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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

UKRAINE FACES EXISTENTIAL TRIAGE: CONVERGING STRIKES,
DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE, AND ANTI-CORRUPTION PURGES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE (February 17, 2026)

CRITICAL INFLECTION POINT: KINETIC WARFARE: DIPLOMATIC COERCION: DOMESTIC VOLATILITY:
Simultaneous escalation in Massive Russian combined aerial High-stakes Geneva Trilateral ‘Midas’ corruption scandal
Kinetic Warfare, Diplomatic assault (400 drones, dozens of missiles) (UA, US, RU) begins. Trump admin  (Halushchenko arrested, $112M

Coercion, and Domestic targets energy grid. Starlink ‘white exerts pressure for territorial embezzled). State grip tightens on
Political Volatility. listing' paralyzes Russian frontline. ~ concessions (‘lemon’ peace deal). dissent (SBU interrogates Kryvetskyi).

KINETIC WARFARE & INFRASTRUGTURE SECURITY DIPLOMACY & STATECRAFT
8 _S=== MASSAERIAL ASSAULT: & 0 GENEVA TRILATERAL SUMMIT:

Record 600 Russian assaults in 48 US demands immediate
hours (Feb 7-0). Energy facilities ceasefire; Kyiv fears a ‘frozen
(Burshtyn, Dnipro) are primary conflict’ on Moscow's terms.

targets. FAB-500 bombs used. UA Us RU Deep rift in EU/US strategy.
(Budanov, Umerov) (Tnl.(.:sp", .:z;;;nn, (Medinsky)

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE:

Centralized grid nears collapse. European Parliament authorizes
Incentives for autonomous power S €90 billion loan to sustain
(generators, solar) as state seeks defense through 2027, shifting

to partition energy system. 5 financial burden from US.

THE ‘MIDAS’ SCANDAL: " WEAPONIZATION OF
Former Energy Minister LEADERSHIP & DISSENT: CONNECTIVITY:
Halushchenko arrested by Arrest of Halushchenko exposes ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT: Starlink ‘white listing' paralyzed
NABU/SAP for leading $112M fissures in ‘loyalty-based’ elite. Hryvnia weakens (43.17 UAH/USD).  Russian frontline coordination.
embezzlement scheme (Caribbean/ ~ SBU interrogates igor Kryvetskyi Russia sustains 1 trillion ruble loss  Russia throttles Telegram, lead-
Swiss accounts). Purge may be  for criticizing mobilization failures from refinery strikes but earns ing to digital disconnect and
Western aid precondition. (‘siege mentality'). €20bn via Druzhba pipeline. reliance on Soviet-era ‘Tapiks'.

WEAPONIZATION OF CONNECTIVITY ~ THE 'REARM EUROPE’ REALIZATION & US ‘PIVOT’  JAPAN'S EMERGENCE & RUSSIAN DISSENT

Digital signals as decisive as artillery. EU recognizes US umbrella isn't guaranteed; Sanae Takaichi's LDP triumph si?nals ‘Pacific
Starlink ‘white listing’ gives SpaceX veto budgets grow (€210bn to €360bn). Ukraine seen  fortress' strategy. Constitutional revision for
power. Russia’s chaotic Tele?ram throttling as NATO global instructor. US views Ukraine military expansion. Russian elite dissent
signals move toward ‘digital sovereignty’ through ‘Pacific theater priority’ lens, shifting over Starlink/Telegram shutoff; ‘Z-bloggers’
and internet bifurcation. focus to China and financial burden to EU. fracture from Kremlin.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT, RISK ASSESSMENT, AND KEY STORIES
RATEN SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS) MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS) LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)

Surge in Russian strikes for EU's €15bn instaliment shifts ‘Wall of Drones’ project (2027)
FORESIGHT  Geneva leverage. More high-level procurement. Japan formalizes permanently militarizes Eastern
Ukrainian arrests likely. security tandem with US. border with autonomous systems.

