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Venezuelan oil blockade threatens global prices. @ @ United Group Management: Concerns of government infiltration.
Massive shift to €18bn gaming loot box market. Milos VuGevié: Elevated to President Vuic's surrogate.

e

Q4
IN

& i
RISK ASSESSMENT & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
~
( CRITICAL RISK ASSESSMENT: COLLAPSE OF STATE LEGITIMACY
\J3
o 2 )
/ N W el
CIVIL WAR TRIGGER SOUTH AMERICAN AI-DRIVEN INFORMATION ZOONOTIC PANDEMIC STRATEGIC RESOURCE
IN SERBIA: 0l CK: COLLAPSE: ESCALATION: S
Mass casualty event during Sabotage of oil infrastructure Erosion of shared reality via Mutation crossing species Collapse of water sheds due
crackdown. by loyalists. personalization. arrier. to mining/logging.
Impact: Severe regional Impact: Global inflation surge. | Impact: Collapse of democratic Impact: Global economic Impact: Massive climate
destabilization. | | discourse. | shutdown. | migration.
STRATEGIC FORESIGHT TIMELINE
[1-4 Weeks] ————— > [1-6 Months] ———————> [1-5 Years]
Reactionary arrests in Serbia. Formalization of US-Venezuela energy deal. Polylepis reforestation as carbon-negative blueprint.
Radicalization of farmer blockades disrupt United Group buyout test case for media Straw-based housing triggers structural
food logistics. independence. industry decline.
—

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVES, RECOMMENDATIONS & LEGISLATION e——

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
SCENARIOS & IMPLICATIONS & KEY STORIES SUMMARY
The “Maduro Trap": Capture as Public Sector: Legislation: "Take It Down Act” (US deep fakes).
strategic regime evacuation? I@\ “Information Geneva Convention” for Al. &  New Mexico Truth Commission.
) Diversify agricultural imports. N \ Sutarov Law (Slovenia police powers).

== State-Directed "Chaos": Unrest as Establish diplomatic back-channels. German Structural Engineering Regulations.

= deliberate stress test? Private Sector: Audit supply chains for Key Stories: Maduro Trial, Novi Sad Violence,

Black Swan: Al t model fi “unannounced construction® risks. Belgrade Aquarium Protests, Farmer Radicalization,
‘i‘ SACK SWan. (X PrompUmoTe W Prioritize age-verification/moderation. Al Journalism Risks, Polylepis Reforestation,

triggers systemic failure.

Shift capital to sustainable biomaterials. Roblox Sex Dens, Greifswald One Health Study.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

N1SRP

FEBRUARY 17, 2026

GLOBAL RISK ASSESSMENT: STATE
CAPTURE, DIPLOMATIC
DISRUPTION, AND THE Al
FRONTIER

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 17, 2026, marks a pivotal moment
characterized by the aggressive projection of
American power abroad and deepening
systemic instability within the Balkans. The
clandestine capture and extradition of
Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro to New
York has created a geopolitical shockwave,
signaling a return to "maximum pressure"
tactics and interventionist foreign policy.
While the U.S. celebrates a tactical win to
secure energy interests and disrupt illicit
networks, the ensuing legal battle in
Manhattan reveals a high-risk strategy
fraught with diplomatic immunity challenges
and potential for state collapse in South
America.

Domestically in Serbia, the government faces
a convergence of crises as farmer protests,
student movements, and environmental
activists unite against what they characterize
as a ‘"captured state." The failure of
negotiations between agricultural producers

and the Ministry of Agriculture has triggered
a shift toward radicalization, while the violent
suppression of student protests in Novi Sad by
state-linked actors suggests a hardening of
authoritarian tactics. This internal friction is
exacerbated by allegations of systemic
corruption in the judiciary and the co-opting
of civil society through "Gongo" (Government-
organized NGO) entities, threatening the
country's long-term social cohesion and
institutional integrity.

