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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape on February
17, 2026, is defined by a frantic, multi-theater
attempt at diplomacy conducted under the
shadow of unprecedented military buildup. In
Geneva, Switzerland, the international
community is attempting to manage two
concurrent existential crises: the four-year-old
war in Ukraine and the escalating standoff
between the United States and Iran. These
high stakes negotiations are characterized by
extreme skepticism from all parties, with
military posturing—including the deployment
of US carrier strike groups and Iranian
military drills in the Strait of Hormuz—serving
as a constant, coercive backdrop. The
presence of a "Board of Peace" to oversee
Gaza’s reconstruction, which conspicuously
xcl Palestinian 1 rship, further
highlights a  shift toward top-down,
transactional statecraft that prioritizes Great
Power interests over indigenous agency.

Simultaneously, the domestic fabric of several
nations shows signs of severe stress or radical
transformation. The United States is
grappling with a massive release of Epstein-
related documents that have triggered
accusations of a "botched cover-up" involving
the Department of Justice and the Trump
administration. In Bangladesh, a new political
era begins as Tarig Rahman is sworn in
following a student-led uprising, promising a
"New Bangladesh" rooted in the rule of law
and the eradication of cronyism. Meanwhile,
the death of civil rights icon Jesse Jackson at
84 prompts a global reflection on the
"prophetic" tradition of moral leadership,
contrasting it sharply with what some
commentators describe as the "gangsterism"
of current populist administrations.

Technological and environmental factors are
increasingly weaponized or leveraged as tools
of sovereignty. China’s celebration of the
Lunar Year of the Firehorse serves as a
platform to project its lead in the "AI race,"
showcasing humanoid robots as a future
workforce solution. The scramble for critical
minerals has become a "new oil" front, with
Western nations attempting to form trade
blocs to break China’s monopoly, while
African leaders demand more than just "aid"
in exchange for their resources. Across these
narratives, a recurring theme is the struggle
for Information Sovereignty, as actors from
individual streamers to nation-states fight to
control the "moral lens" through which these
conflicts are viewed.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Geneva Diplomatic Double-Header

* US-mediated talks between Russia and
Ukraine center on the 20% of territory
currently held by Russian forces, with Kiev
demanding security guarantees before
considering any concessions.

The second round of indirect talks between
the US and Iran, mediated by Oman,
concludes with a set of guiding principles,
yet remains stalled by US demands for
curbs on ballistic missiles and regional
proxies.

The US has deployed the USS Abraham
Lincoln and USS Gerald Ford to the region
as part of a "dual track" strategy of
deterrence and diplomacy.

De Facto Annexation of the West Bank

* The Israeli government has approved an

$80 million land registration process for

the occupied West Bank, a move critics say
is designed to facilitate mass dispossession.

* The Palestinian Authority rejects the move,
asserting it is a "pretext" to retaliate for
previous registration efforts and effectively

ends the hope for a two-state solution.

Bangladesh's Democratic Reset

* The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
forms a new government after a decisive
win in the first elections since the 2024
uprising.

* The "July Charter" is introduced to reform
the constitution, imposing term limits on
prime ministers and strengthening judicial
independence.

The Epstein Files and US Institutional
Integrity

e The release of 3.5 million documents

regarding Jeffrey Epstein results in
widespread public outrage and claims that
the DQJ is acting as "Trump's personal law

firm.

* Public figures in the UK, France, Norway,

and Slovakia have resigned over links
discovered in the files, contrasting with a

perceived lack of ntability in the US.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* China reportedly ships 90% of the world’s

humanoid robots, using the technology to
address its aging population and declining
workforce.

* Debates on digital sovereignty suggest that

trading corporate control (Big Tech) for
government control (Sovereign AI) may
merely swap one form of monitoring for
another.

* European cities like Lyon are quitting

Microsoft 365 in favor of open-source tools
to ensure autonomy over their data.

Energy & Critical Minerals

* The US is allocating $12 billion to create a

critical mineral stockpile, attempting to
close a decade-long gap in processing

capacity relative to China.

