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BRINKMANSHIP IN GENEVA AS

IRAN SHOWCASES NAVAL "SMART

CONTROL" AMIDST REGIONAL

ESCALATIONS AND A

CONTROVERSIAL ISRAELI LAND

GRAB IN THE WEST BANK.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The strategic landscape on February 17, 2026,

is  dominated  by  a  high-stakes  dichotomy

between indirect  diplomatic  talks  in  Geneva

and  aggressive  military  posturing  in  the

Persian  Gulf.  Iran  is  actively  engaging  in  a

second round of nuclear negotiations with the

United  States,  mediated  by  Oman,  while

simultaneously  conducting  large-scale  naval

drills to demonstrate "smart control" over the

Strait  of  Hormuz.  This  dual-track  approach

serves  as  a  form  of  "coercive  diplomacy,"

where  Tehran  signals  its  willingness  to

discuss  technical  nuclear  limits  while

maintaining  a  "cocked  pistol" readiness  to

shut down global energy corridors should the

U.S.  or  Israel  initiate  limited  strikes.  The

memory of a "12-day war" in June 2025 looms

large,  with  Iranian  analysts  framing  it  as  a

demonstration  of  missile  superiority that

shattered the myth of Western invincibility.

Simultaneously,  regional  tensions  are  being

exacerbated by an Israeli cabinet decision to

begin  land  registration in  "Area  C"  of  the

occupied West  Bank,  a  move condemned by

over 80 countries as de facto annexation. This

occurs  as  the  Trump administration  floats  a

controversial  "Gaza  Riviera" redevelopment

plan,  which  critics  argue  ignores  the

humanitarian catastrophe on the ground and

seeks to profit from a "crime scene." Domestic

sentiment  in  Iran  is  being  heavily  managed

around  the  47th  anniversary  of  the  Islamic

Revolution, with the state media focusing on

national unity in the face of what it describes

as  foreign-backed  terrorist  attempts  and

"color  revolution"  plots  orchestrated  by  the

CIA and Mossad.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Geneva Indirect Nuclear Negotiations

Iran and the U.S. conduct a second round of

talks  in  Geneva  mediated  by  Omani

officials.  Iran  maintains  strict  red  lines,

refusing  to  discuss  ballistic  missiles or

regional proxies, focusing solely on nuclear

technicalities and the lifting of sanctions.

U.S. President Trump is reportedly directly

involved via telephone, though the Iranian

delegation  remains  skeptical  of  U.S.

sincerity,  citing  a  history  of  broken

agreements like the JCPOA.

The  talks  occur  in  a  highly  secretive

atmosphere at an undisclosed Omani site to

avoid media interference.
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IRGC Naval "Smart Control" Drills

The Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)

concludes the second day of naval drills in

the  Persian  Gulf,  exercising  total

intelligence  control  over  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.

Rear  Admiral  Alireza  Tangsiri  emphasizes

that Iranian islands like Abu Musa and the

Greater  and  Lesser  Tunbs  serve  as

"unsinkable  ships" that  ensure dominance

over the strategic waterway.

Tehran warns that any attack will result in

the  immediate  closure of  the  strait,

impacting 20-25% of the world's oil flow.

West Bank De Facto Annexation

The  Israeli  cabinet  approves  a  plan  to

register  large  parts  of  the  occupied  West

Bank as  state  property,  specifically

targeting Area C (60% of the territory).

A  statement  by  the  Palestinian  UN envoy

and 80 nations denounces  the  move as  a

violation  of  international  law  and  an

attempt  to  expand  settlements

permanently.

Reports  from  the  ground  detail  Israeli

military  raids involving  looting  and  the

demolition  of  homes  in  villages  like

Harithiya and Qarawa Bani Hassan.

Gaza  Humanitarian  Crisis  &

Redevelopment Conflict

Doctors  Without  Borders  (MSF)  reports

that no aid has entered Gaza since the start

of 2026, despite ceasefire claims.

The Trump administration's "Gaza Riviera"

plan  is  lambasted  as  an  "imperialist

project" that  prioritizes  real  estate  and

casinos  over  the  lives  of  displaced

Palestinians.

Hospitals  in  Gaza  are  reportedly

overwhelmed by casualties from continuous

Israeli  violations  of  the  ceasefire

agreement.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The U.S. is reportedly building up a massive

armada in  the Persian Gulf,  including the

aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln, following

the 12-day war in June.