GRID COLLAPSE & MASS INTERNAL INSTITUTIONAL COUP RUSSIAN NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION
RISK DISPLACEMENT (High Likelihood) Displacement of Zelenskyy if (Moderate Likelihood)
ASSESSMENT  Total failure during -20°C freeze. Geneva terms perceived as betrayal. Iran receives tech for drones.
Impact: Millions of refugees. Impact: Civil unrest, fractured front. Impact: Israeli intervention.

Mass Aerial Assault (Feb 17). Arrest of Herman Halushchenko. Geneva Peace Talks begin. Starlink White-Listing paralyzes
KEY STORIES Russian comms. Japanese electoral success for Sanae Takaichi. Gulyaipole Offensive bypasses fortifications.
European Parliament €90bn loan. SBU Kryvetskyi interrogation. US refugee murder in NC. Berlin Film Festival protest.
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UKRAINE FACES EXISTENTIAL
TRIAGE AS MASSIVE RUSSIAN
STRIKES CONVERGE WITH HIGH-
LEVEL DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE AND
INTERNAL ANTI-CORRUPTION
PURGES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 17, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point for the Ukrainian state, characterized by
a simultaneous escalation in kinetic warfare,
diplomatic coercion, and domestic political
volatility. The Russian Federation launched
one of its most complex combined aerial
assaults of the conflict, deploying nearly 400
drones and dozens of missiles to degrade the
Ukrainian energy grid. This military surge
coincides with the opening of high-stakes
trilateral negotiations in Geneva between
Ukraine, the United States, and Russia, where
the incoming Trump administration is
reportedly exerting significant pressure on
Kyiv to accept territorial concessions in
exchange for a precarious "peace."

Internally, the Zelenskyy administration is
grappling with an explosive corruption

scandal involving former Energy Minister

Herman Halushchenko, who was

apprehended while attempting to flee the
country. The "Midas" operation has uncovered
a scheme involving the embezzlement of over
$112 million intended for infrastructure
protection. Simultaneously, the state is
tightening its grip on domestic dissent, as

evidenced by the SBU interrogation of
business leader Igor Kryvetskyi following

his public criticism of mobilization failures.
The day’s events suggest a nation under siege
from without and within, struggling to
maintain international support while purging
institutional decay.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The "Midas" Corruption Scandal:
Former Energy and Justice Minister
Herman Halushchenko was arrested by
NABU and SAP during a border crossing
attempt. He is accused of leading a
criminal organization that siphoned 10%
from energy tenders, funneling funds into

ri n and Swi ffshor n
Strategic analysis suggests this purge may
be a pre-condition for continued Western
aid, which has been increasingly contingent
on transparency.

* Geneva Trilateral Summit: Negotiations
began in Switzerland with a Russian
delegation led by Vladimir Medinsky. The
US position, articulated by Donald Trump
and Marco Rubio, demands an immediate
ceasefire, though Ukrainian officials fear
this is a "lemon" deal intended to freeze the
conflict on Moscow's terms.
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* Starlink Technological Warfare: A
significant tactical victory was reported
following the operational shutoff of
thousands of illicitly obtained Starlink
terminals used by Russian forces. The
move, implemented via "white lists,"
reportedly paralyzed Russian frontline
coordination and drone operations
temporarily, sparking internal panic within
the Russian command.

* Japanese Political Realignment: The
triumph of Sanae Takaichi's Liberal
Democratic Party in Japan signals a shift
toward a "Pacific fortress" strategy.
Takaichi's agenda includes re-evaluating
the pacifist constitution and increasing
defense spending, which could eventually
open doors for lethal military aid to
Ukraine, despite current restrictions.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Russian forces have transitioned to a tactic
f "infiltration" mall T ,
particularly in the Gulyaipole sector,
attempting to bypass fortifications that face
south toward the Sea of Azov.

