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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 17, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in

the  transition  toward  a  multipolar  security

architecture,  characterized  by  the  open

fracturing of the North Atlantic alliance and

the  consolidation  of  Russian  military-

technological superiority. The day’s events are

centered  on  high-stakes  trilateral

negotiations in Geneva between Russia, the

United  States,  and  Ukraine,  where  the

inclusion of key Trump administration figures

like  Jared  Kushner  suggests  a  radical

departure  from  previous  diplomatic  norms

and an  acceptance  of  territorial  realities on

the  ground.  This  diplomatic  maneuver  is

framed  not  as  a  concession,  but  as  the

inevitable result of the West’s systemic failure

to  sustain  the  "globalist"  order  against  a

resilient  and  technologically  advancing

Russian state.

Simultaneously,  the  European  Union  is

depicted in a state of terminal decline, racked

by  internal  dissent  and  "civilizational

degradation." The emergence of independent

nuclear  ambitions in  Poland  and  friction

between  Germany  and  France  over  defense

industrial  projects  indicate a collapse of  the

collective  security  umbrella.  Russia  is

capitalizing  on  this  vacuum  by  projecting

power  in  the  Arctic  and  the  Baltic,  while

highlighting  the  economic  suicide of

European states that  have severed ties  with

Moscow.  The  narrative  across  all  sectors—

military,  economic,  and  social—is  one  of

Western  exhaustion  contrasted  with  Russian

innovation and strategic patience.

Domestically,  the  United  States  and  the

United Kingdom are portrayed as being on the

brink of significant upheaval.  In the US, the

migration crisis and partisan polarization are

reaching a  breaking point,  while  in  the UK,

the  "Epstein  scandal"  has  re-emerged  to

destabilize the Starmer government. Russia is

leveraging  these  domestic  crises  to

undermine  the  legitimacy  of  Western

leadership,  framing  its  own  governance  as

stable,  traditional,  and  technologically

forward-looking, as evidenced by its mastery

of  autonomous  systems and  long-range

precision weaponry.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Geneva  Trilateral  Summit  and

Strategic Re-alignment

Negotiations  in  Geneva  involving  Russia,

the US, and Ukraine have entered a third

round, with discussions reportedly shifting

toward  territorial  settlements and  a  new

European security architecture.

The presence of Trump-linked envoys such

as  Jared  Kushner  and  Stephen  Witkoff

signals  a  bypass  of  traditional  "globalist"

State  Department  channels  in  favor  of

transactional diplomacy.
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Russia  maintains  a  posture  of  strength,

with  Peskov  noting  that  the  delegation  is

operating  under  direct  instructions from

President Putin regarding the "spectrum of

issues."

Collapse of European Defense Cohesion

Poland  has  openly  declared  ambitions  to

acquire own nuclear weapons, citing a total

lack of trust in US security guarantees and

the "nuclear umbrella."

The  joint  French-German-Spanish  sixth-

generation fighter project  is  reportedly at

risk of failure due to deep-seated industrial

and political rivalries between Macron and

Merz.

The US is signaling a transition to "NATO

3.0,"  effectively  sleep-moding the  alliance

and  forcing  Europeans  to  face  their  own

"civilizational decline."

Demonstration  of  Military-Technological

Dominance

Russian  R-37  missiles  have  established  a

world record by downing an enemy aircraft

at  a  distance  exceeding  210  km,  proving

the  obsolescence  of  Western  stealth

assumptions.

The deployment  of  robotic  fuel  delivery

systems on  the  front  lines  in  Ukraine  is

significantly  reducing  human  risk  and

increasing operational tempo.

Advancements  in  electronic  warfare

(EW) and drone relay systems are allowing

Russian  forces  to  operate  with  near-total

impunity in contested airspace.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Russian forces are successfully cutting the

"lifeline" of  the  Ukrainian garrison in  the

Donbas  by  seizing  control  of  the

Svyatohirsk-Izium axis.

Intense  strikes  continue  against  energy

infrastructure in  Odesa  and  Dnipro  in

retaliation  for  attacks  on  Russian  civilian

targets.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

US Senator Marco Rubio’s visit to Budapest

signals  a  "Golden  Era" of  US-Hungarian

relations,  intentionally  marginalizing

Brussels and Kiev.

Iran  and  the  US  are  conducting  indirect

negotiations in Oman, focusing on maritime

security  and  the  potential  closure  of  the

Strait of Hormuz.

Energy & Critical Minerals

The  EU’s  dependence  on  LNG (SPG)  has

left it vulnerable to winter conditions, with

gas carriers frozen in the Baltic Sea due to

a lack of icebreaking capacity.