* China has curbed earth exports to Japan

following disputes over Taiwan, signaling
the readiness to use minerals as
geopolitical leverage.
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Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Conflict in Gaza continues with over 600
Palestinians killed since the start of the
"supposed ceasefire," leading to claims that
the ceasefire is no longer sustainable.

* Militarism is being embedded into US
sports (Super Bowl), with the NFL used as
a public relations tool for the
"extravagantly funded war machine."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transactional Nature of "Peace
Boards" There is a growing trend of creating
international bodies, such as the Board of
Peace, that bypass traditional UN frameworks
and local representation to impose Great
Power solutions. These boards appear to treat
reconstruction as an economic transaction
rather than a political resolution. The
conspicuous absence of Palestinians from
these leadership roles suggests a future
where humanitarian issues are managed while
political agency is suppressed, a strategy that
many critics argue will only fuel long-term
instability.

Information Warfare and the "Moral
Lens" The media landscape has shifted from
reporting war to "witnessing" it in real-time,
often bypassing traditional gatekeepers. This
citizen journalism creates a "moral lens" that
can undermine state narratives, as seen in
young Americans’ skepticism of Israeli
military operations via TikTok. Conversely,
states are adapting
seeding and the use of algorithms to frame
conflicts, leading to "compassion fatigue"
among the public and a blurring of the lines
between truth and propaganda.

through narrative

The Scramble for the "New Oil" Critical
minerals like lithium and cobalt are the
primary vectors for future economic
dominance. The Deng Xiaoping prophecy
regarding rare earths has materialized,
leaving the West in a reactive posture. This
trend is driving a new form of mercantilism,
where trade blocs are formed not for
cooperation, but for the defensive stockpiling
of elements essential for Al and clean energy,
potentially leading to a fragmented global
trade system governed by resource cartels.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Partisan Fractures and
Institutional Distrust The US is currently
experiencing a "fractured Republican party"
feeling inner turmoil due to aggressive
immigration tactics, such as the killing of two
citizens in Minnesota by ICE. The Epstein
documents have created a perception that
accountability is now a relic of the past, with
party loyalty superseding institutional checks
and balances. This internal instability is
driving a more aggressive "American First"
foreign policy as a tool for domestic narrative
control.

Peru: A Presidency in Permanent Crisis
Peru’s government has undergone yet another
collapse, with President Hori ousted after only
four months. The recurring theme of
corruption and ‘"lightning speed" removals
indicates a near-total breakdown of
legislative-executive relations, leaving the
country in a state of perpetual interim
governance.

Bangladesh: The Challenges of a "Hybrid
Transition" While there is significant
optimism among youth for the New
Bangladesh, the government faces a "hybrid



transition" involving old political guards and
new student actors. The primary challenge
will be whether the mandate for institutional
reform can survive the systemic "nepotism
and cronyism" that has historically plagued
the state.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Rise of "Sovereign AI" as Geopolitical
Armor The international system is framing Al
not just as a tool, but as the new terrain of
Sovereignty. China’s lead in humanoid
robotics is portrayed as a defensive measure
against demographic collapse. In response, a
dichotomy is forming between US-centric
(profit-driven) and China-centric (open-
source/censorship-heavy) AI models. Third-
party nations (the Global South) are
increasingly seeking "Sovereign AI" to avoid
being caught in the crossfire of this digital
space race.

Coercive Diplomacy in Geneva The external
environment is being framed as an anarchic
threat  matrix, necessitating
diplomacy." The US posture in Geneva is
characterized by "dual track" messaging:
negotiating for peace while visibly preparing
for war. Iran and Russia are reacting
defensively, with Iran asserting that national
pride will prevent them from making
concessions "at the barrel of a gun." This
suggests a global posture where diplomacy is
no longer about mutual benefit, but about
managing a "chess board for war."

"coercive

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by trade
wars, resource stockpiling, and the looming
threat of an "Al bubble." While the Year of the
Horse traditionally signals economic

optimism, China’s economy is visibly
struggling, with consumers spending less at
New Year festivals. Global markets are pricing
in significant geopolitical risk, particularly in
the energy sector, due to Iranian threats to

target energy infrastructure in the Middle
East.

