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ALGERIA LEVERAGES NATIONAL

MARTYR’S DAY TO SOLIDIFY SAHEL

HEGEMONY WHILE MANAGING

HIGH-STAKES RAMADAN SUPPLY

CHAIN PRESSURES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  Algerian  government  on  February  17,

2026,  launched  a  multi-faceted  campaign  of

domestic  consolidation  and  regional  power

projection.  Centered  on  the  eve  of  the

National  Day  of  the  Martyr  (February  18),

President  Abdelmadjid  Tebboune delivered a

high-stakes national  address framing Algeria

as  a  "New  Republic"  that  has  transitioned

from  the  "brink  of  peril"  to  a  "climate  of

confidence." This narrative of stability is being

tested by the immediate  logistical  pressures

of Ramadan preparation, where the state is in

total  mobilization  mode  to  regulate  food

supplies,  import  essential  livestock  from

Romania, and suppress price speculation that

has historically threatened social order.

Simultaneously, Algiers is positioning itself as

the  indispensable  security  arbiter  of  the

Sahel.  High-level  diplomatic  and  military

engagements  with  France,  Italy,  and  Niger

throughout  the  day  signal  a  strategy  of

"strategic  maneuverability."  By  hosting

Niger’s President Tiani and the Italian Army

Chief,  while  renegotiating  security  and

judicial  ties  with  French  Interior  Minister

Laurent Nuñez, Algeria is effectively asserting

its  role  as  a  regional  hegemon  that  rejects

"foreign  interference"  while  selectively

collaborating with European powers to secure

its borders. This global posture is underscored

by a renewed, aggressive focus on historical

justice,  specifically  the  health  and

environmental  legacies  of  French  nuclear

testing  in  the  Sahara,  which  remains  a

primary  lever  in  Algeria’s  diplomatic

relationship with Paris.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional  Security  and  Diplomatic

Integration

Algeria and Niger signed a joint declaration

to accelerate structural projects, including

the  Trans-Saharan  gas  pipeline and  fiber

optic backbone, while establishing a high-

level  joint  commission to  meet  in  Niamey

by mid-2026.

French  Interior  Minister  Laurent  Nuñez

met with Algerian counterparts to relaunch

"very  high  level"  security  and  judicial

cooperation,  specifically  targeting

intelligence  sharing  and  migration

management.

The Algerian Army Chief,  Saïd Chengriha,

hosted  the  Italian  Army  Chief,  Carmine

Masiello,  to  discuss  bilateral  military

cooperation  and  coordination  on  regional

threats.

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T



Ramadan  Supply  Chain  and  Price

Regulation

The  Prime  Minister's  office  established  a

dedicated  monitoring  cell to  oversee  the

supply of essential goods, ensuring regular

distribution and "reasonable prices" across

all 58 wilayas.

The state  has  initiated the importation of

thousands of head of cattle and sheep from

Romania to stabilize meat prices, which are

currently  being capped at  900 dinars  per

kilogram in proximity markets.

Security  forces  have  been  mobilized  to

enforce  anti-speculation  laws,  with  nearly

7,000 agents  deployed  to  monitor  market

ethics and inventory hoarding.

Historical  Justice  and  Nuclear

Reparations

A  major  investigative  feature  highlighted

the  66th  anniversary  of  the  "Gerboise

Bleue" nuclear  test,  emphasizing  that

Algeria  demands  cleaning  of  the  sites

rather than financial compensation.

Medical  experts  reported  that  over  120

congenital  malformations per  hospital

service  are  recorded  annually  due  to

lingering radiation, with the state spending

billions on specialized pediatric care.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

President Tebboune’s message emphasized

a "loyalty to martyrs" as the foundation of

the state, signaling a continued reliance on

revolutionary legitimacy to validate modern

economic reforms.

Prime  Minister  Seifi  Ghrib  leads  the

administrative "ground game," appearing in

market inspections and vocational training

ceremonies  to  project  an  image  of  an

active, responsive government.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The  government  confirmed  that  annual

social  transfers  and  subventions  exceed

$40 billion USD,  highlighting the massive

fiscal burden of maintaining price stability

for the domestic population.

