TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

TVPINFO

FEBRUARY 17, 2026

E G D E L T P R O J E C

Q../ /o

“POLAND AT THE CROSSROADS:

A HIGH-STAKES STRATEGIC PIVOT AMIDST DEFENSE

MOBILIZATION AND INTERNAL FACTIONAL COLLAPSE

T

NN
Q

NATIONAL SURVIVAL

( INSTITUTIONAL DECAY
& EXTERNAL THREATS

]

| & INTERNAL INSTABILITY

§

/>

HE NUCLEAR AMBITION:

Newstart Expired, Pursuing *=¢
Deterrence (US Sharing, European =
Umbrella, or Independent Arsenal)?

\¢ Precarious, Far-Right Surge
& o= (Confederation)

SAFE DEFENSE PROGRAM:
€44 Billion EU Loans for Domestic
Arms (Huta Stalowa Wola) &

=== Anti-Drone Systems (San)

\/\

CONSTITUTIONAL MELTDOWN:

‘Two-State’ Legal Reality, Neo-Judge

Controversy, Supreme Court & KRS
Deadlock, Eroding Public Trust

RUSSIAN HYBRID
‘Disposable Sabotage’ via Social
Media Recruitment (Telegram), Rail
Vulnerabilities, Al Disinformation

72X\ UNIFIL WITHDRAWAL:
V@‘@I Troops leaving Lebanon,

\i\“\//\ %V shifting to Home-Defense-

Only Posture
OUTLOOK & IMPLICATIONS:

w A PRECARIOUS FUTURE

) LEGISLATIVE DEADLOCK:
ﬂ Presidential Veto Risk, Cabinet Decrees vs. Tribunal Paralysis

fr“’* SABOTAGE ESCALATION:
Targeting Telecoms & Power Grids before 2027 Elections

N i 7\ SOVEREIGN DEBT TRAP vs. STRATEGIC AUTONOMY:
~_A= Balancing EU Loans with National Security Independence

ECONOMIC PRESSURES:
‘War Economy’ Transition,
Agricultural Crisis (80% Import Drop,
25% Price Hike), Debt Burden Fears

4




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

TVPINFO

FEBRUARY 17, 2026

POLAND NAVIGATES A HIGH-
STAKES STRATEGIC PIVOT AMIDST
DEFENSE MOBILIZATION AND
INTERNAL FACTIONAL COLLAPSE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting from February 17, 2026, reveals
a Poland at a critical strategic crossroads,
simultaneously managing a massive military
buildup, a deepening domestic constitutional
crisis, and an increasingly aggressive Russian
hybrid warfare campaign. The primary
narrative arc of the day is defined by the
tension between mnational survival and
institutional decay. While the government
pushes for the unprecedented Safe defense
rogram—a multi-billion euro EU-funded
initiative—President Karol Nawrocki has
fundamentally shifted the national security
conversation by advocating for nuclear
weapons access, either through US nuclear
sharing or an independent program. This push
toward "hard power" is framed as a necessary
response to the expiration of the Newstart
Treaty and the growing nuclear reach of
Russia and China.

Simultaneously, the domestic political center
is fracturing. The Poland 2050 party is in a

state of open collapse following the
resignation of key founders like Michat
Kobosko, leaving the governing coalition’s
legislative mandate increasingly fragile. This
political instability is compounded by a
systemic deadlock in the judiciary, where
the "neo-judge" controversy and the struggle
over the National Council of the Judiciary
(KRS) have led to a reality where legal
rulings are being systematically invalidated,
creating a state of "legal chaos" that directly
threatens civil order. The convergence of
these factors suggests that Poland's ability to
project power and maintain security is being
undermined from within just as external
threats peak.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Push for Polish Nuclear
Capabilities: President Karol Nawrocki
has initiated a divisive debate on the
necessity of a Polish nuclear deterrent. The
discourse focuses on three paths: joining
the US sharing program,
adopting a French-led European nuclear
umbrella, or developing an independent
arsenal. The administration frames this as a
response to Russia’s deployment of nuclear
warheads in Belarus.

