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NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY:
Severe measles outbreak (9,487+ cases),
nationwide vaccination drive for ages 13-49.
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Nadia Ldpez Garcia appointed to solidify ‘Nueva Escuela
Mexicana' curriculum, focus on indigenous representation.

ECONOMIC SOVEREIGNTY IN FILM: -

30% tax reduction for domestic productions, INSTITUTIONALIZATION WEAPONIZING

70% national procurement mandate. OF ‘NUEVA ESCUELA REGULATION FOR
MEXICANA' PROTECTION

GEOPOLITICAL TRADE HEDGING: oo
‘ (Integration of (PROFECO Reduced US

‘Plan B’ roadmap with Canada for mining and ratic ] ECO F
refined minerals to mitigate USMCA instability. gender/indigenous interventions in reliance, Canada
perspectives, ticket/gas ‘Plan B’ supply

SOCIAL PREVENTION VIA SPORTS: purging dissenters) markets) chain)
‘Boxeando por la Paz’ program for 100,000
youths to rebuild social fabric.

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE FRICTION:
Formal Holes! to UK over asylum for
Karime Macias.

Vs ( EXTERNAL DYNAMICS ‘
| &GLOBALPOSTURE |
(Institutional transition, (Deieﬁﬁve agaﬁst -
GLOBALHEALTH  INFORMATION  DIPLOMACY&  CIVILUNREST & ! sition, nsive
&BIOSECURITY  WARFARE STATECRAFT  CYBERSECURITY emyironhental contigency leadaranin o olobo Sauth,

(Antibody studies, ~(Combating Post-truth', (Moral leadership, aid _(Feminicide justice i At i
v(accinaliznpnims}( ek SRS o Cif eamamsest) l(:arhackingzhua(s) vulnerability, polarization) cultural diplomacy)

FUELPRICES  BASIC BASKET
COST

LABOR
($2356/Lavg.) INCENTIVES , (40-hr week debate, Educational (Removed from  (PROFECO Head) (UKPM - framed
($773-$936) (30% ISR cut) Jﬂ:lep:‘s“ﬁgg}:;)"‘%l;dn Mal(erials Director) ¢ post) { D7 as weak)

INFORMATION
WARFARE

UNITED STATES/TRUMP. pe ENVIRONMENT

(Hostile actor, “failed
nation’ rhetoric). \ . State media seeding

\ 3 ‘conservative Weaponizin
X disinformation’.  Epstein scandal
SoE narrative against critics
g
Sy CANADAT N =
(Stable economic »
\ BIG TECH
Py

UNITED KINGDOM partner, counterweight)
(Unprincipled asylum,
intelnafco"apse)

CUBA
(Heroic victim of
sanctions, Mexican aid)

rSy

FUTURE OUTLOOK, STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISK ASSESSMENT

SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM m NMENTAL
COLLAPSE [
: Prioritize Canad:

(1-4 Weeks) (1-6 Months) (1-5 Years)
accelerate vaccinatmn's,
u'w'”ﬂ".'.’ﬁ,d pressure UK on Macias,
capitalization on film
ligh lho;'d

Strategile Marhis

Vaccination surge, Film production Mexico-Canada
environmental migration, industrial axis,
restrictions, UK electoral reform  sovereign education

diplomatic clash. debate. implementation.

izing credits, invest in
pstein scandal hybrid fleets, avoid
against critics Israeli tech.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

CANALCATORCE

FEBRUARY 17, 2026

THE MEXICAN ADMINISTRATION IS
SOLIDIFYING ITS SOCIAL REFORM
AGENDA THROUGH CULTURAL
SOVEREIGNTY AND AGGRESSIVE
PUBLIC HEALTH MEASURES WHILE
BRACING FOR GEOPOLITICAL
FRICTION WITH THE UNITED
STATES OVER TRADE AND
MIGRATION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Mexican government, under President
Claudia Sheinbaum, is currently navigating a
pivotal moment in its "Fourth
Transformation," characterized by a strategic
shift in domestic social policy and a defensive
posture against external geopolitical shifts.
Domestically, the administration is focusing on
a new educational model and social
prevention programs like Boxeando por la Paz
to address systemic violence and youth
precarity. This effort is juxtaposed against a
burgeoning public health emergency as the
nation faces a significant measles outbreak,
with nearly 9,500 cases reported. The
government is responding with a massive
vaccination campaign, targeting specific age

cohorts to curb the contagion before it
reaches unmanageable levels.

