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COALITION FRACTURES IN CROATIA

AMID REGIONAL CIVIL UNREST

AND GLOBAL ENERGY SANCTION

PRESSURES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The political landscape of Southeast Europe is

currently  defined  by  a  convergence  of

domestic  institutional  crises  and  escalating

external  pressures.  In  Croatia,  the  ruling

coalition  led  by  the  Croatian  Democratic

Union (HDZ) faces a significant internal threat

following  the  emergence  of  video  evidence

showing a high-ranking member of the junior

coalition  partner,  the  Homeland  Movement

(DP),  singing  Ustaša-themed  songs.  This

incident has triggered an ultimatum from the

Croatian  Social  Liberal  Party  (HSLS),

threatening  the  government's  parliamentary

majority ahead of critical votes. This domestic

scandal  is  unfolding  concurrently  with  a

diplomatic standoff regarding the transport of

Russian oil through the Janaf pipeline, where

Croatia  finds  itself  caught  between

Hungarian-Slovakian demands and the risk of

secondary  U.S.  sanctions  under  the  Trump

administration.

Regionally,  a  "Sarajevo  Spring"  has

materialized  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,

where  mass  protests  over  institutional

negligence  following  a  fatal  tram  accident

have  escalated  into  a  broader  movement

against  systemic  corruption.  Similar

sentiments are echoed in Serbia, where anti-

corruption protests and agricultural blockades

suggest  a  regional  trend of  eroding trust  in

state capacity. Economically, the day's reports

highlight  the  structural  challenges  of

integrating  a  rapidly  growing  foreign  labor

force in Croatia and the disruptive impact of

emerging AI-driven "workslop" and restrictive

U.S. visa policies on the global tech sector.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Croatian  Coalition  Crisis: The  political

stability  of  Prime  Minister  Andrej

Plenković's  government  is  under  direct

threat following a public scandal involving

Josip Dabro's singing of  pro-Ustaša lyrics.

This  has  prompted  HSLS  leader  Dario

Hrebak  to  threaten an  exit  from  the

coalition, which would eliminate the narrow

76-hand majority required to confirm a new

minister of social welfare.

Janaf and Russian Oil Standoff: Hungary

and Slovakia have formally requested that

Croatia  facilitate  the transport  of  Russian

oil  via  the Janaf  pipeline,  citing Ukranian

supply  blockages.  However,  Croatian

energy  experts  warn  that  such  a  move

would  trigger  secondary  U.S.  sanctions

from the Office of  Foreign Assets  Control

(OFAC) unless a specific waiver is granted.
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Civil  Unrest  in  Sarajevo: Mass

demonstrations,  characterized  as  a

potential  Sarajevo  Spring,  continue  for  a

fourth  day.  Protesters  are  demanding

systemic  reform  rather  than  individual

resignations  following  a  tragic  tramway

accident,  signaling  deep-seated

dissatisfaction with  public  utility

management and state accountability.

Foreign  Labor  Integration  Barriers:

New  research  highlights  critical  gaps  in

Croatia's  management  of  its  171,000

foreign  workers,  particularly  from  Nepal

and  the  Philippines.  Key  issues  include  a

lack of health insurance (only 20-30% have

a  GP)  and  widespread  discrimination

reported by nearly 70% of respondents.

Legal  Warfare  Against  Media: The

Croatian  Journalists'  Association  (HND)

reports that Croatia has become the worst

EU member for SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuits

Against  Public  Participation)  suits,  with

judges  themselves  frequently  acting  as

plaintiffs  to  exhaust  media  resources and

suppress investigative reporting.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership  Dynamics  &  Governance The

HDZ  is  attempting  to  navigate  a  delicate

balance  between  its  center-right  pro-

European image and its reliance on the more

radical  Homeland  Movement  (DP).  Prime

Minister  Plenković  is  seeking  to  frame  the

Dabro scandal as an isolated individual failure

rather than a systemic coalition issue,  while

opposition figures like Arsen Bauk suggest the

government  is  practicing  a  doctrine  of

sustainable  Ustašism to  appease  right-wing

voters.  The upcoming parliamentary vote on

Friday serves as a de facto confidence test for

the current administration.