A  focus  on  "industrial  sovereignty"  was

highlighted  by  the  Cetif  plastic  group in

Setif, which claims to have replaced 45,000

tons of previously imported materials with

domestic production.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

New  regulations  governing  e-commerce

platforms are being drafted to distinguish

"verified"  marketplaces  from  informal

social media sales, citing a rise in fraud and

lack of consumer "traceability."

The  Ministry  of  Defense  issued  a  strict

mandate for the registration of all  drones

(aeronautical systems without pilots) within

six  months,  citing  national  security

concerns.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of History for Current

Sovereignty

Algeria is systematically linking its 19th and

20th-century  colonial  traumas  to  its  21st-

century  diplomatic  demands.  The exhaustive

coverage of the "Gerboise Bleue" nuclear tests

is  not  merely  commemorative;  it  is  a

calculated diplomatic  maneuver.  By  focusing
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on  the  40,000  people  impacted and  the

"perpetual  crime"  of  lingering  plutonium,

Algiers  is  creating  a  moral  and  legal

framework that forces France into a defensive

posture. This allows Algeria to negotiate from

a  position  of  perceived  moral  superiority

during high-level security talks, such as those

with Minister Nuñez.

State  Paternalism  as  a  Shield  Against

Social Unrest

The  "Ramadan  economy"  has  become  a

critical  theatre  for  state  legitimacy.  The

granular  detail  provided  on  meat  supply

routes from the south and livestock imports

from  Romania  reveals  a  government  hyper-

aware of the link between food inflation and

public  discontent.  The  deployment  of  7,000

agents to fight speculation is a performance of

state power designed to reassure a public that

has  seen  inflation  reach  60%  in  previous

cycles. The message is clear: the state is the

only  actor  capable  of  guaranteeing  the

"sanctity" of the Ramadan table.

Sahel  Hegemony  and  the  "Algerian

Solution"

Algeria is positioning itself as the leader of a

"regional bloc" that explicitly rejects external

Western  military  interventions  while

simultaneously  acting  as  the  primary

interlocutor  for  those  same Western  powers

(Italy, France). The partnership with Niger is

being framed as an "inclusive local solution"

to  Sahel  instability.  By  tying  Niger  into

massive  energy  and  infrastructure  projects,

Algeria  is  creating  a  zone  of  economic

dependency  that  serves  as  a  buffer  against

jihadi  expansion  and  foreign  military

presence.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

While  the  official  narrative  is  one  of

"confidence," the transcripts reveal significant

internal  vulnerabilities.  The  heavy  emphasis

on vocational training for youth (with a target

of 1,000 new students in Constantine alone)

suggests a persistent concern regarding youth

unemployment  and  the  need  to  channel

demographic  energy  into  state-sanctioned

economic  paths.  Furthermore,  the  extensive

segments on diabetes and fasting risks point

to  a  burgeoning  public  health  crisis  that

places annual seasonal stress on the hospital

system. The state’s reliance on "revolutionary

legitimacy" (Martyr’s  Day) may be losing its

potency  with  younger  generations,

necessitating  the  shift  toward  "economic

sovereignty"  and  tech-driven  "start-up"

narratives like the Norohu carpooling app to

maintain a mandate among the youth.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Algeria  is  practicing a  sophisticated form of

"multi-vector diplomacy." It is simultaneously

the  host  of  the  Nigerien  President

(challenging Western influence in the Sahel)

and the host of the French Interior Minister

(securing its  own interests  in  migration and

counter-terrorism).  This  "global  posture"  is

one of a "principled realist"—rejecting foreign

interference  in  the  Sahara/Sahel  while

actively  seeking  high-tech  military

cooperation  and  industrial  imports  (such  as

the  10,000  bus  contract)  from  European

partners.  The  portrayal  of  Morocco  is

consistently  hostile,  framing it  as  a  state  in

total  social  collapse and  "contempt"  for  its

own  citizens,  which  serves  to  validate
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Algeria's  own  "social  state"  model  by

comparison.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Algeria  is  currently  navigating  a  period  of

state-led  investment  and  aggressive  market

intervention.  While  celebrating  domestic

production milestones,  the economy remains

heavily  dependent  on  imports  for  critical

staples and infrastructure.