Technologically, the day’s coverage highlights
the  dual-use nature of  Artificial
Intelligence, which is simultaneously serving
as a lifeline for domestic violence victims and
harassment and
information warfare. The tension between Al-
driven personalization in journalism and the
necessity of objective "shared reality" has
emerged as a critical governance challenge.
Meanwhile, environmental reports from Peru
and Germany underscore a shift toward
"ancient
biomaterials as traditional infrastructure
models fail to address the accelerating
climate crisis.

a weapon for sexual

wisdom" and sustainable

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Extradition and Trial of Nicolas
Maduro: Following a massive U.S. military
build-up in the Caribbean, Maduro and his
wife were captured in a targeted operation
and brought to New York. The case,
overseen by Judge Alvin Hellerstein, faces
immediate hurdles regarding diplomatic
immunity and the legality of the
apprehension, drawing parallels to the
1990 arrest of Manuel Noriega.
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* Systemic Unrest in Serbia: Negotiations
between the  Serbian  Ministry of
Agriculture and  protesting farmers
collapsed after one hour, leading to a call
for nationwide radicalization of blockades.
Simultaneously, student protests in Novi
Sad against the state  university
administration were met with violent
assaults by unidentified men allegedly
linked to the ruling party.

* The AI Information War: News
organizations are (grappling with the
"Netflix-ization" of journalism, where Al
personalizes news narratives, risking the
creation of impenetrable filter bubbles.
Concurrently, deep fake technology is being
used to weaponize social media photos,
outpacing current legal protections for
victims.

* Environmental Infrastructure Shifts:
The ECOAN initiative in Peru has reached a
milestone of 10 million Polylepis trees
planted, wusing Incan communal labor
models to secure water sheds. In Germany,
research into raw-
aims to mitigate the 40% of global COZ2
emissions attributed to buildings.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Civil Unrest & Social Order: Serbia is
experiencing a multi-sectoral breakdown in
social order. The "Beograd ne cuti"
(Belgrade does not keep silent) movement
and student actions are responding to
unannounced urban construction and
perceived police inaction during assaults on
citizens.

* Leadership Dynamics: The Trump
administration is pursuing a disruptive
diplomatic agenda, signaling a regime
change preference in Tehran and engaging
in high-stakes nuclear negotiations in
Geneva with Iran, while bypassing
traditional multilateral frameworks like the
UN Security Council.

* Energy Security: The seizure of
Venezuela’s o0il assets is framed as a
strategic necessity. Meanwhile, in Europe,
Hungary and Slovakia are pressuring
Croatia to facilitate the transport of
Russian oil via the Adria pipeline following

Ukrainian transit blocks.
* Legal Warfare: Whistleblower Katarina

Petrovi¢’s case highlights the selective

application of the law in Serbia, where

state-connected figures (e.g., Nikola
Petrovic¢) receive immunity while dissenting
officers face suspension and prosecution.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the "Personal”: A
significant trend 1is the erosion of the
boundary between personal life and political
warfare. This is visible in the Al-generated
deep fake attacks on private citizens and the
targeting of journalists' personal data in Viber
groups to silence reporting on Serbian
corruption. The state and bad actors are
increasingly using the digital "self" as a
battlefield for intimidation.

Revival of Ancestral Resilience: There is a
growing narrative across disparate regions—
from the Peruvian Andes to rural Serbia—that
modern ‘'city knowledge" and neoliberal
infrastructure have failed. The focus on Incan
communal work (Minka) and the resistance to
"investor" urbanism in Belgrade’s USc¢e park
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suggest a retreat toward localized, traditional
forms of  environmental and social
stewardship.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The host nation (Serbia) is exhibiting classic
signs of institutional decay. The state is
increasingly relying on parapolice forces or
"batinaSi" to suppress dissent, as evidenced
by the events in Novi Sad. The co-opting of
civil society through "Gongo" organizations
(e.g., Zeleni Novi Sad) has created a parallel
reality legitimate environmental
concerns are dismissed as "destructive" while
state-favored  projects proceed without
transparency. This strategy of "state capture"
is nearing a tipping point where public
frustration—exemplified by the

remsk
sustained,

where

"provetravanje" irin f
Mitrovica—could lead to
unmanageable civil disobedience.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is being framed as
an anarchic arena of transaction and
force. The U.S. is projecting power through
the extralegal removal

