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GENEVA: PEACE NEGOTIATIONS STALEMATE
(Ukraine, Gaza)

‘ = - DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: TRANSACTIONAL DIPLOMACY, LEGAL BATTLES & GLOBAL UNREST.

LOS ANGELES: ZUCKERBERG TRIAL
(Social Media Addiction) 7 2

“ i

N

I" policies drive US actions. Geneva talks for Ukraine/Gaza deadlock over

sovereignty. Gaza endures ongoing strikes & crisis durlngLRamadan Meta CEQ Mark Zuckerberg testifies in landmark jury

trial comparing platforms to “digital nicotine". Global te:

race & domestic political instability in US, Peru, Japan deepen.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS [SSSSSs
THE LANDMARK TRIAL OF BIG TECH

Multilateral breakd
g

DIPLOMACY &
STATECRAFT
US promoles “Board of
Peace” for Gaza (ﬂald
seats, bypassing UN
UK/Enrope decline.
Russia accused of
“theatrics" in Geneva.

ARMED CONFLICT
& MILITARIZATION
Russia strikes Ukrainian

energy; US militay
buildup in Middle East.
Sexual violence used as
war weapon in Sudan.

o Meta CEO faces jury over |ntent|onally
addictive design.
« Compared to 1990s tobacco litigation;
shifts focus to "defective product”.
« Whistleblower alleges profit over child safety.
« Global bans & restrictions (Australia, France, UK).

STALLED MULTII.ATERAL DIPLOMACY

US/ALLIES RUSSIA/IRAN/ETC.

« Geneva talks inconclusive; no breakthrough
on Ukraine territorial issues.
* Iranian nuclear negotiations deadlocked
over US “red lines”,

« Gaza humanitarian crisis critical; Israeli
strikes continue despite ceasefire.

« Syria closes Al-Hol camp, sparking human
rights concerns.

THE RACE FOR RESOURCE & Al SUPREMACY

ENERGY &
CRITICAL MINERALS
« US pledges $12B for
critical mineral stockpiles.
« China uses rare earth
export curbs as
diplomatic lever.
AU pushes for 'African
rules’ on extraction.

LEGAL WARFARE &
REGULATORY RISK

« US courts test social media
as harmful products.

« Chilean court considers
war crimes against Israeli
sniper.

 FCC accused of nensorshlp
& creating ‘climate of fear’.

« US &allies form mineral trade block to break
China’s monopoly.
 Trump EO on Al signals race for 'Al supremacy’
over regulatlon
‘Agentic Al' rise poses financial & labor risks.
overeign Al’ concept emerges for national
data control.

[

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

CURRENCY:
(7‘; Yen at record lows. \,\'\n
COMMODITIES:
il Il Rare earth prices rising. 7
TECH INVESTMENT:
* LM bubble’ warnings. i
AGRICULTURE:
Severe drought in Middle East.
TRADE: US tariffs on China
“ & potenhal Canada tariffs.

S ‘»‘
7 PRESIDENTS
IN YEA

« US: Polarization, media distrust, stelnﬁles fallout.
 Peru: Chronic pallhcal instability, institutional collapse.
 Japan: 'Takaichinomics’ boosts tourism but devalues Yen, straining locals.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

END OF DIGITAL NEUTRALITY &
RISE OF PLATFORM LIABILITY

« Platforms no longer neutral; seen as
"architects of engineered addiction".

« Algorithmic design viewed as a
physical product attribute.

TRANSACTIONAL PEACE &
DISPLACEMENT OF INSTITUTIONS

. anatlzatmn of dlplnma?{
“transactional” statecraft replaces
multilateral treaties, causing rifts
with allies.

RESOURCE NATIONALISM &
WEAPONIZATION OF SUPPLY CHAINS

SIS TR A NS

o Critical minerals & Al components
weaponized.

« 'Friend-shoring’ & stockpiling replace
market efficiency, fueling infiation.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS, ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& HYPOTHESES

« US 'Board of Peace’ likely fails
multilaterally.