Inflation & Price Caps: Imported meat is

fixed  at  900  dinars/kg;  state  subventions

for  social  transfers  reach  $40  billion

annually.

Commodity  Vectors: Major  focus  on  30

tons  per  day of  dates  exported  globally;

1,200 sheep imported from Romania; 1,000

buses  imported  to  renew  the  national

transport fleet.

Industrial Data: The Cetif group in Setif

operates  on 4  hectares with  a  45,000-ton

annual  capacity,  targeting  10%  of  total

agricultural transformation.

Infrastructure  Debt/Investment: Multi-

billion  dollar  commitments  to  the  Trans-

Saharan gas pipeline with Niger.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  transcripts  highlight  several  key

individuals and factions whose roles are being

elevated  to  project  state  continuity  and

administrative efficiency.

President  Abdelmadjid  Tebboune:

Positioned  as  the  ultimate  arbiter  of

sovereignty,  his  status  is  reinforced  by

Martyr's  Day  ceremonies  and  high-level

diplomatic receptions.

Saïd Chengriha (Army Chief): Acting as

the primary military diplomat, his meetings

with Italian and French officials solidify the

military's role in foreign policy.

Prime Minister Seifi Ghrib: Emerging as

the face of domestic logistics and economic

"modernization."

Mourad  Azizi: A  notable  legal  outcome

where  Azizi  was  declared  not  guilty in  a

high-profile  criminal  case,  signaling  a

functioning,  if  highly  publicized,  judicial

process.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Canal Algérie maintains a strictly nationalist

and  reassuring  editorial  line.  The  "Lead

Stories"  are  almost  exclusively  focused  on

state  power:  Tebboune’s  address,  high-level

diplomacy, and the PM’s market inspections.

These  are  designed  to  project  competence

and  paternal  care.  "Buried  Stories"  include

the  specific  local  details  of  Ramadan  rule

debates and secondary vocational ceremonies,

which serve as "cultural filler" to distract from

the  underlying  economic  anxieties  of  the

population. There is a conspicuous omission of

any  critical  voices  regarding the  $40 billion

subvention bill—the network treats this fiscal

drain as an unalloyed positive rather than a

long-term sustainability risk.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Algeria is framed as a "Strong, Sovereign, and

Principled"  actor,  the  only  stable  force  in  a

"chaotic"  North  African  and  Sahelian

landscape.
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COUNTRIES

Niger: Framed  as  a  loyal  and  strategic

brother-nation that  has  "rejected  French

war calls"  to  align with  Algerian regional

solutions.

Morocco: Portrayed  as  an  oppressive

regime where  "human dignity  is  ignored"

and  citizens  are  left  to  "misery"  after

disasters, used as a direct foil to Algerian

"social justice."

France: Implicitly  framed  as  a  "colonial

criminal" regarding  nuclear  tests,  yet

simultaneously  treated  as  a  "necessary

security  partner"  for  intelligence  and

migration.

LEADERS

President Tiani  (Niger): Portrayed as  a

courageous leader who shares Tebboune’s

vision of African sovereignty.

Laurent  Nuñez  (France): Framed  as  a

pragmatic  interlocutor seeking  Algerian

expertise and cooperation to solve French

domestic security issues.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  Algerian  state  media  is  engaged  in  an

active  "narrative  seeding"  operation.  By

continuously  linking  the  National  Martyr's

Day to  current  economic  policies,  they  are

attempt  to  shield  the  government  from

criticism regarding inflation; if the state is the

protector  of  the  "Martyr’s  Legacy,"  then  to

criticize its economic management is framed

as a betrayal of history. There is also a clear

"distraction  operation"  involving  Moroccan

distress  stories,  which  appear  immediately

following  reports  on  Algerian  economic

struggles,  effectively using foreign failure to

mitigate domestic dissatisfaction.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The Algerian-Niger gas pipeline project will

likely  face  significant  security  delays

despite  the  diplomatic  rhetoric,  as  jihadi

groups in the Sahel  pivot to target newly

announced infrastructure.

Failure  to  properly  regulate  informal  e-

commerce will  lead  to  a  major  consumer

credit  crisis  as  fraudulent  social  media

sales continue to outpace the state's slow-

moving legislative response.