justifying  these actions via internal
indictments. This unilateralism is causing
friction with allies; European partners are
increasingly refusing to participate in U.S.-led
"peace boards" that bypass established
international law. The "outside world" is no
longer viewed as a community of rules, but as
a fracturing multipolar space where states
like Hungary and Russia leverage energy
dependencies to fracture the Western bloc.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Economic volatility is centered on the
disruption of commodity flows and the
failure of agricultural statecraft. Serbian
farmers report a "plunder" where wheat
prices have dropped by 3 dinars while bread
prices rise, suggesting a breakdown in the
domestic supply chain. Globally, the winter
sports industry in China has exploded into a
$140 billion market, reflecting a state-driven
economic shift. However, the Venezuelan oil
blockade threatens to spike global prices,
while the potential €18 billion loot box market
in gaming signals a massive shift in youth
spending toward digital micro-transactions.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Commodities: Milk buy-up prices in
Serbia stagnant at 35 dinars; pork at 230
rsdars.

* Investment: The U.S. is pushing for 17
new investments in Hungary as part of a
bilateral shift.

* Trade Disruptions: Truck drivers in the
Balkans are threatening border blockades
over Schengen rules.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

* Nicolas Maduro: Arrested and deposed;
status shifted from head of state to

"kidnapped president" and prisoner of war
in U.S. custody.

* Zana Doli¢anin: Former Rector of Novi
Pazar State University; facing a purge of
her academic titles following a scandal
regarding her high school credentials and
medical degree.
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* United Group Management: Recent
changes in leadership at United Group have
led to concerns of government infiltration
of independent media, triggering a
management buyout proposal by editors.

* Milos Vucevic¢: Elevated to surrogate for
President Vuci¢ at sensitive events in Novi
Sad, signaling a strategic retreat of the
president from hostile public arenas.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network maintains a skeptical and
watchdog posture, prioritizing domestic
systemic failures. The "Lead Stories" are the
violence in Novi Sad and the Maduro trial,
framing them as bookends of the same theme:
the struggle between state power and the rule
of law. The emotional tone is urgent and
investigative, frequently highlighting the
plight of individual citizens (e.g., Jasna
Radivojev, Mina Kamira) to illustrate macro-
political failures. Conspicuous omissions
include a lack of state-media counter-
narratives; the broadcast focuses heavily on
opposition and activist viewpoints, leaving the
government's official justifications largely as
targets of critique rather than separate
reports.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is framed as a struggle
between transactional populism and
institutional collapse. Stability is
increasingly rare, with even "strong" leaders
like Orban and Vuci¢ described as being
under siege by their own populations or the
shifting winds of U.S. policy.

COUNTRIES

* Serbia: Portrayed as a chaotic and
corrupt "captured state." Quotes describe
it as a "country wandering for 40 years"
and a "Chernobyl we are creating."

* United States: Framed as strong but
volatile. It is seen as a force for "justice" in
the Maduro case but corruptly
transactional in its potential secret deals
with Russia over Ukraine.

* Venezuela: Portrayed as a weak and
shattered nation at risk of falling apart
after its leader was "removed."

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Characterized as an
unpredictable disruptor. He is praised
for "resolving" the Maduro situation but
viewed with deep skepticism regarding his

Gaza peace boards and Ukraine strategy.

Aleksandar Vuci¢: Portrayed as inept
and fearful of his own citizens. His failure
to wvisit Novi Sad 1is described as

"pathetically" avoiding the consequences of

his policies.

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Framed as
principled but under extreme duress,

facing a population that "really wants the

r" amid freezing conditions
and energy failure.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* The CIA: Framed as highly competent
and deep-seated, having had an asset
"inside Maduro's inner circle."

* Roblox: Portrayed as a negligent
corporate entity that has allowed virtual
sex dens and white supremacist simulations
to proliferate on its platform.
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Gasprom/Mol: Framed as geopolitical
weapons being used to negotiate the

repurchase of Russian energy shares under

the guise of corporate mergers.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The Serbian
government is seeding a narrative that all
student and farmer protesters are
! ilizing f rs" or "terrorists," using
"skradnim" (obscene) tabloid media to
dehumanize them.

Censorship & Intimidation: State-linked
actors are assaulting journalists to prevent
the documentation of violence, while social
media is used to leak private contact info of
activists (doxing).