nuclear

* Approval of the "Safe" (Sejf) Defense
Program: The EU has greenlit a plan for
Poland to receive approximately 44 billion
Euro in low-interest loans for military
modernization. This funding is slated for
anti-drone systems (San), artillery, and
satellite reconnaissance. However, the
opposition (PiS) is threatening a
presidential veto, arguing it increases
German influence and compromises
sovereignty.
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* Systemic Sabotage and Hybrid Warfare:
Polish authorities arrested a 25-year-old
Moldovan citizen in Putawy after he
tampered with a strategic fuel train
heading to Ukraine. This incident is
identified as the third act of rail sabotage in
three months, linked to  Russian
intelligence recruiting vulnerable
individuals via Telegram.

* Collapse of Poland 2050 (Polska 2050):
The party is experiencing a mass exodus of
its leadership and parliamentary members.
Pawetl Zalewski and Michal Kobosko have
exited, citing the "privatization" of the
party and a departure from democratic
standards. This shift suggests a looming
reconfiguration of the governing coalition.

* End of UNIFIL Mandate in Lebanon:
The UN has confirmed that the UNIFIL
mission in southern Lebanon, which
includes 250 Polish troops, will expire on
December 31, 2026. Polish troops currently
monitor a highly volatile border where
cross-border fire between Israel and
Hezbollah remains a daily reality.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The Polish
military is on an aggressive modernization
path, with the "Safe" program allocating 80%
of funds to domestic weapons firms like Huta
Stalowa Wola. This domestic focus aims to
achieve strategic autonomy from external
suppliers while simultaneously providing a
nuclear deterrent discussion that was
previously a fringe topic but is now
mainstream.

Critical Infrastructure Security The arrest
of the Moldovan operative highlighting rail
vulnerabilities exposes a major gap in
Poland’s security architecture. Intelligence

experts admit it is impossible to monitor the

entire rail network, making them easy targets
for low-cost, high-impact sabotage wusing
recruited "expendable" assets from social
media.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The emergence of
Donald Trump’s "Peace Council" (Rada
Pokoju) has created a rift between the Polish
Presidency and the Cabinet. The government
has refused full membership, sending only an
observer (Marcin Przydacz), while President
Nawrocki favors deeper engagement to
maintain a strong personal rapport with

Trump independent of EU consensus.

Global Health & Biosecurity A localized
biosecurity risk is emerging as cases of
Dengue fever (hemorrhagic fever) are being
diagnosed in Polish hospitals, specifically in
Krakéow. This is currently linked to travelers
returning from Asia, but the severity of the
symptoms among the youth is causing
medical concern.

Information Warfare & Disinformation
The broadcasting highlights a sophisticated
disinformation environment. PiS is accused of
using Al-generated images to smear
political rivals (e.g., Kosiniak-Kamysz), while
state-controlled media is actively debunking
manipulated quotes regarding
partnership legislation. Additionally, "cloned"
versions of US diplomatic statements have
been debunked as Al fakes.

Ssame-sex

Macroeconomics & Trade The agricultural
sector is under severe stress. Fertilizer
imports have plummeted by 80%, leading to
price hikes of 25% compared to two-year
averages. This is attributed to CO2 emission
fees and protectionist tariffs, threatening the
viability of spring sowings.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Nuclearization of Polish Security
Doctrine The most significant trend is the
rapid normalization of nuclear ambition.
What was once strategic unthinkable is now a
daily policy debate. This transition is framed
not as aggression but as defensive survival
in a world where international treaties like
Newstart are dead. The transcripts show a
deliberate attempt to prepare the Polish
public for a multi-decade commitment to high-
cost, high-risk nuclear infrastructure.

