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Evaluate supply chain risks associated
with BPA/BPS regulations, as a consumer
backlash against thermal paper and certain
plastics is imminent.

* Monitor luxury real estate trends in
Dubai as a leading indicator of regional risk
sentiment among East Asian elites.

* Explore AI media production tools to
compete with the rapid scaling of Chinese
short-form content, which is currently
dominating regional viewership.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative debate is centered on the massive
defense budget and the perceived failures of
health regulations, with intense focus on the
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Ministry of Health and Welfare's

accountability for the hospital crisis.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: The $1.25
trillion TWD Defense Appropriation Bill,
intended to secure advanced US military
hardware and strengthen the "fortress
Taiwan" posture.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: A press
conference by health ministry critics
highlighting the failure of emergency
medical response in the Double North area.

KEY STORIES

* Norovirus Epidemic and Presidential
Incident: A  widespread
outbreak in Taiwan has reached 4,000
cases, with a temple official vomiting near
President Lai Ching-te during a ceremony.

e $1.25 Trillion Arms Deal: Public and
legislative controversy over a massive TWD
expenditure for US military hardware, with
critics questioning the value of the
purchase.

Norovirus

* Medog Hydropower Project: China's
plans to build a hydropower plant in Tibet
that will be three times the size of the
Three Gorges Dam.

* Dubai Real Estate Boom: Taiwanese
investors pouring 26 billion TWD into Dubai
luxury properties.

* BPA and Chemical Hazards: Reports of
significant BPA contamination in thermal
paper, receipts, and phone cases, linked to
infertility and cancer.

Taipei Medical System Collapse: Reports
of hospital bed shortages and stroke

patients being turned away in North
Taiwan.

* AI Short Film Industry: The explosion of

Al-generated short-form dramas in China,
reaching billions of views.

* Penghu County Magistrate Coma:
Magistrate  Chen  Kuang-fu remains

unconscious after a fall down stairs.

e US-Iran Geneva Talks: The second round
of high-level diplomatic negotiations
between the US and Iran in Switzerland.

* Swiss and Awustrian Tourism: Travel
highlighting  Interlaken and
Hallstatt as premier destinations for
Taiwanese travelers.

features

* Lunar New Year Traffic Accidents: A
series of drunk driving incidents and
scooters in rice paddies during the holiday
season.

* Tesla Themed Restaurants: The opening
of V4 rcharging themed r rants in
the US, combining charging with outdoor
cinema.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260218_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260218_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260218_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260218_170000

level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.

nnouncing-our-



mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