Geopolitically, the administration is managing
a complex relationship with the United States,
particularly regarding the resurgence of
Donald Trump's influence on trade and
migration Mexico is actively
exploring "Plan B" options, including
deepening ties with Canada in the mining and
refined minerals sectors, to mitigate potential
disruptions to the USMCA. Simultaneously,
the state is projecting a stance of moral and
humanitarian leadership by providing aid to
Cuba and challenging the United Kingdom
over its decision to grant political asylum to
Mexican

policies.

Karime Macias, a move the
government views as an affront to its anti-
corruption efforts. This dual focus on internal
stabilization and external strategic
maneuverability suggests an administration
seeking to protect its sovereign interests in an

increasingly volatile global environment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* National Public Health Emergency: A
severe measles outbreak has reached 9,487
confirmed cases, primarily in Chihuahua,
prompting a nationwide vaccination drive
for children and adults aged 13 to 49.

* Educational Leadership Transition: The
removal of Marx Arriaga and the
appointment of ia Lépez rcia as
Director of Educational Materials signals a
firming of the "Nueva Escuela Mexicana"
curriculum and a focus on indigenous
representation.
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* Economic Sovereignty in Film: The
government has implemented a 30% tax
reduction (ISR) for domestic film
productions to boost the industry and
mandate 70% national procurement in
supply chains.

* Geopolitical Trade Hedging: Faced with
potential USMCA instability, Mexico is
prioritizing a idir
roadmap with Canada, focusing on mining
infrastructure and refined minerals.

ional investmen

* Social Prevention via Sports: The launch
of a program providing professional boxing
instruction to 100,000 youths aims to
"rebuild the social fabric" and steer
vulnerable populations
organized crime.

away from

International Justice Friction: Mexico is

issuing a formal note of protest to the

United Kingdom for granting asylum to
Karime Macias, ex-wife of former Veracruz
governor Javier Duarte.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Global Health & Biosecurity The measles
outbreak represents the most immediate
threat to domestic stability. Health authorities
are utilizing blood antibody studies to track
immunity gaps rather than relying on self-
reported vaccination data. The strategy
involves deploying 20,000 vaccination points
and focusing on ‘"intensification zones" in
states like Sonora, Chihuahua, and Puebla
where transmission is highest.

Information Warfare & Disinformation
The administration is deeply concerned with
the "Post-truth" era, citing the manipulation of
information during the 2016 US election and
Brexit as warnings for Mexico. Media outlets
like TV Azteca are accused of running
"permanent attacks" on the government,

leading to discussions about civil lawsuits
against media organizations that propagate
"lies" to influence the public.

Diplomacy &  Statecraft Mexico s
positioning itself as a defender of Latin
American sovereignty, exemplified by its
humanitarian aid to Cuba despite US
sanctions. In Europe, the government is
clashing with the UK over the asylum status of
Karime Macias, while concurrently
celebrating the Tlatelolco Treaty anniversary
to reassert its commitment to global nuclear
disarmament.

Civil Unrest & Social Order Domestic
violence and feminicides remain critical
issues. The government is highlighting high-
profile sentencings in acid attack cases
(violence against Esmeralda Milldn) to
demonstrate judicial progress. The "Boxeando
por la Paz" initiative is the primary soft-power
tool for maintaining order in high-risk urban
areas.

Cybersecurity & Threat Actors A deep
car hacking technology
developed by Israeli firms has been raised,
with reports indicating that vehicles can be
spied on or remotely controlled. This tech
sovereignty issue is framed as a significant
threat to national privacy and security.

concern over

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Institutionalization of the "Nueva
Escuela Mexicana" The government is
moving beyond the initial introduction of new
textbooks toward a permanent remodelling of
the educational framework. This includes
integrating gender perspectives and
indigenous worldviews as fundamental pillars
of national identity, while purging dissenters
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from the administrative ranks to ensure
ideological alignment.

Weaponizing Regulation for Consumer
Protection The administration is increasingly
using regulatory bodies like PROFECO to
intervene in private markets. For example, the
new transparency requirements for ticket
sellers (spurred by the "BTS Army"
controversy) and the publication of "Who's
Who" in gas prices reflect a trend of state-led
market correction to prevent "abuses" by
private corporations.