* The frequency of Russian assaults reached
a record peak of 600 miTypMmiB (assaults)
in a 48-hour period (February 7-8),
indicating an attempt to secure maximal
territorial gains before diplomatic freezing
occurs.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* Ukrainian energy facilities, specifically

Burshtyn and Dnipro, remain primary

targets for Russian aviation, utilizing
FAB-500 bombs to level entire blocks.

* The government is incentivizing
autonomous power solutions, offering
0% loans for private citizens to purchase
generators and solar systems as the
centralized grid nears collapse.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* A significant rift is appearing between EU
and US diplomatic strategy; while Trump
pushes for a deal with Putin, the European
Parliament has authorized a 90 billion
Euro loan intended to sustain Ukraine’s
defense through 2027.

* The "Peace Council" initiated by the US is
viewed skeptically in Kyiv as a parody of
the UN, lacking representation from the
Palestinian side while focusing heavily on
Israeli and Russian security interests.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The arrest of Halushchenko exposes deep
fissures in the Ukrainian elite. Critics

allege he was appointed for loyalty over
competence, a "diagnosis" of systemic

failure during wartime.

* The detention of Igor Kryvetskyi

highlights a growing "siege mentality" in
where dissent regarding
mobilization is classified as "obstructing
the Armed Forces."

governance,

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Connectivity

The conflict has entered a phase where the
control of digital signals is as decisive as
artillery. The Starlink "white listing"
maneuver proved that SpaceX maintains de
facto veto power over Russian frontline
movements. However, Russia's retaliatory
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throttling of Telegram—a platform their

military relies on for horizontal
communication—illustrates a chaotic internal
effort to centralize information control even at
the cost of tactical efficiency. This suggests a
move toward "digital sovereignty" that could
permanently bifurcate the global internet into
warring enclaves.

The "Rearm Europe" Realization

The European Union's Rearm Europe Plan

reveals a belated recognition that the US
security umbrella is no longer guaranteed.
With defense budgets growing from 210bn
to 360bn Euro in five years, the bloc is
attempting to solve the fragmentation of its 27
militaries, which currently maintain 17
different tank types. Ukraine is increasingly
seen not just as a recipient of aid, but as a
global instructor for NATO, with the
Bundeswehr now hiring Ukrainian veterans to
teach high-intensity drone warfare.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine: Institutional Purges and Social
Fragility

Institutional decay has reached a breaking

point. The Halushchenko  court
proceedings have revealed that top officials

were allegedly chosen for their willingness to
participate in "shadow be offices" rather than
their ability to protect the energy sector. This
has created a massive crisis of trust with
international investors, who now view
Ukrainian state-owned enterprises as high-
risk. Furthermore, the mobilization debate
is turning toxic; public figures are now being
interrogated for characterizing the exodus of
18-24-year-olds as "national genocide."

Russia:
Dissent

Digital Disconnect and Elite

In Russia, the sudden unavailability of
Starlink and the state’s slowing of Telegram

has fractured the relationship between the "Z-
bloggers" and the Kremlin. Politicians like
Sergey Mironov are publicly calling the
censors "idiots," highlighting that the Russian
army has no viable alternative for encrypted
frontline coordination. This digital blockade is
forcing a regression to Soviet-era wired
field phones (“Tapiks"), significantly
reducing the speed of Russian decision-
making.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The US "Pivot to Speed"

The United States is increasingly viewing
Ukraine through the lens of a Pacific theater
priority. The Trump administration's posture
in Geneva is driven by a desire to clear the
European "distraction" to focus on China. US
representatives are signaling that while
American weaponry is still being supplied, it
is now being done with European funds,
shifting the financial burden entirely to the
EU.