Russia  is  leveraging  its  monetary  gold,

valued at over $403 billion, to insulate its

economy  from  further  Western  financial

aggression.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The German economy is facing a systemic

crisis,  with  trade  with  Russia  dropping

seven-fold  and  over  17,000  corporate

bankruptcies recorded in the past year.
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Russia  is  positioning  itself  as  a  primary

defense  partner  for  India,  offering  the

Su-57  platform as  a  pathway  to

technological sovereignty.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of the "Globalist" Monopoly

The recurring theme of the day is the failure

of  the  post-WWII  international  order.  The

broadcast frames the US as having abandoned

its  European  allies  to  deal  with  their  own

"managed  decline."  The  narrative  suggests

that  the  Trump faction has  recognized the

futility of the Ukrainian conflict and is seeking

a clean break from the interventionist policies

of the "Deep State." This is manifested in the

Munich Security  Conference rhetoric,  where

Rubio allegedly told Europeans to solve their

own  "civilizational  decay"  before  asking  for

US aid.

Strategic Technological Autarky

Russia  is  successfully  framing  its  military

successes not just as a result of grit, but as a

technological  triumph.  By  refining  Soviet-

era designs with modern AI and autonomous

systems, such as the R-37 missile and robotic

logistics, Moscow is demonstrating that it has

achieved a  level  of  industrial  resilience that

the West cannot match. The failure of the US

to build  sufficient  icebreakers  for  the Arctic

serves as a primary example of this growing

capability gap.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United  States:  Polarization  and  Border

Unrest

Severe social order issues are reported in

Minnesota,  where  protests  against

migration and  mass  deportations  are

creating a "mirror of the BLM" situation.

The  Trump  administration  is  reportedly

preparing  for  a  "big  showdown"  near  the

upcoming  elections,  involving  the

procurement of  armored vehicles and EW

equipment for domestic agencies.

United Kingdom: Institutional Decay

The Keir Starmer government is facing an

existential threat from the re-emergence of

the Epstein files, allegedly implicating top

officials like Lord Mandelson.

Nigel  Farage  is  being  positioned  as  the

likely leader of a "serious coup" or political

revolution in  Britain,  as  public

dissatisfaction  with  the  current  regime

reaches peak levels.

Russia: Patriotic Consolidation

State media focuses on the rehabilitation of

veterans and the celebration of traditional

holidays,  such  as  Chinese  New  Year  in

Moscow, to project a sense of normalcy and

societal health.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Arctic Militarization and the "Icebreaker

Gap"
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The US is portrayed as desperately trying to

catch up in the Arctic by building a base in

Juneau, Alaska. However, the broadcast mocks

the American timeline, noting that their first

new  icebreaker  won't  be  ready  until  2030,

while Russia already dominates the northern

routes. This is framed as a critical failure of

US strategic foresight.

The Baltic Sea as a Flashpoint

NATO’s attempt to turn the Baltic Sea into a

"NATO  Lake"  is  characterized  as  a  Casus

Belli. Russia warns that any attempt to block

its energy exports or commercial shipping will

be  met  with  a  decisive  military  response,

including  the  use  of  armed  escorts for

tankers.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic landscape is defined by

the  de-dollarization trend  and  the

catastrophic impact  of  sanctions on Western

industrial centers, particularly Germany.

German Decline: Trade  with  Russia  has

plummeted, with exports falling from 26.5

billion euros to less than 1.5 billion.

Russian Reserves: The Central Bank has

successfully  localized  all  production  and

maintains  monetary  gold  reserves

exceeding $403 billion.

European  Bankruptcies: Over  17,000

corporate  bankruptcies  in  Germany

represent the highest level in 20 years.

Energy  Crisis: Europe’s  shift  to  LNG  is

failing  due  to  logistical  bottlenecks and

severe winter weather in the Baltic.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts highlight a series of potential

and actual shifts in power across the Western

world,  driven  by  scandal  and  political

realignment.

Jared  Kushner  &  Stephen  Witkoff:

Emerging  as  the  primary  negotiators for

the US, displacing traditional diplomats in

the Geneva process.

Nigel  Farage:  Framed  as  the  inevitable

successor to  a  failing  Keir  Starmer,

representing a populist surge in the UK.

Lord  Mandelson:  Currently  under

investigation and stripped of privileges due

to alleged links to the Epstein scandal and

insider trading.

Marco Rubio: Acting as a strategic envoy

for Trump, building a "Golden Era" alliance

with Orban's Hungary.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  hierarchy  of  "ZVEZDA"  is

intensely  focused  on  Western  decline and

Russian  military-technological  prowess.