The Weaponization of the
Disenfranchised Russian intelligence has
moved away from high-level "classic"
espionage toward a model of disposable
sabotage. By recruiting non-nationals or
marginalized individuals via apps like
Telegram for as little as $200-$300, they have
created a low-cost, high-frequency threat that
overwhelms traditional counter-intelligence.
This "mercantile" approach to sabotage
suggests that no piece of infrastructure—from
rail switches to local electrical substations
—is safe.

Constitutional Meltdown and the "Two-
State" Reality Poland is effectively operating
under two parallel legal systems. The
debate over the Supreme Court (SN) and the
KRS has reached a point where the validity of
basic civil rulings (divorces, property deeds)
depends on which judge—"neo" or "old"—
signed the paper. This isn't just a political
spat; it is a breakdown of the social contract
where citizens cannot trust the finality of the
law, creating a vacuum that fuels public
cynicism and extremist polling surges.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The internal stability of the governing
coalition is currently precarious. The
collapse of Poland 2050—once the pillar of
the modern center—is described by
commentators as an unavoidable end to the
party’s current form. Internal polling suggests
that the Civic Coalition (KO) is
consolidating power leading with 32.5%, but
the surge of the far-right Confederation
(Konfederacja) to 13% and its Crown faction
to 10% indicates that the populist right is
successfully capitalizing on the chaos in the
center.

Institutional decay is most visible in the
Constitutional Tribunal, which remains a
"PiS-occupied" body that continues to issue
rulings beyond its competence to protect
former officials. This has resulted in a
legislative paralysis where the government
attempts to pass reforms (like the KRS bill),
but Presidential resistance and Tribunal

interference ensure that no reform is actually

implemented. The citizenry’s trust in courts
has dropped by 10 percentage points in a

single year, with 57% expressing active
distrust.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Poland’s global posture is increasingly

unilateralist when it comes to security. While
it maintains a facade of EU/NATO unity, the
push for nuclear sharing and the "Safe"
program’s focus on Polish-only defense
firms shows a desire to be the "Israel of the
East"—a fortress state capable of surviving
regardless of Western alliance shifts. This is a
direct reaction to the perception of the US as
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an unstable ally under Trump and the EU as a
slow-moving bureaucracy.

Framing of the "outside world" is uniformly
hostile: Russia is a persistent kinetic threat;
the US is a transactional partner whose
loyalty must be bought with multi-billion
dollar contracts; and Germany is a
competitor using "EU solidarity" as a front for
economic colonization. Poland's participation
in the UNIFIL mission in Lebanon is
presented as a diplomatic chip that is
becoming too expensive to maintain, leading
to the planned 2026 withdrawal.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Poland’s economy is transitioning into a war
economy footing, driven by massive debt-
funded military procurement. While the "Safe"
program offers favorable terms (3% interest
over 45 years), it introduces a debt burden
that the opposition claims will haunt future
generations. Inflation in the agricultural
sector is the most immediate domestic
pressure point.

* Agriculture Inflation: Fertilizer costs
have risen by 25% in 12 months, squeezing
farm margins already hit by lower grain
prices.

Defense Loans: Approval of 44 billion

Euro in EU loans guarantees funding for
139 key military projects.

* Labor Market Regulations: The
government is redefining "mobbing" to
recurring behaviors from
superiors or peers, while Electronic Sick
Leave (L4) rules are being tightened to
allow for check-ins by ZUS during "daily

activities" like grocery shopping.

include

* Trade Transparency: New laws requiring
flag labeling for all bulk fruits and

vegetables took effect today, aimed at

favoring Polish producers over cheaper
Argentine or Spanish imports.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The current political climate is characterized
by high-profile exits and the tactical
positioning of ministers. The day’s events
show a consolidation around the KO faction at
the expense of its junior coalition partners.

* Michal Kobosko: Resigned from Poland
2050 citing ideological drift; he remains in
the European Parliament but is now
politically independent.

* Pawel Zalewski: Left Poland 2050 to
become an independent MP focusing
exclusively on his role in the Ministry of
Defense.