 Meta liability could trigger internet
"re-architecture’.

« Resource blocks create new ‘Cold War'.

« 'Agentic Al may outpace regulation,
causing market shocks.

CONCLUSION: A FRACTURING MULTIPOLAR ARENA WHERE TRADITIONAL ALLIANCES STRAIN, UNILATERALISM
RISES, AND GEOPOLITICAL, TECHNOLOGICAL & ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS INTERSECT IN A ‘POLYCRISIS'.



TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

ALJAZ

FEBRUARY 18, 2026

GEOPOLITICAL FRAGMENTATION
DEEPENS AS STALLED PEACE
INITIATIVES, THE WEAPONIZATION
OF ECONOMIC STATECRAFT, AND A
LANDMARK JUDICIAL RECKONING
FOR BIG TECH DEFINE A PERIOD OF
SYSTEMIC INSTABILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international landscape on February
18-19, 2026, is characterized by a significant
breakdown in multilateral trust and the
emergence of unilateral, "transactional"
diplomacy, primarily driven by the policies of
the Trump administration. In Geneva, high-
stakes negotiations to end the conflicts in
Ukraine and Gaza have reached a stalemate,
with participating parties failing to bridge
fundamental gaps regarding territorial
sovereignty and security guarantees. In Gaza,
the first Ramadan since a tenuous ceasefire is
being observed under the shadow of ongoing
Israeli strikes and a dire humanitarian crisis,
as the US attempts to supplant UN mediation
with its newly formed "Board of Peace," which
faces skepticism from European allies.

Simultaneously, the global technology sector
faces a dual challenge of intense competition

and unprecedented legal liability. In a Los
Angeles courtroom, Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg is testifying in a landmark jury
trial regarding the "deliberately addictive"
design of social media platforms, a case that
mirrors the historic anti-tobacco suits. This
domestic legal pressure in the US coincides
with a global race for technological and
resource supremacy, as evidenced by the US-
China rivalry over critical minerals and the
rapid development of "agentic" artificial
intelligence. The Trump administration’s
move to favor innovation over regulation in
the AI sector signals a strategic shift toward
maintaining a competitive edge at any cost,
even as concerns over "digital casinos" and
societal harm mount.

Domestically, featured nations are grappling
with acute political instability and institutional
decay. Peru has ousted its third consecutive
president in a single term, reflecting a
broader trend of populist backlash against
corruption. In Japan, the implementation of
"Takaichinomics" has led to a significant
devaluation of the Yen, fueling a tourism boom
that is straining local infrastructure and
exacerbating social friction. Meanwhile, the
fallout from the release of the "Epstein files"
continues to ripple through the US political
and corporate elite, contributing to a climate
of public distrust and allegations of high-level
censorship within the media.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Landmark Trial of Big Tech

* Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg is facing a jury
trial in Los Angeles over allegations that
platforms like In ram and YouT were
designed to be intentionally addictive to
children.
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* The trial is being compared to the 1990s
tobacco litigation, shifting the legal focus
from content liability to "defective product"
design.

* Whistleblower Kelly Stonelake alleges the
company prioritized engagement and
maximized time spent over child safety,
ignoring internal warnings about predators
and mental health risks.

* Global regulatory responses are
intensifying, with Australia, France, and
the UK moving to implement bans or
restrictions on social media use for minors.

Stalled Multilateral
Stalemated Conflicts

Diplomacy and

e US-mediated talks in Geneva between
Russia and Ukraine have concluded without

a breakthrough, with neither side willing to
concede on territorial issues in the Donbas.

e Iranian nuclear negotiations show
"cautious optimism" but remain deadlocked
over Tehran's refusal to accept US '"red
lines" regarding missile programs and

regional proxies.

* In Gaza, the humanitarian situation is
critical as Ramadan begins; Israeli forces
have not ceased attacks despite the
October ceasefire agreement.