Key Economic Vectors

e Critical Minerals: US $12 billion stockpile
initiative; China controls 60% of global
production.

¢ Al Investment: Current investment is 16

times greater than current spending/
returns, raising fears of an "LLM bubble."

* Currency & Trade: Venezuelan Bolivar
devalued; US tariffs on China and Canada
harming rural US farmers.

* Corporate Turmoil: Resignation of Hayat
Hotels chairman over Epstein links.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events highlight a period of rapid
transition, with the exit of veteran icons and
the rise of new, untested regimes.

* Tariq Rahman (Tarek): Sworn in as Prime

Minister of Bangladesh; represents a return

to democracy but faces immense pressure
to restructure a "corrupt" economy.

e President Hori (Peru): Removed from
office by Congress after four months;
underscores Peru’s systemic instability.

* Jesse Jackson: Passed away at 84; his
death leaves a void in the US "prophetic"

political tradition.

* Robert Duvall: Actor died at 95; noted for
his powerful portrayals
archetypes.

of American
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* Pam Bondy: US Attorney General under
scrutiny for Epstein file redactions; accused
of obstructing congressional orders.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Al Jazeera’s hierarchy emphasizes Global
South agency and the humanitarian impact of
Western policies. The Lead Stories are the
dual Geneva negotiations and the death of
Jesse Jackson, framed through his global
reach. Significant airtime is dedicated to the
Epstein documents, which are presented as a
definitive failure of US justice. Buried
Stories include the specific progress of the
"Board of Peace," which is mentioned
skeptically as a US initiative with little local
buy-in. The tone is analytically skeptical,
particularly regarding the sincerity of Great
Power diplomacy. A Conspicuous Omission
is any detailed perspective from the Omani
mediators or the specific "concessions" Russia
might be offering Ukraine beyond general
territorial demands.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day’s narrative reveals a world order that
is both fracturing and consolidating into new,
transactional blocs.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as a chaotic
hegemon that is "racing against time" in
the West Bank while wusing "coersive
diplomacy" and "deception operations"

against Iran.

e Iran: Framed as a principled but
embattled actor that is ‘'"ready for
flexibility" on nuclear issues but will not
surrender its "national pride" under threat.

* China: Characterized as a calculated tech
pioneer using Al to solve internal problems
while "stimulating internal consumption" to
counter economic woes.

e Israel: Portrayed as corrupt and
aggressive, "going rogue" in the PR 1
while pursuing "systematic home

demolition" to create buffer zones.
LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Framed as a disruptive
negotiator who ‘"prefers diplomacy"
publicly but is ready to use an "armada" if
talks fail; his administration is accused of
"weaponizing" information against the
political left.

* Vladimir Zelensky: Portrayed as resolute
but skeptical, viewing negotiations as
"theater for Trump" intended for an
audience of one.

* Tariq Rahman: Seen as a hopeful but
burdened figure, leading a "hybrid
transition" away from political dynasties.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The "Information Warfare" arena is currently
dominated by Narrative Control over conflict
and domestic scandal. The release of the
Epstein files is being framed by some as an
intentional strategy to "muddy the waters" by
releasing a massive volume of documents (3.5
million) that are impossible to quickly analyze,
effectively hiding guilt in plain sight. In the
Middle East, Iran and the US are engaged in
Psychological Operations, with Iran staging
drills in the Strait of Hormuz to send a "clear
signal" of their deterrence strategy, while US
officials use Fox News to set "red lines"
publicly that match private

negotiations. The delta between media spin

may not
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and ground truth is most evident in Gaza,
where the '"ceasefire" narrative is used to

regulate violence rather than end it.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Diplomatic Breakdown: Given the "cloud
of mistrust" and the lack of a "clear road
map" in Geneva, a third round of talks is
likely to fail unless the US decouples
nuclear negotiations from regional proxy
issues.