Japan's Emergence as a Security Actor

Japan is moving beyond its post-WWII pacifist
shell. The LDP's constitutional majority
indicates a public mandate for a proactive
military posture. Tokyo 1is beginning to
perceive the Russian threat in the North and
the Chinese threat in the South as indivisible
from the war in Ukraine, leading to
increased cooperation with NATO missions.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is defined by the
weaponization of energy flows and the total
integration of the Ukrainian economy into
Western financial lifelines. Market sentiment
is volatile as the Hryvnia continues to weaken
against the Dollar and Euro.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Currency Fluctuations: The Hryvnia

(UAH) has dropped to 43.17 against the
USD and 51.16 against the Euro.

* Energy Revenues: Russia’s budget has
sustained a 1 trillion ruble loss due to
Ukrainian drone strikes on refineries.
However, Russia continues to earn
significant revenue through the Druzhba

ipeline, netting roughly 20 billion Euro
over the last four years from transfers to
Hungary and Slovakia.

International Aid: The EU has committed

to a 90 billion Euro funding package,

which is structured as a loan but functions
as a subsidy for the European defense
industry.

* Commodities: Brent crude is rising

toward $64 per barrel, while Russian oil

(Urals) is facing a widening discount
against global benchmarks, forcing Russian

firms to operate at a loss or beg for state
subsidies.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day has seen a dramatic decapitation of
the "loyalty-based" faction in the energy

sector, along with a consolidation of
conservative power in East Asia.

* Herman Halushchenko: The former
Minister is the primary "loser" of the day;
his arrest and the 200 million UAH bail
mark the end of his political career and a
severe blow to the "loyalty network" within
the Zelenskyy administration.

* Sanae Takaichi: Emerges as a major
global "winner," securing a constitutional
majority in Japan, allowing for the most
significant military expansion in Japanese
history.

* Vladimir Medinsky: His return as head
of the Russian negotiation team signals
Putin's intent to focus on ideological and
cultural demands (language and church
status) rather than just military de-
escalation.

Valerii Zaluzhnyi: Reported to have met

fficials in I.ondon to
discuss the Starlink crisis, indicating his
continued influence as a strategic advisor
despite his diplomatic post.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network maintains a high-intensity
nationalistic tone, prioritizing existential
threats (strikes and frontline updates) and
institutional integrity (Halushchenko case).
The Lead Stories were the Russian drone
strikes and the Halushchenko arrest, framed
as a '"purification" of the state. Buried
Stories included the murder of Ukrainian
refugees in North Carolina, which was
mentioned but quickly transitioned into a
discussion on US domestic politics. There is a
Conspicuous Omission regarding the exact
details of the "Geneva formula"; the broadcast
critiques the pressure on Zelenskyy without
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explaining the specific territorial trade-offs
being discussed on the tarmac of Air Force
One.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The international system is portrayed as a
fracturing multipolar arena where traditional
allies (USA) are becoming transactional and
unpredictable foes, while new blocks (EU/
Japan) are emerging as the only reliable
pillars of stability.

* United States (Trump/Rubio): Framed as

unstable and opportunistic. Trump is
depicted as a leader who treats
international law as a barrier to
pukratop (dictators) and is more
interested in a Nobel Peace Prize than
Ukrainian sovereignty.

* Russia (Putin/Medinsky): Portrayed as
chaotic yet malicious. The internal panic
over Starlink is mocked, but the "Peace
Council" and Geneva efforts are seen as a
ruse for "meat-grinder" assaults.

* Japan (Takaichi): Characterized as
strong and principled. The broadcast

highlights her high support levels and

consistent pro-Ukrainian stance as an
example of what reliable leadership looks
like.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Domestic Propaganda: The Russian state
is attempting to seed a narrative of
technological invulnerability despite the
Starlink  shutoff, with  propagandist
Solovyov claiming the front has "no issues"
while soldiers on the ground plead with
censors for access.

The "Anticyclone Felix" Narrative:
Weather reporting is used as a unifying
tool; the Anticyclone Felix (meaning
"Happy") is ironically used to describe a
freeze that will hinder both Russian
maneuvers and Ukrainian heating, a
psychological coping mechanism for the
harsh winter.