* Syria has begun closing the Al-Hol
detention camp, transferring thousands of
families to northern  Aleppo and
repatriating fighters to Iraq, sparking
human rights concerns.

The Race for Resource and AI Supremacy

* The US and its allies are attempting to form
a minerals trade block to break China's
monopoly on critical rare earth elements
vital for high-tech industries.

e President Trump issued an executive order
on Al, signaling a competitive race with
adversaries for "AI supremacy" and
creating a task force to challenge
restrictive state regulations.

* Experts warn of the rise of "agentic AL"
where systems move from searching to
autonomous action, potentially
destabilizing financial markets and labor
pools.

* The concept of "Sovereign AI" is emerging
as nations seek to maintain control over
their own data infrastructure to avoid
reliance on the US or China.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Russia continues its campaign of strikes
against Ukrainian energy infrastructure

while reinforcing its territorial claims.

e The US has initiated a massive military
buildup in the Middle East, including

aircraft carriers and bombers, as a
pressure tactic against Iran.

* Sexual violence is reportedly being used as
a weapon of war in Sudan's Darfur region
by paramilitary forces (RSF).

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The Trump administration is promoting a
"Board of Peace" for Gaza, bypassing the
UN and charging $1 billion for permanent
seats on the board.

* Russia is accused of using '"theatrics" in
Geneva to buy time for its armed forces on
the battlefield.

e The UK and other European nations have

declined to join the US-led peace board,

fearing it undermines the United Nations.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260218_120000

Energy & Critical Minerals

* The US government has pledged $12 billion
to stockpile critical minerals and secure
domestic supply deals.

* China has previously curbed rare earth
exports to Japan as a lever in diplomatic
disputes over Taiwan.

* The African Union is pushing for "African
rules" for mineral extraction to ensure
resource sovereignty.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The US judicial system is testing whether
social media companies can be treated as

manufacturers of harmful products.
* A Chilean court is invoking "universal
jurisdiction" to

charges against a former Israeli sniper.

consider war crimes

* The FCC is being accused of censorship
and creating a "climate of fear" among US
broadcasters regarding interviews with
political candidates.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Digital Neutrality and the Rise
of Platform Liability

The Zuckerberg trial represents a
fundamental shift in the global understanding
of digital platforms. No longer viewed as
neutral conduits for content, social media
companies are Dbeing characterized as
architects of engineered addiction. The legal
strategy of comparing platforms to "digital
nicotine" and "digital casinos" suggests that
the immunity granted by Section 230 is being
systematically challenged by  viewing
algorithmic design as a physical product
attribute. This trend is mirrored by nations

like China and Australia implementing "minor
modes" and strict access bans, signaling that
the era of self-regulation for Big Tech has
effectively ended.

Transactional Peace and the
Displacement of International
Institutions

The creation of a $5 billion "Board of Peace"
with paid seats represents the privatization of
diplomacy. By positioning this board as an
alternative to the United Nations, the US
administration is signaling a move toward
"transactional" statecraft where peace is
brokered by business interests and elite
circles rather than established multilateral
treaties. This approach has caused a
significant rift with France and Germany, who
view it as a move that undermines global
order and further fractures the Western
alliance.

Resource Nationalism and the
Weaponization of Supply Chains

The global race for rare earth minerals and
critical components for AI data centers has
transitioned from economic competition to a
state of geopolitical weaponization. The US
effort to form a minerals cartel with Japan and
the EU is a direct response to China's three-
decade strategy to dominate production. This
trend towards "friend-shoring" and stockpiling
indicates a future where trade is governed by
political alignment rather than market
efficiency, likely leading to sustained
inflationary pressures and supply chain
volatility.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Polarization and

Institutional Distrust

* Public trust in media is being undermined
by allegations of top-down censorship and
the use of federal agencies to control
political narratives.

* The release of the Epstein files is fueling a
"syndicate" narrative, implicating global
elites and deepening the divide between
the public and the ruling class.