* Annexation by Registry: The West Bank
land registration program will likely reach
its $80 million initial goal by 2030,
renderin Palestinian
geographically impossible.

e AI Market Correction: The "LLM bubble"
is likely to burst as investment continues to

outpace returns 16:1, leading to a
consolidation of the tech sector around
established "handful of tech giants."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Potential for mass protests in Iran due to
domestic economic pressure, which could
act as a "wild card" for US military
intervention.

* Immediate fallout in Peru as Congress

attempts to find an interim president within
a 23-hour window.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Bangladesh’s government will face its first

major test in implementing the July Charter

reforms amid economic instability.

* The US mid-term elections will likely focus
on healthcare and "housing affordability" as
rural voters feel the impact of tariffs.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A shift toward agentic Al becoming the
primary user replacing
traditional apps and potentially altering
internet business models.

interface,

* The total militarization of the West Bank as
settlement expansion is codified through
state land registration.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risk is a global system that has
lost its institutional "guard rails," leading to
miscalculations in both the digital and
physical domains.

* Regional Middle East War: Triggered by
an "untoward incident" in the Strait of
Hormuz or a breakdown in Geneva;
Likelihood: High; Impact: Catastrophic for

energy markets and regional stability;
Mitigations:  Formalizing the "Omani
shuttle" into a direct, sustained diplomatic
channel.

* West Bank Humanitarian Collapse:
Triggered by mass dispossession via land
registry; Likelihood: Very High; Impact:
Forced displacement of 200,000 residents
of Area C; Mitigations: International legal
challenges through the ICC/IC].

* AI Disinformation/Post-Truth World:
Triggered by the ubiquity of Al-generated
content; Likelihood: Very High; Impact:
Erosion of public trust and the failure of
democratic elections; Mitigations: Adoption
of blockchain-based verification for media
content.



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_210000

* Repression via Digital Sovereignty:
Triggered by the localization of internet
traffic (e.g., Africa's Continental Internet
Exchange); Likelihood: Moderate; Impact:
Eased ability for governments to implement
"internet shutdowns"; Mitigations:
Strengthening collective political agency
and oversight at the African Union level.

e Global Financial Contagion (AI
Bubble): Triggered by overvaluation of
LIM companies; Likelihood: Moderate;
Impact: Market correction on par with the
2000 .com burst; Mitigations: Regulatory
"guard rails" to guide ethical
implementation and investment disclosure.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to address the role of

the Omani foreign minister beyond being a
"shuttle" for messages; the specific Omani
agenda remains unclear.

e There is a lack of information on the status
of Ukrainian security guarantees from non-
US allies like the EU or UK.

e The "Board of Peace" for Gaza is
mentioned, but its legal status or funding
mechanism is not detailed.

* While the Epstein files are released, the
transcripts don't explain why certain names
were "shockingly" not redacted while
others were.

* The specific impact of Calgary’s extreme
cold (-21C) on energy infrastructure or the

regional power grid is not quantified.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Diplomacy as a Delay Tactic The current
round of talks in Geneva may be an

intentional deception operation. Rather than

seeking a deal, both Russia and the US may
be stalling for time to replenish ammunition
stocks or reposition naval assets, using the
"positive tone" of the negotiators as a cover
for imminent military escalation. Black
Swan: A successful Russian assassination of a
high-level US envoy in Geneva, which would
instantly collapse all global diplomacy.

The "AI Race" as a Paper Tiger China’s
showcase of humanoid robots might be an act
of "technological theater" to distract from its
severe economic downturn. If the robots are
non-functional in practical factory settings,
the projected "AI workforce" solution
collapses, leaving the global supply chain
vulnerable to China's demographic reality.
Black Swan: A '"rogue AI" incident in an
automated weapons platform in India that
triggers an unintended border skirmish.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for regional spillover in
West Asia if Geneva talks collapse, focusing
on protecting energy maritime routes.

* Economic: Accelerate domestic processing
for critical minerals to mitigate the impact
of potential Chinese export bans.

* Diplomatic: Re-evaluate the "Board of
Peace" structure to include local
Palestinian agency, or risk long-term
institutional failure.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from rare
earth metals processed in China; monitor

"price floors" from the US-led minerals
bloc.
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* Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for the
Digital Services Act in Europe, which may
force new data transparency standards on
all AI platforms.