Energy  &  Critical  Minerals The  strategic

importance of the Jadranski Naftovod (Janaf)

has  been  elevated  as  it  becomes  the  sole

viable  supply  route  for  landlocked  Central

European  nations.  Analysts  note  that  while

the  Adria  pipeline  is  technically  ready,  the

legal  and  geopolitical  risks  are  paramount.

The  emergence  of  small  modular  nuclear

reactors (SMRs)  as  a  potential  new  energy

vertical,  promoted  by  the  U.S.  under  the

Trump administration, is being presented as a

long-term  solution  to  regional  energy

dependence.

Civil Unrest & Social Order Public order in

the Balkans is being tested by movements that

transcend traditional party lines. In Sarajevo,

the  protest  organizers  emphasize  political

neutrality,  focusing  on  institutional

competence rather than ideology. In Croatia,

the Sisak mega-farms controversy has united

disparate  groups  (including  local  HDZ  and

Možemo!  branches)  against  large-scale

industrial  projects,  indicating  that

environmental and public health concerns are

becoming  potent  drivers  of  local  political

mobilization.

Legal  Warfare  &  Regulatory  Risk The

weaponization of the judiciary through serial

lawsuits  against  journalists represents  a

significant  regulatory  risk  for  the  media

sector. The high volume of active cases—over

696 in a single survey—with multi-million euro

claims,  creates  an  environment  where

censorship  through  litigation is  becoming

standardized,  potentially  deterring  foreign

investment  in  the  media  and  information

sectors.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Institutional  Decay  and  the  Rise  of

Citizen Activism Across the region, there is

a  perceptible  shift  from  partisan  politics  to

issue-based  citizen  activism.  The  Sarajevo

protests  and  the  Sisak  farm  opposition  are

reactive to perceived state negligence and the

lack  of  transparent  environmental

assessments.  This  trend  suggests  that

traditional political machines are losing their

ability  to  contain  public  anger  through

standard patronage or messaging, leading to

spontaneous  street  movements that  demand

structural rather than cosmetic changes.

The  Trump  Administration's  Impact  on

Regional  Alliances The  "gold  era"  of  U.S.-

Hungarian relations under the second Trump

administration is creating a new geopolitical

pole in Central Europe. The Susret of Marko

Rubio  and  Viktor  Orbán signals  a  U.S.

preference  for  pragmatic,  transactional

relationships over the "democratic standards"

prioritized by Brussels. This emboldens Orbán

to make ultimative demands on neighbors like

Croatia,  while  simultaneously  opening  doors

for  U.S.  tech  and  energy  exports,  such  as

SMRs,  at  the  expense  of  established  EU

frameworks.

Labor Migration as a Structural Economic

Stressor Croatia's rapid transition to a multi-

ethnic labor market is outpacing its social and

administrative infrastructure. The reliance on

foreign  workers  to  maintain  sectors  like

delivery,  hospitality,  and  construction is

creating  a  "parallel  society"  with  limited

access  to  health  and  legal  protections.  The

trend  toward  long-term  stay (with  15%

planning to stay until retirement) necessitates

a  shift  from  temporary  work  permits  to  a

comprehensive  integration  strategy  that  the

current government is accused of ignoring.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Croatia  is  grappling  with  a  paradox  of  high

macroeconomic  performance  and  deep

societal  polarization.  While  the  government

touts  positive  economic  indicators,  the

incidents of historical revisionism are creating

severe  friction  between  coalition  partners.

The DP's defense of Dabro's actions—framing

them  as  Carnival-time  satire—contrasts

sharply  with  the  HSLS's  liberal  values,

creating an unstable governance environment

where the loss of a single MP could halt the

legislative process. Furthermore, the looming

presence  of  Milanović's  independent  list for

the next elections is already causing "panic"

in  the  HDZ,  as  it  targets  the  government's

liberal and regionalist partners.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the instability is

more  visceral.  The  "Sarajevo  Spring"  is  not

just  about  a  tram  accident;  it  is  a

manifestation  of  decades  of  accumulated

frustration with  a  system  that  prioritizes

political  loyalty  over  public  safety.  The

involvement of parents, students, and seniors

in  these  protests  suggests  a  broad

demographic consensus that the status quo is

untenable.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The international environment is framed as an

increasingly  anarchic,  transactional  space

dominated  by  great  power  competition.