* Karol Nawrocki (President): Navigating
a narrow path by supporting Trump’s
"Peace Council" through Marcin Przydacz
while avoiding a direct clash with Tusk on
Gaza troop deployments.

* Zbigniew Ziobro: Formally accused of
crimes warranting the Tribunal of State,

but his reported presence in Hungary

suggests he is successfully evading
prosecution.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s hierarchy reflects a fear-
inducing security narrative. The lead
stories were consistently the nuclear debate
and Russian sabotage, designed to maintain
a high state of public anxiety. Domestic
political infighting was used to paint the
opposition (PiS) as unpatriotic
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obstructionists who would rather see Poland
defenseless than accept EU loans. Reassuring
segments on Polish peacekeepers and
successful river ice-breaking were used as
counter-weights to provide a sense of state
competence. Notably, the network completely
omitted the specific terms of the "Donbas
Free Zone" proposal being discussed in
Geneva, focusing instead on abstract

torial i o

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The transcripts reveal a shift toward
skeptical realism regarding international
institutions and a reliance on transactional
"strongman" relations.

* Russia: Portrayed as an  existential
predator and incompetent but dangerous.
Reports emphasize their "cowardly" use of
disposable operatives for sabotage while
their military struggles in Ukraine.

* USA (Trump): Portrayed as a chaotic and
egocentric actor who must be managed
through flattery and participation in
vanity projects like the "Peace Council" to
avoid a total US withdrawal from Europe
which would be catastrophic.

France (Macron): Framed as a strategic
alternative to the US, offering a nuclear
umbrella that Poland should entertain to
diversify its security portfolio.

* United Nations: Portrayed as a wealk,
"lame" organization paralyzed by the
Veto power of Russia and China, explaining
why Poland must look elsewhere for
security.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The information space is characterized by
high-frequency domestic psy-ops. PiS is
using "fear of the other" (anti-immigrant, anti-
German) and AI manipulation to maintain its
core base against the governing coalition.
Conversely, the current government is
framing all opposition to the "Safe" defense
program as pro-Russian sabotage,
effectively equating budgetary dissent with
treason. The "meta-narrative" of the day is
that truth is malleable, as evidenced by the
Al-generated fake footage of Trump and
Nawrocki which was widely circulated by
partisan actors before being debunked.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Legislative Deadlock: If President
Nawrocki vetos the Safe program, the
government will likely pivot to Cabinet-
level decrees to bypass him, leading to a
direct constitutional crisis by summer
2026.

Coalition Re-alignment: The collapse of
Poland 2050 will force Donald Tusk to
seek support from Leftist (Lewica) or PSL
defectors, potentially making the
government more ideologically polarized.

* Sabotage Escalation: As recruitment
costs remain low ($200/target), expect an
escalation to telecommunications and
power g¢rid targets using social media
recruits before the 2027 elections.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect arrests
of more foreign nationals as Operacja
Tor (rail protection) expands. Presidential
decision on the Safe program will trigger
either a military funding surge or a legal
standoff.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The start of
Polish-French nuclear dialogues will
strain  relations with the Trump
administration, who will view it as
European "decoupling."
agricultural protests due to fertilizer prices
will likely peak during spring planting.

Domestic

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent
withdrawal from UNIFIL and other
peacekeeping missions will signal Poland’s
total pivot to a home-defense-only
posture. The Afghan war lessons of "never
again fighting for others" will become the
dominant military culture.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Critical Infrastructure Collapse: High
risk of catastrophic derailment or energy
blackout. Triggers: Social media
recruitment of local laborers for low-tech
sabotage. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Severe economic and logistical disruption.
Mitigation: Expansion of Operacja Tor
and better monitoring of Telegram-based
recruitment rings mentioned by experts.

* Judicial Meltdown: Breakdown of civil law

due to neo-judge controversy. Triggers:
Mass invalidation of property or divorce
rulings by the  Supreme Court.
Likelihood: Certain (already occurring).
Impact: Massive legal liability and social
unrest. Mitigation: Passing the Unified
Status of Judges act, which requires a

Presidential signature.