Cultural Sovereignty: Ukrainian media is
pushing back against the "Wizard of the
Kremlin" film and others portraying Putin
as a "complex" character, labeling them as

Russian footprints in European cinema.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Frozen Conflict Scenario: Geneva
negotiations will likely lead to a "Geneva
Protocol" that freezes the current contact
line by late Spring 2026, as the US
withdraws financial support for active
offensive operations.

Energy Partitioning: Given the "Midas"
corruption and continued grid strikes,
Ukraine may be forced to partition its
energy system into autonomous "islands,"
effectively ending the centralized Soviet-
era grid model.

Russian Digital Isolation: The panic over
Starlink and Telegram will accelerate
Russia's development of a sovereign
"closed" internet modeled after China's
WeChat system, aimed for completion by
2027.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge
in Russian missile strikes intended to
secure "leverage" for the Geneva closing
statements. Domestically, more high-level
arrests in the Ukrainian defense and
economy ministries are likely as NABU
broadens its "Midas" investigation.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The EU’s
15 billion Euro installment in April will
trigger a shift in procurement, favoring
European over American defense
contractors. Japan will likely formalize its
security tandem with the US, increasing
maritime presence to counter the Russian
"shadow fleet."

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "Wall of
Drones" project (2027) will permanently
militarize the Eastern European border,
creating a new "Iron Curtain" defined by
autonomous systems rather than physical
fortifications.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Grid Collapse & Mass Displacement:
Potential for a total failure of the Ukrainian
energy system during the -20°C freeze.
Triggers: Precision strikes on 750kV
substations. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Millions of new refugees fleeing to Poland/
Germany. Mitigations: Rapid deployment
of 500 autonomous power units and

decentralization.

e Internal

Institutional Coup:
Displacement of the Zelenskyy
administration by populist military factions
if Geneva terms are perceived as betrayal.
Triggers: Signing of a territorial hand-
over. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Civil
unrest and potential fracturing of the front.
Mitigations: Anti-corruption purges to re-
legitimize the state.

Russian Nuclear Proliferation to Proxy
States: Iran potentially receives nuclear
technology in exchange for continued
drone/missile  support to Russia.
Triggers: Collapse of US-Iran nuclear
talks. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Direct Israeli intervention in the Middle
East. Mitigations: Targeted strikes on
Iranian drone f: ri

Starlinkretaliation: Russian cyber-attacks
against SpaceX infrastructure in response
to white-listing. Triggers: Continued

frontline paralysis. Likelihood: Low to
Moderate. Impact: Global satellite

communication disruption. Mitigations:
Diversification into domestic satellite
constellations.

Mobilization Backlash: Violent clashes
between civilians and the TLK
(Mobilization Centers). Triggers: Further
incidents in Odesa involving physical
force by officers. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Erosion of national unity.
Mitigations: Transparency in recruitment

and reforming mobilization laws.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The exact nature of Chinese military

support to Russia is largely unaddressed,
focusing only on ‘"grey imports" for
technology.
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* The actual survival rate of the
Ukrainian energy grid is kept under tight
state censorship; the true level of "Point of
Invincibility" preparedness is unknown.

* The transcripts fail to detail the Ukrainian
counter-strategy in the Pokrovsk
sector, which is currently facing the
highest intensity of Russian assaults.

* There is no mention of Russian covert
financing of the ultra-right groups in
Poland who are increasingly hostile toward
Ukrainian refugees.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Midas" Case as a Managed Sacrifice

The arrest of Halushchenko may not be a
genuine anti-corruption breakthrough, but a
managed sacrificial offering to appease the
Trump administration's demand for a "clean"
partner. By purging a high-profile "loyalty
hire," Zelenskyy may be attempting to shield
higher-level figures like Andriy Yermak from

scrutiny during the Geneva talks.