Croatia's  posture  is  primarily  defensive,

seeking to protect its legal and infrastructural

integrity against  the competing pressures of
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the  EU,  the  U.S.,  and  the  Hungary-Slovakia

bloc. The portrayal of the "outside world" by

Croatian  analysts  highlights  a  fear  of

secondary sanctions, which could isolate the

national energy company, Janaf.

Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  is  projecting  power

through  technological  and  policy  shifts.  The

implementation of high H1B visa fees ($1,000)

and more restrictive labor regulations under

Trump are framed as  a  "brain  drain"  threat

that could force tech firms to expand outside

the U.S.,  potentially  benefiting regional  tech

hubs  in  Canada,  Germany,  or  Brazil,  while

increasing  uncertainty  for  workers  in  India

and China.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook is cautious, with

a focus on the disruptive potential of AI and

shifting  trade  policies.  In  Croatia,  the

economy is  heavily reliant on tourism and a

burgeoning  but  poorly  integrated  foreign

labor  market.  Commodity  pressures,

particularly in the energy sector, remain high

as the region debates the Russian oil discount

versus transport costs and legal risks.

Key Economic Vectors 

Energy Costs: Hungary and Slovakia are

pushing for the "most economical" Russian

Export  Blend  (Reb) via  Janaf  to  stabilize

domestic prices,  while Croatia defends its

transparent  and  "market-based"  transport

tariffs.

Labor Costs: The influx of foreign labor is

perceived as a threat to local wage levels

by some segments of  the Croatian public,

though  experts  argue  it  is  a  necessary

response  to  the  country's  demographic

decline.

Tech/AI Disruption: 95% of organizations

report no measurable positive effects from

generative AI, largely due to "workslop"—

low-quality  AI  content  that  requires

extensive human correction.

Corporate Downsizing: Major tech firms

continue mass layoffs,  with Intel  planning

to end 2025 with 75,000 fewer employees

than the previous year.

Inflation & Food Prices: Serbian farmers

report  a  price  collapse for  their  products

(e.g.,  milk  down  to  30-40  dinars)  while

retail  prices  for  consumers  remain  high,

sparking  accusations  of  state-level

exploitation.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  day's  transitions  reflect  a  hardening  of

political  lines  and  the  appointment  of

technocratic  figures  to  stabilize  volatile

portfolios.

Marin  Piletić: Formally  departing  as

Minister of Labor and Social Welfare after

four  years  to  return  to  the  Croatian

Parliament.  His  tenure  was  characterized

as a period of reform, but the transition is

overshadowed by the Dabro scandal.

Alen Ružić: The current  director  of  KBC

Rijeka,  nominated  to  replace  Piletić.  His

confirmation  depends  entirely  on  the

stability of the HDZ-DP coalition in Friday's

vote.

Josip Dabro: The Homeland Movement MP

is  currently  the  "tempirana  bomba"  (time

bomb)  of  the  coalition.  Despite  his

resignation  from  executive  duties  after  a

firearms  incident,  his  current

parliamentary status is the fulcrum of the

government's survival.
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Tomislav  Svetin: The  former  HNS

Secretary  and  President  of  ZNS  faces  a

formal  indictment for  abuse  of  power  in

securing  his  re-election,  shaking  the

foundations  of  domestic  football

governance.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network  maintains  a  focus  on  domestic

accountability and institutional oversight. The

Lead  Stories are  consistently  the  coalition

instability and the Dabro scandal,  which are

treated  with  a  tone  of  critical  urgency.  The

"Sarajevo  Spring"  and  the  "Mirotvorac"

documentary  discussion  are  positioned  as

high-priority regional and cultural narratives

about  unresolved  history  and  its  modern

consequences.  Buried  Stories include

international tennis and tourism news, which

serve  as  lighter  breaks  from  the  heavy

political content. The overall tone is skeptical

and investigative, particularly regarding the

government's  ability  to  maintain  its  "pro-

European"  image  while  tolerating  radical

elements  within  its  majority.  Conspicuous

Omissions include  any  detailed  mention  of

the ongoing war in Ukraine or the state of the

Croatian defense budget, despite the focus on

regional security and energy.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  geopolitical  landscape  is  depicted  as

shifting  away  from  rule-based  international

order toward a network of high-stakes, leader-

to-leader deals.