Nuclear Proliferation Backlash:
Diplomatic isolation or Russian pre-emptive
posturing. Triggers: Formal announcement
of Polish nuclear sharing request.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Escalation
of Russian missile threats in the border
regions. Mitigation: Embedding nuclear
goals within a r r EU/French
framework to share the political risk.

* Agricultural Insolvency: Widespread

farm bankruptcies. Triggers: Continuation
of 80% fertilizer import deficit through the
spring.  Likelihood: High. Impact:
National food security risks and violent
rural protests. Mitigation: Emergency
government  subsidies for domestic
fertilizer production.

Cyber-Physical Hybrid Attacks: Malware
targeting technical schools and
infrastructure = management. Triggers:
Deployment of the already identified
"malicious software" on university
workstations. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Theft of strategic defense IP and grid
manipulation. Mitigation: Rapid
deployment of Safe program cyber-
security assets.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Gaza Observer Role: The network fails to
explain what specific
observer in Trump’s Peace Council actually
has, or what Poland's specific economic
interests in the region might be.

influence an

Funding the Nuclear Program: While the
"Safe" program is debt-funded, there is
zero mention of how a multi-decade
independent nuclear program (costing
billions) would be financed alongside
existing social obligations.

The Role of China: The transcripts
mention China’s nuclear reach but fail to
address Poland's growing trade deficit or
how nuclear ambitions might impact the
Silk Road rail link traversing Poland.

* Youth Mental Health funding: Reports
on the "Niebieskie Trampki" program
highlight a 2,500 person surge in youth
seeking help but omit the source of long-
term funding once the pilot ends.

The Black Swan - The "Pulawy Variant":
A successful chemical sabotage at a plant
like Putawy Azoty (the site of the Moldovan
arrest) could cause a mass-casualty event
that forces Poland to trigger NATO Article
5 not for a border incursion, but for a
"hybrid  massacre," leading to an
uncontrolled escalation cycle.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Poland must immediately

decentralize its rail monitoring to local
WOT (Territorial Defense) units to counter
low-cost "Telegram recruits."

Economic: Accelerate the Safe program
implementation via executive decision to
bypass the likely Presidential veto and
secure 2026 military production.

Diplomatic: Use the observer role in
Trump’s Peace Council to pivot toward
bilateral security guarantees that bypass

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

the fractured UN system.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The "Safe" Program as a Sovereign
Debt Trap: Critics argue that accepting 44
billion Euro in EU-directed loans is not a

* Supply Chain: Agricultural firms must
anticipate a three-year fertilizer

defense win but a tactical surrender, as it
forces Poland to buy EU-designed weapons
instead of superior US or Korean platforms,
effectively capping Polish military
capability at "European standards."

Nuclear Sharing as a Russian Baiting
Strategy: A contrarian view suggests the
nuclear debate is performative, intended
to provoke a Russian reaction that justifies
even higher military spending and more
authoritarian domestic controls, rather
than a genuine attempt to gain warheads.

shortage and invest in alternative high-
yield precision farming techs to offset

rising costs.

Regulatory Compliance: Retailers must
immediately implement flag-based origin
labeling to avoid heavy fines from the
Trade Quality Inspection (IJJHARS).

Capital Allocation: Invest in anti-drone
(San) and electronic warfare startups, as
the 80% domestic spending requirement in
the "Safe" program will create a massive
liquidity pool for the Polish defense sector.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day saw a high volume of regulatory and
security-focused policy shifts, ranging from
military loans to labor rights. Key legislative
activity included the Safe defense budget

approval and the Unified Status of Judges
debate.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The Safe Defense Plan: EU-approved
legislation providing 44 billion Euro for
military projects. Intent: Rapid
militarization and strategic autonomy.

Status: Pending Presidential action.