The AI ‘"Filter Bubble": Al-driven
personalization is being identified as a new
front in psychological operations, where
populations can be targeted with tailored
narratives during elections to harden
polarization.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Hypothesis 1: The Maduro trial will fail to
reach a conviction due to the "snitch-
heavy" nature of the evidence and classified
document hurdles, leading to a long-term
diplomatic stalemate and a power vacuum
in Caracas.

Hypothesis 2: Serbia’s radicalization of
protests will lead to a state of emergency
as the government moves to preemptively
clear park "Usée" and block the radicalizing
farmer block

* Hypothesis 3: Al will wundergo a
"regulatory reckoning" as more victims of

deep fake violence like Mina Kamira go
public, potentially leading to a splintered

internet with national-level content filters.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect
reactionary arrests in Belgrade and Novi
Sad following the "UsS¢e" and university
protests. The radicalization of farmer
blockades will likely disrupt food logistics
to Belgrade.

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): A
formalization of the US-Venezuela
energy deal will emerge as a quid-pro-quo
for Maduro's lenient sentencing. In Serbia,
the United Group management buyout will
serve as a test case for media
independence in the region.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The restoration of
Polylepis forests in the Andes could become

a global blueprint for carbon-negative
infrastructure, while the straw-based

housing movement in Germany may trigger

a structural decline in the concrete and
steel industries.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The most critical risk is the collapse of state
legitimacy in Serbia, which could lead to a
localized conflict that spreads to the broader
Balkan region. Furthermore, the Maduro
extradition has set a precedent that could
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destabilize

international law regarding

sovereign immunity.

Civil War Trigger in Serbia: Triggered by
a "mass casualty event" during police or
"batinasi" crackdowns on student protests.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Severe
regional destabilization. Mitigations:
International judicial monitoring and
independent mediation of farmer-
government talks.

South American Qil Shock: Triggered by
Maduro’s loyalists sabotaging oil
infrastructure in  response to  his
extradition. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Global inflation Mitigations:
Judicious transition to Rodriquez’s acting
presidency and deployment of U.S.-vetted
security forces.

AI-Driven Collapse:
Triggered by the erosion of a shared reality
as Al personalizes news for the 2020/2026
election cycles. Likelihood: Very High.
Impact: Collapse of democratic discourse.
Mitigations:  Mandatory "human-in-the-
loop" requirements for AI journalism and
transparency in prompt engineering.

surge.

Information

Zoonotic Pandemic Escalation:
Triggered by the mutation
influenza crossing the species barrier in
Greifswald or research hubs.
Likelihood: Low but rising. Impact: Global
economic shutdown. Mitigations: Funding
of "One Health" monitoring

programs.

of avian

similar

holistic

Strategic Resource Failure: Triggered by
the collapse of Polylepis-backed water
sheds due to continued mining and logging.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Massive climate-
migration from the Andes.
Mitigations: Scaling of indigenous-led
reforestation initiatives like ECOAN.

driven

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Investor Identity: The broadcast mentions

"investors" and "Turkish contractors" for

projects like the Belgrade aquarium, but

fails to name the specific corporate entities
or their political ties.

* Venezuelan Opposition Status: While

Maria Corina Machado is mentioned as
having gone into hiding, her current
command over the acting government of
Rodriquez remains unclear.

Police Chain of Command: The N1

broadcast does not clarify if police inaction
during the Novi Sad assaults was a failure
of the local precinct or a direct order from
the Interior Ministry.

Geneva Nuclear Context: The report
mentions nuclear negotiations but omits
details on U.S. concessions regarding Iran's
balistic missile program, which is a known
deal-breaker for regional allies.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

e The "Maduro Trap": Maduro’s capture

was not a U.S. success but a regime
evacuation. By entering U.S. custody,
Maduro secures his personal safety from
internal rivals and the Trende Aragua gang,
while his power structure remains intact to
leverage his release for massive economic
concessions. This is a strategic retreat
disguised as an arrest.
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* State-Directed "Chaos": The unrest in
Serbia is not a sign of state weakness but a
deliberate stress-test of the population.
By allowing minor violence and blockades,

* Compliance: Tech firms must prioritize

age-verification and content moderation or
face severe legal liability as New Mexico-
style investigations into "rancho" estates
become normative.

the government identifies the core
leadership of the opposition for future
systematic  neutralization, @ while the
"Gongo" NGOs provide a facade of civil
debate for Western observers.