Canada  announces  a  multi-billion  dollar

military  expansion  plan  to  reduce  its

reliance  on  U.S.  protection,  which  it  now

deems "unreliable" under Trump.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Oman is the primary intermediary for U.S.-

Iran  relations,  while  the  E3  (France,  UK,

Germany) is notable for its absence in the

current negotiation process.

US-mediated  talks  between  Russia  and

Ukraine have officially kicked off in Geneva,

though hostilities continue overnight.

Energy & Macroeconomics

Iran and Pakistan pledge to raise bilateral

trade to 10 billion USD by 2028, aiming to

bypass Western economic blockades.

The  U.S.  economy  is  described  as  debt-

laden (39  trillion  USD),  making  it

vulnerable to the energy price shocks that

would  follow  a  conflict  in  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.
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Information Warfare & Disinformation

State  media  exposes  what  it  calls

fabricated  narratives in  Western  outlets

like  CNN  and  Channel  4,  specifically

regarding inflated death tolls  from recent

Iranian protests.

Analysis  suggests  the  U.S.  uses  "stove-

piped intelligence" to  convince  leadership

that military operations against Iran will be

an easy "cakewalk."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Transition  to  a  Multipolar  Defense

Block

There is a growing narrative that the U.S.

can  no  longer  dominate  West  Asia

unilaterally. The transcript highlights Iran's

strategic  position as  the  "only  hurdle"  to

the "Grand Israel" project, supported by a

"behind  the  scenes"  alliance  with  China,

Russia, and North Korea.

China  and  Russia  are  allegedly  providing

radar support and heavy transport aircraft

assistance to Tehran, signaling a deepening

of the Eurasia-Iran security axis.

The "Madness" of Resistance

A  psychological  theme  emerges  where

resistance  to  colonialism is  framed  as

"madness" by the occupier to delegitimize

political demands.

Conversely, Iranian analysts argue that this

"madness" (boldness) is a rational response

when  the  likelihood  of  being  killed  is

greater than the chance of surviving under

submission.

Economic  Colonization  through

Reconstruction

The redevelopment of  Gaza is  framed not

as  humanitarian  aid,  but  as  "economic

adventure" for  the  Trump  family  and

Zionist investors. This is tied to a broader

trend of "state capture" by lobby groups in

the  West,  where  policies  are  dictated  by

business interests rather than diplomacy.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran:  Managing  the  "Color  Revolution"

Narrative

The  Iranian  government  is  aggressively

countering  claims  of  domestic  fragility.

Following "foreign-backed terrorist attempts"

in January 2026, the state is using the 47th

anniversary  to  showcase  "millions" of

supporters. However, the mention of peaceful

protests in bazars over the "devaluation of the

Iranian  currency"  indicates  underlying

economic stress that the state must manage

through  a  "resistance  economy"  and  public

displays of solidarity.

United  States:  Popularity  Tanking  and

Mid-term Pressure

U.S.  President  Trump's  approval  ratings  are

described  as  "tanking," down  20-30  points.

With mid-term elections approaching, analysts

argue Trump is "boxed in," needing a foreign

policy win but facing a public where only 20%

support  an  attack  on  Iran.  This  domestic

political  weakness  may  drive  either  a

desperate military "one and out" strike or an

equally sudden diplomatic pivot.

Israel: Existential Society Crisis
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Internal  Israeli  stability  is  portrayed  as

precarious following the June 2025 war. The

transcript  claims  the  regime  forbid  citizens

from leaving the country during the conflict

and  is  currently  losing  more  citizens  to

emigration  than  it  is  gaining,  creating  a

"serious  war  crisis" for  the  Netanyahu

government.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The Fracturing of the Western Alliance

The "outside world" is increasingly viewed as

a matrix of hostile imperialist forces that are

losing their grip. The European troika is seen

as marginalized, with the U.S. attempting to

rebuild international alliances at the expense

of  its  traditional  partners.  Canada's  shift

toward strategic independence and European

leaders'  refusal  to  talk  to  Russia  (while  the

U.S. does) suggests a significant rift in NATO's

cohesion.

Iran's Diversified Global Trade

Tehran is projecting power through economic

diversification. By establishing a railway link

to China and deepening ties with Russia, Iran

aims  to  render  the  "international  blockade"

ineffective. The broadcast portrays Iran as a

"warning beacon" for other nations to break

free from Western "hegemony."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Financial  markets  are  reacting  volatilely  to

the  "cocked  pistol"  posture  in  the  Persian

Gulf. Global markets are described as sliding

and volatile, with "flash crashes" occurring as

investors  price  in  the  risk  of  Hormuz's

closure.