* The administration’s aggressive
immigration tactics, including the killing of
US citizens at protests by ICE officers, have
sparked intense debate and potential mid-
term electoral consequences.

Peru: Chronic Political Instability

* The ousting of Interim President Jose after

only four months reflects a complete
collapse of institutional stability, with 7
presidents in 9 years.

* Public approval of the Peruvian Congress is
at a mere 4%, with citizens viewing the
political process as a '"circus" favoring
organized crime.

Japan: The Drawbacks of Expansionary
Policy

* Prime Minister Sannai Takaichi's
"Takaichinomics" has successfully boosted
tourism but significantly reduced the
buying power of the Yen for local citizens.

* Record high budgets and currency
devaluation are leading to cultural frictions
as local residents find themselves priced
out of their own
international visitors.

communities by

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The world is increasingly portrayed as a
fracturing multipolar arena where traditional
alliances are under severe strain. The US
posture is one of "Peace through Strength"
and economic dominance, characterized by a
military buildup in the Persian Gulf and the
imposition of tariffs on China. However, this
posture is being met with resistance from
allies who fear the collapse of the "liberal
international order" and the transformation of
American politics in a fascist direction.

Nations like India are positioning themselves
as mediators and hubs for global
technological debate, while the African Union
is attempting to exert its collective political
agency in the face of perceived "hegemony"
from both Western powers and China. The
international system is moving away from
globalization toward a "time of polycrisis,"
where geopolitical, environmental, and

technological threats are intersecting and
reinforcing each other.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is increasingly dominated
by geopolitical risk pricing and the rapid shift
toward technological protectionism. The
emergence of "Takaichinomics" in Japan and
the US-China mineral trade war are key
drivers of current market volatility.

* Currency Fluctuations: The Japanese Yen
has reached record lows following the
lower house vote, though it has seen some
minor recovery.

* Commodity Pressures: Rare earth
mineral prices are expected to rise sharply
as supply dumping protections and
stockpiling plans are implemented.
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* Tech Investment: AI investment is
currently 16 times higher than current
revenue returns, leading some analysts to
warn of an "LLM bubble."

* Agricultural Hardship: Farmers in the
Middle East, particularly in Syria and
Jordan, are facing catastrophic crop losses
due to the "worst drought in decades."

* Trade Policy: US tariffs on China and
potential tariffs on Canada are making it
harder for US farmers to export products,
even as domestic grocery prices remain
high.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

A high-velocity turnover in national leadership
is contributing to global unpredictability, with
several key transitions occurring under
scandal or extreme political pressure.

* Sannai Takaichi (Japan): Officially sworn
in as prime minister following a landslide
snap election victory; she is the country's
first female leader.

* Tarik Rahman (Bangladesh): Sworn in
as prime minister in the country's first fair
election in nearly 20 years, heading a
cabinet of 49 members.

* Jose Harry (Peru): Ousted and impeached

by Congress after only four months in
power over corruption and ties to Chinese

business executives.

* Thomas Pritzker (Hyatt Hotels):
Stepping down as executive chairman after
DOJ documents revealed long-term contact
with Jeffrey Epstein.

* Jesse Jackson (Civil Rights): The
prominent US activist has died at age 84

following a  hospitalization for a
degenerative condition.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Al Jazeera’s editorial priority for the day is the
Zuckerberg trial and the broader
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. The network
maintains a critical tone toward both Big Tech
and the Israeli military, frequently linking the
"addictive" nature of social media to real-
world tragedies. The coverage of the "Board
of Peace" is notably skeptical, framing it as an
attempt by the Trump administration to
monetize diplomacy and marginalize the UN.
The network also gives significant weight to
"forgotten conflicts" like Sudan, while stories
about Japan's tourism boom are presented
through a lens of cultural and economic
strain. Conspicuous Omissions: There was
almost no mention of the internal political
status of the European Union member states
beyond their rejection of the US peace board,
and detailed military movements in the
Ukraine conflict were secondary to the
coverage of the inconclusive Geneva talks.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The current geopolitical narrative is framed as
a struggle between a resurgent, unilateral US
administration and a fracturing international
order struggling to maintain traditional
norms. Leaders are increasingly judged by
their "transactional" effectiveness rather than
adherence to ideological blocs.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as a powerful
but unpredictable "digi rship" that
is increasingly inward-looking and hostile
to multilateralism. Explicitly characterized
as having a "low regard for international
agreements."
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* China: Framed as a "china-centric" model
that is modernizing rapidly and dominating
global supply chains, yet remains an
unethical actor in regions like Xinjiang.