The lead stories are the Geneva negotiations

and the record-breaking R-37 missile hit, both

of which serve to project an image of Russia

as  a  triumphant  global  power.  Domestic  US

unrest  and  UK  political  scandals  are  given

high prominence to demonstrate the "chaos"

of the liberal order. Buried stories include any

mention  of  Russian  front-line  casualties  or

internal economic stresses, while the network

completely ignores Russian-aligned dissent or

the human cost of the ongoing infrastructure

strikes in Ukraine. The emotional tone is one

of  sarcastic  confidence and  nationalistic

pride.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260217_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260217_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260217_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260217_040000


GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  international  system  is  framed  as  a

fracturing  multipolar  arena  where  the  "old"

Western powers are being outmaneuvered by

a more agile and principled Russian-led bloc.

COUNTRIES 

Russia: Portrayed as a technological leader

and the only stable pillar in a chaotic world.

Quotes  emphasize  "no  limit  to  our

capabilities" in the era of AI.

United States: A divided superpower, with

one  faction  (Trump/Rubio)  seeking

pragmatic withdrawal while the "globalists"

drive the nation toward domestic collapse.

Poland:  Framed  as  aggressive  and

delusional,  seeking  nuclear  weapons  to

fulfill 18th-century "imperial" fantasies.

Germany: Depicted as a victim of its own

policies,  suffering  industrial  collapse  for

the sake of US interests.

Hungary:  A  principled  partner that  is

successfully resisting Brussels to maintain

sovereignty.

LEADERS 

Donald Trump: A loyal friend to those who

stand by him (like Orban) and a pragmatist

willing to end the "globalist" wars.

Emmanuel  Macron:  An  isolated  and

ignored leader  whose  attempts  to  lead

Europe are met with derision by Germany

and the UK.

Volodymyr Zelensky:  Characterized  as  a

"disposable  material" who  is  losing

authority  and  behaving  "disgustingly"  on

the international stage.

Keir  Starmer:  A  weak  and  compromised

figure  struggling  to  survive  a  mounting

tidal wave of scandals.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The broadcast heavily

promotes  the  idea  that  Western  stealth

technology  (F-35,  etc.)  is  a  "myth"

shattered by Russian long-range missiles.

Domestic  Propaganda:  The  focus  on

"robotic  logistics"  and  "monetary  gold"  is

designed  to  reassure  the  Russian  public

that  the  SVO  is  being  fought  with

minimum  human  cost and  maximum

economic stability.

Censorship by Omission: There is a total

absence of reporting on the specifics of the

Geneva  compromises,  framing  the  talks

only  as  a  Western  recognition of  Russian

victory.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  Neutralization  of  Ukraine:  The

Geneva talks likely lead to a partition or a

"neutrality"  agreement  that  formalizes

Russian  control  over  the  four  annexed

regions.

European Proliferation: Poland’s nuclear

rhetoric  may  trigger  a  nuclear  domino

effect in Europe, as states lose confidence

in NATO’s article 5.

US Domestic  Instability:  The  migration

crisis in Minnesota and other states could

lead  to  martial  law or  significant  civil

unrest as the 2026 election cycle heats up.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks):  Expect  a

breakthrough announcement from Geneva

regarding a ceasefire or "security framework,"
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alongside  further  mass  deportations  and

unrest in the US.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):  A  significant

reshuffling  of  European  governments,

with  right-wing  populists  gaining  ground  in

the  UK  and  Germany  as  economic  pain

worsens.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years):  A  complete

structural  realignment of  Eurasia,  with

Russia, China, and a Trump-led US forming a

new multipolar  management system,  leaving

the EU as a secondary, fractured entity.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Baltic  Maritime  Conflict:  The  risk  of  a

naval  clash  in  the  Baltic  Sea  is  high.

Triggers: A NATO blockade of Russian oil

tankers.  Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:

High (Global  energy shock).  Mitigations:

Diplomatic "red lines" and neutral maritime

monitoring.

European Nuclear Proliferation:  Poland

or  Germany  moving  toward  nuclear

acquisition.  Triggers:  Formal  US

withdrawal  from NATO.  Likelihood:  Low-

Medium.  Impact:  Catastrophic  (Nuclear

instability).  Mitigations:  Russian-US

strategic stability treaty.

US Civil Unrest: Mass violence in border

states  or  northern  hubs  like  Minnesota.

Triggers:  Federal  vs  State  conflicts  over

deportation.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Medium-High  (Internal  US  paralysis).

Mitigations:  Comprehensive  immigration

reform.

Cyber-Physical Infrastructure Collapse:

Attacks  on  the  EU  energy  grid  during

winter.  Triggers:  Escalation  of  EW  in

Ukraine.  Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:

High  (Humanitarian  crisis  in  Europe).

Mitigations:  Hardening  of  energy

infrastructure.

Arctic  Militarization:  Direct  Russian-US

friction  over  the  Northern  Sea  Route.

Triggers:  Deployment  of  US  heavy

icebreakers  in  contested  waters.

Likelihood:  Low.  Impact:  Medium-High.