COUNTRIES 

Croatia:  Portrayed as  a  "defensive"  actor

trying  to  maintain  its  infrastructure  as  a

regional  energy  hub while  avoiding  the

legal  crossfire  of  U.S.  and  EU  sanctions

policy.

Hungary:  Framed  as  a  demanding  and

opportunistic neighbor, leveraging its close

relationship  with  the  U.S.  presidency  to

bypass  regional  agreements  and  secure

Russian energy.

United  States:  Under  the  Trump

administration,  it  is  viewed  as  a

transactional  hegemon that  prioritizes

business  interests  and  loyalist  alliances

(Orbán)  over  traditional  democratic

standards.

LEADERS 

Donald  Trump:  Characterized  as  a

disruptive force whose return to the White

House  has  fundamentally  altered  regional

power  dynamics,  particularly  by

empowering  leaders  who  reject  Brussels-

led norms.

Andrej Plenković:  Framed as a "ziheraš"

(safety-player)  who  is  increasingly

uncomfortable  and defensive when forced

to confront the radical elements of his own

coalition.

Ivan  Penava:  Depicted  as  a  defiant

defender of right-wing narratives, accusing

the media and opposition of  "hysterically"

attacking his party while ignoring crimes of

the previous regime.

• 

• 

• 
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NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

MOL  Group:  Viewed  with  suspicion  in

Croatia,  with  experts  claiming  the

Hungarian firm manipulates  manage-ment

rights in the national  oil  company INA to

favor Hungarian strategic interests.

HND  (Croatian  Journalists'

Association): Portrayed as a principled but

exhausted watchdog  fighting  a  systemic

campaign  of  legal  harassment  by  state

officials.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  information  environment  is  currently

dominated  by  narrative  seeding regarding

historical  revisionism.  The  DP  is  actively

attempting  to  refram  the  Dabro  video  as  a

non-issue  of  private  expression during  a

festive period, while the opposition is framing

it as the institutionalization of hate. There is a

clear  "meta-narrative"  clash  over  Croatian

identity  and  its  democratic  foundations.

Furthermore, the use of SLAPP suits acts as

a  form  of  legal  censorship,  designed  to

create  a  "chilling  effect"  on  investigative

journalism  by  threatening  the  financial

existence  of  media  outlets  through  serial

litigation. The delta between "spin" and reality

is  most  evident  in  the  energy  sector,  where

the government's technical prepared-ness for

Janaf  transport  is  often  conflated  with  its

geopolitical  willingness  to  risk  U.S.  legal

retaliation.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Coalition  Restructuring: It  is  highly

likely that Plenković will seek a "quiet exit"

for Dabro or another form of replacement

from the DP list to satisfy the HSLS while

avoiding  early  elections.  If  this  fails,  the

government  may  fall  before  the  Friday

vote.

Regional  Contagion  of  Protests: The

success  of  the  Sarajevo  movement  in

forcing  institutional  concessions  may

inspire  similar  anti-corruption  protests in

Belgrade  or  Zagreb,  particularly  as  food

price disparities and infrastructure failures

become more visible.

U.S. SMR Dominance: The strategic push

for SMR technology by the U.S. will likely

lead  to  bilateral  energy  agreements that

bypass established EU joint-procurement or

energy  transition  frameworks,  further

fracturing the EU's common energy policy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  high

parliamentary  volatility  and  potential

cabinet  reshuffling in  Croatia.  The  DORH

investigation into  Dabro  will  be  the  key

catalyst  for  his  removal  or  survival.  In

Sarajevo, more protest actions are planned

for Friday.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A decision

on Janaf and Russian oil will be forced by

Hungarian diplomatic pressure, potentially

leading to a formal dispute between Zagreb

and  Washington.  Legal  reforms  to  curb

SLAPP suits will likely stall despite HND's

international lobbying.
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Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  structural

shift  in  the  Croatian  labor  market  will

create  a  permanent  underclass of

disenfranchised  foreign  workers  unless

integration  and  housing  policies  are

radical-ly  overhauled.  Alliances  in  the

region  will  continue  to  tilt  toward  a

Budapest-Washington axis at the expense of

Brussels.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Coalition Collapse: Triggered by an HSLS

exit  over  the  Dabro  scandal.  Likelihood:

High  (current  hand  is  only  76).  Impact:

High  (political  paralysis,  early  elections).