The start of Ramadan on February 19 will

be a period of peak social risk; any failure

in the meat supply chain (900 dinar/kg cap)

could lead to "market riots" if  inventories

are seen to be withheld by speculators.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Intensification of

market police raids; high public anxiety over

meat  availability;  potential  "sugar  and  oil"

spikes as Ramadan begins.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Formalization

of the drone registry will likely lead to arrests

of  informal  operators;  Niamey  summit  will

reveal whether the Algeria-Niger pipeline is a

realistic project or a diplomatic prop.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  $40  billion

annual  subvention  model  is  fiscally

unsustainable if  oil  prices  dip;  the  "nuclear

reparations"  push  against  France  will  likely

become a permanent, formalized international

legal case.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The  primary  risks  identified  focus  on

economic  stability  and  regional  security

flashpoints.

Ramadan  Supply  Chain  Collapse:

Triggers:  Failure  of  Romanian  meat

shipments  or  logistics  breakdown.

Likelihood:  Low-Moderate.  Impact:  High

(Social  unrest).  Mitigations:  PM  Ghrib’s

proximity markets and PM inspection tours.

Sahel Military Blowback: Triggers: Jihadi

response to the Algeria-Niger security pact.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  High

(Border  insecurity).  Mitigations:

Relaunched  French/Italian  intelligence

sharing.

Inflation-Induced  Deficit: Triggers:

Continued  60%  inflation necessitating

higher  subventions.  Likelihood:  High.

Impact:  Moderate-Long  term.  Mitigations:

Industrial substitution (Cetif plastic group).

Public  Health  Emergency  (Ramadan):

Triggers:  Massive  fasting  by  diabetics

against medical advice. Likelihood: Certain.

Impact: Moderate (Hospital overcrowding).

Mitigations: Dedicated TV health segments.

Cyber-Financial  Fraud: Triggers:

Unregulated  marketplace  platforms being

used  for  money  laundering  or  large-scale

consumer  theft.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Moderate. Mitigations: New e-payment and

registry laws.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts fail to mention the actual

funding source for the 10,000 bus import

contract,  leaving  open  whether  this  is  a

cash purchase or new sovereign debt.

There  is  no  independent  audit of  the

claimed  45,000-ton  capacity  of  the  Cetif

group,  which  the  state  uses  as  a

cornerstone  of  its  "economic  sovereignty"

narrative.

The security  of  the Nigerien border is

described  in  purely  bilateral  terms,

ignoring  the  active  presence  of  non-state

actors that make "integrated border zones"

historically impossible to maintain.

Missing is  any counter-perspective from

French  officials  regarding  the  "nuclear

reparations"  narrative;  the broadcast  only

presents  the  Algerian  legal  and  medical

claims.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Desperation Behind the Bus Imports

The "strategic"  import  of  10,000  buses may

actually be an emergency measure to prevent

a total collapse of the national public transit

system,  rather  than  a  "modernization"

program.  If  the  aging  fleet  is  failing  faster

than  expected,  this  massive  capital  outlay

could be a sign of infrastructure fragility.

The Niger Pipeline as a "Ghost Project"

The Trans-Saharan pipeline could be a purely

performative  diplomatic  tool  designed  to

signal regional leadership to the West. Given

the  extreme  costs  and  security  risks,  it  is

highly  unlikely  to  ever  carry  gas,  serving

instead  as  a  "paper  treaty"  to  keep  Niger

within Algeria's political orbit and away from

Russian or Turkish influence.

Black  Swan  Event:  Nuclear  Lawsuit

Triggering a Total French-Algerian Break

If  the  international  legal  push for  nuclear

reparations gains traction in European courts,
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France could respond by freezing all security

and  judicial  cooperation  (the  "Nuñez  Pact"),

leaving Algeria’s southern border exposed to

a sudden security vacuum.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prioritize the integration of  the

new  drone  registry with  Nigerien  border

control  to  preempt  jihadi  sabotage  of

Trans-Saharan infrastructure.

Economic: Transition  from  blanket

subventions  to  targeted  e-vouchers  for

Ramadan  supplies  to  mitigate  the  $40

billion fiscal bleed.