Strategic Hedging in North American
Trade Mexico is signaling that while it values
the USMCA, it is no longer exclusively reliant
on the US market. The Mexico-Canada "Plan
B" strategy emphasizes critical minerals and
mining, positioning Mexico as a vital node in
the North American supply chain that can
bypass some of the volatility of US domestic
politics.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Mexico is experiencing a period of intense
institutional transition. The replacement of
Marx Arriaga after a public standoff involving
his refusal to modify educational materials
suggests a consolidation of executive control
over the "Fourth Transformation" narrative.
While the government projects strength, the
environmental contingency in Mexico City and
the measles outbreak in the north reveal
significant infrastructure and service delivery
vulnerabilities. Polarization remains high,
with the government explicitly targeting
"conservative" media and previous
administrations as sources of disinformation
and corruption. The reliance on programs like
"Boxeando por la Paz" indicates that the state
is still struggling to maintain social order in

territories dominated by organized crime,
opting for social prevention over direct
military confrontation in these specific
segments.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The world is framed as an increasingly
anarchic "post-truth" arena where digital
surveillance and big data are the new primary
electors. Mexico is reacting defensively by
seeking "moral leadership"” in the Global
South. By supporting Cuba and recognizing
Palestine as a state, Mexico is attempting to
forge a third path between competing global
blocs. The relationship with the United States
is portrayed as one of endurance against
"hostile" policies, while the relationship with
Canada is being elevated to a strategic
partnership of mutual economic necessity. The
Mexican state is actively projecting power
through cultural diplomacy (e.g., film
incentives, Salma Hayek’s international
platform) to counter negative international
narratives about migration and violence.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is defined by targeted
state interventionism and a focus on cost-of-
living indicators for the general population.
Inflationary pressures on the "canasta basica"
are being closely monitored, while significant
tax incentives are being used to stimulate
specific high-growth sectors like cinema and
digital media.

* Fuel Prices: Regular gasoline is averaging
$23.56 per liter, with 93.2% of stations
complying with federal price caps.
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* Basic Basket: Costs for the "canasta
basica" fluctuate between $773.92 and
$936.30 depending on the region and retail
chain.

* Cinematic Incentives: A 30% reduction in
ISR has been established for film projects
in Mexico, with a cap of 40 million pesos
per project.

* Labor Costs: The government is debating
a mandatory 40-hour work week reform,
dismissing claims that it will reduce worker
income.

* Social Spending: The "Jovenes

Construyendo el Futuro" stipend has been

set at 9,500 pesos monthly plus medical

insurance.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Recent leadership shifts reflect an ongoing
effort to align key administrative roles with
the President's strategic vision for the "Fourth
Transformation."

* Nadia Lopez Garcia: Appointed as the
new Director of Educational Materials; an
indigenous poet and whose
appointment reinforces the administration's
focus on cultural diversity and reformist
education.

activist

* Marx Arriaga: Removed from his post
after an office standoff and refusal to
coordinate with the subsecretary of
education; his departure signals the end of
a specific factional influence over the
textbook curriculum.

 Ivan Escalante: FElevated as head of
PROFECO, leading the aggressive
regulation of ticket prices and
environmental equipment recalls.

* Kier Starmer: Framing of the UK Prime
Minister as faltering due to cabinet
resignations and the Epstein files scandal,
suggesting institutional
London.

weakness in

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The lead stories are overwhelmingly
nationalistic and celebratory of government
initiatives, particularly the boxing social
program and cinematic incentives. Public
health news regarding the measles outbreak
is treated with high urgency but framed as a
manageable crisis that the "efficient" state
can handle. Stories regarding the Epstein files
and US political scandals are emphasized to
paint the US as a source of instability and
moral decay. Buried stories include the
specifics of organized crime territorial control
and the precise economic impact of the
ongoing environmental contingencies in the
capital. The tone is reassuring toward
government actions but hostile toward
“conservative" domestic critics and certain
international powers like the UK.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The overarching narrative depicts a world
where sovereign states must protect
themselves against "Post-truth" manipulation
and foreign judicial interference.

* Mexico: Framed as a resurgent power lead
by a "champion" president (Sheinbaum),
focusing on social justice and cultural
sovereignty.