* Israel: Portrayed as an aggressive power
that "enjoys an immense level of lack of

accountability," while its narrative of
victimhood is wused to "morally justify
unprecedented violence."

e Iran: Characterized as a nation under
siege, seeking "tangible economic benefit"
but paralyzed by a "cloud of mistrust" with
the West.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a leader who
operates on "fear" and "hatred," seeking to
"transform American politics in a fascist
direction" while pursuing a "transactional"
foreign policy.

* Mark Zuckerberg: Framed as a man
"conceivably responsible" for the deaths of
children, seeking to "wash his hands" of
responsibility while presiding over "digital
casinos."

* Vladimir Zelensky: Portrayed as being

under "public pressure" from Washington

to make territorial concessions he deems
unfair.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Meta/Google: Framed as "digital casinos"

that knowingly exploit human nature for
profit at the expense of child safety.

e RSF (Sudan): Characterized as a brutal
force using sexual violence as a weapon of
war and seizing territory with impunity.

* The UN: Portrayed as an institution on the
"path of being rendered obsolete" due to
the US veto and lack of enforcement power.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The information environment is described as a
"post-truth  world" where  Al-generated
content and "dead internet theory" (where the
internet is dominated by bots and models) are
challenging the foundations of trust.
Streamers like Hasan Piker are offered as
"unfiltered alternatives" to a mainstream
media that is perceived as being "beholden" to
state interests. The "meta-narrative" of the
day suggests that TikTok has become a critical
front in the information war, as it is credited
with undermining the "Israeli spin" on the
Gaza conflict. Censorship is a major theme,
with US broadcasters allegedly self-censoring
to avoid FCC retaliation and Iranian

authorities maintaining a "total internet
blackout" to suppress domestic dissent.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The US "Board of Peace" will likely fail as a
multilateral tool but succeed in monetizing
influence for a narrow set of business
interests, further isolating the US from its
traditional European allies.

» If Meta is found liable for platform design,
it will trigger a cascading collapse of
current business models based on infinite
scroll and predictive algorithms, leading to
a fundamental '"re-architecture" of the
internet.

* The race for critical minerals will lead to a
new form of "Cold War" based on resource
blocks, where nations like Australia and
Canada become central to Western security
strategy.
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* The rapid advancement toward "agentic AI"
will outpace global regulation, leading to
significant market shocks as these systems
begin making autonomous high-stakes
financial decisions.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
military tension in the Persian Gulf as the US
strike group arrives. The Zuckerberg trial will
likely see the release of more "discoverable
records" that could trigger further stock
volatility for Meta and Alphabet.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The June
deadline set by Trump for a Ukraine peace
deal will likely force the Zelensky
administration into a crisis point, potentially
leading to a rupture in US-Ukraine relations if
territorial concessions are forced.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The failure of
multilateralism in Gaza and Ukraine could
lead to a permanent obsolescence of the UN
Security Council, replaced by "transactional
regional blocks. The
"Takaichinomics" model in Japan will either
stabilize as a new standard for export-driven
growth or lead to a significant debt crisis if
the Yen continues its uncontrolled slide.

boards" and

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Regional War with Iran: Trigger: A
failure of the third round of talks combined
with the arrival of the US aircraft carrier

within  striking distance. Likelihood:
Moderate-High. Impact: Catastrophic for
global energy prices. Mitigations:

Calibrating "red lines" to meet realistic
security goals and de-escalating naval
maneuvers.