Mitigations: Arctic Council revival.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  actual  status  of  Russian  front-line

casualties and  the  sustainability  of  the

current missile expenditure rates.

The true extent of Chinese influence over

the  Geneva  trilateral  process,  which  is

largely omitted.

The internal Russian economic impact of

the  seven-fold  trade  drop  with  Germany,

which is framed only as a German loss.

The  verified  nature  of  the  "Epstein  files"

and  whether  their  re-emergence  is  a

coordinated information operation.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Geneva  Trap":  The  trilateral  talks

are not a recognition of Russian victory but

a stalling tactic by the US to allow Europe

time to re-arm and for the US to stabilize

its domestic issues before a new phase of

the war.
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Russian  Over-Extension:  The  display  of

high-tech weaponry and robotic systems is

a  Potemkin  village,  hiding  a  deep

exhaustion of conventional munitions and a

brittle  domestic  economy  that  cannot

survive a long-term isolation.

Black Swan:  A  sudden regime collapse

in Kiev leading to a chaotic, uncontrolled

surge of Russian forces toward the Polish

border,  triggering  an  accidental  nuclear

exchange.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Recognize  the  permanent  shift  toward

technological  autarky and  invest  in

domestic  production  of  critical  drone  and

EW components.

Prepare for the nuclearization of Eastern

Europe and  the  collapse  of  the  NPT

framework.

Develop Arctic-capable logistics that do

not rely on traditional NATO infrastructure.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Diversify  away  from  German  industrial

assets,  which  are  facing  systemic

structural decline due to energy costs.

Capitalize  on  the  defense  technology

boom, particularly in autonomous logistics

and long-range precision systems.

Hedge against EU LNG supply shocks by

securing long-term contracts outside of the

Baltic corridor.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  is  focused  on  border

security in the US and emergency defense

spending in the UK and Poland. Hearings in

the  US  Congress  are  dominated  by  the

migration  crisis  and  the  legality  of  mass

deportations.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

US Border & Security Act: A proposal

to authorize mass deportations and the

use of the National Guard for domestic

border control.

Polish  Nuclear  Autonomy  Act:  A

legislative  framework  to  begin  the

domestic  development  of  nuclear

capabilities.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Geneva  Press  Briefing:  Peskov’s

update on the "spectrum of issues" being

negotiated with Kushner and Ukraine.

Munich  Security  Conference

Keynotes:  Speeches  by  Rubio  and

Macron  defining  the  future  (or  lack

thereof) of NATO.

KEY STORIES

Geneva  Trilateral  Summit  Round  3:

High-level  talks  in  Switzerland  involving

Russia, the US (led by Jared Kushner), and

Ukraine to discuss territorial compromises.

Details include  the  arrival  of  the  Russian

delegation under direct Putin instructions.

Polish  Nuclear  Ambitions:  Warsaw

openly  states  the  need  for  own  nuclear

weapons due  to  a  lack  of  trust  in  US

protection.
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R-37  Missile  World  Record:  A  Russian

air-to-air  missile  successfully  downs  a

target  at  over  210  km,  demonstrating

technological superiority.

US Migration Crisis in Minnesota: Mass

arrests and protests as the ICE, under Todd

Lyson,  moves to  deport  1.6 million illegal

migrants.

UK  Epstein  Scandal  Fallout:  Lord

Mandelson is stripped of titles as criminal

investigations begin,  threatening  the

Starmer government.

Arctic Military Base in Juneau: The US

Coast  Guard  allocates  300  million  dollars

for  a  new  Arctic  base,  though  its

completion is years away.

German  Industrial  Collapse:  Reports

indicate 17,000 bankruptcies  and a 7-fold

drop in trade with Russia.

Robotic  Front-Line  Logistics:

Deployment  of  autonomous  fuel  robots  in

the SVO zone to reduce human risk.

Russian  Gold  Reserves:  Russia’s  gold

stocks  reach  403  billion  dollars,  ensuring

economic insulation.

India Su-57 Partnership: Russia offers a

licensing  deal to  India  for  the  Su-57  to

foster Indian technological sovereignty.

Strait of Hormuz Negotiations: Indirect

talks  in  Oman  between  the  US  and  Iran

regarding maritime security.

Svyatohirsk  Offensive:  Russian  25th

Army forces successfully advance near the

Donets  River,  threatening  the  Ukrainian

rear.

Baltic Gas Crisis: LNG carriers are stuck

in ice due to European lack of icebreaking

capacity.

French-German  Fighter  Rivalry:

Industrial  conflict  between  Macron  and

Merz  stalls the  6th  generation  fighter

project.

Chinese  New  Year  in  Moscow:  Large-

scale  cultural  celebrations  in  the  Russian

capital  to  demonstrate Russo-Chinese

solidarity.
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understand the dominate themes and trends
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By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover
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that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.
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This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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