Key Economic Vectors

Energy Security: 20-25% of global oil flow

passes  through  the  Strait  of  Hormuz;  a

closure would likely drive gasoline prices to

10 USD per gallon in the U.S.

Sanctions  Evasion: Iran-Pakistan  10

billion  USD trade  goal;  Iranian  oil

continues to find markets in China.

US Fiscal  Health: U.S.  debt  reaches  39

trillion USD, limiting its capacity for long-

term military engagement.

Commodity Prices: Gold prices are rising

as the dollar weakens relative to precious

metals.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  current  political  environment  is

characterized  by  the  return  of  "hawkish"

veterans  and  new  actors  responding  to  the

2025-2026 regional crisis.

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a

"businessman"  using  intimidation  tactics

from  "The  Art  of  the  Deal"  to  secure

concessions,  but  ultimately  seen  as  a

"puppet" of the Zionist lobby.

Abbas Araghchi: (Transcribed as Aadchi/

Sarakshi)  The  primary  face  of  Iranian

diplomacy in  Geneva,  characterized  as

"difficult and smart" by his adversaries.

Tarik  Rahman: Prime  Minister-elect  of

Bangladesh,  returning  after  17  years  in

exile to lead the BNP government.

Richard Hermer: The UK's new Attorney

General,  described by critics as a "liberal

Zionist"  appointed  by  Starmer  to  protect

Israeli interests.
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Jared Kushner: Acting as a special envoy

for  the  U.S.  in  nuclear  talks,  alongside

Steve  Witkoff;  both  are  dismissed  by

Iranian analysts as "real estate developers"

lacking diplomatic depth.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Press TV’s hierarchy for February 17,  2026,

prioritizes  Iranian  military  readiness and

diplomatic "red lines" over all else. The lead

stories are the naval drills and the Araghchi-

Grossi  meeting,  creating  a  narrative  of

"strength and logic." Buried stories include a

mass shooting in Rhode Island (Rhode Island

Arena), which is used as a recurring counter-

point  to  highlight  "Western  societal  decay"

between  segments  of  regional  conflict.  The

tone is nationalistic,  deeply skeptical  of  U.S.

"coercive  diplomacy,"  and  fear-inducing

regarding  the  economic  consequences  of  a

U.S.-led  war.  Conspicuous  omissions  include

any  neutral  analysis  of  the  "12-day  war"

casualties or detailed Iranian inflation figures,

which  are  vaguely  attributed  to  "liberal

policies" rather than mismanagement.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcast frames the current world as a

struggle between an "axis of resistance" and a

fading, corrupt "imperialist" order.

COUNTRIES

Iran: Framed as a stable,  principled,  and

industrially advanced nation. "One the top

five  countries  that  manufacturing  pinpont

zero  margin  error  missiles"  (missile

technology).

United  States: Depicted  as  a  bankrupt

bully that "cannot sustain a war beyond a

couple of weeks" (military sustainability).

Israel: Portrayed  as  weak  and  parasitic,

unable to take "their own decision" without

full American participation.

LEADERS

Ayatollah  Khamenei: The  unwavering

leader who  correctly  predicted  that

Washington  "has  not  been  able  to

annihilate Irans for 47 years."

Benjamin  Netanyahu: Framed  as  a

desperate  warmonger seeking  a  regional

war to escape internal "corruption files."

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Hezbollah  &  Hamas: Framed  as

independent organizations founded for self-

defense, not as Iranian proxies.

Cellebrite & Elbit: Characterized as tools

of  "Israeli  intelligence  infiltration" of  the

UK police force.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  broadcast  emphasizes  the  "meta-

narrative"  that  Western  media  is  an  arm of

"hybrid warfare." Domestic media focuses on

"uncovering" how global outlets like Reuters

and CNN inflate casualty  numbers to  justify

foreign intervention. A recurring theme is the

"Human  Rights  Activist  News  Agency"

(HRANA) being a "CIA cutout" funded by the

NED  to  disseminate  "bogus  numbers"  for

regime change agendas. The probable ground

truth  likely  involves  a  mix  of  genuine

economic  grievance  and  state  suppression,

but  the  broadcast  frames  all  dissent  as

"terrorist elements" using hybrid war tactics.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Negotiation Stalemate: The Geneva talks

are likely a delaying tactic for both sides.