* Institutional Collapse in Peru: Trigger:
Failure to hold fair general elections in
April or a further surge in organized crime
influence. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Regional instability in South America.
Mitigations: Immediate international
monitoring of the electoral process and
anti-corruption reforms.

Big Tech Systemic Financial Shock:
Trigger: A guilty verdict in the Los Angeles
jury trial leading to multi-billion dollar
damages and forced product recalls.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Severe
impact on the S&P 500. Mitigations:
Proactive "safety by design" settlements
and early adoption of new transparency
standards.

Gaza Famine and Total State Failure:
Trigger: Continued blocking of aid trucks
(below the 600 truck/day minimum) and
destruction of remaining community
kitchens. Likelihood: High. Impact: Massive
loss of life and regional refugee spillover.
Mitigations: Immediate opening of all
crossing points and restoration of UNRWA/
international aid funding.

Artificial Intelligence Labor Market
Displacement: Trigger: The widespread
adoption of "agentic AI" in white-collar
sectors without transitional safety nets.
Likelihood: Moderate-High in the medium
term. Impact: Widespread social unrest and
economic instability. Mitigations:
Establishing baseline labor protections and
"human in the loop" regulatory
requirements.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not detail the specific
military objectives or the actual "ground
truth" of Russian territorial gains versus
Ukrainian counter-offensives.
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e There is a lack of information on the
. ] liti f the E Uni
regarding how they plan to counter the US
"Board of Peace" beyond simple non-
participation.

* The actual status of the "Epstein files"
unredacted names is not confirmed, making
it difficult to distinguish between factual
reports and  speculative  conspiracy
theories.

* The reporting on rural US healthcare
collapse is significant but lacks a detailed
analysis of the legislative causes or planned
federal interventions.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Theatrical" Stalemate

While the media frames the Geneva talks as a
failure, a contrarian view suggests they are a
deliberate "theatrical" performance for a US
audience. Both Russia and Ukraine may be
using the "inconclusive" nature of these talks
to satisfy the Trump administration's demand
for negotiations  while  simultaneously
regrouping for a massive spring offensive,
indicating that neither side has any intention
of a peaceful settlement.

Takaichinomics as a Controlled Burn

The devaluation of the Japanese Yen is framed
as a crisis for locals, but a contrarian analysis
suggests it is a calculated "controlled burn."
By intentionally weakening the currency to
fuel a tourism and export boom, the Japanese
government may be attempting to "hyper-
inflate" away its massive national debt,
sacrificing middle-class buying power for a
long-term reset of the sovereign balance
sheet.

The "Digital Nicotine" Case as a
Corporate Diversion

The focus on child safety and addiction in the

Zuckerberg trial may serve as a diversion
from the more existential threat to Big Tech:
antitrust and data sovereignty. By allowing a
public reckoning on mental health, these
companies may be pre-emptively offering
concessions on ‘"design" to avoid more
damaging regulations that would break their
monopolies  or
infrastructure.

nationalize their data

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for a potential naval
flashpoint in the Persian Gulf; regional

actors should maintain open
communication channels despite stalled
formal talks.

* Economic: Accelerate investment in rare
earth mineral supply chains outside the
China-controlled blocks to mitigate risks of
supply chain weaponization.

* Diplomatic: European and Asian nations
should formalize "Sovereign AI" alliances to
ensure technological autonomy as the US
moves toward a purely transactional model.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Investors should price in
long-term volatility in critical minerals;
businesses reliant on high-tech components
must diversify sourcing immediately.

* Regulatory Compliance: Social media
and gaming firms must move toward
"safety by design" models now to avoid the
catastrophic legal liability demonstrated in
the Zuckerberg case.
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* Capital Allocation: While AI remains a
long-term play, caution is advised regarding

overvalued LLM model companies; shift

capital toward AI infrastructure and data
center physical assets.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is currently dominated by
restrictive measures on technology use and
unilateral executive actions in the US aimed
at deregulation and resource management.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e Australian Social Media Law (2025): A
law blocking access to under 16s with
penalties up to $35 million for non-
compliance.