* Capital Allocation: Shift focus toward
"agentic Al" infrastructure long-term, while
hedging against an immediate correction in
the LLM market.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislation discussed today centers on
constitutional resets in emerging
democracies, the codification of land
dispossession, and the regulation of the digital
lives of children.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The July Charter (Bangladesh): A
constitutional reform package establishing
term limits for PMs and a two-chamber
parliament intended to prevent autocratic
rule.

* West Bank Land Registration Proposal
(Israel): Legislation to r iv lan
registration for the first time since 1967,
facilitating Israeli state ownership of
Palestinian lands.

Social Media Ban for Under 16s (UK): A
proposal by PM Kier Starmer to ban social
media access for minors to protect them
from harmful content.

¢ Executive Order on AI (US): A December
order setting the tone for US Al supremacy

by challenging state regulations that hinder
innovation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Epstein File Congressional Committee:
AG Pam Bondy was confronted regarding
the "massive cover-up" and redaction
failures of the Epstein documents.

* Bangladesh Cabinet Swearing-In: A
ceremony in front of the parliament

involving foreign delegations from India,
Bhutan, and the Maldives.

KEY STORIES

* Death of Jesse Jackson: Civil rights icon
died at age 84; remembered for the
Rainbow  Coalition and laying the
groundwork for black political achievement
in the US.

* Geneva Iran Talks: Second round of
indirect nuclear talks mediated by Oman;
concluded with "guiding principles" but
profound  disagreement on  ballistic
missiles.

* Bangladesh New Government: Tariq
Rahman sworn in as prime minister in
Dhaka after a student uprising; cabinet
includes 49 members and focuses on
economic stability.

* West Bank Land Registrations: Israel
moves to annex Area C via land registry; 80
countries signed a UN statement
Epstein File Release: release of 3.5
million documents; includes ties to royals,
Hollywood, and politicians; DOJ accused of
acting as a "personal law firm."

* China Lunar New Year: Year of the
Firehorse begins; China  showcases
humanoid robots doing kung fu; 300 million
workers migrate for the holiday.
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Russia-Ukraine Peace Talks: US broker
talks in  Geneva; Russia demands
withdrawal from Donetsk while Ukraine
insists on full prisoner
exchanges are the only tangible outcome.

sovereignty;

Critical Minerals Scramble: US plans
$12 billion stockpile; Africa holds 30% of
supply; China currently controls 90% of
processing.

Peru Presidential Ousting: President
Hori removed from office after four months
following corruption allegations involving
Chinese businessmen.

Australian Repatriation Blocked: 34
women and children denied entry to Syrian
government territory after leaving Roj
Camp, forced to return.

Digital Sovereignty Debate: Lyon quits
Microsoft 365; discussion on "agentic AI"
and the threat of algorithmic manipulation.

Death of Robert Duvall: Oscar-winning
actor died at 95; known for roles in *The
Godfather* and *Apocalypse Now*.

Gaza Humanitarian Crisis: 72,000
Palestinians killed or wounded; families
rebuilding bakeries from scrap; UN

requests better access for waste removal.

Super Bowl Militarism: Al Jazeera
reports on the NFLs "marketed patriotism"

and its role as a PR tool for the US military.

Guyana Muslim Community: Feature on
the Guianese Ramadan and the history of
indentured laborers from India.

Syria Book Fair: First fair since the fall of
the Assad regime; over 100,000 books sold

without government approval.

Dinosaur Fossil Poaching: Mongolia

repatriates 18 fossils recovered by US

Homeland Security; David Hurskewitz
labeled a "smuggler."

* Senegal Biometric IDs: Government
expands biometric health cards to identify
population and manage universal
healthcare.

* Weather: Calgary Cold: Calgary
temperatures drop to minus 21C; wintry
blast affecting North America.

* Philippines Ube Craze: Farmers

struggling to meet demand for purple yams

due to climate change and typhoons.

* Bongo Conservation: Mount Kenya
Wildlife Conservancy releases 24 mountain
bongos into the sanctuary to prevent

extinction.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260217_133000

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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