Mitigations: Rapid disciplinary action by DP

or offering HSLS new concessions.

Secondary U.S.  Sanctions: Triggered by

Janaf  allowing  transport  of  Russian  oil

without  a  waiver.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact:  Severe  (economic  isolation  of

critical  infrastructure).  Mitigations:  Direct

consultation  with  OFAC and  prioritizing

non-Russian crude.

Regional  Unrest  Contagion: Triggered

by successful Sarajevo protests. Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: Moderate (disruption of

transit  and  regional  governance).

Mitigations:  Proactive  institutional

transparency and  genuine  anti-corruption

initiatives.

Media Insolvency: Triggered by the next

wave of judge-led SLAPP suits. Likelihood:

High. Impact:  High (death of independent

oversight).  Mitigations:  EU-level  anti-

SLAPP  directives and  domestic  judicial

reform.

Foreign  Labor  Backlash: Triggered  by

continued  systemic  discrimination  and

housing  crises.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Moderate  (social  fragmentation  and

workforce  instability).  Mitigations:

Implementing the new Law on Foreigners

with stronger worker protections.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Ukraine Conflict Details: The transcripts

focus heavily on the energy and economic

fallout  for  Central  Europe  but  provide

almost  no  detail  on  the  ground reality  of

the war or the specific "pressure" Trump is

applying to Kijev and Moscow.

The "New Block" at Krško: While SMRs

are  mentioned,  the  specific  status  and

Slovenian stance on the second block of the

Krško  nuclear  plant—a  major  regional

project—remains vague.

The Role of the Catholic Church: In the

Dabro  scandal,  the  cultural  and  religious

context  of  the  Ustaša  songs is  discussed,

but  the  official  stance  of  religious

institutions  on  historical  revisionism  is

absent.

Russian  Intelligence  Activity: Analysts

mention "foreign centers" of influence but

provide no concrete evidence or reporting

on  active  measures being  used  to

destabilize  the  Croatian  coalition  or  fuel

regional protests.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260217_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260217_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260217_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260217_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260217_140000


CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Dabro  Incident  as  a  Strategic

Distraction: A  contrarian  view  suggests

the HDZ is allowing the Dabro controversy

to  linger  to  distract  from  the  more

damaging INA management scandal or the

unpopular  concessions  being  made  to

Janaf's  critics.  By  focusing  on  a  "values"

debate, the government avoids scrutiny of

its corporate governance failures.

Sarajevo  Protests  as  a  Mask  for

Geopolitical Realignment: While framed

as a "Spring," the protests could be viewed

as  a  tool  for  certain  factions  to  remove

long-standing  leaders without  a  formal

election,  potentially  opening  the  door  for

candidates  more  aligned  with  foreign

interests in the energy or defense sectors.

AI  "Workslop"  as  a  Crisis  of  Human

Competence: The  failure  of  AI  to  boost

productivity may not be a tech failure but a

failure  of  training  and  management,

suggesting that the "tech bubble" of AI is

about  to  burst,  leading  to  a  massive

divestment and a return to high-cost human

expertise.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: 

Establish a direct task force to coordinate

with  the  U.S.  Treasury  regarding  Janaf/

OFAC  compliance to  prevent  a  unilateral

diplomatic break with Hungary.

Accelerate  the  Law  on  Foreigners and

include  mandatory  health  insurance

registration  at  the  point  of  entry  for  all

171,000 workers.

Implement the HND's recommendations for

an  early  dismissal  mechanism in  the

judiciary for clearly malicious SLAPP suits.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Companies  in  the  energy  sector  should

diversify away from Janaf reliance until the

legal  status  of  Russian  oil transport  is

formally cleared by both the EU and U.S.