The U.S. is buying time to build up forces,

while  Iran  is  buying  time  to  further  its

"resistance  economy"  and  missile

stockpiles.

Asymmetric  Escalation: If  Israel

proceeds  with  the  West  Bank  annexation,

expect a surge in "lone wolf"  attacks and

regional proxy strikes from Iraq and Yemen

to  draw  U.S.  attention  away  from  the

nuclear file.

China's  Maritime Shift: Should  Hormuz

be closed, China may be forced to militarily

intervene to  protect  its  manufacturing

supply base, potentially on the side of the

status quo (Iran).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  formal

statement from  the  Omani  foreign  minister

regarding  the  "guiding  principles"  of  the

nuclear  talks,  but  no  lifting  of  sanctions.

Continued  Israeli  raids  in  the  West  Bank

(Salfit  raids)  will  likely  lead  to  localized

uprisings before Ramadan.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Continued

stockpile  accumulation of  tomahawks  and

defensive missiles by the U.S.  in the region.

Formalization  of  the  Iran-Pakistan  trade

corridor could serve as a pilot for wider non-

dollar transactions.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The potential for a

nuclear-armed  Iran increases  as  Iranian

analysts  conclude  that  the  "North  Korean

situation"  (deterrence  through  nukes)  is  the

only way to prevent a U.S. invasion.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Strategic  Miscalculation  in  Hormuz:

The  risk  is  a  collision  or  incident  during

IRGC  "smart  control"  drills.  Triggers:

Proximity  of  U.S.  carriers  to  Iranian

exercises. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:

Catastrophic  global  energy  shock.

Mitigations: Omani-mediated maritime de-

confliction channel.

West  Bank  Annexation  Backlash: Full

implementation  of  the  land  registration

plan.  Triggers: Finalization  of  property

deeds  for  Area  C.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: Total  collapse  of  the  Palestinian

Authority  and  full  regional  conflict.

Mitigations: UN-led  sanctions  on

settlement expansion.

U.S.  Strike  on  Iranian  Enrichment: A

limited  strike  as  a  "show  of  force."

Triggers: Failure  of  Geneva  talks.

Likelihood: Low  to  Moderate.  Impact:

Total  regional  war  including  Israeli  cities

(Tel  Aviv  hammering).  Mitigations:

Continued  technical  cooperation  with  the

IAEA.

Gaza Famine: Mass starvation due to aid

blockades. Triggers: Continued closure of

Rafah  crossing  through  March  2026.

Likelihood: Extreme.  Impact: Mass

displacement  toward  Egypt  and  Jordan.

Mitigations: International  "airdrop"

operations bypassing Israeli controls.

Internal  Iranian  Unrest: Economic

collapse-driven  riots.  Triggers: 30%

further  hike  in  bazar  prices.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Weakening  of  the

state's  regional  posture.  Mitigations:

Immediate  "mercy"  and  economic  relief

measures mentioned by the Leader.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

12-Day War Data: The broadcast provides

no independent verification of the damage

sustained  by  Israel  during  the  June  2025

war; it relies on "little bit deeper" digging

to claim enormous damage.

Russian  &  Chinese  Official  Stance:

While analysts claim these nations provide

unwavering  support,  there  is  "absolute

silence"  from  their  official  state

departments,  creating  a  massive  gap  in

verifying a collective defense pact.

Gaza Death Toll Verification: Casualties

are  variously  cited  as  80,000 or

significantly  higher than  the  7,000

"admitted" by Israel, with no breakdown of

combatant vs. civilian ratios.

Nuclear  Enrichment  Levels: Conflicting

reports on whether Iran is at 60% or ready

to  drop  to  20% for  "medical  purposes,"

leaving  the  actual  proximity  to

weaponization unclear.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Diplomatic Trap" Hypothesis

The apparent diplomatic overture in Geneva is

a stalling tactic by the Trump administration

to move military  assets  into position (the 2-

week arrival of the U.S.S. Gerard Fort) while

waiting  for  the  Iranian  economy  to  hit  a

breaking point in the bazars. In this scenario,

the  U.S.  has  no  intention  of  a  deal  and  is

simply  "buying  time" for  a  regime  change

operation.