Diplomatic: Use  the  "Arréter  la  bombe"

research  to  build  a  coalition  with  other

nations  impacted  by  colonial  nuclear

testing  to  pressure  the  UN  for  a  global

reparations fund.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Regulatory  Compliance: Immediate

opportunity  for  cyber-security  firms  to

partner with the state to build the "verified"

e-commerce registry.

Supply Chain: Investors in logistics should

target  the  "proximity  market"

infrastructure, as the state seeks to bypass

traditional middle-men permanently.

Capital Allocation: High growth potential

in  the  domestic  plastic  and  packaging

sectors as  import  substitution  policies

tighten ahead of the next fiscal year.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  focus  remains  on  tightening

state  control  over  technology  and  economic

ethics to ensure national  security and social

order during the Ramadan period.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Law  No.  1406  (Aug  9,  2014):

Implementation  of  the  national  service

census  for  the  2009  cohort,  requiring

registration by Sept 30, 2026.

Decree  21-285  (July  13,  2021):

Activation  of  the  National  Center  for

Aeronautical  Systems  without  Pilots,

mandating a  6-month registration window

for all drone owners.

Anti-Speculation  Law: Ongoing

enforcement  targeting  inventory  hoarding

and  price  manipulation  during  the

Ramadan market cycle.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

PM  Seifi  Ghrib  Market  Inspection:

Strategic tour of supply chain checkpoints

to  project  government  control  over  food

inflation.

Martyr's  Day  Address: President

Tebboune's  keynote  legitimizing  current

reforms through historical struggle.

National  Commission  for  the  Lunar

Crescent: Official  announcement  of

Ramadan's  start and  standardized  prayer

times.

KEY STORIES

Tebboune's  Martyr  Day  Address:

President  Tebboune  emphasizes  Algeria’s

transition  to  a  "New  Republic"  of

confidence and economic realization while

honoring revolutionary sacrifices at the eve

of Feb 18.
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The Gerboise Bleue Anniversary: A 66-

year lookback at French nuclear testing in

Reggane, focusing on the "invisible" victims

and the lack of official French recognition.

Algeria-Niger Strategic Pact: Presidents

Tebboune and Tiani agree to move forward

on  the  Trans-Saharan  pipeline and  reject

foreign interference in the Sahel.

The Nuñez Visit: French Interior Minister

Laurent  Nuñez  discusses  a  new  era  of

judicial  and  security  cooperation,

specifically  migration  and  police

intelligence.

Ramadan Market Regulation: PM Ghrib

inspects  monitoring  cells and  proximity

markets  as  1,200  sheep  arrive  from

Romania to cap prices at 900 dinars/kg.

Italian  Military  Cooperation: General

Chengriha  hosts  Italian  Army  Chief

Masiello  to  coordinate  on  Mediterranean

and Sahelian threat matrices.

The 10,000 Bus Import: A massive state

contract to import Mercedes-Benz buses to

modernize the national transport fleet.

E-commerce Fraud Alert: The Ministry of

Commerce warns of a lack of traceability in

online  sales  and  introduces  new

marketplace registry rules.

Norohu  Carpooling  App: Feature  on  a

student-led  startup providing  eco-friendly

transit  solutions  between  Algiers  and

Constantine.

Nuclear  Health  Impact  Study: Medical

experts  present  data  on  mutations  and

cancers in  the  south,  demanding

environmental cleanup from France.

Vocational  Training Expansion: Launch

of  new  equine  and  apiculture  courses in

Constantine  to  address  youth

unemployment.

Diabetes  and  Ramadan: Specialist  Dr.

Nassim Nouri provides guidelines for high-

risk  patients planning  to  fast  during  the

month of Ramadan.

Moroccan  Disaster  Crisis: Coverage  of

"distress  cries"  from  Moroccan  citizens

allegedly abandoned by the state following

storms and economic collapse.

Andalusian  Music  Night: Cultural

segment  featuring  Meriem  Ben  Allal  and

the  heritage  of  Tlemcen to  promote

national identity before Ramadan.

Acquittal  of  Mourad  Azizi: A  criminal

court  in  Algeria  acquits  Azizi  of  multiple

felony  charges,  a  high-profile  case

receiving national attention.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260217_050000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260217_050000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne


By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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