* Black Swan - The Silicon Breakdown: A
critical flaw in AI prompt models
(similar to the "Virgin Mary" hallucination)
triggers a systemic failure in the smart-
safety ankle monitor networks monitored in
Germany and the US, leading to thousands
of violent offenders being untraceable

* Safety Standards: Shift capital allocation
toward sustainable biomaterials (straw,
wood) as regulatory pressure on steel and
concrete carbon emissions intensifies.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on digital safety,
state security, and historical accountability.
Governments are increasingly using targeted
legislation to address technology-driven
crimes while facing criticism for the selective
non-application of existing laws.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

simultaneously.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* Take It Down Act (US): Criminalizes the
sharing of non-
images, providing a removal mechanism for
victims.

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Implement an “Information
Geneva Convention" to regulate the use of
Al-driven news narratives during sensitive
political cycles.

* New Mexico Truth Commission Law:
Launches an investigation into the Rancho
Zoro property and its links to Jeffrey

*E ic: Di i icul 1 i . . . -
conomic: Diversify agricultural import Epstein, targeting political complicity.

sources immediately to hedge against the

radicalization of domestic producers and
food supply chain blockades.

» Sutarov Law (Slovenia): Grants police
r wers for warrantl rches in
the wake of ethnic-related murders, raising

* Diplomatic: Establish back-channels with .
human rights concerns.

the Venezuelan military leadership to

prevent a total state collapse during the * German Structural Engineering
Maduro trial. Regulations: Emerging rules to
incorporate straw bales as load-bearing

For Private Sector/Investors: elements in urban construction.

* Supply Chain: Investors in Balkan
infrastructure should audit for
"unannoun nstruction" risks that
could lead to project shutdowns via citizen
action.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Ministry of Agriculture (Serbia): A one-
hour failed negotiation with  milk

producers, characterized by government
attempts to label farmers as "traitors."

* Geneva Nuclear Round: Talks involving

Whitkov, Kushner, and Iran's Arak¢i seeking
a $12 trillion economic-security pact.

KEY STORIES

* Maduro Manhattan Trial: Captured in a
high-stakes raid, the Venezuelan leader
faces charges of drug trafficking and
weapons possession in a New York court.

Novi Sad Student Violence: Masked men
assaulted students and journalists during
the jubilee of Matica Srpska while police
allegedly watched.

Belgrade Aquarium Protests: Citizens
tore down metal fences at Usc¢e park to
block an unapproved construction project.

Farmer Radicalization: After a failed
meeting with Minister Glamocié¢, farmers
announced nationwide blockades of major
transport routes.

Zana Doli¢canin Diploma Scandal: An
investigation revealed the former rector
enrolled in medical school at age 16 despite
having only completed two years of high
school.

Polylepis Reforestation Milestone:
Conservationist Tino Alcacutas led a
communal tree-planting festival in Peru to

save the Andean water cycle.

Al Journalism Risks: Analysts warn that
Al-personalized news is eroding the
"shared reality" necessary for democratic
function.

* Aleksinac Mining Decay: Residents of the
former mining town report drinking water

from 1956 asbestos pipes amidst crumbling
infrastructure.

* Roblox Sex Dens: Research reveals the
gaming platform is hosting wvirtual sex
lobbies and 9/11 terror attack simulations
for children.

* James Van Der Beek Death: The 90s icon
passed away at age 48 from colorectal
cancer, sparking a call for earlier screening
ages.

Greifswald One Health Study: German
researchers are monitoring pets and
livestock for subclinical diseases that could
trigger the next pandemic.

* Derry Girls Narrative Resilience: A
discussion on the humanization of political
conflict through ordinary people's stories in
Northern Ireland.

Slovene Anti-Romani Protests: New laws
targeting the Romani community follow a
murder in Novo Mesto, sparking fears of
state-sponsored discrimination.

Baby Elephant Birth in France: A 150kg
female calf was born after a 21-month
gestation, ending a 13-year "drought" at
the Boval zoo.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.
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Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproj
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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