Russian Digital Panic as a Deception
Operation

The reported "panic" over Starlink shutoffs
could be a maskirovka (deception) to lure
Ukrainian forces into overextending on the
assumption of Russian communication failure,
while Russian command has actually
established more resilient, low-tech
alternatives they are feigning to lack.

Black Swan: The Polish Exit

A "Black Swan" event could be the sudden
closure of the Polish border by the
Konfederacja-led elements, cutting off the
main logistics artery for both military aid and
refugees. This would occur if the Polish

public sentiment (currently 43% negative

toward Ukrainians) hits a tipping point,
leading to an immediate collapse of the
Ukrainian defense regardless of Western
funding.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately shift from
centralized grid protection to object-level
micro-grid defense to prevent total urban
blackouts.

* Economic: Utilize the 90bn Euro EU loan
to build a sovereign drone industry, moving
away from reliance on US export-restricted
technologies.

* Diplomatic: Pivot toward the "Pacific
Fortress" states (Japan, Estonia) for long-
term security guarantees that are less

tied to US electoral cycles.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify logistics routes
through Romania and the Balkans to
hedge against potential Polish border
closures.

* Regulatory: Assume total transparency
mandates; the offshore tracking capacity
of NABU has increased, making "grey"
energy deals high-liability.

* Capital Allocation: Focus on localized
energy production (small boiler rooms/

generators) which is currently the only
growth sector with government sovereign
guarantees.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity has centered on fiscal
survival and the consolidation of executive
power under the guise of security necessity.
High-stakes decrees from President Zelenskyy
have sanctioned 10 Russian athletes to
signal continued resistance.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* 19th EU Sanctions Package: A critical
directive banning the purchase of refined

Russian oil products, aiming to close the
loophole used by India and China.

* Rearm Europe Plan: An EU-wide
legislative  framework to standardize
interoperable military equipment and
centralize procurement.

* National Cashback Program: A new

domestic policy launching March 1 to

offer 5-15% rebates on Ukrainian-made
goods to sustain the internal market.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Halushchenko Bail Hearing: A public
court session detailing illicit cash flows
and offshore transactions.

* Rubio-Orban Press Conference: A
diplomatic briefing in Budapest where the

US reaffirmed support for Hungary's
mediator role.

KEY STORIES

e Mass Aerial Assault (Feb 17): Russia

utilized 400 drones and 30 missiles in a
massive  attack targeting Odesa,
Zaporizhzhia, and Dnipro. Three were
injured in Odesa; a woman and two
children were killed in Sumy.

Arrest of Herman Halushchenko: The
former minister was taken off a train to
Warsaw and charged with leading a $112M
embezzlement syndicate. Bail set at 200M
UAH.

Geneva Peace Talks: Trilateral
negotiations commenced in Switzerland.
Delegates include Budanov and Umerov for
Ukraine; Medinsky for Russia; Rubio and
Kushner for the USA.

Starlink White-Listing: Russian frontline

communications collapsed overnight

after SpaceX blocked all terminals not on
an official Ukrainian white list.

* Japanese Flectoral Success: Sanae

Takaichi  secured a  parliamentary
majority, promising to end Japan's pacifist
era and increase support for Ukraine.
Gulyaipole Offensive: Russian troops
have main fortifications,
entering the city from the north and east,
leading to 350 Russian casualties daily.

European Parliament Loan:
Authorization of a 90 _ billion Euro
funding line for Ukraine, intended to
bolster the EU defense industry through
Ukrainian procurement.

SBU Kryvetskyi Interrogation:
Entrepreneur Igor Kryvetskyi was
interrogated in Kyiv for calling
mobilization policies "national genocide"
during a media interview.

US Refugee Murder: A 21-year-old
Ukrainian refugee, Kateryna Tomash, was
shot and Kkilled in North Carolina by an
estranged former boyfriend.

Berlin Film Festival Protest: Ukrainian
filmmakers denounced the festival for
screening films with "Russian trails" and
humanizing Russian officials.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260217_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260217_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260217_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260217_040000

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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