The  "Black  Swan":  China-Israel  Energy

Pivot

While  the  broadcast  frames  China  as  Iran's

primary  defender,  a  massive  Israeli  energy

concession  or  technology  share with  Beijing

could  see  China  "sit  out"  a  Hormuz  crisis,

leaving Tehran isolated and vulnerable to the

U.S.  armada.  This  would be catastrophic for

Iran's diversified trade strategy.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prioritize maritime de-confliction

in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  to  prevent  an

accidental  intelligence-led  escalation that

could cripple global energy flow.

Economic: Diversify  out  of  dollar-

denominated trade for critical minerals to

mitigate the risk of a 39 trillion USD U.S.

debt collapse.

Diplomatic: Re-engage the E3 and Omani

mediators  to  create  a  "JCPOA  Plus"  that

includes economic investment guarantees,

satisfying Trump's "business-first" mindset.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: Anticipate flash crashes in

energy-dependent stocks and hedge against

a  potential  spike  in  oil  prices  toward

150-200 USD per barrel.

Regulatory  Compliance: Monitor  UK

judicial  reviews regarding  the  ban  on

Palestine  Action,  as  this  will  set  the

precedent  for  corporate  liability  in  "joint

enterprise" cases.

Capital Allocation: Avoid high-risk "Gaza

Riviera"  speculative  investments  (crime

scene  opportunities)  due  to  the  extreme

lack of local governance and the certainty

of long-term sabotage by resistance groups.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy discussions focused on

military authorization, judicial independence,

and territorial control.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

War Powers Act (U.S.): Discussed as the

primary  legal  barrier preventing  Trump

from starting a war without Congressional

approval,  requiring  an  assessment  of

human life loss.

EU  Migration  Reforms: Condemned  by

70 rights groups for turning public services

into  tools  for  immigration  enforcement,

similar to the U.S. ICE model.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Israeli  Cabinet  Meeting: Approved  the

land  registration  plan for  the  West  Bank,

sparking  an  immediate  international

emergency session at the UN.

Araghchi  Press  Briefing  (Geneva):

Outlined the technical  success of  meeting

with IAEA head Rafael  Grossi  despite the

"dishonesty" of past reports.

KEY STORIES

Geneva Indirect Talks: Iran and the U.S.

conclude  the  second  round  of  Omani-

mediated talks. Tehran focuses on technical

nuclear limits while the U.S. pushes for a

broader deal.

Hormuz Naval Drills: IRGC demonstrates

"total  intelligence control" over  the Strait

of  Hormuz,  warning  they  can  sink  U.S.

warships.

West  Bank  Land  Registration: Israel

cabinet approves a plan to register Area C

land, denounced as annexation.

Death  of  Hatem  Ryan: A  Palestinian

medic dies in an Israeli prison after more

than a year of custody, adding to the list of

600+  healthcare  workers  killed  since

October 2023.

Gaza  "Riviera"  Plan: Jared  Kushner

presents a redevelopment master plan for

Gaza involving 100,000 housing units and

coastal  tourism,  which  critics  call

"genocide for profit."

Rhode Island Shooting: A mass shooting

at Lynch Arena in Pawtucket kills at least

three,  including  the  suspect;  tied  to  a

family dispute.

47th  Anniversary  Marches: Millions

reportedly march in Tehran and Tabriz to

support the revolution and protest foreign

interference.

UK  Police  "Zionist  Takeover": Report

alleging  Israeli  firms  like  Cellebrite  and

BriefCam have infiltrated the Metropolitan

Police to surveil UK citizens.

Canada  Defense  Hike: Prime  Minister

announces  a  massive  budget  increase for

the  military  to  move  away  from  U.S.

strategic dependence.

Bangladesh  Elections: Tarik  Rahman’s

BNP wins a two-thirds majority, marking a

major leadership shift in the country.

Araghchi  in  Pakistan: Iranian  Foreign

Minister visits Islamabad to set a 10 billion

USD trade target by 2028.

Martyrdom  of  Muhammad  Kamal

Shirim: An  18-year-old  shot  by  Israeli

forces near  a  northern  West  Bank

checkpoint.

Russia-Ukraine Geneva Talks: Medicated

talks kick off between Rustem Omarov and

Vladimir  Medinsky  to  find  a  "justice-

backed" peace.
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Lunar New Year in Beijing: Celebrations

in  Beijing  featuring  "lucky  money"  and

"horse year" traditions amidst technological

pride.

New  Jersey  Warehouse  Protest:

Residents  in  a  small  town protest  the

conversion of a Roxbury warehouse into an

immigration  detention  center  for  1,500

people.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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