* United States / Trump: Portrayed as a
hostile actor ("threat to the nation") whose
"failed nation" rhetoric toward Cuba is
rejected by the Mexican public.
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* United Kingdom: Characterized as
unprincipled for protecting “corrupt"
figures like Karime Macias while facing
internal collapse.

* Cuba: Portrayed as a heroic and resilient
victim of "genocidal" economic sanctions
that Mexico must help alleviate.

* Canada: Framed as a stable and rational
economic partner, a necessary
counterweight to the volatility of the United
States.

* Big Tech (GAFAM): Characterized as a
predatory actor that manipulates emotions

and "hacks" democracy for profit.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Active narrative shaping is evident in the
government's focus on "Post-truth" as a
foreign contagion. State media is seeding the
narrative that internal opposition is not
legitimate criticism but part of a coordinated
disinformation campaign by "conservatives"
and "Big Data" giants. There is a clear delta
between the portrayal of the
"Boxeando por la Paz" program as a grand
solution to violence and the reality of its
limited pilot scope. Furthermore, the
government is weaponizing the Epstein
scandal to discredit US-aligned political
factions and media critics by linking them to a
"culture of corruption.”

state's

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Education Purge: The removal of Arriaga
will likely lead to a rapid revision of
educational materials to more closely
reflect Sheinbaum's specific ideological
nuances before the next school year.

e USMCA Friction: Trump's rhetoric and
Mexico's "Plan B" with Canada suggest that
a formal renegotiation or partial suspension
of the USMCA is a significant possibility in
the medium term.

* Measles Crisis Escalation: If vaccination
rates in northern "intensification zones" do
not reach 95%, the outbreak could lead to
interstate travel restrictions and school
closures by late 2026.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
vaccination propaganda and potential vehicle
restriction expansions in Mexico City as
environmental conditions worsen. A formal
diplomatic clash with the UK over Karime
Macias is imminent.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):
Implementation of the 30% ISR cinematic
credit will likely see a migration of pr
companies to Mexico, increasing regional
labor demand. The electoral reform debate
will likely intensify, focusing on reducing the
number of "plurinominal"” seats.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift
toward Mexico-Canada industrial alignment
could create a new mining-and-tech axis in
North America that is less dependent on US
political cycles. This would be underpinned by
"sovereign" educational and social programs
designed to insulate the Mexican youth from
"foreign" neoliberal ideologies.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

* Public Health Collapse: Measles
contagion spreads beyond unvaccinated
enclaves into the general urban population.
Triggers: Low vaccine uptake in Sonora/
Chihuahua. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
High (national lockdowns). Mitigation:
Aggressive door-to-door
campaigns.

vaccination

* Trade War Escalation: Trump implements
"genocidal" tariffs on Mexican exports or
cancels USMCA. Triggers: US election
outcomes or migration spikes. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Extreme (GDP contraction).
Mitigation: Finalizing Plan B agreements
with Canada and the EU.

* Cyber-Surveillance Breach: State or non-
state actors utilize "car hacking" tech to
target  high-level Mexican officials.
Triggers: Adoption of Carrint/Israeli tech in
government fleets. Likelihood: Low. Impact:
Moderate (political scandal). Mitigation:

Nationalizing critical  infrastructure
software.
* Environmental Instability: Sustained

pollution contingencies in Mexico City lead
to civil unrest and business shutdowns.
Triggers: Severe thermal inversions and
wildfires.  Likelihood: @ High. Impact:
Moderate. Mitigation: Modernizing public
transport fleets.

* Diplomatic Isolation: Supporting Cuba
and the UK asylum clash isolate Mexico
from  Western security  frameworks.
Triggers: Formal UK-Mexico diplomatic
break. Likelihood: Low. Impact: Moderate.
Mitigation: Balancing rhetoric with nuclear
disarmament leadership.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Organized Crime Influence: The
broadcast completely ignores the role of
cartels in the regions facing the measles
outbreak, which significantly hampers
vaccination logistics.

Economic Impact of Contingencies: No
data is provided on the financial losses
incurred by businesses during the frequent
vehicle restrictions in the capital.

Arriaga Removal Details: The "legal"
reasons for Marx Arriaga’s removal are
vague, likely masking a deeper factional
battle within the Ministry of Education.