* Labor Law Amendment (Mobbing):
Broadens the definition of workplace
harassment. Intent: Enhanced worker
protection and standardized legal

consequences.

* L4 Usage Regulations: New rules
effective April 2026. Intent: To reduce
absenteeism fraud by allowing ZUS to
check "daily necessity" activities during
sick leave.

* Agricultural Land Deregulation:
Simplifies the purchase of farm property by
entrepreneurs. Intent: To facilitate easier

investment in rural infrastructure.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e Senate Defense Committee (1:00 PM):
Joint session on Safe program with
Zbigniew Bogucki. Strategic Intent:
Reconciling Presidential amendments with
government funding timelines.

* United Nations Global Compact
Briefing: Kamil Wyszkowski on Polish-UN
mission efficacy. Strategic Intent:
Defending Poland's "Blue Helmet"
reputation amidst withdrawal plans.

Cabinet Press Conference: Adam Sztapka
on coalition stability and anti-sabotage
efforts. Strategic Intent: Minimizing the
perception of internal weakness.

KEY STORIES

The Nuclear Crossroads: A

comprehensive debate on Poland’s nuclear
future, involving President Nawrocki, the
Ministry of Defense, and military experts
like Gen. Jarostaw Kraszewski. Focuses on

the Newstart expiration and the failure of

international treaties.

The "Safe" Program Controversy:
Detailed breakdown of the 44 billion Euro
EU loan for defense. Explores the split
between the PiS opposition and the
governing coalition over sovereignty and
German influence.

Pulawy Train Sabotage: Coverage of the
arrest of a Moldovan operative caught

tampering with a fuel train to Ukraine. Tied

to a broader Russian hybrid war targeting
Polish rail infrastructure.
The Fragmentation of Poland 2050:

Analysis of the resignations of Michat
Kobosko and Pawetl Zalewski. Explores the

internal "power struggle" and the shift of
MPs to independent status.
The 2026 UNIFIL Exit: Confirmation that

Polish troops will end their 50-year
presence on the Israel-Lebanon border by

December 31, 2026, as the UN mandate
expires.

The Judiciary Deadlock: Deep dive into
the invalidation of legal rulings due to the
"neo-judge" crisis and the war over the

ional ncil of th ici KR

Agricultural Price Crisis: Reporting on
the 80% drop in nitrogen fertilizer imports
and its impact on the spring sowing season.
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* The Trump "Peace Council": Coverage of
Poland’s observer status at the Geneva
talks and the administration's refusal to

send troops to Gaza.

* Russian Drone and Missile Wave:
Analysis of the latest 30-missile, 400-drone
attack on Ukrainian energy infrastructure
and the resulting Polish air force scramble.

* Dengue Fever in Krakow: Hospitalization
of two teenagers with hemorrhagic fever
after travel to Asia, raising local health
concerns.

* Food Origin Labeling Law: The launch of
the mandatory flag-labeling system for bulk
produce to support Polish farmers.

* Vistula Ice-Breaking
Monitoring of five
Grudziadz to prevent
following a severe winter.

* Mount Rysy Climbing Accident: Survival
of a climber who fell 100 meters after a leg
cramp, used as a public safety warning
regarding winter gear.

Operations:
ice-breakers in
spring floods

* Gaza Humanitarian Mission Debate:
Polling of citizens in Bartoszyce and Kielce
on whether Poland should participate in

postwar reconstruction in the Middle East.

* The "Social Media" Spy Recruitment:
Expert analysis of how Russian intelligence
recruits Polish residents via mercantile
social media ads for low-level sabotage.

* Constitutional Tribunal Conflict:
Reporting on the illegal occupancy of judge
roles and the partisan blocking of

* Bison Crop Damage in Podlasie: Report

on 6 million PIN in damages caused by

roaming bison and the new drone-based
scaring methods being deployed.

* Alimony Enforcement Crisis: Discussion

of Poland’s 290,000 alimony debtors and
he failure of bailiff enforcemen
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For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
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You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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