Tech  firms  should  implement  "workslop"

auditing  systems  to  prevent  AI-generated

substance-free  content from  degrading

internal documentation and trust.

Real  estate  and  retail  sectors  in  Croatia

should  pivot  toward  servicing  the  foreign

worker market, as data shows a significant

shift  toward  long-term  and  multi-year

residency.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative cycle is dominated by

crisis  management  and  a  rush  to  pass

structural  reforms  before  the  coalition

potentially fractures.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Law  on  Foreigners: Currently  being

updated  to  allow  for  longer  work  permit

extensions and easier employer transitions,

with  an  intent  to  stabilize  the  171,000-

strong foreign workforce.

Law  on  Affordable  Housing: Presented

by  Minister  Bačić  as  a  demographic

necessity to  assist  young  families  and

workers in securing property in a volatile

market.

Law on Civil Nuclear Energy: Aimed at

aligning Croatia with global trends in low-

carbon  energy,  specifically  facilitating  the

future introduction of SMR technology.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Sisak  Mega-Farm  Roundtable: A

marathon  5-hour  session  where  citizens

and  experts  confronted  investors  from

Renaissance  Capital over  the  ecological

impact of 18 proposed poultry farms.

HND Anti-SLAPP Forum: Journalists and

legal  experts  highlighting  the

unprecedented  volume  of  lawsuits

targeting regional media outlets.

Janaf  Strategic  Briefing: Davor  Štern's

analysis of the ultimative oil demands from

Hungary  and  the  resulting  risk  of

secondary sanctions.

KEY STORIES

The  Dabro  Controversy: Video  emerges

of  MP Josip Dabro singing songs praising

Ustaša  leader  Ante  Pavelić.  The  HSLS

threatens to leave the coalition, leaving the

government's  76-seat  majority  in  doubt.

The  DP  defends  him,  citing  "carnival

tradition."

Sarajevo  Protests: Four  days  of  mass

demonstrations  following  the  death  of

student Erdoan Moranka and injury of Ela

Jovanović  in  a  tram  accident.  Protesters

reject  political  resignations,  demanding

systemic infrastructure reform.

Janaf  Energy  Standoff: Hungary  and

Slovakia  demand  transport  of  Russian

crude  through  Croatia.  Analysts  warn  of

severe  U.S.  sanctions  risks,  while  Croatia

maintains that its tariffs are market-based.

Foreign  Labor  in  Croatia: 171,000

workers, primarily from Nepal, Philippines,

and  India,  face  significant  integration

barriers.  Research  shows  40%  have  no

local  friends and  70%  report

discrimination.

SLAPP Suit  Crisis: Croatia  labeled  as  a

regional  hotspot  for  "legal  terror"  against

journalists.  HND survey shows 696 active

cases aimed  at  bankrupting  independent

media.

Sisak Farm Protests: Local  citizens  and

environmentalists  oppose  a  608  million

EUR  poultry  project.  Concerns  include

groundwater  pollution and  "fragmented"

project  approvals  designed  to  bypass

environmental standards.

AI  Workplace  Fatigue: Reports  indicate

that 95% of businesses see no gain from AI

due  to  the  rise  of  "workslop" and  the

erosion  of  critical  thinking  skills  among

employees.

U.S.  Visa  Policy  Changes: The  Trump

administration  implements  a  $1,000  H1B

application fee, prompting fears of a "brain

drain" and corporate relocation to Canada

and Europe.

Trump-Orbán  Strategic  Pact: U.S.

Secretary of State Marko Rubio and Viktor

Orbán finalize deals on civil nuclear energy,

signaling  a  new  era  of  transactional

diplomacy.

Mirotvorac  Documentary  Controversy:

A film about the ubojstvo of Josip Reihl-Kir

sparks  debate  on  historical  truth  and

"naknadna  pamet" (hindsight)  in  Croatian

society.

Serbia  Agricultural  Crisis: Farmers  in

Bogatić  blockade  roads  over  a  100%

collapse in meat and milk prices, accusing

the  government  of  being  unable  to  stop

foreign imports.

Macau Tourism Preservation: Report on

the restoration of the 1928 Hotel Central,

highlighting  the  global  heritage  tourism

market valued at $580 billion.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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