* French Lower House Bill (Jan 2026):
Passed to ban social media use for those
under 15.

* US Equal Time Rule Modification (Jan
2026): New government guidance
requiring late-night talk shows to provide
equal time to all political candidates.

* China's Minor Mode Regulations:

National rules limiting screen time and

imposing curfews for children.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Zuckerberg Jury Trial (Los Angeles): A
landmark case investigating "addictive
design" and corporate negligence toward
youth mental health.

* India Al Impact Summit: An
international gathering focused on the

ethical use and regulation of "agentic" Al

technologies.

* US Congressional Committee on

Epstein Files: A hearing where AG Pam
Bondy was accused of overseeing a massive
cover-up by redacting suspects and
revealing victims.

KEY STORIES

* Meta/Mark Zuckerberg Jury Trial: Meta

CEO Mark Zuckerberg testifies in a
landmark I.os Angeles j rial regarding
the addictive nature of social media
platforms and their impact on youth mental
health. The trial follows years of parental
activism and whistleblower revelations.

US-Mediated Peace Talks in Geneva:
Inconclusive negotiations between Russia/
Ukraine and US/Iran conclude without
breakthroughs. Key issues include
territorial sovereignty in Donbas and Iran's
missile/proxy networks.

Ramadan in Gaza: Palestinians observe
the holy month amidst continued Israeli
strikes and a  humanitarian crisis
characterized by acute shortages of food,
water, and medicine. UN reporting
indicates more than 600 Palestinians killed
in the last four months.

Trump's "Board of Peace": The US
administration creates a board to oversee
Gaza reconstruction, with $5 billion in
pledges but significant opposition from
European allies who fear it undermines the
UN.

Peruvian Presidential Owusting: Peru's
Congress impeaches Interim President Jose
for corruption just four months into his
term, marking continued extreme political
instability.
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Critical Minerals Race: The US
government pledges $12 billion to break
China's monopoly on rare earth minerals,
forming a trade block with Japan and the
EU to secure high-tech supply chains.

Sudan War Crimes: The UN reports at
least 200 cases of rape used as a weapon of
war by the RSF paramilitary in North
Darfur, with true figures likely much higher.

Death of Jesse Jackson: Civil rights
activist Jesse Jackson dies at 84; President
Trump and others issue statements on his
legacy of fighting for equality.

Japan's Sannai Takaichi
Japan's first female prime minister takes
office and initiates aggressive
"Takaichinomics" to stimulate the economy,
causing a significant drop in the Yen's
value.

sworn in:

Syria Al-Hol Camp Closure: The Syrian
government closes the Al-Hol camp,
transferring 23,000 people to a new site in
northern Aleppo and sending thousands of
male fighters to Iraq for trial.

Epstein Files Fallout: New document
releases from the DOJ link Thomas Pritzker
and other high-profile figures to Jeffrey
Epstein, leading to corporate resignations
and calls for political accountability.

India AI Summit: Global leaders and tech
CEOs meet in New Delhi to discuss the
practical and ethical use of Al, as the era of
"agentic AI" begins to threaten global labor
markets.

Universal Jurisdiction in Chile: A

Chilean court considers war crimes charges
against a former Israeli sniper following his
social media posts during the Al-Shifa
hospital siege.

* US Media Censorship Allegations:
Broadcast networks face censorship
accusations after the FCC investigates
daytime shows and late-night host Stephen
Colbert reports interference from corporate
legal teams.

* Severe Drought in Syria/Jordan:
Farmers in the Yarmuk basin face a total
crop loss as the Abdin dam dries up, with
water prices reaching unsustainable levels
for local populations.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
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connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.l r mail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

ia- - -bri . You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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