* US Political Ground Truth: The portrayal
of the US is filtered through a purely
adversarial lens, ignoring potential pro-
Mexico factions in the US Congress or
private sector.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin" Social Program: The
"Boxeando por la Paz" program might not be a
real security solution but a highly produced
PR stunt to distract from the state’s inability
to curb high-intensity criminal violence. If the
program fails to show a decrease in crime
within 6 months, it may be revealed as a
waste of state resources designed purely for
cinematic propaganda.

The Canada Bluff: Mexico’s "Plan B" with
Canada may be a tactical bluff to gain
leverage in USMCA negotiations. Canada’s
own reliance on the US market makes a truly
independent Mexico-Canada axis
economically unrealistic, and the US could
easily pressure Canada into abandoning the
"Plan B" in favor of unified North American
tariffs.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the bilateral relationshi
Canada to secure mining and mineral
refinement autonomy.

* Accelerate the measles vaccination
campaign to prevent a full-scale national
health lockdown.

» Use the Karime Macias case to pressure
the UK on transparency, potentially linking
it to trade discussions.

For Private Sector/Investors:

e Film and media companies should
capitalize on the 30% tax credit while
ensuring 70% of their supply chain is
localized.

* Logistics and manufacturing firms must
prepare for xten nvironmental

contingencies in central Mexico by

investing in electric or hybrid fleets.

» Technology firms should avoid Israeli-linked
surveillance software to mitigate regulatory

and political risk in the current Mexican

environment.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative cycle is dominated by
electoral and economic reform proposals
aimed at consolidating state power and
reducing the costs of democracy. Press events
have focused heavily on the "La Clinica es

Nuestra" initiative and new consumer
protection mandates.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Electoral Reform: Proposal to eliminate
"plurinominal" seats and reduce the
overall budget for political parties and
elections.

o 40-Hour Work Week: A pending labor
reform aimed at increasing worker rest
time without decreasing base pay.

o Ticketing Transparency Law: New
regulations for "boleteras" to provide 24-

hour advance pricing and seat maps to

prevent price gouging.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Mananera (Feb 17): Focused on the
Boxeando por la Paz launch and the
cinematic tax incentives.

o Health Ministry Briefing: Detailed the
measles vaccination roadmap for the
13-49 age demographic.

o PROFECO Weekly Brief: Released gas
price data and basic basket cost
rankings across the country.

KEY STORIES

* The Rise of Post-Truth Politics: A deep
analysis of how "fake news" and big data
manipulation in 2016 set the stage for
current global political instability.

* Cinematic Sovereignty Incentives:
Introduction of a 30% ISR reduction to
boost Mexican film production and
mandate local hiring.

* Marx Arriaga Standoff: Controversy
surrounding the ouster of Arriaga from the
Ministry of Education following a televised
"atrenchment" in his office.
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* Boxeando por la Paz: A national program
providing professional boxing training to
100,000 youths as a crime prevention
measure.

* Measles Crisis Management: Nationwide
response to 9,487 measles cases, focusing
on a new vaccination protocol for adults.

* Cuba Petroleum Embargo: Mexico’s

humanitarian and material support for
Cuba in the face of intensified US

sanctions.

Israeli Car Hacking Threat: Reports on
firms like Toca and Ryson developing tech
to spy on and remotely control modern
smart cars.

» Karime Macias Dispute:
Mexico’s formal protest to the UK over the
asylum status of the former Veracruz First
Lady.

Epstein Files & UK Cabinet Crisis:
Impact of the Epstein scandal on the

Starmer government and its ambassador in
the US.

Asylum

e Mexico-Canada Plan B: Economic

roadmap focusing on mining and mineral
refinement to hedge against US trade risks.

* Xochimilco Amaranth Revival: Efforts to
integrate ancestral amaranth into the
national Dbasic food basket through
collective farming.

* Valley of Mexico Pollution: Continued

environmental contingency due to wildfires

and thermal inversions, limiting wvehicle
circulation.

* La Clinica es Nuestra: Inauguration of a
new public health model providing
specialized care for burn victims and rural
populations.

* Peru Political Chaos: Analysis of the José
Jeri impeachment and its implications for

the stability of the Peruvian executive.

* Acid Attack Justice: Sentencings for
attackers of Esmeralda Milldn, signaling a
shift in how "tentative feminicide" is
prosecuted.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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For questions or suggestions, please contact also learn more about the GDELT Project at

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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